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How our councillor 
tried to save Long 
Copse Lane
Words by Councillor Richard Kennett, Emsworth Ward, Chair of Governance, Audit and 
Finance Board, Havant Borough Council

At the January 2019 Full Council meeting I 
submitted an amendment to have the Long Copse 
Lane (LCL) site removed from the local plan and 
was extremely disappointed it was defeated by 17 
votes to 12, with two abstentions.

Less than four years ago Havant 
Borough Council commissioned 
Kirkham Landscape Planning 
to produce a Landscape 
Capacity Study.  Its con-
clusion and recommen-
dations were that “No 
part of land parcel LCA 
21.3 (Long Copse Lane) is 
taken forward for poten-
tial growth”.  I am still un-
clear why this land became 
appropriate for a massive de-
velopment in the ensuing period.

If we are serious about providing 
new, sustainable communities then the 
infrastructure is critical to this.  This de-
velopment is well in excess of the advised 
distance from the nearest shop, school and 
public transport.  It will mean an additional 
500 plus vehicles and associated delivery 
vans and lorries down a largely single track 
country lane.  It will mean additional de-
mands on primary school places when St 
James and Westbourne are full and unable 
to expand, and according to a teacher at 
Emsworth Primary, having expanded twice 
recently to accommodate growing demand, 
I quote “We have been guaranteed by 
Hampshire County Council that we will not 
expand any further”.  

These are not inconsequential issues 
when considering the sustainability of a 
development, and that is before taking into 

account the environmental 
(namely flood risk), loss of 

habitat and other poten-
tially damaging factors, 
and the loss of amenity 
for the many people, 
not just in Emsworth 
but elsewhere, who 
value it as walkers, 

dog walkers, cyclists 
and horse riders.
This proposed devel-

opment will introduce a 
greater number of families 

than at present, and inevitably 
given the nature of busy lives this means 
significantly more car travel both in Long 
Copse Lane and the surrounding area.  
Walks to school can only happen when 
there are school places nearby and there 
are not.  Pointing out a significant increase 
in vehicles is not nimbyism, it’s cold, hard 
reality in what is currently a tranquil area 
enjoyed by people from across the Borough 
and beyond.  Long Copse Lane isn’t their 
backyard, it is the Borough’s backyard in 
term of amenity.

The Save Long Copse Lane campaigners 
have been doing a fantastic job, the fight 
against this inappropriate development 
continues, and I very much hope the 
Inspector will remove the site from the plan.

Read more about Long Copse Lane on p 6

Councillors approve 
Havant Borough Local 
Plan 2036
By David Harris

On 30 January Havant Borough Council (HBC) 
formally agreed to approve the Pre-Submission 
Local Plan. This key document outlines policies which 
will guide development for the next 17 years.
 

The full Council considered deputations from 
14 community groups, developers and the 
public. The Local Plan is a complex, detailed 
process that has taken more than three years 
to compile. Following approval it went out to 
consultation with the wider community which 
took place between 4 February and 18 March. 
A consultation event was held in Emsworth on 
28 February at Emsworth Baptist Church Hall 
(see page 4)

After consultation the plan was submit-
ted to the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government for a 
public examination. The examination which 
is held by an independent Planning Inspector 
will last several weeks and will probably be 
held at HBC offices. HBC officers are hopeful 
that the examination will be concluded by the 
end of 2019. 

The Havant Borough Local Plan 2036 out-
lines the strategy for ensuring that the growth 
needed is delivered in the right places and is 
of the right character and quality. It also en-
sures that this growth is delivered alongside 
supporting roads, schools and services such as 

health, as well as retail, leisure and community 
facilities The local plan includes a number of 
proposals to meet housing, employment and 
infrastructure needs for the borough. These 
incorporate the regeneration of Havant and 
Waterlooville town centres together with 
Hayling Island seafront. These are key prior-
ity sites in the newly adopted Regeneration 
Strategy. Emsworth does not feature in the 
HBC Regeneration Strategy. 

The plan also identifies the Southleigh area, 
between Emsworth and Denvilles, as a place 
where a new community providing up to 2,100 
homes will be built. There will also be 82,780 
square metres of employment floorspace 
to support a population expected to rise by 
16,912 during the lifetime of the plan. The 
population of Havant BC area was 120,684 in 
the 2011 census. The population of Emsworth 
in 2011 was 9,492.

For more information on the Havant 
Borough Local Plan 2036 visit  
www.havant.gov.uk/localplan 

Read more on p 4

The Havant Borough Local Plan includes proposals to regenerate the town centre

Tr
ev

or
 W

in
tle

 /
 A

la
m

y 
St

oc
k 

Ph
ot

o

First published in 1978



Page 2          www.emsworthresidents.org  Spring 2019

Emsworth Residents’ Association

Emsworth Residents’ Association 
PUBLISHER
The Ems is owned and published by the Emsworth 
Residents’ Association, c/o Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 
7DD

COPYRIGHT
Copyright of The Ems as a whole is held by the 
Emsworth Residents’ Association (ERA). The 
Copyright of all named articles and photographs 
in The Ems remains with the author/photogra-
pher, or with the ERA if no author is identified. 
Unless otherwise indicated, you may quote from, 
link to or publish brief excerpts from any article 
provided that you acknowledge both The Ems and 
the author as your source. The republishing of any 
article or large part thereof is prohibited without 
the express permission of the copyright holder.

WEBSITE
Our website is: www.emsworthresidents.org. 
Current and back copies of The Ems can be viewed 
online at: www.emsworthresidents.org/the-ems.

EDITORIAL
Please send letters, press releases and news 
items to David Harris, Editor: editor.theems@

outlook.com  Tel 01243 378215 or by post to the 
above address. The editor reserves the right to 
edit any submitted material.

COPY AND PUBLICATION DATES

ADVERTISING
For advertising costs and enquiries: please con-
tact, Roma Herrick, Advertising Manager Email: 
adverts@theems.outlook.com
Advertisements are accepted in good faith, 
however, The Ems does not accept liability for ad-
vertisements nor endorses any services promoted 
in those advertisements. If you have a problem 
with any advertiser, we recommend you contact 
them in the first instance. If you do not get a 
satisfactory response, please email us and we will 
look into it.

DISTRIBUTION
The Ems is distributed free to all households 
in Emsworth, Thorney, Hermitage and to some 
shops. If you are an Emsworth resident and do not 
receive your copy within two weeks of the pub-
lication date, as printed above, please email our 
distributor Gavin Millar jandgmil@btinternet.com

THE EMS TEAM
Editor, Reporter and Photographer: 
David Harris editor.theems@outlook.com. Tel: 
01243 378215
Advertisement Manager: 
Roma Herrick adverts.theems@outlook.com
Arts Correspondent: Victoria Giosa 
Design: Ali Beckett www.alibeckettdesign.co.uk
THE EMS is printed by JPIMedia Printing 
(Portsmouth) Ltd, The News Centre, Hilsea, 
Portsmouth PO2 9SX.

ERA COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman: Theo Schofield OBE 
01243 377976 07976 727483
theoschofield@icloud.com
Vice Chairman: Jill Millar
01243 377071
jandgmil@btinternet.com
Secretary: Michael Ponsonby 
01243 372825 
baytreemum@aol.com

Treasurer: Roma Herrick
adverts.theems@outlook.com
Charles Ashe (Planning) 
01243 379296
ashe.family@btinternet.com
Chris Hallam (Transport)
01243 379862 
chrisjhallam@talktalk.net
Howard Harding (Planning Support) 
01243 373896 
howard.harding@UKgateway.net
Sheila Kirkpatrick (Minute Secretary)
01243 374488 
sheilak1134@gmail.com
Jo Northey
07807 188912 
revjonorthey@gmail.com
Victoria Lovell
emsworth.youth.residents@gmail.com
Emma Gardiner
emsworth.youth.residents@gmail.com

ERA MEETING DATES 2019
The public are welcome to attend the quarterly 
general meetings of the Emsworth Residents 
Association (ERA). All meetings are held at 
Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, 
Emsworth and start at 7.30 p.m.
Monday 15 April 2019 (Guest speakers on Health)
Monday 15 July 2019
Monday 30 September 2019

Edition Deadline for copy and 
advertisements

Published on

Summer 2019 Monday 18 June Monday 8 July

Autumn 2019 Monday 2 September Monday 23 
September

Winter 2020 To be confirmed To be confirmed

Spring 2020 To be confirmed To be confirmed

Chairman’s report
Words by Theo Schofield, Chair of the Emsworth Residents’ Association

The Ems plays an important part 
in the life of Emsworth and of the 
Residents Association. 

It is delivered to every household, and helps 
to foster a sense of belonging to the commu-
nity. It contains reports of the wide range of 
activities of the groups and associations in the 
town, and discusses important events and is-
sues. However the communication is only one 
way, and we need to know whether these are 
the issues that are important to the residents, 
and whether we are representing your views 
fairly in our discussions. 

Your committee held a workshop recently 
to identify topics that concerned us, which in-
cluded: Housing Development which is being 
driven by the Local Plan. Some sites identified 
for building, notably but not exclusively Long 
Copse Lane are unsuitable. Some affordable 
housing is included in the larger developments, 
but is sufficient to meet people’s needs?

The North South Divide. Emsworth is divid-
ed by the Railway and the A27, but also by the 
relative lack of Community facilities, public 
toilets, shops, pubs, cafes and other meeting 
spaces in North Emsworth. The public trans-
port links between the centre of the town and 
the north are very poor.

What developments are needed to help 
overcome this divide?

Traffic and Transport. There has been a 
marked growth of traffic in Emsworth in the 
last five years, particularly along the A359, 
but also in the rest of the town. This is related 
to new developments, particularly in West 
Sussex. The proposed solution to mitigate the 
effects on traffic is to expand the roundabouts 
at the end of Havant Road. Is this going to help, 
or just generate even more traffic? What else 
should be done?

Facilities for younger people. The primary 
schools in Emsworth provide excellent after 
school activities, but there is less on offer 

for older children returning from secondary 
schools outside Emsworth. Youth clubs have 
proved difficult to staff and sustain. What new 
facilities do young people want?

Community Health Services. The Emsworth 
practice will be having a new surgery in the 
next two years, but it is unclear what new ser-
vices will be provided to meet the needs of the 
population. What services do we want to see 
developed and available in Emsworth?

The Town Centre. The footfall in the centre 
has declined since the banks closed, and there 
is a need to attract both residents and visitors 
to use the facilities or we are in danger of losing 
them. What would help to reverse this decline?

We are keen to hear your views on these 
questions, and also whether these are the 
right issues for us to be concerned about. The 
Editor of the Ems would like to develop a let-
ter column, and would welcome contributions. 
We have a website www.emsworthresidents.
org and our Email addresses are in The Ems. 
We would like to move with the times and use 
social media more, and this edition includes an 
advertisement for someone with the skills to 
help us.

Theo Scofield, Chairman ERA

Transport Report 
Words by Chris Hallam, Transport spokesperson, ERA

Saxon Corner (most of 
us know it as Selangor 
Avenue)
Preliminary work has now started on the 
building of the houses at this site. This should 
shortly allow work to start on the feasibility 
study of speed watch measures along Selangor 
Avenue and Victoria Road. These include a 
raised platform outside Emsworth Primary 
school and a chicane near the bend at the west 
end of Selangor. This study is due to start in 
the summer of this year and would also test 
the buildability of each feature, safety issues 
of implementing the feature and whether it 
would actually deliver the expected benefits. 

Installation of traffic lights at the junction of 
the entrance to the site are due to be installed 
approximately 540 metres east of the A27 
roundabout. This work will include the remov-
al of existing uncontrolled pedestrian crossing 
and replacement with controlled Toucan pe-
destrian and cycle crossing on Havant Road. 

Construction of signalised junction at location 
of access for new development including the 
re-lining of approaches and circulation at A27 
roundabout. This work can be followed at 
Roadworks.org and will give 21 days notice of 
the date that the work starts. Once installed it 
is not due to be turned on until the first house 
in the development is occupied.

Southleigh Development
A number of options for a road link to this new 
site are under consideration and no decision 
has yet been made.

Traffic Congestion
There is a concern that all of the new build-
ing development along the A259 in West 
Sussex will generate additional traffic coming 
through Emsworth. The local councillors are 
in discussions with HBC who are liaising with 
Chichester District Council with this regard

Work has started on the housing development at Saxon Corner
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Social Media 
Champion 

Wanted
The Emsworth Residents’ 

Association (ERA) is seeking 
a Social Media Champion 

(volunteer)

Applicants should have a strong 
interest in: Facebook, Twitter, 
blogs, social networking and 

websites. They should also have a 
real interest and commitment to 

the Emsworth area. 

The role will entail developing a 
social media strategy for the ERA 

and creating new social media 
platforms to enable the ERA to 
communicate with the wider 

Emsworth community.

If you are interested in this 
role contact:  

Theo Schofield, Chair, ERA 
theoschofield@icloud.com

ERA AGM
Words and pictures by David Harris

The Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of the Emsworth 
Residents’ Association (ERA) was 
held on 11 February at Emsworth 
Community Centre with over 50 
members attending the event. 

ERA officers, Chair Theo Schofield, Vice-chair 
Jill Millar and General Secretary Michael 
Ponsonby were re-elected. Existing commit-
tee members Chris Hallam, Howard Harding 
and Sheila Kirkpatrick were also re-elected 
along with new members, Victoria Lovell and 
Emma Gardner. The position of Treasurer has 
subsequently been filled by Roma Herrick. 
Charles Ashe was elected to the ERA com-
mittee for a two year term last year. The 
Chair noted that Jo Dyer, Steve Bilbe, Tom 
Griffin, Malinda Griffin and Meg Bennett had 
stepped down during the previous year. 

The Chair informed members that David 
Harris (editor of The Ems) also attends ERA 
committee meetings. The chair thanked 
David Harris, Roma Herrick, Alison Beckett 
(graphic designer of The Ems) and Gavin 
Millar (Distribution Manager of The Ems) for 
their work in making The Ems such a success. 

A new website has been created by Tom 
Griffin and will be maintained by webmaster 
Mike Beel. 

Chair Theo Schofield talked about the 
planning issues that the ERA has comment-
ed upon. He attended the Havant Borough 
Council (HBC) Local Plan 2036 meeting on 30 
January at which the councillors unanimous-
ly supported the plan. 

He praised Emsworth ward councillor 
Richard Kennett for tabling an amendment 
to remove Long Copse Lane from the plan. 
The Chair raised the issue of increased traffic 
flows on the A259 due to the number of new 
houses being built. He suggested that there 
needs to be cross-border dialogue between 
HBC, Chichester DC, Hampshire CC and West 
Sussex CC over traffic issues. A link road 
may also be built between the A27 and A259 
which will exacerbate congestion on this al-
ready heavily used road. 

The ERA budget showed income of £11,474 
in year ending December 2018 against ex-
penditure of £14517. The chair, who has taken 
over the role of treasurer on a temporary ba-
sis, explained that the deficit was mainly due 
to the fact that some advertising income for 
2018 had been shown in the 2017 accounts. 

The chair summarised the developments 

over the Emsworth Surgery and Emsworth 
hospital site. He also recognised the impor-
tance of the Emsworth Community Land 
Trust (ECLT). Jill Millar, Vice Chair informed 
members that the Community Chest had 
given small grants to Emsworth Community 
Players, Emsworth Cricket Club, Janet 

Baradall’s defibrillator campaign, ECLT, Final 
Straw, Emsworth Christmas lights and the St 
George’s Day parade. 

The meeting heard progress reports from 
Stephanie Elsey, Chair of the Emsworth 
Forum and Dwynwen Stepien, Chair of the 
ECLT.

Attendees at the ERA Annual General Meeting 

The ERA welcomes our new committee members
Jo Northey biography

My family moved to Emsworth in November 
when I became a pioneer minister for 
Warblington with St James churches.  My job 
is to work with families and the community 
here in Emsworth. It is great to be able to be a 
part of Emsworth Residents’ Association (ERA) 
and help find ways to build up our community.   
I am a naval wife and have two children at 
Emsworth Primary. I am also involved with St 
James Primary through my work. I come from 
a secondary school teaching and youth work 
background and am very keen to see what we 
can do to help our young people.  I also am 
very concerned about the environment and 
look forward to linking in with the different 
groups that we have locally to help us make 
the most of our resources and protect this 
amazing place God has given us to live. I hope 
that I can represent the community well on 
the committee and encourage families to get 
involved locally.

Victoria Lovell biography
I has lived in Emsworth since 2010 moving 
here with my husband from Guildford and 
living before that in Southsea.  Shortly after 
arriving in Emsworth our family extended and 
we now have a daughter and son who attend 
a local primary school.  I work part-time at 
Emsworth Sailing Club as the Membership 
and Sailing Secretary, having taken a career 
change following 17 years working in Human 
Resources with IBM, to focus instead on family 
life. Since moving to Emsworth I have helped 
in a volunteer capacity in a variety of activi-
ties including a local Youth Group for Year 8 
and 9 school children, Sunday School and am 
currently the Secretary of my children’s school 
PTA.

Emma Gardiner 
biography

I have been a resident of Emsworth since 
2006, moving here from Horsham. Before 
moving to Emsworth I learnt to sail in the 
harbour when I was 14 years old. I have two 
young children who attend St James School, 
where I am a member of the PTA organising 
various events to raise much needed funds for 
our schools. I currently work for West Sussex 
County Council within Children Services for a 
team who offer support to families.  My family 
are active members of Emsworth Sailing club 
and love to spend our spare time by the water.

ERA Committee members
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SIMON HOWELLS
BUILDERS LTD

BUILDING AT ITS BEST

01243 376299
www.sdhowellsbuilders.co.uk

Experienced Hampshire Tradesmen

All general building work undertaken

7A HIGH STREET
EMSWORTH PO10 7AQ

Find out more at www.italladdsup.co.uk

Ring Chris Dyer-Smith, F.C.A.
on Emsworth 377037

Free Estimates
All work guaranteed

Roger Treagust Ltd
Central Heating and Plumbing

Grate Fyres
Fires and fireplaces

01243 371665 or 376825
info@gratefyres.com

20 High Street, Emsworth
PO10 7AW

Local Plan 
consultation event
Words and pictures by David Harris

Following on from the approval of the pre-
submission Local Plan by Havant BC, the next 
stage was to go out to consultation with the 
community. 

HBC planning staff were in 
attendance at Emsworth 
Baptist Church Hall on 
Thursday 28 February to 
give out leaflets about 
the Local Pan and an-
swer enquiries from the 
public. The way in which 
the public can respond 
is strictly prescribed by 
the government and 
consists of a complex 

online form. The planning inspector who 
will be appointed to examine the plan, 
probably by the end of 2019, can access all 
comments made about the plan.

Comments about the Local Plan are 
limited to two areas; legal compliance and 
“soundness”. The consultation is only con-
cerned with these concepts and not general 
views about development. In order for any 
part of the Local Plan to be judged “sound” 
then it must meet four specific criteria: 
Justified (based on evidence), Effective 
(able to be delivered), Positively prepared, 

Consistent with 
National Policy. 

HBC have produced a book-
let stating why the Local Pan is required 
and how the housing needs for the area 
are calculated using a model devised by the 
government. 

The population of the Borough of Havant 
is estimated to increase by nearly 17,000 
by 2036 necessitating the need to build 
9,260 houses in 40 allocated development 
areas across the borough. Some 2,100 of 
these houses are earmarked to be built in 
the Southleigh Gap between Havant and 
Emsworth. This is the land to the north of 
the A27, West of Horndean Road (B2148) and 
south of Bartons Road. This will effectively 
join Emsworth to Havant. HBC acknowledg-
es that certain sites such as Land north on 
Long Copse Lane (H8) are contentious. 

It is likely that the Local Plan will be for-
mally adopted by Spring 2020 and that it 
will inform housing developments for the 
next 16 years. 

www.havant.gov.uk/localplan

Queen Street flooding issues
Words and picture by Shirley Farmer

Tidal and river flooding is a regular occurrence 
facing homes and businesses in lower Queen 
Street, Emsworth, in particular conditions 
of high tide, heavy rain, low air pressure 
and strong southerly winds. This situation 
is about to become much worse following 
Havant Borough Council’s (HBC) decision to 
grant permission for six houses on the former 
boatyard at Dolphin Quay - disregarding local 
knowledge and unconcerned about the impact 
on the surrounding area.

The development, on a site known to flood, 
is to have a flood defence wall on two sides 
but unattached at either end. This offers 
scant protection for the new houses yet poses 
a much more serious problem by increasing 
water flow around its edges - accelerating 
flood water on incoming and outgoing tides, 
creating pooling behind the wall and pre-
venting river and coastal water from draining 
away as it does now. Instead, the water will be 
channelled and deflected to the next lowest 
points - many homes and businesses, including 
Listed Buildings will be affected.

Members of the Queen Street Group are 
working hard to get assurance from HBC 
that this development will not expose these 

properties to greater risk of flooding, to ex-
amine the effect of the partial wall and find 
solutions to mitigate the impact of flooding for 
the longer-term. We are told that there is no 
wider flood defence scheme currently planned 
for the area. We also seek guarantees that full 
access is maintained to the boat moorings 
behind the site during building works, or the 
boats will inevitably leave; plus installation of 
a public slipway adjacent to the site to replace 
existing ones lost by the construction. Our aim 
is to retain a little of Emsworth’s important 
maritime heritage which will otherwise be 
destroyed by this ill-judged decision. We shall 
report on further progress in The Ems.

Development updates
Compiled by David Harris

Work starts at “Saxon Corner”
Initial site work has start-
ed at “Saxon Corner”, 
that is the land west of 
Selangor Avenue, north 
of Havant Road and south 
of the A27 and the railway. 
Barratt Homes won plan-
ning permission to build 

147 houses on this site at the end of 2018. 
The planning application (APP/16/00774) 
was originally lodged in 2016. Barratts are 
Britain’s largest housebuilders and last 
year made a pre-tax profit of £835 million 
on revenue of £4.87 billion. Britain’s top 5 

housebuilders make an average profit of 
£57,000 per house according to a report in 
The Times.

Horsefield site  
(south side of Havant Road, 
opposite Brookfield Hotel)
The news is that the Horsefield site has not 
been included in the Local Plan because 
of its national status within the AONB. 
Consequently the Save the Horsefield group 
have not needed to organise a massive cam-
paign. They intend to comment in favour of 
leaving it out (basically agreeing, that by 
doing so, that the Plan is ‘sound’). 

Local Plan Event; Jacky and Martin De La Porte (right)

Flooding in Queen Street, Emsworth
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Established in 1954, Andrew & Andrew have been providing 
advice in Portsmouth and beyond for over 60 years, and recently 

opened a new Emsworth office in 2018

GET IN TOUCH FOR MORE INFORMATION
Andrew & Andrew Solicitors Limited 

www.a2law.co.uk

Portsmouth:
023 9267 5555 | office@a2law.co.uk
Atlantic House,
114 Kingston Crescent, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire PO2 8AL

Emsworth:
01243 680800 | office.emsworth@a2law.co.uk
51 High Street, 
Emsworth, 
Hampshire PO10 7AN

Our dedicated teams offer solutions for:

•  Conveyancing
•  Wills & Probate
•  Divorce, Separation and Child Arrangements Orders   
•  Financial Arrangements  
• Personal Injury

Emsworth Surgery 
redevelopment 
Words by Sara Tiller, Managing Director, Fareham and Gosport and South Eastern 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Partnership of Clinical Commissioning Groups

The GPs at Emsworth Surgery have been considering relocating to a new site 
to ensure long-term sustainability and to help meet the increasing health needs 
of a growing population. An Outline Business Case (OBC) has been submitted to 
NHS England (NHSE) and this recommends that the Emsworth Victoria Cottage 
Hospital (EVCH) be refurbished and becomes the new home for the GPs. The 
Westbourne branch surgery would be retained. 

The OBC is now progressing through the NHSE approvals process with the 
project team addressing various questions from the Review Panel. It is not clear 
when the OBC will be finally approved, but it is hoped that this will happen 
before the end of April 2019. In parallel with the OBC, work has already started 
on preparing the Full Business Case (FBC). This requires preparing detailed de-
signs for the refurbishment, producing a complete specification of the required 
work, obtaining tendered costs from contractors and securing full planning 
permission. Architects have already been appointed and are working closely 
with the GPs to ensure that the refurbishment meets their requirements and 
also adheres to strict NHS building standards and regulations. 

While there remain several issues that need to be managed, it is hoped that 
the FBC will be completed by mid-autumn. It will then need to be approved by 
the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) and NHSE, with the aim that work on 
the refurbishment could commence towards the end of 2019 and complete by 
late 2020/early 2021. However, this timetable is only indicative and will become 
clearer once the OBC is formally approved by NHSE.

Editor’s note. There was a Stakeholders’ Meeting held on Monday 18 March to 
discuss draft design planning for the refurbishment of the EVCH.

Some good news on the Oak Park site
Words by Ann Buckley, Co-ordinator HBRA

In 2010 the NHS decided not 
to proceed with the hospital 
planned for the Oak Park site but 
agreed to extend the existing 
Children’s Service building close 
to the site in Havant. 

The Oak Park Clinic now offers day services 
such as physiotherapy and occupational 
therapy but beds for older people, which 
would have replaced the beds lost at the 
Victoria Cottage Hospital and the Havant 
War Memorial Hospital when they closed.

To recover the lost beds, an imaginative 
scheme was drawn up to develop the large 
site, owned by Hampshire County Council 
(HCC) and the NHS. It would be a nursing home 
with eighty beds and nearly a hundred rented 
extra- care flats for older people. These are 
flats that include a range of services on site 
including social care. The tender was drawn 
up and a consortium won the bid in 2014. The 
following year the planning application was 
approved.

Contradictory government policies initial-
ly paralysed the project. While encouraging 
extra-care housing their Welfare Reform 
policy capped rent levels making supported 

housing more expensive relative to Housing 
Benefit which would not cover the costs. 
After lobbying, the government agreed to 
support these higher rents for these sup-
ported homes and negotiations continued. 
The scheme was tendered but the appointed 
contractors have pulled out wasting four 
years work on the £25 million project and 
forcing HCC to start again.

Initially it looked as if both the number of 
nursing home beds and flats would be re-
duced but HCC agreed to return to the original 
number and the second tender was complet-
ed in February. HCC have promised that they 
will make an announcement after Easter and 

some minor works have started on the site. 
Havant Borough Residents’ Alliance (HBRA) 
will continue to monitor progress.

Ann Buckley, HBRA Co-ordinator

The current GP surgery in Emsworth
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Belcher Frost
SOLICITORS | EMSWORTH
The team at Belcher Frost will be 
pleased to advise you on all your 
legal matters - from your house 
move, the sale or purchase of 
a business, resolving disputes, 
the preparation of your will and 

Inheritance Tax planning to probate 
and inheritance matters.

www.belcherfrost.com
3 West Street, Emsworth | 01243 377231

Firstly, it is not the case that all leaseholds are bad and you should never buy a lease-
hold property. Leases have their place, particularly with flat ownership so it is unlikely we 
will see the back of leasehold ownership in the future, and no-one should not be unduly 
concerned merely because their property is held under a lease. 

The problems have arisen as some developers have included a doubling provision every 
10 years within the rent clauses. This means that if you had a 125 year lease with a 
£250 initial rent at the start, the annual rent would increase to £1,024,000 per year by 
the end of the term. 

As people have wised up to this, we have seen valuations fall on flats with this type of 
provision. However, many developers are looking to put this right for owners who pur-
chased the flats, so, if this does affect you, it is worth contacting the original developer to 
see whether they have a scheme in place to do so. If they do not, there are still ways to 
bring the rent down and it is worth speaking to us if you are worried.

Leasehold or Freehold?
There have been lots of articles in the press in 
recent months about the problems with new build 
houses being sold as leasehold and not freehold. 
With the problems some of these have caused, 
these stories are likely to continue for a while. The 
government is looking to bring in some changes 
to prevent these issues happening again, but this 
is likely to take a while. In the meantime, we are 
often asked what can we do to protect ourselves.

Care when it's 
needed most
-24 Hour Service
-Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
-Free Bereavement Service

Emsworth 31 North Street, PO10 7DA
01243 376458

Part of The Southern Co-operative

Land at Westwood Close – update
Words by Nigel Street on behalf of Westwood Close residents

Following over 300 objections, 
the developer submitted a 
revised plan for a reduced scheme 
of 36 houses. 
Havant Borough Council (HBC) has re-consult-
ed on the scheme and the Environment Agency 
has lifted its objections relating to flood 
risk following a number of design changes. 
However, other objections raised to the orig-
inal scheme still apply and further objections 
have been made. The Council approved its 
Pre-Submission edition of the Local Plan 2036 
on 30 January and we are delighted that this 
scheme has been removed. 

Significantly, while the Environment Agency 
has lifted its objections to the development 
itself, the Infrastructure section of the Local 
Plan includes safeguarding of the site for a 
“Flood Alleviation Scheme for the River Ems 
at Westwood Close” (Policy IN1F). Now that 

the Local Plan 2036 has been approved, it has 
some weight in the decision-making process. 
Several policies raise additional requirements 
to the adopted Local Plan and HBC are request-
ing and requiring developers of all current and 
future applications on sites outside the built-
up area (whether or not proposed as a housing 
allocation in the Plan) to produce a Statement 
of Conformity as to how the proposal complies 
with the policies in the emerging Plan. As a re-
sult, the 29 March deadline is being extended, 
probably to around the end of April.

It is worth reiterating that this site is not in-
cluded in the built-up area in the current Local 
Plan, and we now know that it is not included 
in the Local Plan 2036. We also know that the 
Council has its five year housing supply in place 
and that the Westwood Close scheme is not 
required in order to deliver that plan. Building 
on this site would not conform with Policy IN1F 
and we very much hope that HBC will refuse 
this application.

Save Long Copse Lane update
Words and pictures by Save Long Copse Lane group

In the summer edition of The 
Ems, it was reported that Havant 
Borough Council (HBC) saw no 
reasons to remove the Long 
Copse Lane (LCL) site from the 
Draft Local Plan 2036. 

Since then, there has been a huge community 
effort. Objections were submitted formally to 
HBC and personal emails sent directly to coun-
cillors. Many of you also helped the campaign 
by displaying Save Long Copse Lane signs, dis-
tributing leaflets or by purchasing and plant-
ing daffodils to ‘Light Up Long Copse Lane’. 

Thanks to everyone who helped. Our mes-
sage is being heard and it is now understood 
that the site is ecologically sensitive, possibly 
unsustainable and has traffic issues relating to 
capacity and safety. There are potential flood-
ing concerns which at present have no convinc-
ing resolution. These issues are real and serious 
and will affect all Emsworth residents and sur-
rounding communities. Despite the evidence 
and strong support from our local councillor 
Richard Kennet, who raised an amendment to 
remove the LCL site, HBC Councillors voted to 
approve the Pre-Submission Local Plan in full 
on the 28th January. Thanks to everyone for 
their support at the HBC meeting. Your sup-
port was generous and impressive. 

The pre-submission plan will now be re-
viewed by a government inspector who has 
the power to remove the LCL site. The Save 
LCL team prepared a submission on behalf of 
all of those registered on the save LCL web-
site. Challenges are made on the grounds of 

soundness and legality. We have asked for 
representation at the examination hearings 
and have invited the inspector to visit the site 
to obtain a first-hand view of the issues being 
raised. The closing date for submissions was 
18th March. 

Valuable work is being done on the ecology 
of LCL, and trees are being listed and classified. 
Greater efforts to co-operate with neighbour-
ing councils are needed to ensure a joined-up 
approach on wildlife protection and traffic 
impacts, both in Emsworth and neighbouring 
Westbourne. We need to understand the wider 
effects of drainage ponds. Although they are a 
good way to protect houses we need to consid-
er what happens if the River Ems is starved of 
water and pollution levels rise. What impact 
does this have on Chichester Harbour water 
quality and Hollybank Woods plant life that 
rely on an annual rise in water levels? 

Building houses on a slope with unstable 
clay soil will present new challenges of sta-
bility and pollution which would need to be 
fully understood before any development is 
allowed to proceed. On a positive note, as a 
direct result of everyone’s efforts a number of 
conditions were added to the Pre-Submission 
plan. These will impact on any proposed devel-
opment plans. In 2014 a government inspector 
determined that the site is not appropriate 
for development. In 2015 a landscape study 
commissioned by HBC, recommended that de-
velopment should not take place. In our view 
nothing has changed and we hope the new 
inspector will reach the same conclusion. LCL 
is an important and wonderful asset that must 
be protected for the benefit of all Emsworth 
residents.

Horse riders enjoying a Spring outing along Long Copse Lane
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ROBERT
LINEHAM
Central heating installation 
and up-dating, replacement 
boilers, general plumbing, 
tank renewal, bathrooms and 
kitchens, water treatment.

7 Garland Avenue
Emsworth
Hampshire PO10 7QA
Tel: 01243 371 888
Mobile: 07940 953958
robert_lineham@hotmail.co.uk

11268

 

Emsworth 
Community 

Centre 

A Great Venue for: 

 

01243 373805  
ems.ca@btconnect.com 

emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk  
 

Office open Mon-Fri 10am to 12noon 
Access behind the Fire Station Car Park 

 

Birthdays, Weddings and Christenings 

Group Meetings and Exhibitions 

Dance, Keep Fit and Art Classes 

 Various rooms available: 

Large and Small Halls,  Dance Studio,  

Skittles Alley,  Professional Kitchen 

and a Computer Suite.  Free WiFi 

Forging ahead: Emsworth Community Land 
Trust (ECLT) – public meeting Friday 15 March
Words and pictures by David Harris and ECLT

ECLT held two very well attended public meetings on Friday 15 March 
(3.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.) at Emsworth Community Centre. More than 
130 local people attended the two sessions giving their feedback and 
ideas to the CLT. 

Chair of the group, Dwynwen Stepien said: 
“We were delighted with the level of support 
and hope that people were able to get round 
to the displays and share their views. We 
will shape our strategy round the feedback 
received from those that attended.”

The aims were to update members of the 

public and to discuss the way forward for 
the organisation. ECLT came to prominence 
with their campaign to save the Emsworth 
Hospital site from the developers. In the 
autumn edition of The Ems we reported 
on how over 400 residents had packed the 
Baptist Church to hear about the future of the 

hospital site which has now been saved from 
developers and is likely to be the site of a new 
GP surgery and health services. ECLT are fully 
supportive of this move and held the meeting 
to put forward ideas for new projects to ad-
dress need in the town. The ECLT has three 
major areas of concern (see boxed items).

 After initial presentations delegates to the 
meeting were encouraged to break up into 
subject groups and discuss the above topics. 
Feedback forms were issued asking people to 
comment on what projects excite them, what 
they see as the biggest challenges and what 
people suggest should be the priority of the 
ECLT.

A number of challenging projects are being 
investigated by ECLT. They include:

> Working with Havant Borough Council 
(HBC) to get land to build key worker homes.

> Regenerating South Street – re-develop-
ing the toilets, improving the square.

> Developing Redlands Grange site to pro-
vide community and youth facilities.

If you missed the meeting you can see a vid-
eo on YouTube https://youtu.be/76NofftLIdc

The ECLT committee thanks all those who 
came to the meeting and will be in contact 
with members again nearer the date of their 
annual meeting on 11 July. If you would like 
to join the ECLT or volunteer with them see 
website for details www.emworthclt.org.uk.

Affordable homes for 
local people
> To work with others to build affordable 
homes for those in need in the Emsworth 
area.
> To work with land owners/council to 
acquire land (at below market price)
> To identify developers/builders to 
develop innovative schemes
> To review opportunities in South Street, 
improving and developing public facilities
> To find ways to assist people to get 
finance to enable them to rent or buy 
properties.
According to Rightmove the average sale 
price of a house in Emsworth is £409,619. 
The average price across England is 
£243,639. The average wage in Havant is 
only £23,245 p.a. (www.payspace.com).

Thriving Town Centre 
> To work with 
others to ensure 
Emsworth centre 
is sustainable 
and vibrant.
> To develop a 
‘town partner-
ship’ to identify 
issues and inno-
vative solutions.

> To contribute to improving public trans-
port links and improving the connectivity 
of North and South Emsworth.
> To identify opportunities to develop 
start-up businesses possibly with poten-
tial for housing above.
The closure of our last bank in 2017 is 
perceived to have impacted upon town 
centre businesses. Although vacancy 
rates for empty shops are well below 
the national average the existence of 
some empty buildings such as the former 
NatWest Bank and the Town Brewery PH 
is detrimental to the appearance of the 
town. The good news is that in March 
three new businesses opened in the town 
in what were previously empty shops; 
Stonecrest, Fine Creations Jewellers and 
Chalk Creative.

Community and Youth 
Opportunities
> To work with others to ensure sufficient 
facilities for the community and young 
people. 
> To work with young people and local or-
ganisations to develop a vision for young 
people in Emsworth.
> To work with key organisations and 
the council to explore the potential of 
Redlands Grange site for community and 
youth facilities.
> To ensure that existing community 
space is not lost to developers.
Emsworth has a number of thriving 
uniformed and church youth groups but 
lacks provision for harder to reach young 
people. The North Emsworth area only 
has the SYRCH Centre for community 
space, despite the massive increase in 
population likely in this area due to nu-
merous proposed housing developments.
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YOUR LOCAL 
TOOL HIRE

ABNA
Rear of: 
The Old Flour Mill 
Queen Street 
EMSWORTH
01243 371251

NEWDRIVES
Paving and Surfacing Specialists

Driveways • Patios • Paths
Block Paving • Landscaping

Drive on our experience!
01329 847777 

www.newdrives.co.uk

The LATEST in Eyewear, Technology & Style
OCT Technology

With a quick OCT test we can 
detect eye problems before 
they even start affecting or 

damaging your eyesight   

Blepharitis Clinic
For suffers of inflamed sore 

eyelids, we now offer the 
BlephexTM treatment to  

provide lasting relief

High Fashion Frames   
We stock a wide selection of the 
latest fashions and innovations

Martin Steels Ltd
Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner

martinsteels.com
Saturdays: 9am to 1:00pm 
Weekdays: 9am to 5:30pm

4, The Old Flour Mill, 
Queen Street, Emsworth

01243 375141

5 Old Mill Square,
Storrington

01903 740420

39 Tarrant Street,
Arundel

01903 883444

New Year get together 
with EVCT
Words and picture by Douglas Meany

Ems Valley Community Transport 
(EVCT) enjoys great support from its 
clients and volunteers and likes to 
return the favour when it can. 

Thanks to a generous donation made some time 
ago they did just that for many of the regulars 
at the end of January. The Woodmancote Pub 
was the venue for an Ems Valley Community 
Transport get-together lunch. About 50 
clients, drivers and the management team 
enjoyed an excellent lunch and dessert. The 
friendly team of volunteer drivers collected 
the guests from home, joined them at the ta-
bles then returned them safely, fully fed and 
watered, by mid-afternoon. 

Following a welcome and introduction from 
current Ems Valley Chairman, Douglas Meany 
who introduced and paid tribute to the Ems 
Valley team, the staff at ‘The Woody’ swiftly 
served delicious food expertly and efficiently 

with lots of smiles and chat. The menu includ-
ed, traditional fish and chips, braised beef, liv-
er and bacon or salmon and prawn salad. The 
guests had pre-ordered their choice so there 
was no waiting to be served. In comfortable 
warm surroundings there was plenty of chat-
ter as many old friends exchanged stories or 
others met and made new friends.

Ems Valley Community Transport Car 
Scheme provides lifts for people who would 
normally have difficulty travelling by or ac-
cessing public transport because of disability 
or frailty. Set up by volunteers with volunteer 
drivers using their own vehicles it makes it 
easier to visit hospitals, doctors and clinics, 
hairdressers and dentists. It also provides 
some transport to help with shopping trips or 
social visiting. 

If you would like to drive for EVCT they will 
welcome you and reimburse travel costs or if 
you would like to use the EVCT service, contact 
them on 01243 371903.

Maisie’s 100th birthday
Words and picture by Judy Hickman (daughter)

Long-time Emsworth resident, Maisie 
Hammersley, celebrated her 100th birthday at 
home on 9th January. Family, neighbours and 
friends joined her for a small gathering to mark 
the occasion. Maisie was born and brought up 
in Southsea, where she worked as a seam-
stress until her marriage to Jack Hammersley 
in 1940, when she moved to Southbourne.  She 
had a daughter, Judy, in 1948 followed some 
time later by a son, Patrick, in 1959.  After a 
couple of years living in Surrey while Jack 
worked in London, the family moved to a new 
house in Emsworth in 1959.  Maisie has lived 
in the same house ever since.

Maisie has pursued a wide range of interests 
during her long life.  In the early days of her 
marriage she bred cocker spaniels and grew 
vegetables to supplement the wartime diet.  

She has always enjoyed gardening and was 
able to continue well into her nineties.  Maisie’s 
creative skills are many and varied, including 
all kinds of sewing, knitting, soft toy making 
and soft furnishings.  She was an active par-
ticipant in the Havant WI craft market until it 
closed a few years ago.  

Maisie likes sport (particularly rugby and 
tennis) and used to play tennis and badminton.  
She is also a keen advocate of sea swimming.  In 
quieter moments she is an avid reader.  Maisie 
and Jack enjoyed many holidays together, in 
particular touring around France, and also 
staying in the New Forest in their caravan. 
Although life at 100 is becoming challenging, 
Maisie has kept her sense of humour and pos-
itive outlook, and is much loved by her family 
and friends.

Emsworth Oyster Boat on Show
Words by Alison Beckett
Our Victorian oyster boat Terror will be one of 
the stars of the show at the Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy Open Day in April. This annual 
event showcases the work of the Conservancy 
and Terror has been invited along.

Visitors will be able to climb on board and 
meet some of the volunteer crew. Booking 
information will be available and all visitors 
can take part in a prize draw to win a free trip 
for two people. The event is on Saturday 27th 
April from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. from the Harbour 
Office at Itchenor.

Trips on Terror from Emsworth Yacht 
Harbour will start on Friday 10th May running 
through to Sunday 29th September. Check the 
timetable online as the boat can only go out 
when the tides are right. The ticket price for 
2019 remains the same at £20 for adults and 
£16 for children. For a really special day out 
you can book the boat for your own group of 
six people at the reduced rate of £110.

Find out more at www.oysterboatterror.
org.uk, we look forward to welcoming you 
onboard.

Health talk
Words by Jim Strudwick, Chairman, Emsworth PPG
There will be a Health Talk organised by 
the Patient Participation Group (PPG) on 
Thursday 9 May at 6 P.M. (note earlier time) 
at the Slipper Sailing Club, South Street, 
Emsworth. Local GP, Dr. William Denby 
will talking on Skin Health, unusual lesions 

(growths) and taking precautions for pre-
vention of tumours. He will also talk on the 
life of a GP in Australia. Other topics to be 
covered include, Social Prescribing and plans 
for future GP service provision. There are no 
tickets, just turn up, but numbers are limited.

Maisie Hammersley
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Weldrite Engineering 
Services

Station Garage
MOT Test Centre
Servicing & Repairs
Bosch Diagnostic 
Specialists

Credit cards accepted
Free local collection & delivery
Open 6 days a week from 8am

01243 375076
07747 844961 or 07762 01102

P.J. BALDRY
Your Local Flat Roof Specialist
Flat Roofs • Tiles • Slates • 
Re-roofing • Maintenance
Soffits • Fascias • Gutters

Reliable
Cheerful

Experienced
Hard-working
Good Value

42 Horndean Road, Emsworth

01243 372253

Morning Coffee • Light Lunches • Afternoon Tea

Liza Reeves
Fabulous Food

Private Caterer For Any Event
Weddings - Parties - Receptions

Dinner Parties - Corporate Events

01243 377454 / 07932 655016
www.lizareeves-catering.com
info@lizareeves-catering.com 

Emsworth celebrates 
St. George’s Day on 
Tuesday 23rd April
Words by Cllr Rivka Cresswell. Picture by John Tweddell. 

Emsworth will celebrate St. George’s Day 
with its annual parade. Emsworth residents 
are rightly proud of their military neighbours 
on Thorney Island and St George’s Day gives 
them the opportunity to show their gratitude 
to the men and women of our armed services 
for their dedication to duty, in these uncertain 
times.

For Emsworth this is the 11th time we have 
invited soldiers from Thorney Island to cele-
brate the Day and this year we are welcoming 
the men and women of 16 Regiment Royal 
Artillery. The Emsworth Rose, previously 
known as the Imjin Rose, will be presented 
to the Sphinx Battery and all the veterans 
marching in the parade. The Emsworth Rose 
is in honour of the soldiers who fought in the 
Battle of Imjin River in the often forgotten 
Korean War (1950 -1953)

The parade starts at 10.30 a.m. with Veterans 
from various conflicts going back more than 
60 years marching with 16 Regiment Royal 
Artillery through Emsworth accompanied 
by a band. Children from Thorney Island and 
Emsworth Primary School also accompany the 

Parade. It is held in St Peters’ Square in front 
of the Mayor of Havant, Cllr Peter Wade and 
the Commanding Officer from the 16 Regiment 
Royal Artillery, Thorney Island. The street col-
lection will be behalf of SSAFA.

Some roads will be closed in the central area 
on the morning of 23 April.  These are High 
Street (town roundabout) and Queen Street 
at the junction with the A259. Buses travelling 
west will use the bypass during this time and 
stop west of the town roundabout. Bridgefoot 
Path will remain open for access.

Community updates 
Compiled by David Harris

Local wine group gets 
national recognition

Alan Borrow, leader 
of the Ems Valley U3A 
wine appreciation 
group has had a full 
page article about 
the group published 
in, Sources, the ed-
ucational journal of 
U3A.  The article de-
scribes the various 
trips the group have 

undertaken to wine producing areas in Spain, 
Germany, France and Italy.  Wine is such a pop-
ular subject in Emsworth that Ems Valley U3A 
now supports three monthly groups and is 
looking at starting up a fourth group.  https://
u3asites.org.uk/emsvalley/home

RNLI events
The Emsworth branch of the RNLI have an-
nounced that the following fund raising events 
will be held this year.
Sat 13 April 9.30 a.m. – 11.45 a.m. Coffee 
Morning. Slipper Sailing Club
Sat 6 July 8 a.m. -12 noon Flag Day in town 
centre
Sat 3 Aug 9.30 a.m. – 2 p.m. Quay sales. 
Emsworth Quay.
Sat 2 Nov 9.30 a.m. – 11.45 a.m. Coffee morn-
ing. Slipper Sailing Club.
For more information contact: Lizzie Spencer 
Email:  lizzieannespencer@gmail.com

Southbourne Surgery
Words by Claire McCann
We are all striving to support the overbur-
dened NHS, especially at this time of year. We 
urge our patients to use your local pharmacist 
team as your first line of treatment for minor 
ailments.  We also have an up to date ’Self-
Care’ area on the front page of our website 
with suggested links.  www.southbournesur-
gery.com

In May 2018 NHS England published guidance 
to primary care prescribers asking us not to 
routinely prescribe over the counter medicines 

for common conditions. You might now find 
something you have previously received on 
prescription e.g. treatment for dry skin or dry 
eyes, can usually be an ‘over the counter’ med-
ication for you to purchase.

Finally, as the housing increases in the local 
area, we would like to reiterate that we are 
very happy to welcome new patients to our 
practice. We pride ourselves on being forward 
thinking and in anticipation of the increasing 
numbers, we have extended our staffing. 
Please call into the surgery where will be hap-
py to help you register with us. You will need 
to bring proof of address and photographic ID.

Council Tax increase in 
Havant
Council tax in the Havant BC area will rise by 
4.13% in 2019/20. The increase is made up in 
rises in contributions to HBC (2.99%), Hants CC 
(2.99%) Fire and Rescue (3%) and Police (13.5%)

Chichester DC Council tax 
to increase
In the Chichester DC area Council Tax bill will 
rise on average by £94.  The increase is made 
up of £5 to CDC, £65 to West Sussex CC and £24 
to Sussex Police.  

Defibrillators update
Janet Baradall, Emsworth’s own defibrillator 
champion has informed The Ems that she is 
looking at sites in the Queen Street area to com-
plete Emsworth’s provision of defibrillators.

Fabulous Community Café in the heart of 
Emsworth
If you haven’t yet tried Hewitt’s café, South 
Street, Emsworth, you’re missing a real treat. 
Run by The Right to Work CIC, which provides 
essential work opportunities for people with 
learning disabilities, Hewitt’s Café offers a 
fabulous set ‘Regular Diners’ lunch – 2 cours-
es for £6, aimed primarily at older  within our 
community – but as long as you pre-book, we 
really don’t mind who comes along. 

Hewitt’s also offers a regular café menu, 
everything’s cooked and served by the won-
derful team. Most often people with learning 
disabilities are the receivers of services, in 
Hewitt’s the tables are turned. Please pop in 
a try it. www.therighttowork.co.uk

St George’s Day Parade in Emsworth

Alan Borrow

Janet Baradall
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R.C. Decorators

01243 372337
07771 628188

Domestic & Commercial • All work guaranteed
Established 28 Years

Repair Care International  
Special Contractor

Wallpapering • Painting
Decorating (internal & external)

General Maintenance
Restoration

H. LOUCH and SONS
Est. 1870

Building Contractors
Incorporating JPG

29a Victoria Road, Emsworth

01243 372023
peter@jpgbuildersandcontractors.com

ADDISON LAW
SOLICITORS

01243 372306

The personal, professional service
8 North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD

www.addisonlaw.co.uk

• Residential & 
commercial property

• Home Information Packs
• Wills, Probate & Trusts
• Inheritance Tax Planning

• Powers of Attorney
• Business Formations & 
Transfers

• Town & Country Planning
• Development of Land

Schools, Education & Youth

Updates
Compiled by David Harris

Havant scores poorly 
as a place to live if you 
are young
In a nationwide survey carried out by the 
BBC, the Havant BC area scored only 4/10 
on facilities for young people. It was rated 
poorly on entertainment, bus services and 
sports facilities. Havant scored well on 
mental health services and employment 
opportunities. Chichester DC area also 
scored poorly, getting only 4/10. It also 
scored badly on public transport, sports 
facilities and entertainment. Cities such 
as Portsmouth (7/10) and Brighton (6/10) 
tended to have better provision for young 
people. The worst place to be young in 
England is Melton, Leicestershire (2/10) 
and the best is Islington, North London 
(8/10). 

Library news 
Emsworth library has a good collection 
of children’s books and offers a range of 
children’s activities. 

Opening hours are: Mon, Wed, Sat 9.30 
a.m. - 1.00 p.m., Tues & Thurs 9.30 a.m. -5 
p.m., Fri 9.30 – 7.00 p.m. 

Children’s craft activity every 4th 
Saturday of the month 9.30 a.m. – 12 
noon for 4-11 year olds accompanied by 
an adult.

Children’s Lego/Duplo Construction Club 
every 1st & 3rd Friday of the month 1 
p.m. – 6 p.m.

23 High Street, 
Emsworth, PO10 
7AQ Telephone: 
0300 555 1387 / 
01329 225391 (Call 
centre: Mon - Fri 
8.30 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
Email: emsworth.
library@hants.gov.
uk www.hants.gov.
uk/library

Most Hampshire pupils get first choice of secondary school
Over 98 per cent of parents in Hampshire 
have been offered a place for their child, at 
one of their preferred choices for a second-
ary school, by Hampshire County Council. 

Of those who applied, for a Year 7 place 
for September 2019, more than 92 per cent 
have been offered a place at their first choice 

school. The County Council received 14,351 
on-time applications this year, an increase 
of 370 applications compared to Sept 2018. 

Pupils who did not secure a place at one 
of their chosen schools have been allocated 
a place at a school near to where they live, 
with available spaces. Parents have the right 

to appeal in these situations and their child’s 
name will be added to the waiting list for 
their preferred schools. Places do become 
available if parents change their mind, or 
families move home. The admissions team is 
now busy processing primary school appli-
cations with offers due to go out on 16 April .

Local secondary schools under perform
Words by David Harris
The 2018 secondary school league tables have been published 
and show that 7 out of 13 local schools (within a 10 mile radius of 
Emsworth) have been rated below average. 
League tables have been around for a long 
time and have always been controversial. In 
the past they tended to measure performance 
at GCSE level but a new indicator, Progress 8 
score has been introduced. The Progress 8 
score is between -1 and +1. A score of +1 means 
that pupils achieve one grade higher in each 
qualification than other similar pupils na-
tionally. A score of -1 means they achieve one 
grade lower. The average Progress 8 score of 
all secondary schools nationally should be 0. 

Historically, there has been considerable 
educational under-achievement in the South 

East Hampshire area. Publicly funded schools 
in Portsmouth do particular badly and in 2018 
the Progress 8 score for Portsmouth was -0.34 
(below average) with only 37% of pupils pass-
ing English and Maths at Grade 5+. 

The reasons for this are not well understood 
as SE Hampshire is not an area of extreme 
deprivation. In Hackney, which is the second 
most deprived local authority in England the 
Progress 8 score was +0.31 (above average) 
with 46.7% of pupils passing English and 
Maths at Grade 5+.

Oaklands is the best performing school in the Havant area

Bishop Luffa is the best in the Chichester area

SCHOOL LOCATION & 
EDUCATION AUTHORITY

PROGRESS 8 SCORE Pupils passing English & 
Maths GCSE at Grade 5+

Bishop Luffa Chichester, W Sussex +0.46 Above average 66%
Bourne College Southbourne, W Sussex -0.28 Below average 40%
Chichester Free Chichester, W Sussex -0.05 average 37%
Chichester High Chichester, W Sussex -0.56 well below average 33%
Cowplain Cowplain, Hants +0.01 average 31%
Crookhorn Waterlooville, Hants -0.42 below average 38%
Havant Academy Havant, Hants -0.73 well below average 19%
Hayling College Hayling, Hants -0.02 average 42%
Horndean Horndean, Hants -0.09 average 40%
Oaklands RC Waterlooville, Hants _0.08 average 48%
Park Community Havant, Hants -0.8 well below average 14%
Purbrook Park Waterlooville, Hants -0.28 below average 28%
Warblington Havant, Hants -0.48 below average 38%
Hampshire Average -0.09 45.2%
W Sussex Average +0.05 43.6%
Portsmouth Average -0.34 37%
England Average -0.02 43.3%
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Schools, Education & Youth

www.springfieldnursing.co.uk

• Nursing and Residential Care       
• Convalescent, respite and 

long term stay available

Springfield: 01243 372445Prinsted: 01243 372024

a warm welcome  
awaits you

Springfield has two family run 
care homes, located in Emsworth 
and Prinsted. We are dedicated 
to making every day an enjoyable 
and rewarding one creating a 
happy, comfortable environment 
for each individual.

For unbiased Independent 
Financial Advice on...
• Pension & early 

retirement planning
• Self-invested pension 

arrangements
• Life & critical illness 

cover

• Inheritance planning
• Free initial consultation
• Pension transfer 

analysis
• Mortgage Advice
• Investment Advice

FREEPHONE 0800 980 4136
2 The Old Flour Mill, Queen Street, Emsworth, 

Hampshire, PO10 7BT
Independent Financial Solutions is the trading name of DMJ Associates. 

DMJ Associates is an appointed representative of 
Adviser Business Solutions Ltd 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage. 

The FCA does not regulate Inheritance Tax Planning and some types of mortgage.

The Old Pharmacy
57 High Street, Emsworth

01243 372751

Professional & friendly service 
NHS & Private Prescriptions 
Medicines Sales & Advice 
Private Consultation Room

Fine fragrances & cosmetics 
Bronnley, Yardley, Roger & Gallet 

Mason Pearson hair brushes 
Sun preparations 

Instant passport photographs

Jill Pearce-Haydon is the new Headteacher 
at St James Primary School
I am delighted to be able to 
introduce myself as the new 
Headteacher at St. James CEC 
Primary School. 
It is a great privilege to be able to build upon 
the huge success the school has already 
achieved. The school has an excellent reputa-
tion and I can certainly see why. I have now 
completed my first term and have settled in 
quickly because staff, children, parents, gov-
ernors and parish clergy have welcomed me 
into the school community.

Over the last twenty four years, I have en-
joyed working in a variety of primary schools 
as a class teacher, deputy head and for the 
last eight years as a Headteacher in a primary 
school in Godalming. I moved to Hampshire 
from Derbyshire over eight years ago to live 
nearer to my parents. It is clear to see that 
highly dedicated staff provide children with 
the highest quality of education in a caring, 
Christian, inclusive environment. Children are 
engaged in their learning, inquisitive, polite and 
quite rightly proud of their wonderful school. 
On my first day, a friendly child from Year 2 

said, ‘Have a lovely day my new Headteacher’ 
I have the highest expectations of myself, 

staff and children and it is my intention that 
we will continue to support all pupils to reach 
their full potential. I believe in a positive and 
exciting future, working, growing and devel-
oping together as a whole school community. 
I am proud and happy to have joined the St. 
James’ family.

The Broomfield Photographic Competition 2019
(Sponsored by Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association), Words by Jill Millar

Maurice Broomfield was a great photographer 
who specialized in industrial photography 
and, in particular, people at work. In the period 
after the Second World War, especially in the 
50’s and 60’s, while British industry was get-
ting back on its feet, the owners and directors 
of factories, offices and all sorts of other work 
places learnt that Maurice was the “go to” per-
son, not only in Britain but in a whole string 
of countries, to draw attention to and, indeed, 
showcase the importance of what they were 
doing. He had a truly international reputation.

Maurice spent the last part of his life in 
Emsworth where he found enormous pleasure 
looking over the Slipper Mill Pond and, in par-
ticular, its wildlife. He was a great supporter 
of the SMPPA and when he died in 2010 those 
who attended his “funeral” were asked by 
his wife Suzy to make a contribution to the 
SMPPA. 

When it came to choosing a way to use that 

donation, Suzy pointed out he had been sup-
porting a photographic competition in a Senior 
School for years. It was promptly suggested 
we could start a competition for primary/jun-
ior schools around Emsworth. 

The first competition was set up in 2012 and 
has continued annually in the Spring Term, 
with a giving of prizes at the beginning of the 
May Bank Holiday weekend to coincide with 
the Arts Trail. 
This year’s competition is as follows:
Deadline for entries: 15 April 2019
Prize giving: Friday, 3 May 2019 4 pm 
Emsworth Community Centre 
Display of Photographs: 3 – 6 May (courtesy 
of Emsworth Arts Trail)
Participating Schools: Emsworth Primary, St 
James C of E, Southbourne Junior, Funtington 
Primary, Thorney Island,  
Westbourne Primary
Chair of Judging: Jeff Thatcher

Scouts and Tanzania
Words and picture by Jo Appleby

I am Assistant Scout Leader 
at 1st Emsworth Scouts and 
myself and my two sons are 
fundraising over £10,000 to go 
on an expedition to Tanzania in 
August 2020. 
We are fundraising on behalf of two projects; 
Oli and I are renovating a maternity unit in 
Mtimbira, a tribal region where it is common 
for girls of 12 to be married and having ba-
bies. The maternity centre is in extremely 
bad condition with holes in the ceiling and 
bats living above and excreting on the beds. 
There is only one small dirty sink and it is 
where these young girls who are not yet 
ready for childbirth are delivering babies 
sometimes alone and very scared.

Tom’s team are building an accommoda-
tion block for a School in Madabadaba that 
the team built in 2017. The two teachers 
are currently sleeping on the office floor, 

one with a young baby, as teachers get paid 
so little in Tanzania they cannot afford their 
own homes. The school has only been open 
two years so only has about 200 students 
but more will arrive every year and the two 
teachers currently teach them all in classes 
of 60-100 between the two of them.

1st Emsworth Scouts are offering our 
services to help Emsworth residents and 
businesses with jobs on Saturday and pos-
sibly Sunday afternoons to help raise funds 
for the expedition and projects. Ideally we’d 
like to raise a minimum of £100 every week-
end as we only have about a year to raise 
this huge sum of money. We will also be 
organising quiz nights in the Scout hut - the 
first is being planned for March. We would 
be very grateful for any help and support 
you may be able to offer us in promoting 
our services and let people know they can 
donate to help us, Hampshire Scouts ISSU 
and Tanzania 2020 even if they don’t need 
anything doing. 

Email: Joanna.appleby@btinternet.com

Ollie, Joanna and Tom

MtimbiraMadabadaba
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Motor repairs

• Servicing
• MOT testing
•  Electronic diagnostics
•  Tyres and exhausts

Bodywork repairs

•  Full bodyshop facilities
•  Mitsubishi & SAAB approved
•  Insurance and private work
• Free loan car

Tel. 01243 372336 
www.lillywhitegarage.co.uk

Complete car care under one roof

Approved 
Bodyshop

FRESH MILK
FARM-PASTEURISED

AND BOTTLED
DELIVERED LOCALLY

S.H.YOUNG
& SON LTD

WARBLINGTON CASTLE FARM

(Havant) 023 9248 3374
ALSO SKIMMED AND  

STERILISED MILK, CREAM,  
EGGS, POTATOES ETC

Final Straw
Environmental group, Final Straw 
are facilitating a single-use plastic 
free day on Wednesday 8 May at 
various local schools.

Children are requested not to bring sin-
gle-use plastics (straws, crisp packets, plas-
tic bottles, etc.) to school in their lunch boxes. 
The schools will hold assemblies focusing on 
plastic in the environment. For more info 
contact finalstraw@gmail.com

Mudlarking at the 
Millpond
Words and pictures by Chris Clode

A band of volunteers from 
Emsworth Sailing Club, 
Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club 
and the Radio Sailors donned 
their wellies to clear out the 
large build-up of cans, bottles, 
branches and general detritus 
that has accumulated in the 
Millpond over the winter. 
The first regular draining of the Millpond 
this year presented an ideal opportunity to 
tackle the large amount of material that had 
gathered, a lot of which were branches that 
had either blown off the many trees round 
the pond or deposited in the water by prun-
ing. The usual array of fast food containers, 
plastic bottles, and general plastic waste 
that had been discarded into the pond by 
careless and unthinking passers-by was also 
removed, the net result being a much cleaner 
and less unsightly pond.

Thousands of walkers, runners and local 
residents use the Promenade, Bath Road 
and Bridgefoot Path every week as they 
enjoy the attraction that is the Millpond. It 
is good to know that community spirit ex-
ists amongst locals to keep the pond clean 
and tidy. The piles of rubbish that resulted 
from the clean-up were swiftly removed by 
Norse SE and their helpful co-operation was 
most welcome by all those who helped in 
the clean-up, as well as the local residents 
of Emsworth who are proud of their town 
Millpond. 

We would also like to thank Emsworth 
Residents’ Association for its donation from 
the Community Chest to enable us to buy 
waders, gloves and ancillary equipment 
for the specific purpose of cleaning up 
the Millpond. In conjunction with Havant 
Borough Council, the Environment Agency 
and the twosailing clubs, the pond is drained 
and flushed through regularly during the 
summer months in order to keep the water 
quality to a high standard and to enable the 
clearing of rubbish.

Biodiversity is the key to survival
Words by Ray Cobbett

In January Havant Borough Council (HBC) 
published a Biodiversity Strategy as part of 
its environment evidence base supporting the 
new Pre-Submission Local Plan published in 
February. Its declared purpose is to provide a 
vision and strategy for producing a net gain to 
biodiversity in the borough. 
These include almost every living thing and 
their habitats such as plants, trees, hedge-
rows, streams, green spaces that represent 
our local ecological network. With thousands 
of new houses being planned on mostly green 
field sites the new biodiversity strategy is 
timely and essential. 

A survey by Emsworth environmentalists in 
which 670 residents participated, named ur-
ban development and pollution as the biggest 
single threats to the local environment. Field 
work by Hampshire Biodiversity Information 
Centre (HBIC) shows that up to 50% of 25 indic-
ative Hampshire species are in decline. 

Hampshire Wildlife Trust has described the 
state of nature in the county as in ‘free fall’. 

HBC’s unique natural infrastructure embrac-
es a full range of nature sites from an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 3 Sites of 
Scientific Interest, 8 Local Nature Reserves 
and 110 Sites of Interest to Nature well as a 
large Special Protection Area. 

National planning policy makes it clear 
that valuable habitats, must be protected, 
enhanced or replaced. The key word is ‘miti-
gation’ that goes beyond replacing a few trees 
to improving biodiversity. 

Local examples are Hampshire Farm 
Meadows, a 42-acre site set aside for tree and 
hedgerow cultivation. Another is the subject 
of a current planning application for 70 homes 
north of Bartons Road where ecologists, 
retained by the developers, have proposed 
a comprehensive programme of mitigation 
work including new native plantings, bat and 
bird roosts, adjusted lighting, etc. Biodiversity 
is the key to life everywhere and preserving it 
is critical to our continued survival.
www.havantfoe.org.uk/presentations/

Friends of Nore Barn Woods at work
Words and picture by Clare Jury

Nore Barn Woods is at the west end of the 
Emsworth foreshore, and easily accessible 
with paths around and through the woods.  
The Friends of Nore Barn Woods (FONBW) 
was formed in 2002 to conserve and keep the 
woods an attractive area for wildlife and visi-
tors alike. This past year has seen much work 
being carried out by the FONBW volunteers, 
primarily with ongoing improvements to the 
Wayfarers Walk hedge, clearing back bram-
bles and planting saplings along part of the 
hedge to the west of the woods.  We have also 
increased the variety of planting on the south 
side, including some layering to create better 
protection of the woods from the seaward 
side.

Volunteers are the key to the work carried 
out in the woods. Without them, Nore Barn 
Woods would be overrun by brambles, holly, 
ivy and nettles and the hedgerows would sim-
ilarly be affected leading to the deterioration 
in the diversity of wildlife, trees, shrubs and 
plants.   FONBW is keen to give nature a chance 
to flourish and the clearance work is carefully 
managed to allow not only wildlife but also 

native wild flowers and trees to inhabit the 
woods unhindered by more invasive plants.

An increase in footfall from walkers, with 
or without dogs, and birdwatchers has shown 
FONBW the importance of maintaining the 
paths through and around the woods. We 
alert visitors via the noticeboards to the im-
portance of caring for the environment par-
ticularly when the tide is out and the mudflats 
are alive with waders whether over-wintering, 
on their annual migration, or regulars allowing 
them to feed undisturbed.

FONBW are keen for new volunteers to come 
forward and the plan for 2019 is to increase 
membership. www.norebarnwoods.org.uk

Chris Clode

Material cleared from the Millpond

Friends of Nore Barn Woods
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into your home

Bring some

T: 02392 466007
E: enquiries@aqua-ltd.co.uk
www.aqua-ltd.co.uk

Visit our showroom: 
18 Elm Grove, Hayling Island, Hampshire, PO11 9EF

If your dark, old bathroom is dragging you 
down, then change it for one that will leave you 
feeling fresh, clean and bright as a summer’s day.

Whatever your budget and ideas, our talented 
team will create and install a beautiful bathroom 

that will make you smile for years to come.

Call us today.

Boomerang Bags 
update
Words and picture by Vicky Gould

The good news is that the EU are 
going to ban all single use plastic 
bags by 2021. 
Boomerang Bags in Emsworth are vital in order 
that we can cut down on plastic waste. Almost 
all independent shops in Emsworth now stock 
them and the feedback is that everyone really 
likes them. Many people ask for them, but not 
that many return them to be reused again. In 
my walks around the village I have never seen 
anyone using one. Where are they all? Please 
use them, or return them to a shop if you have 
enough reusable bags. 

We have about 15 people making the bags. 
Groups of us meet to cut the material, sew and 
distribute the bags The Blue Bell PH in South 
Street collects material from the public and the 
finished bags. Bianca Carr from the Final Straw 
also distributes material to the sewing groups 
and bags to the shops. New recruits, Caroline 
Fisk and Ann Davis are busy with networking, 
posters and recruiting new members. A big 
thanks to everyone who is making, donating 
material, collecting material and organising 
things. 

We always need new people to sew, as we 
cannot keep up from the demand, especially 
from the greengrocers, the two butchers and 
the hardware store. That is why it is really 
important to return bags so that they can be 
reused. If you have any spare material, please 
pass it on to The Blue Bell. If you want to start 
sewing or helping in any other way, please 
contact me, Vicky Gould on 01243 373118

Hollybank Woods
Words by Andy Brook
Hollybank Woods is an area to the north of 
Emsworth in Hampshire, on the border with 
West Sussex, and is open all year to the public. 
Although there is no formal public car park, 
roadside parking is available along Hollybank 
Lane.  There are a myriad of tracks and paths 
to explore which provide tranquil and diverse 
areas for walkers, horse riders and cyclists to 
use year round. 

The woods cover an area of 157 acres of 
mostly mature broadleaved woodland, with a 
younger conifer forestry plantation.  It is clas-
sified as a site of importance for nature con-
servation, and home to a diverse range of flora 

and fauna. Hollybank Woods was formerly a 
part of the larger Southleigh Forest and is doc-
umented from Roman times, established as a 
wood pasture (combining trees with pasture 
for grazing animals) in Saxon times and a Royal 
forest in Norman times.  The woods date back 
to the original wildwoods of Britain (between 
7000 BC and 4000 BC) making it of extreme 
international importance and essential for 
wildlife species specific to such habitats.

Hollybank is a working forest with public 
access. Some areas of the woodland may be 
closed from time to time to necessitate on-
going forestry. Less than 5% of the woodland 

is currently unavailable for public access. The 
majority of the woodland can be enjoyed even 
in areas where coppicing is being carried out. 
When visiting the woodland please observe 
any notices that prohibit access to areas of 
forestry work. The forest has a volunteer 
group, the Friends of Hollybank Woods who 
are a group of local residents, formed in 
spring 2001 to help promote the enjoyment of 
Hollybank Woods.  The Friends of Hollybank 
Woods organise regular work parties and will 
be reintroducing themed walks run by local 
naturalists later this year.

Email: hollybankwoods@icloud.com

News from Brook Meadow
Words by Roger Mills, pictures by Roger Mills and Juliet Walker

There is a charming path winding 
its way from the scenic beauties 
of the Palmers Road Car Park 
Recycling Centre through to the 
footbridge. 
It allows access right down to water level by 
the Ems, quite a rare thing for any riverside 
path, and runs through part of the only sig-
nificant piece of woodland in the centre of 
Emsworth. Indeed it may be in parts quite an 
ancient survival. Palmers Road Copse is the 
name given to it although it is really part of 
Brook Meadow. 

Much of the timber is Crack Willow (Salix 
Fragilus) which has fallen and regenerated 
many times. This spring Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group has undertaken clear-
ance work of dead wood and some of the 
vigorous ground level Ivy, Bramble and other 
undergrowth. Some fallen branches have be 
removed to open up the bank. Removing the 
undergrowth will improve plant diversity by 
giving anything dormant in the soil room to 
breathe.

One area cleared will be used to plant two 
alder trees gifted to the group. Maurice Lillie 
for the Group explained: The Group hopes 

that the work will both improve the biodiver-
sity of the area as well as its amenity value. 
Readers may be interested to look at two 
aerial photographs from the 1920s which 
show both the Meadow tree line and the 
amount of woodland lost with the building of 
the Inner Bypass in the 1970s. 

www.tinyurl.com/y3oqk6uk www.tinyurl.
com/y2wgcpmk

The volunteer who for some years 
has been litter picking at the 

interface between the Car Park and 
the Copse has had to give up. If you 

would be interested in taking this on 
please contact Jennifer Rye on  

01243 376926
Charlie and Lupo enjoying the water
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Please contact me if 
there’s anything I can help 
with, or you want to invite 
me to a community event. 

Visit my website for 
surgery details.

By post

House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA

t:  023 9241 5620
w:  AlanMak.org.uk
e:  Alan.Mak.MP@Parliament.UK

  @AlanMakMP
  fb.com/AlanMakHavant

Please visit my website to sign-up for my new residents’ email newsletter  
and details about my surgeries.

Serving the residents 
of Emsworth and the 
whole constituency

Member of Parliament for Havant

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, Building 6000, Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, Havant, PO9 1SA.  Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD.

CONTACT ALAN

ALAN MAK MP
YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

Emsworth Tree Wardens
Words and picture by Brendan Gibb-Gray 

To complete the 2018/19 planting season, 
six fine Oaks were planted by Emsworth 
Tree Wardens in Hampshire Farm Meadow 
on Saturday 2 March. It was a fine sunny 
morning, with the promise of afternoon 
rain to water in the young trees. The first 
spadeful was dug by the Mayor of Havant, 
Cllr Peter Wade. 

Havant Rotary Club kindly donated £200 
for the purchase English Oak trees to be 
planted on Hampshire Farm Meadow as 
part of their initiative to help the local nat-
ural environment. Emsworth Tree Wardens 
agreed to match this amount and, with a 
contribution from the ERA, the search be-
gan to source good quality trees from local 
nurseries. 

Oaks of about three metres in height cost 
around £150 which means only three trees 
could be purchased within the budget, but 
further research was carried out and the 
owner of Arundel Arboretum was able to 
supply six high quality English Oaks, but 
two metres in height. These trees as they 
develop will add significantly to the natural 
environment of the meadow.

We checked with the arborculturlist at 
Havant Borough Council who confirmed two 
metre Oaks would be suitable for planting 
on the Meadow. The Arboretum kindly 
deducted 20% of the cost as we are Tree 

Wardens. Arundel Arboretum has an exten-
sive nursery with knowledgeable staff so if 
other groups or individuals are thinking of 
purchasing trees they are worth a visit. 

We are grateful to Havant Rotary, Havant 
Borough Council who are supplying stakes, 
etc and to Neil and Cathy Mant of the Friends 
of Hampshire Farm Meadow for organising 
the planting.

Slipper Mill Pond  
footbridge 
refurbishment
Words and picture by Nick Madinaveita

The present footbridge at the South end of 
Slipper Mill Pond by the tidal gates is owned by 
a group of local residents and managed on their 
behalf by the Slipper Mill Pond Preservation 
Association (SMPPA). It was strengthened 
and a timber balustrade installed in 1993 but 
recently it has needed many repairs. After the 
urgent replacement of one of the sections of 
the top rail at the end of last summer it was 
agreed at the Annual General Meeting that 
action needed to be taken before the next 
season.

Following helpful discussions with the West 
Sussex Rights of Way team we explored alter-
native ways of resolving the problem but sadly 
a complete redesign of the bridge proved too 
costly and the associated bureaucracy would 
also have involved significant delay. Expert 
advice was sought and it was confirmed that 
the uprights on the bridge had some ten years 
of life in them but that the horizontal members 
would continue to give problems and needed 
replacing. 

After much discussion, especially as the 
earliest time that tradesmen could start was 
late spring, we agreed we should carry out 
the work using our own volunteers who had 
suitable experience. Materials and fixings 

were chosen carefully bearing in mind that 
the end product was expected to last as long 
as the posts. In the end we spent about £1,000 
on materials as against professional offers in 
excess of £4,000 to complete the work. Work 
started at the end of February and was com-
pleted in some five sessions, working on sunny 
days over a couple of weeks.

The bridge was not closed as at all times we 
posted a watchman to warn the team to allow 
free passage for users of the public footpath. In 
reality it provided welcome opportunities for 
a breather and relaxation, a chat with passing 
friends, interaction with assorted dogs and an 
admiration of babies in prams as they crossed 
the bridge.

The refurbished Slipper Mill Pond footbridge

Cllr Peter Wade planting an oak tree
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Winning Gold… Again!

Emsworth’s longest established estate agent. 
We’ve been helping people successfully buy  
and sell properties in and around Emsworth 
for over 50 years.

01243 374661  |  www.hazleandco.com

hazleandco

Hollybank House
Country House Bed & Breakfast

Ideal setting for private functions, 
wedding & funeral receptions in 

Emsworth

anna@hollybankhouse.com
www.hollybankhouse.com

01243 375502

Church

Fairtrade Fortnight 
Words and picture by Maureen Thompson
Each year we have two weeks of celebration 
to support Fairtrade. Traidcraft, one of the 
original pioneers of fair trade celebrated 40 
years of trading. Emsworth Churches marked 
this by a “Big Brew” tea party in Methodist 
International Hall. It was also 25 years of the 
Fairtrade Foundation, the charity that certifies 
and promotes the Fairtrade Mark and 10 years 
of Havant Borough being Fairtrade. This gave 
us another chance to celebrate with the Mayor 
of Havant, Councillor Peter Wade, where he 
baked a special cake to share, with delicious 
Fairtrade ingredients, at his March coffee 
morning. Both events not only supported 
farmers by promoting Fairtrade goods but 
also raised money for international and local 
charities. 

Fairtrade is a simple way to make a differ-
ence to poor farmers and producers. It chang-
es the way trade works through better prices, 
decent working conditions and a fairer deal 
for farmers in developing countries. Contact 
havantfairtrade@gmail.com or a local church.

Spring at Waterside
Words by Pam McBirnie
Waterside United Reformed Church Book Sale 
will take place on Friday 26 and Saturday 27 of 
April, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. It coincides with 
the Emsworth Arts Trail, and a range of art and 
craft books will be available, as well as light re-
freshments and a welcome sit-down for those 
engaged on the trail. Jigsaws, stamps and a 
few CDs and DVDs can also be purchased. A 
smaller range of books and jigsaws is always 
available at our weekly coffee mornings on 
Fridays from 10 a.m.

Sunday 16 June will be the 211th anniversary 
of the founding of the congregation. Our first 
record of Congregational worship in Emsworth, 
is of the dedication of a chapel in Nile Street 
in 1808. A group of worshippers had been 

meeting together 
for a few years be-
fore in the home of 
Olivia Holloway, in 
the building now oc-
cupied by Rowan’s 
Hospice charity 
shop. Initially there 
was considerable 
opposition to this 
group, but they per-
sisted, survived and expanded. The current 
church in Bath Road was dedicated in 1929. The 
anniversary service in June will be conducted 
by Rev. Mary Thomas from Hayling, who was a 
former Interim Moderator of Waterside.

Explore Easter in Emsworth
Words by Deacon Laura Evans (Emsworth Methodist Church & Pastoral Centre)

Emsworth residents will have received the 
Christians Together Easter Card and know 
something about the exciting ‘Explore Easter’ 
event that is taking place around the Mill 
Pond on Saturday 20 April. 

We’ll be out and about from 11 a.m. until 3 
p.m. with five outdoor stations around the Mill 
Pond and along Bath Road, each of them of-
fering a reflection on one part of the last week 
of Jesus’ life. These stations will be packed 
with fun craft and prayer activities suitable 
for both children and adults. Although we are 
looking at events that happened over 2000 
years ago many of the issues faced by Jesus 
and his followers are still relevant today. The 

stations will be based on themes such as joy, 
friendship, social justice. We hope that it will 
be thought-provoking as well as fun. 

The children at St James’ Primary and 
Emsworth Primary are having an art com-
petition and the winners’ pictures will be on 
show at the appropriate station. All this is 
free of charge - just a chance to explore the 
Easter story in an exciting and fun way. Why 
not come along and join us on the journey? 
Keep a look out for further publicity which 
will contain a map of the event and more 
information. Look out as well for our other 
Easter events; the Walk of Witness on Good 
Friday and our Sunrise Service on Easter 

Sunday. www.emsworthchristians.com
Methodist Church events
Tuesday 16 April at 2 p.m. we will gather in 

the Pastoral Centre to sing some well-known 
Easter hymns, think about what happened on 
that very first Easter, and eat hot cross buns 
together. 

Friday 19 April (Good Friday) at 7.15 p.m. 
there will be an opportunity to share in the 
reading of Luke’s account of Jesus life, from 
his birth all the way to his crucifixion. If you 
enjoy reading aloud, or simply wish to listen 
to the story, you’d be very welcome. 

9 – 11 July brings our annual Holiday@
Home; an opportunity for older adults to 

enjoy three days of activities ranging from 
a fun cooking session (absolutely no skill 
needed) to new age kurling (a sort of cross 
between bowls and skittles). To book please 
ring Mandy or Laura on (01243) 373773

St James’ Auction 

Over £4000 was raised at Emsworth’s Parish 
auction on 9 March. Thank you to all who 
donated and bought items and to the many 
local businesses that generously provided 
vouchers.
Easter Services
Maundy Thursday 18 April 7.30 p.m. United 
Holy Communion, St James, Emsworth. 
Good Friday 19 April 9.30 a.m. Hymns 
and Meditations, St Thomas à Becket, 
Warblington, 2 p.m. An hour at the Cross, St 
James, Emsworth. Easter Sunday 21 April 
6 a.m. Sunrise Service on the foreshore by 
Nore Barn Woods organised by all Emsworth 
churches. 8 a.m. Holy Communion, St James, 
Emsworth, 10 a.m. Celebration for all ages 
with Communion, St James Emsworth. 
11 a.m. Holy Communion, St Thomas à Becket, 
Warblington.

St James’ now has provision for children 
and teenagers every Sunday during the 
10 a.m. service. There church has crèche 
facilities. 
www.warblingtonwithemsworth.org

Havant Passion Play
We are still looking for cast members with 
both speaking and non-speaking parts; an-
gels, magi, tempters, locals, all these and 
many more feature in our new production.

Rehearsals begin in earnest at 1 p.m. on 
Sunday 30 June at Havant Methodist Church, 
Petersfield Road, PO9 2HU. 

Do come along and join us, you would be 
most welcome. Keep up to date with us on 
Facebook and Twitter.

jackychong@btinternet.com
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Community Events

Emsworth Arts Trail Ready for Take Off 
Words and pictures supplied by Emsworth Artists

The annual Emsworth Arts Trail is set to scale 
new creative heights this year thanks to a record-
breaking number of artists and groups taking part. 
Venues throughout the town will see a total of 107 
participants exhibit during the last weekend in April 
and first in May. 

“The Emsworth Arts Trail has certainly put the 
town on the map as a destination for art,” said 
Carol Price, the event’s chairman. “Now in our 
19th year, we have seen visitor numbers grow 
year on year and art lovers arriving from far 
and wide.” 

So much so, last year’s event saw more than 
87,000 visits recorded over the five days at 
99 venues. An impressive increase from the 
8,000 who went to 26 venues when records 
began in 2012. “We like to think of ourselves 
as a community of artists, with new exhibitors 
always welcome, so we are delighted to have 
26 talented new artists join us,” added Carol. 
“It means there is always something new to 
surprise and fascinate - from both the new and 
established participants.”

Since the trail began in 2001, with just a 
handful of artists exhibiting in their home 
studios, the event has grown to include many 
local businesses and community venues. 
Artists and makers exhibit their work in local 
shops, halls, pubs, sailing clubs, home studios 
and pop up galleries; resulting in a creative and 
colourful voyage of discovery.

With the majority of venues located within a 
mile of the town centre, visitors often make a 
family day out of it by walking or cycling along 
the trail. Plus, with such a wide variety of 
work on show, there is something to interest 

everyone from painters, printmakers, pho-
tographers, textile artists, wood carvers and 
ceramicists to jewellers and sculptors. 

Emsworth Arts Trail was first established 
in 2001 with just six artists opening up their 
studios to the public. Interest in the event and 
participation grew year on year and the trail 
was adopted as part of the Havant Arts Trail 
from 2004 - 2011. In 2012 the trail became the 
Emsworth Art Trail we know today, and this 
year will be the 8th trail since becoming inde-
pendent from the Havant May Days. 

Emsworth Arts Trail offers the chance to 
see and meet designers, painters and makers 
in their own homes and studios. Community 
halls, pubs and shops also act as exhibition 
space to bring creativity to every corner of 
the town. 

A trail guide is produced which has a clear 
map and information about each of the artists 
taking part. The guide will lead visitors on a 
fascinating tour of paintings, ceramics, pho-
tography, jewelry, textiles, furniture and more 
throughout Emsworth.

To preview the artists taking part, and 
plan your visit, see  

emsworthartstrail.org.uk

Metal
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Please check opening days and times for each venue,  
since not every venue is open for the whole of the  
weekend indicated.

Open both weekends  

Open first weekend only 

Open last weekend only

542827 6
Sat  Sun   Sat Sun Mon

Apr Apr   May May May

Key

   700 Bus stop

23

Index of Artists

  Art Invisible 47
 Martin Baggs 24
 Andrew Bailey 102
 Thomas Bain 89
 Niel Ballingal 90
 Anita Bell 60
 Eloise Biddlecombe 26
 Sandra Bidmead 74
 June Blake 48
 Gill Bouch 63
 Bridget Bradshaw 49
 Ken Briffett 75

   Broomfield 
Photographic 
Competition 41

 Michael Bury 11
 Peter Cheyne 25
 Julie Cleverly 81
 Therese Cooper 19
 Jan Copsey 1
 Lizzie Cornelius 82
 Anna Couldridge 27
 Nic Cowper 70
 Simon Cowper 8
 Deborah Creasy 52
 Anna Dalzell 23

 Allan Davies 83
 Denya Dessena 84
 Carol Dilley 50
 Louise Dollery 51
 Chris Doyle 76
 Becky Dunn 91
 Lisa Edgington 58
 Ruth Ellacott 28
   Ems Valley 

U3A Photography 
Group 44

   Emsworth 
Art Group 40

   Emsworth 
Life Drawing 
Group 30

   Emsworth 
Watercolours 
Group 42

 David Evans 53
 Robin Feild 85
 Wendy Fleckner 3
 Emma Forster 15
 Marian Forster 14
 Lydia Foster 99
 Abi Fox 92
 Jane Fox 35

 Jill Fox 69
   Friday Art  

Workshop Group 43
 Nancy Goodens 103
 Clare Gosling 36
 Marc Hammond 104
 Katie Hardcastle 9
 Sally Hardie 93
 Alison Hemmings 77
 Joanna Hicks 94
 Helena Hines 59
 Debra Hodgson 37
 The  Hole in the Wall 

Pottery Group 45

 Izzy Hutchison 62
 Barbara Jones 29
 Chris Jones 54
 Fabiola Knowles 97
 Lester Korzilius 105
 Zoe Lane 106
 Kate L’Aime 88
  Vince Lavender 55
 Angela Lee 18
 Sue Long 67
 Andrea Martin 100
 Steven Massey 61
 Laura Miles 107
 Natalie Miller 98

 Samantha Millington-Ringwood 
   66
 Linda Mills 2
 Elisa Mott 78
 Karen Ongley-Snook 101
 Bex Partington 72
 Andrew Pearson 17
 Jackie Podmore 87
 Brenda Potter 38
 Fiona Pratt 56
 Carol Price 10
 Steven Reith 12
 Deborah Richards 46
 Robina Richter 21

 Jules Roper 71
 Louise Russell 39
 Elizabeth Saunders 4
 Lin Senior 95
 Jo Silcock 68
 Philippa Strachan 31
 Christine Strode 57
 Gail Styles 32
 Mike Styles 33
 Caroline Swettenham 5
 Daniel Tidbury 86
 Stuart Thompson 20
 Sylvia Tomkinson 6
 Jonquil Tonge 7

 Julie Turner 16
 Kerry M Vaughan 34
 Bea Veness 13
 Barbara Winkler 96
 Adrian Weston 64
 Chris Witty 73
 Lesley Wood 65
 Geoff Yalden 79
 Ken Yalden 80

The 
Emsworth 
Art Trail 

runs on the two 
weekends of  

27, 28 April and  
4, 5, 6 May  

2019 

“Last year’s event 
saw more than 
87,000 visits 
recorded over 

the five days at 
99 venues. An 

impressive increase 
from the 8,000 who 
went to 26 venues 

when records began 
in 2012”
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Business

PO10, 7 High Street, Emsworth  
PO10 7AQ
Tel: 01243 941184
Email: hello@po10online.co.uk
www.po10online.co.uk

Opening hours:  
Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday 9.30 a.m. – 5.30 p.m.
Sundays – summer only

Artisan shop PO10 is big success
When local artist 
Lisa Edgington 
opened her High 
Street shop, PO10, 
back in October 
2018 it was the 
fulfilment of a 
dream. 

Lisa had been making and selling craft 
objects for several years at craft fairs and 
events. Lisa wanted to bring together local 
artists and craft people in a way which would 
showcase their work. She noticed that 7 High 

Street was available to let, after the closure 
of Pantryweigh wholefood shop. Lisa moved 
quickly and soon the new shop was fully 
stocked and up and running.

PO10 (named after the Emsworth post-
code) stocks a wide variety of locally made 
and up-cycled furniture, pictures and deco-
rative items. She works with over 30 local 
makers, some of whom are also members 
of Emsworth Artists, who organise the 
Emsworth Arts Trail. PO10 will be a venue on 
the 2019 Arts Trail with Lisa exhibiting some 
of her own works which involve painting, 
metal and mixed media.

Lisa describes PO10 as an Artisan shop, 
rather than a gallery, as it stocks much more 

than just pictures. Up-cycled furniture 
has been a big seller. Lisa sources vintage 
tables from charity shops, refurbishes and 
decorates them and then puts them on dis-
play in the shop. She also sell books by local 
authors, jewellery, cards and many other 
craft objects.

Lisa employs a part-time assistant to en-
sure that the shop is open six days a week. 
The shop has a very pleasant ambience, 
partly created by mood music played on the 
splendid vintage radiogram at the back of 
the shop. Lisa also has plans to open branch-
es in other local area with each shop named 
after the local postcode.

Woosters for sale
Words and pictures by David Harris
After over a year of speculation and 
uncertainty, Woosters Restaurant, 
25 South Street and the adjacent 
house, 23 South Street are being 
offered for sale for £1.5 million, with 
local agents, Hazle & Co. 
Woosters is described as a 90 cover restaurant 
which cost over £1 million to build and equip. 
Woosters is being sold on a 20 year lease 
which began in 2014. The adjacent house, 
which was built in 1949, is freehold and had 
planning permission to convert into a hotel. 

Woosters opened in May 2016 but closed 

suddenly in January 2018. For the last 16 
months it has sat there abandoned, like the 
Mary Celeste, with the tables laid for dinner 
and the glasses polished but no sign of when 
it might re-open. A planning application to 
convert the adjoining 23 South Street into a 
hotel was approved in 2015. A later planning 
application in 2016 to add another storey to 
the building was refused by HBC and went to 
appeal. The Planning Inspector also refused 
this application. 

Parts of Woosters dates back to the late 17th 
century. The original building was an Oddbins 
off-licence for many years but closed in 2011 
when Oddbins went into administration. The 

site stood empty until acquired in 2014 by 
Nicholas Ralls, who has interests in the con-
struction industry. In a statement to The Ems, 
owner Nicholas Ralls said, “due to unforeseen 
circumstances I have deemed it necessary to 
place the much loved Woosters restaurant 
and the perceived Jeeves hotel (adjacent) on 
the market. I hope a new owner will be able to 
take this exciting opportunity forward for the 

enjoyment of our loyal Emsworth customers 
and beyond.”

Italian restaurant Nicolinos, 32 North 
Street, Emsworth remains on the market. The 
2,981 sq. ft. freehold, 90 cover restaurant and 
first floor flat are being offered at £630,000 by 
Winchester agents, Christie & Co. 

EMSWORTH 
MAN & VAN

Your local choice for light removals 
Friendly and Reliable 

Flat Moves / Single Items 
Sofas / Beds 

House / Flat / Garage / Loft Clearances 
Fully Insured 

Second Man Available
Take the Stress Out of Moving!

T: 023 9235 9933 
M: 07930 894833 

E: quote@hklogistics.co.uk
www.hklogistics.vpweb.co.uk

BROOKFIELD HOTEL
Havant Road, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7LF
01243 373363 • www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk

Happy Jazz in the Afternoon with

Pete Allen’s
Dukes of Wellington

1sT sunDay OF EacH mOnTH  •  5pm-7.30pm

FROm sunDay 3RD FEBRuaRy 2019

• LICENSED BAR
• FOOD AVAILABLE 
• FREE PARKING

aDmIssIOn £13.50  •  Pay at the Door on the Day  •  Doors open 4.30pm
Further Details Telephone: 078 999 25194 or Email: peteallenjazz@tiscali.co.uk  •  www.peteallenjazz.com

FEATURING
pETE aLLEn Honorary citizen of new Orleans usa (clarinet/saxes/vocals)
with anDy DIcKEns (trumpets/vocals) • RIcHIE BRyanT (drums)

JamEs cLEmas (keyboard/vocals) & DAVE HANRATTY (bass)
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Business

Business news updates
Words and pictures by David Harris

Deck Restaurant 
supports New Life 
Church Over 50s group

Staff from the Deck Restaurant had a great 
time sponsoring the New Life Church over 50s 
group which is held once a month, and allows 
those to come together for an afternoon ser-
vice. They served delicious homemade cakes 
with the help of some younger volunteers 
from Southbourne Primary and lovely singing 
from The Bourne Community School. Deck 
owner Ed Collisson told The Ems, “I do think 
it is really important to help all those in the 
community and it’s a great time to reach out 
and show love.”

Adiós Santander
We have not had any banks in Emsworth since 
June 2017 when NatWest closed. Emsworth 
residents who banked with Santander have 
now been informed that the Havant branch 
will close of 25 July 2019. The nearest 
Santander branch to Emsworth will then be 
Waterlooville. 

Stone the crows
A monumental stone-
masons, Stonecrest 
have opened a shop at 
4 North Street. They 
also have a branch at 
Aldershot. The prem-
ises had been empty 
for over a year since 
Studio4Gifts closed.

Jewel in the crown
A new jewellers Fine 
Creations have opened 
at 16 High Street. The 
shop previously traded 
as K & J Leyton Jewellers, 
who closed in December 
2018 after the retire-
ment of the owners.

Chalk Creatives
Architects and interior designers Chalk 
Creatives have opened their office at 55 High 
Street. This building was formerly used by 
Envisage dentists.

Charge of the electric car 
brigade 
A charging point for electric cars has been 
installed at the South Street car park.

To use these charge points one needs to join 
the free GeniePoint Network prior to connect-
ing their vehicles. Once signed up the network 
currently offers a competitive tariff of 30p/
kWh plus £1 connection fee.

Coop gets a makeover

The High Street, Emsworth branch of the Coop 
was closed from 13 March – 8 April for major 
refurbishment. Southern Co-op invested more 
than £500,000 to improve the store environ-
ment. Customers will no longer have to queue 
at two different till points to send their post 
and then buy their shopping. Services have 
been merged together with two combined tills 
available at the main retail counter. There will 
be a self-service post office machine for those 
who prefer a more direct facility. The service 
won’t change as there will be the same number 
of staff with unchanged working hours. Almost 
all services will continue to be available at the 
retail counters. The only service which will 
no longer be available is passports, which is 
available online.

Carboteck launches new 
forged carbon bracket 
and bezel range 
Emsworth firm Carboteck launched their 
brand new forged carbon compass bracket and 
forged carbon Micro Compass bezel at the RYA 
Dinghy show. Made from 100% forged carbon, 
the bracket is ultra-light and super strong and 
fits both the Micro Compass and Velocitek 
Prism. The new Carboteck compass bracket 

extends from the mast allowing control and 
rigging lines to run freely. Carboteck is a new 
company specialising in the use of forged 
carbon in the design and manufacture of in-
novative equipment for dinghies. Carboteck 
has been set up by Henry Jameson and Louis 
Johnson, both accomplished dinghy sailors. 
www.carboteck.com

When the music stopped
HMV have closed their Chichester branch, 
following the purchase of the company by 
Sunrise Records, a Canadian record shop 
chain. The nearest HMV branch to Emsworth 
is now at Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth. The 
Ems asked Ken Brown of Harbour Records in 
South Street for his comments. 

“Here at Harbour Records we were sad to 
see the recent demise of the Chichester branch 
of HMV - any closure of a music-related busi-
ness can only be detrimental to the arts in 
general. New vinyl is being manufactured and 
purchased in record quantities, and here in 
Harbour Records it’s really encouraging to see 
young kids coming in to buy their first records, 
and discovering what all the fuss is about. The 
tactility of a vinyl record is something that will 
always be special. Whoever asks to see an MP3 
collection?”

MindWorks helps 
the environment and 
celebrates International 
Women’s Day

Emsworth-based MindWorks Marketing has 
joined the campaign run by local environmen-
tal group, The Final Straw Solent, to help the 
fight against single-use straws, plastic bags 
and plastic packaging. 

MindWorks Marketing is also proud to boast 
that it has always been an equal opportunities 
place to work, with pay and benefits based on 
merit, not gender. 

This employee owned company goes 
against the norm by having a female Managing 
Director, a Board that is 60:40 female to male 
ratio, and 65% of colleagues at the agency are 
female.

Changes on your radio
Global media giant Bauer have purchased 
Celador who operate local commercial FM sta-
tions, Breeze 107.8 (Southampton), Sam 106.0 
(Southampton) and UKRD who run Spirit 96.6 
(Chichester). These stations will continue to 
operate under their current names but may be 
rebranded or amalgamated into Bauer brands 
which include Kiss, Absolute, Magic, Hits and 
Greatest Hits. 

Sake all round
Fuller’s brewery who own Emsworth pubs; 
Kings Arms, Coal Exchange, Lord Raglan and 
Ship Inn have sold their brewing interests to 
the Japanese firm Asahi for £250 million. In 
2005 Fullers bought local brewers Gales of 
Horndean. Fullers will continue to run their 
pubs which will now be supplied by Asahi. 
This Japanese firm was formed in 1889 and 
also owns the Grolsch, Peroni and Meantime 
brands. 

Vandals damage 
Farmers’ Market banners 

For the last two months banners advertising 
the monthly Farmers’ Market have been tak-
en down and had the ties cut so they were 
not visible to the general public. Hampshire 
Farmers Markets are no longer prepared to 
accept this and will be seeking advice from 
Hampshire Police. It cost us over £300 to re-
place the banners. If anyone in Emsworth sees 
or knows of anyone damaging our signs, would 
they please contact: Valerie Nicel, Hampshire 
Farmers’ Markets Ltd. Tel: 01420 588671



Page 20          www.emsworthresidents.org  Spring 2019

Tel: 02392 412332
The Green, ROWLANDS CASTLE, PO9 6BW

Tel: 01243 376852
High Street, EMSWORTH, PO10 7AQ

Where the locals go

i

Bathroom • Cleaning & Laundry
Decorating & DIY • Electrical

Gardening • Housewares • Tools
Kitchen  and Cookware 

Pet Care and soooo much more!

A real fire turns one’s  
palace into a real home.

A professional sweep brings  
real peace of mind!

Philip Lamb   
01243 379887  

or  
07900 981044

 philip@royallyswept.co.uk

Advert

Horticulture

Updates
Complied by David Harris

Mystery Man
Thanks to Tessa Daines who identified the 
gentleman in the white coat and bowtie in the 
picture on page 10 of The Ems, Winter 2019 as 
EHS judge, Eric Lovell who ran a greengrocers 
in North Street. 

Stansted Park
The annual Stansted Garden show will be held 
from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Friday 7, Saturday 8 
and Sunday 9 June. Admission £10 adults, £8 
seniors, Children £3. 
www.thegardenshowonline.com

Tuppenny Barn 
Tuppenny Barn will be holding their annual 
NGS Open Day on Sunday 30 June from 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Admission £4 adults, children 
free. Cream teas available. 

Emsworth Flower 
Club celebrate 30th 
anniversary
Words and picture by Pat Shergold
At the AGM in February Emsworth Flower Club 
celebrated its 30th anniversary. The cutting 
of the anniversary cake was performed by 
Elaine Gaffney, Chairman, Christine Knights, 
President, and founder member, Janet Payne, 
incoming President. During the Chairman’s 
report Elaine recollected on the many events 

that members have participated in over the 
years; Festivals at Chichester, Winchester 
and Portsmouth Cathedrals and shows at 
Hampton Court, and Emsworth. Medals have 
been won; 3 gold and 1 bronze in national 
and local competitions. Members have also 
arranged flowers in Westminster Abbey.

Elaine recalled the club’s fund raising 
achievements. Each year the club nominates 
a charity, and since 1997 we have raised over 
£45,500 mainly for local charities, such as 
The Rowans Hospice, Cancerwise, and Naomi 
House. Canine Partners were the chosen 
charity for 2018. A cheque for £3,278.52 was 
presented to Nicola and her Labrador part-
ner Flora, who represented Canine Partners. 
Flora was certainly the star attraction of 
the meeting. Nicola gave us an appreciative 
thank you and described how much freedom 
Flora has given her over the past year. The 

meeting was concluded with tea and cake af-
ter an hour’s entertainment by local Soprano 
Jennifer Parker-Lummis. 

Emsworth Flower Club meets in St James 
Church Hall, Emsworth at 2 p.m. on the 4th 
Friday of the month, Jan – June and Sept 
– November. New members welcome. Tel. 
Vanessa 02392 789282 Email eg.floradora@
googlemail.com

New home for EHS show
Words by Faith Ponsonby and David Harris. Photos by David Harris
The grounds of New Life Christian Church, Thorney Road has 
been confirmed as the new venue for the 2019 Emsworth 
Horticultural Show on Monday 26 August. Visitors will be 
able to drive to the Show and find plenty of parking on 
the new site. Walking to the Show will be easy for those 
living in Hermitage, Emsworth town centre and the many 
new houses off the Main Road (A259). A shuttle bus service 
will be provided to bring people from the northern end of 
Emsworth to the new Showground.

Matt Warren, Senior Pastor of the New Life Christian 
Church said: “We are so excited to be hosting the Emsworth 
Show this year. My wife and I have just started to lead 
New Life Church. We are delighted to be working with the 
Emsworth Show and donating the use of our grounds for 
this wonderful community event. We look forward to meet-
ing you all”

Chair of the Emsworth Show Committee, Faith Ponsonby, 
said: “It will be fantastic to have the whole Show back to-
gether again. We are delighted that visitors will be able to 
park their cars, and go straight in to enjoy all the fun of the 
Show”. 

The decision to move from the existing site at Emsworth 
Recreation Ground was brought about by worsening park-
ing and traffic issues. Havant BC who own the ground do 
not allow vehicles to park on the cricket pitch. Despite the 
provision of a shuttle bus many visitors in 2018 chose to 
park on Horndean Road which caused considerable traffic 
congestion and inconvenience for local residents. 

In the summer edition of The Ems, which will be published 
in early July, there will be information about the route of 
a shuttle bus service from North Emsworth to the new 
Showground. The new site will have plenty of room for all 
the usual stalls, entertainers, Dog Show and the displays in 
the Horticultural Marquee. The 2019 Show, the Centenary 
Year of the Horticultural Society, will be held on Monday 26 
August from 10.30 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 

Adult entry £5 and accompanied children under 12 free. 
For more information contact: Faith Ponsonby 01243 
372825 www.emsworthshow.org.uk

Other EHS events from April – June
Talk on Herbaceous Perennials. Thursday 18 April 7.30 p.m. 
Emsworth Community Centre 

Coach trip to Eltham Palace, London. Tuesday 30 April £36

Plant Sale. Sunday 12 May 9.30 a.m. – 12 noon. The Hut, 
Washington Road allotments.

Talk on Chelsea Garden Show by Sarah Sanderson. Thursday 16 
May 2019 7.30 p.m. Emsworth Community Centre

Garden Party. Sunday 30 June 2019 from 1 p.m. at Hollybank 
House, Hollybank Lane. Food, drink and music by 
Harry Strutter’s Jazz Band (members only)

Membership of EHS is only £7 per year. 

www.emsworthhorticulturalsociety.org.uk

Committee Members Wanted
Emsworth Horticultural Society is looking for new committee 
members (volunteers) to help organise our thriving society. A par-
ticular area of need is someone to do publicity.
Looking forward to 2020 we are looking for new officers, namely:
· Treasurer
· Show Secretary: organises the Show Marquee and the competi-

tions held within it
· Stock manager for the Distribution Hut: orders, maintains and 

prices stock for the EHS Distribution Hut at Washington Road
The management committee meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month. If you are interested in joining us now or later, please con-
tact Lyn Davies, EHS Chair at emshorticultural@gmail.com and 
01243 373810

New Life Church - new venue of the Emsworth Show 

Marquee display at the Emsworth Show

Flower Club donation
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Horticulture

Gardeners’ 
Questions 
Friday 15 March
Words and pictures by David Harris

As part of the 100th anniversary of the 
Emsworth Horticultural Society (EHS), Daphne 
Tomsett, Deputy Chair of EHS Main Committee 
wanted to put on a very special event which 
would involve the wider community. 

Daphne was inspired by attending a broadcast of BBC Radio 
Solent’s Gardeners’ Question programme held at Hayling 
Island. She talked to BBC presenter Rebecca Parker who 
hosts the weekly Kitchen Garden programme, which is 
broadcast every Sunday from 12 noon to 1 p.m, and includes 
the gardeners’ question time feature. Negotiations to hold the 
event in Emsworth began and the venue and date, Emsworth 
Baptist Church on Friday 15 March at 2 p.m. were agreed. 

The format is that members of the public ask gardening ques-
tions to the panel of experts, consisting of Andy McIndoe and 
Pippa Bensley. Both panellists are writers, broadcasters and 
Gold Medal winners at the Chelsea Flower Show. On Friday 15 
March it was a full house with over 150 people in attendance. 
Daphne Tomsett introduced the panel to the audience and 
the questions commenced. A Radio Solent staff member was 
deployed with a roving radio mike to take questions from the 
audience. 

The questions included queries about: roses, bulbs, pruning, 
plums, potatoes, fig trees, box hedges, fuchsias, hyacinths, weed 
killers, greenhouses, gooseberries and geraniums. Members 
were asked to bring questions with them but there was no 
screening of the queries. The panel really showed their exper-
tise with all questions receiving a comprehensive and helpful 
answer. The event lasted over an hour with around 20 questions 
taken from the floor.

After the questioning was over Daphne thanked the panel 
members and presented each with a small gift. She then invited 
everyone to partake in tea and homemade cakes in the spacious 
foyer area of the church. EHS volunteers had made a delicious 
selection of cakes especially for the event. 

The programme was recorded and can be heard on BBC Radio 
Solent 96.1 MHz FM, 999 kHz AM and DAB on Sunday 12 May 
2019 from 12 noon to 1 p.m. It will also be available on the BBC 
iPlayer website for 30 days after the broadcast. 

WemsFest originates unique community/ecological project
Words by Mark Ringwood

When you live in a community 
you try to give to give something 
back to that community – which 
is exactly what the ‘WemsFest 
SunFest 2019 Project aims to do.
 
From mid-April everyone in the area will be 
able to access packs of free Sunflower seeds, 
courtesy of organisers Carol Waldron and 
Nikki Scott.

The idea came from WemsFest Director 
Mark Ringwood watching the natural growth 
of Sunflower seeds falling from the fat-ball 
bird dispensers in his garden and witnessing 
at close-hand the effect it had on wildlife in 
his garden. The growth of Sunflower plants 
coupled with the immediate attraction of 

them to birds and bees suggested an immedi-
ate opportunity to create a project which has 
been initially called ‘Plant(n)ation’ because 
it’s hoped to roll the project out nationally 
and feature different seeds on an annual 
basis.

There will be a prize for the biggest 
Sunflower when judging takes place at this 
year’s Emsworth Horticultural Show on 
Monday 26 August, at the new venue, New 
Life Church, Thorney Road. 

You can pick up your free seeds from: 
Bookends, Citrus Flowers, Emsworth 

Hardware, Westbourne Animal 
Feeds, and through  

www.wemsfest.com.

Daphne Tomsett
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Sports & Recreation

EMSWORTH 
BUILDERS

ESTABLISHED 1977

We pride ourselves on our quality.  
All general building work.

EXTENSIONS
LOFT CONVERSIONS

DECORATING
You’ve tried the rest NOW deal with the best!

01243 371989
28 HIGH STREET,  

EMSWORTH

Emsworth Bowling Club 
Words and picture by Martin Roberts

The Club was formed in 1996, and is situated 
in the Jubilee Recreation ground, Horndean 
Road, Emsworth. Membership comprises of 
Beginners, combined with a good blend of ex-
perienced players, both men and women. The 
club bowls activities range from Local Leagues, 
Friendlies, internal club competitions, and Roll 
ups. The majority of bowling events are mixed.

The club still boasts a natural grass playing 
surface, which is the way the game evolved, 
and presents to the players the challenges that 
can be found with the natural surface. The club 
presents itself as a good place to socialise, and 
even when the bowling season finishes activ-
ities take place through the winter months, 
including Bridge and crib on a weekly basis, as 
well as a host of other social events. 

The club will be holding an Open Day, 
where all are welcome to attend on Saturday 
18 May from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. The club will 

be stewarded by both male and female mem-
bers to welcome and instruct any interested 
parties on that day. There will be two follow 
up days to compliment the open day for those 
interested. For those people who would like to 
join on or after this event an offer of a fifty per 
cent discount for the 2019 season is available. 
Bowls equipment such as woods (bowls), and 
bowling shoes for the open day event and any 
subsequent follow up sessions will be provid-
ed by the club, so it is just the case of bringing 
yourself along really to see what the club of-
fers. Hopefully it will be a pleasant surprise. 
Refreshments will be provided by the club. We 
are looking forward to meeting you. 

For more information contact:  
Martin Roberts Tel 02392 412759  
Email: martinroberts01@btinternet.com

www.emsworthbowlingclub.com

Local clubs join forces to support their 
charity’s Big Give Christmas Challenge
Words by Caroline Hedges, Senior Marketing & Communications Officer, Brendoncare

At the end of 2018, local charity Brendoncare 
Clubs took part in The Big Give Christmas 
Challenge – the UK’s biggest online match 
funding campaign, which helps UK-
registered charities raise funds for their 
cause. Brendoncare’s aim was to raise 
£20,000 in matched funds over a seven day 
period for their clubs service.

To support the charity’s efforts, one local 
club member, Chris Bailey – who attends 
Emsworth kurling club every Monday after-
noon at the Emsworth Community Centre 
– suggested an inter-clubs competition 
between some local clubs as an ideal oppor-
tunity to bring clubs together. He suggested 
some fun, food and kurling, all to help raise 
money for Brendoncare’s Big Give challenge.

Liaising with Bill Tasker, club leader from 
Hillside & Wymering kurling club, Chris or-
ganised the competition between the two 
clubs with Hillside & Wymering bringing 
along a group of eight on the day. It was a 
real team effort with volunteers and mem-
bers helping make lunch for 23 people, whilst 
donations were also given for the raffle, 
which included two delicious hampers from 
Brendoncare’s central office in Winchester.

The event was a great success raising a to-
tal of £206 for Brendoncare Clubs. Chris pro-
vided a crystal trophy to the winning pair, Pat 
Zyga & Gill Cooper from Emsworth Kurling 
Club, who also attend other Brendoncare 
clubs in the area.

Bill Tasker of Hillside & Wymering Kurling 
Club said, “Everyone said what a great af-
ternoon they had. We’re very much looking 
forward to inviting Emsworth Kurling club to 
our venue soon for a re-match!”

More information about Brendoncare 
Clubs can be found on the charity’s website 
www.brendoncare.org.uk/clubs or by tele-
phoning 01962 857099.

IN-STORE SERVICES
ROPE SPLICING

RIGGING
FENDER INFLATION

LIFEJACKET SERVICING*
LIFERAFT SERVICING*

ELECTRONIC CHART UPDATES
*SEND-AWAY SERVICES

EMSWORTH’S LOCAL CHANDLERY SINCE 1981

FIND US IN THORNHAM MARINA, PO10 8DD
01243 375774 | sales@oceanchandlery.com

www.oceanchandlery.com

Visit us for all your boating needs-
utilise our team’s extensive
expertise for peace of mind in
every purchase. Our large range
of products will have you covered
from dinghys to large cruisers.
Pop in and speak to Stuart, Ziz
and the team today!

SPECIALISTS, OUR RANGE INCLUDES -

Emsworth Cricket Club
Words and picture by Howard Fountain

Emsworth Cricket Club have now acquired 
their own pitch roller. This will enable the club 
to prepare a number of pitches at any time 
instead of relying on hiring a roller once a fort-
night and hoping for the best. The roller was 
acquired from another local club, Hambledon, 
who found their Greens Griffin roller to be 
surplus to requirements.

The club would sincerely like to thank the 
Emsworth Residents’ Association, Borough 
councillor Lulu Bowerman and all the club 
members, their families and friends who have 
given their support to raise the necessary 
funds. It means that every team, six mens, four 
juniors and one ladies, will have a properly 
prepared pitch every time they go to practice 
or play.

As the club’s first team has gained a second 
consecutive promotion to reach Division 2 
of the Hampshire League, they are looking 

to strengthen the squad and would ask any 
prospective players to get in touch. This also 
applies to anyone who is interested in playing 
for the one of the junior teams or the ladies. 
Alternatively, the club is always interested to 
hear from anyone who would like to help in a 
voluntary capacity.

www.emsworthcricket.club

emsworthfcminisoccer@gmail.com

WILL BE LAUNCHING 

MINI SOCCER FOR U6, U7 AND U8

(SCHOOL YEARS 1, 2 AND 3) 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR PLAYERS WHO ARE WANTING

TO GET STARTED IN FOOTBALL AT A FANTASTIC 

LOCAL CLUB WITH CHARTERED STANDARD STATUS.

SATURDAY 13TH APRIL 2019

9.30AM TO 10.45AM 

EMSWORTH RECREATION GROUND

HORNDEAN ROAD, EMSWORTH PO10 7PT

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  C O N T A C T  U S  A T

EMSWORTH TOWN YOUTH FC
F O L L O W  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K  A N D  I N S T A G R A M

EMSWORTH TOWN

YOUTH FCEMSWORTH TOWN

YOUTH FC

Emsworth Bowling Club

The Cricket Club’s new pitch roller
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Lloyds Tree Surgery
Your local tree experts

All aspects of tree 
surgery and hedge cutting 

undertaken
Call Lloyd today for 

a free quote
07711 653401 
01243 389168

Council Approved | Fully Insured | NPTC qualified

info@lloydstreesurgery.com
www.lloydstreesurgery.com

Call us on 01243 372666
30 High Street, Emsworth, Hampshire. PO10 7AW

smile@emsworthdentalsurgery.co.uk

www.emsworth.dental

Welcome to our new surgery where
we o�er a friendly, personal dental
service for all the family

KR JENKINS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Landscaping
• Fencing
• Decking
• Decorating

• Re-pointing
• Roof Repairs
• Drainage
• Brickwork

Supply and Fix or Labour Only

FREE ESTIMATE
023 9247 4271
28 years’ experience

Insured
Licensed carrier

KR
JENKINS

5th APRIL   10th MAY   7th JUNE   
5th JULY   6th SEPT     4th OCT 

1st NOV & 10th JAN 2020 
Buyers Entry £1 – Selling £1 per Lot  
Buy & Sell Commission 12.5% - No VAT 

TO BOOK CALL DURING OFFICE HOURS 
01243 376403 OR 0771 7510 294 

 

EMSWORTH 
AUCTIONS 

*THE PARISH HALL, CHURCH PATH* 
VIEWING FROM 3pm - SALE STARTS 5pm 

 

WE WELCOME ANTIQUES, CURIOS, VINTAGE 
COLLECTABLES, SILVER, GOLD, JEWELLERY 

 COLLECTIONS OF STAMPS & POSTCARDS, COINS 
 OLD PHOTOS, ANTIQUE BOOKS, CLOCKS, TOOLS 
FURNITURE, MILITARIA, PENS, MEDALS, FABRIC 
WATCHES & LIGHTERS, PICTURES & PRINTS, ETC 

OUR SALE DATES IN 2019 : 

FREE HOUSE-CALLS & VALUATIONS  
CLEARING? DO CALL US FOR A QUOTE 

Book reviews
Reviewed by David Harris

Transport in Georgian and Victorian 
Emsworth. Wheels, Sail and Steam by 
Margaret Rogers. Borough of Havant History 
Booklet No. 93. 2019. 89 pp. Pbk. £6. Free 
download available from: http://thespring.
co.uk/media/3921/93-transport-in-
georgian-and-victorian-emsworth.pdf
This new publication examines the history 

of Emsworth through its 
roads, road users, carriag-
es, fire service, harbour, 
mills, canal and railway. 
Up until the 1750s a stage 
wagon service connected 
Chichester, Emsworth, 
Havant and Portsmouth. 
The roads were in very 
poor condition and it 
took all day to make the 
18 mile journey. 

By the end of the nineteenth 
century the bicycle became a popular means of 
transport and was used by local shops for de-
liveries. The horse drawn wagon was the main 
form of local transport until the arrival of the 
motor vehicle in the early twentieth century. 
The local fire brigade was formed around 1850 
and moved to its current base at the Old Town 
Hall, North Street in 1906. 

In 1836 Emsworth was the largest port in 
Chichester Harbour handling timber and grain 
exports and imports of coal, wine and wool. 
Oyster fishing was a major industry with 50 
vessels employed in oyster dredging in 1856. 
The industry was destroyed by pollution from 
sewerage in 1902. 

The Portsmouth to London Canal which 

operated between 1823 and 1838 passed to 
the south of Emsworth and to the north of 
Hayling Island. The canal was never viable and 
in 1847 the railway came to Emsworth with the 
London, Brighton and South Coast Railway. 

This interesting booklet is part of a series of 
88 publications which chronicle the history of 
the Borough of Havant. Copies can be obtained 
from The Spring, East Street, Havant or down-
loaded for free from The Spring website. 

New book of local interest
Katharine Smyth has 
written a well-reviewed 
book about Virginia 
Woolf. All the Lives We 
Ever Lived is published 
by Atlantic Books at 
£17.99. Katharine is the 
niece of Emsworth res-
ident Bob Smyth, who 
wrote the article about 
Seafield House in the 
Winter 2019 edition off 
The Ems. 

The book features some scenes around 
Emsworth Millpond and foreshore. Katharine 
is a writer based in Brooklyn, New York. 

Her essays and articles have appeared in 
The Paris Review, Literary Hub, The Point, 
DuJour, Poets & Writers, and Domino.

If you are a local author and would like your 
recently published book (fiction or non-
fiction) to be reviewed in The Ems please 
contact the editor. 
Email: editor.theems@outlook.com

Emsworth Maritime and Historical Trust 
(Emsworth Museum)
Exhibitions

Funtington Parish in the Past. 6 - 23 April 

The rich history of the parish of Funtington 
is beautifully illustrated in Emsworth 
Museum’s first exhibition in 2019. The 
project started when Geoffrey Boys edited 
a booklet, published in 2000, “Funtington: 
A History for the Millennium”, containing 
photographs and memories. The exhibition 
can be seen on Saturdays and Easter 
Monday 10.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. Sundays 
2.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. and St George’s Day 
(23rd April) 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Deborah Richards, artist, print maker and 
sculptor 27 April - 19 May

Deborah is Emsworth Museum’s invited 
artist for the 2019 Emsworth Arts Trail.
She is exploring that creative space be-
tween abstraction and representation. She 
invites the viewer to share her expressive 
interpretations of the South Downs land-
scapes, Solent coast, sea crossings and 
fairgrounds. Emsworth Museum will be 
open for all five days of the Arts Trail (27 
- 28 April and 4 - 6 May) 10.30 a.m. - 4.30 
p.m. The exhibition will continue until 19 
May on Saturdays 10.30 a.m. – 4.30 pm. 
and Sundays 2.30 p.m. – 4.30 p.m. 

D-Day for Emsworth and its People”  
25 May - 23 June
Commemorating the 75th anniversary of 
D-Day with reference to the crucial role 
that Emsworth played in the preparations. 
In the lead up to the invasion Emsworth 
and the surrounding area was packed with 
thousands of troops, their vehicles and 
equipment. Pictures, maps and narratives 
provide first-hand accounts by local 
veterans of the build up to and the actual 
invasion on 6 June 1944 as well as the im-
pact on the area and residents. This exhi-
bition can be seen on Saturdays and Bank 
Holiday Monday 27 May 10.30 a.m. – 4.30 
p.m. and Sundays 2.30 p.m. – 4.30 p.m.
Admission to the exhibitions is free. A stair 
lift is available. 

Museum Evening Walks
Four evening walks around Emsworth 
are planned for this year. These informal 
strolls will be led by Christine Bury and 
reveal more about the history of this for-
mer medieval hamlet. Each walk will start 
and finish at the Museum in North Street, 
begin promptly at 6 p.m. and take from 1.5 
to 2 hours. The cost will be £3 per person, 
payable on the evening. These walks will 
take place on Wednesday evenings on 8 
May, 12 June, 10 July and 14 August

Annual Treasure Hunt. Thursday 13 June 
2019 at 7.00 p.m.
This event starts from Emsworth Museum, 
The entry fee is £3.00 per person, with 
concessions for organised groups of 
young people, and includes tea/squash 
and biscuits at the end of the hunt when 
participants return to the museum for 
their answers to be checked. No transport 
is required – this is a Treasure Hunt for 
walkers. Come along and join in the fun – 
everyone welcome.

Emsworth Museum,  
10b North Street, 
(above the Fire 
Station) Emsworth,
emsworthmuseum.org.uk  
Tel 01243 378091

Transport in Georgian and 

Victorian Emsworth 
 

Wheels, Sails and Steam 

 
 

St Peter’s Church Emsworth, 16 October 1852 

 
 

by 

Margaret Rogers 
 
 

£6 
 

Heritage

Heritage Articles Wanted
The Ems is looking for contributors to the heritage page. Why not think 
about writing an article (300 -500 words) about an aspect of Emsworth’s 
history? You could choose a person, building, place, business, etc. Articles 
should be original and preferably accompanied by a photo or illustration.

Please contact the editor with your ideas.  
Email: editor.theems@outlook.com



Page 24          www.emsworthresidents.org  Spring 2019

Arts

The Spring
Compiled by David Harris.  
Pictures supplied by The Spring.
 
Hampshire CC have awarded The Spring Arts 
and Heritage Centre £95,000 towards its run-
ning of live events and films; heritage events 
and exhibitions; participatory workshops and 
experiences; and community outreach work. 
More than 1,200 performance and participa-
tory events are held each year.

The Spring Arts & Heritage Centre have been 
accredited by Investing in Volunteers, a quality 
standard award for volunteers. An accolade 
rarely bestowed on a theatre and arts centre, 
it honours The Spring’s dedication to an inclu-
sive and fulfilling volunteer programme.

Selected listing of events at The Spring 
(early April – early July)

COMEDY
Monday 15 April @ 8 p.m. James Alderson 
plus several top comedians £9
Saturday 27 April @ 8 p.m.  
Andrew Maxwell £15
Current affairs comedy from this stalwart of 
News Quiz, HIGNFY and Mock the Week.

Saturday 1 June @ 8 p.m.  
Chris McCausland £13
One of the UK’s top stand-ups, Chris has 
performed at the Apollo. 

Thursday 6 June @ 7.30 p.m.  
Do You Think That’s Wise £12.50
A tribute to Dad’s Army actor John Le 
Mesurier and the golden age of British 
comedy.

Saturday 15 June @ 7.30 p.m. and Sunday 
16 June @ 5 p.m.  
Gyles Brandreth £21
Actor, author and quiz show veteran Gyles 
celebrates all things theatrical in this new 
show. 

MUSIC
Thursday 18 April @ 8 p.m.  
Larry Garner & Norma Baker Band £16
Larry is a Louisianan Blues singer and guitar-
ist. He is backed a British Blues band

Saturday 20 April @ 7.30 p.m.  
Quadrophenia Night featuring Absolute 
Kinks £15
Live music, film and DJs celebrate 40 years 

since the release of the film Quadrophenia. 
Tribute band, Absolute Kinks will perform 
hits from the sixties. 

Tuesday 23 April @ 7.30 p.m.  
Karen Kingsley £10
Classical piano recital featuring works of 
Beethoven, Chopin and Parry

Saturday 27 April @ 8.p.m.  
Furrow Collective £16
Four top UK folk artists sing and play guitar, 
harp, viol, concertina and banjo.

Sunday 12 May @ 8 p.m.  
Martin Turner ex Wishbone Ash £20
Martin was the bass player and singer with 
70s prog rockers Wishbone Ash. His band will 
perform the 1976 album New England plus 
other Ash classics.

Thursday 16 May @ 8 p.m.  
Budapest Café Orchestra £15
Traditional folk and gypsy music from 
Eastern Europe.

Saturday 18 May @ 8 p.m.  
Sounds of Simon £16
This Paul Simon tribute act is so good you 
won’t be slip slidin’ away. 

Wednesday 22 May @ 8 p.m.  
Claire Martin £21
Jazz singer Claire and her band present 
songs by Joni Mitchell, 10cc, Lena Horne, Pat 
Metheny and many others.

Thursday 23 May @ 7.30 p.m.  
Peter Rhodes £10
Piano recital featuring music by Bach, Chopin 
and Debussy.

Friday 7 June @ 8 p.m.  
Kiki Dee and Carmelo Luggeria £21
Kiki is backed by acoustic guitarist Carmello 
as they cover hits by Kate Bush, Frank 
Sinatra and reprise her own chart entries.

Fri 21 June @ 8 p.m.  
Bootleg Boss £16
Bruce Springsteen tribute band will make 
you feel like dancing in the dark.

Saturday 22 June @ 8 p.m.  
Megson £16
Husband and wife duo play contemporary 
British folk music. 

Tuesday 2 – Saturday 6 July @ 7.30 p.m.  
The Mikado £12 
Havant Light Opera perform one of Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s best known light operas. 

PLAYS
Thursday 2 May @ 7.30 p.m.  
Journey to the Centre of the Earth £12.50
Based on the SF novel by Jules Verne. A fan-
tastical adventure which begins at the mouth 
of an Icelandic volcano.

Friday 10 May @ 7.30 p.m.  
Life after Sherlock £16 
A new play about Dr Watson and a tale of 
blackmail, murder and suicide.

Thursday 13 June @ 7.30 p.m.  
Oysters £12.50
A new dark comedy about Brahms Violin 
Concerto’s first performance.

Wednesday 26 – Sat 29 June @ 7.30 p.m. 
Perfect Nonsense. £12
HumDrum present this pastiche of P G 
Wodehouse’s Jeeves and Wooster characters.

FILMS
Contemporary films are shown most 
Wednesdays at 1.45 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. £8

A Star is Born, King of Thieves, First Man, 
Widows, Bohemian Rhapsody, Peterloo, 
Colette, The Favourite and Stan and Ollie are 
just a few of those being screened between 
April and June. 

The Spring also puts on talks, hosts a book 
group, art workshops and exhibitions.

For more information and to book 
tickets call into the box office (open 

from 1000 a.m. Mon – Sat) The 
Spring, East Street, Havant or ring 

023 9247 2700 www.thespring.co.uk

Arthur Smith Fold our Town

Noisy Holiday

Chris McCausland James Rowland
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Wemsfest
Words by David Harris. Photos supplied by Mark Ringwood
 
Tuesday 16 April @ 8 p.m.  
Skerryvore £20
Emsworth Baptist Church, North Street, 
This Scottish band was formed on the island 
of Tiree in 2005. They are a seven piece band 
featuring guitar, bass, fiddle, whistle, bag-
pipes and accordion. They have released six 
albums and have played around the world 
including Australia and USA.

Wed 1 May @ 8 p.m.  
John Reischman & the Jaybirds £14
Chidham Village Hall, Main Road, A259
John is a Grammy award winning Bluegrass 
mandolin player who is based in Vancouver 
on the west coast of Canada. He is accompa-
nied by a four piece band. 

Friday 10 May @ 8 p.m.  
Tunde Jegede £12.50
Compton Parish Room, Compton
Junge is a British born composer and mul-
ti-instrumentalist. He plays the kora and 
cello. The concert will explore the travels of 
D H Lawrence in Mexico and Ibn Battuta in 
Africa. WemsFest is expanding its area of 
operation to include Compton. The concert 
also features the work of film-maker Sunara 
Begum. Further concerts are planned by 

Fairport Convention’s Ric Sanders, founder 
member of Noah & The Whale Matt Owen, 
and Canadian fiddle player Richard Wood

Sunday 12 May @ 8 p.m.  
Ron Block & Tony Furtadao £12.50
Chidham Village Hall, Main Road, A259
Ron and Tony are American banjo and guitar 
maestros, blending Americana, bluegrass, 
folk and blues.

Wednesday 12 June @ 8 p.m.  
Lil’ Jimmy Reed & The Bob Hall Band £14
Chidham Village Hall, Main Road, A259
Jimmy, who is 80, is one of the last great 
Louisiana Blues musicians. He has toured 
the world and played with the big names 
including BB King. 
July – dates and venues to be confirmed: 
Hat Fitz & Cara; Namvula
Check website for details

Sunday 8 September @ 7.30 p.m.  
Front Country £15
Chidham Village Hall, Main Road, A259
Front Country are a young five piece 
American Bluegrass/Country band who 
merge Americana and Indie folk. 

Friday 11 October – Sunday 20 October
8th Wemsfest Arts Festival 
Friday 11 October @ 8 p.m.  
Kanda Bongo Man 
Chidham Village Hall, Main Road, A259
This prolific Congolese musician has released 
some 18 albums. He performs soukous and 
kwassa kwassa African dance music. 

Saturday 12 October  
Eddie Martin, Venue tbc
Eddie is a British blues guitarist and singer. 
He has released many albums and is highly 
acclaimed in the USA.

Saturday 19 October @ 8 p.m.  
Julie Felix £17.50
Emsworth Baptist Church, North Street, 
Julie was born in the USA but moved to 
Britain in the Swinging Sixties. She had her 
own TV show in the late 1960s. She has been 
recording and touring since 1964. 

Wednesday 20 November @ 8 p.m. 
Tannahill Weavers £17.50
Emsworth Baptist Church, North Street, 
They were formed in Scotland in 1968 and 
play traditional Scottish music. Their current 
line-up features guitar, bagpipes, tin whistle 
and fiddle.

Friday 27 – Sun 29 September
4th Emsworth Beer Festival
Emsworth Community Centre
Full details of all Wemsfest events can be 
found in their new large format brochure 
which is available from many local outlets. 
Tickets for all these events are available 
from: Bookends, 9 High Street, Emsworth 
(open 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Saturday) 
www.wegottickets.com. If anyone is inter-
ested in being involved in Wemsfest they 
are welcome to contact us: 07802 500050 
or 01243 370501 wemsfest@btinternet.com. 
www.wemsfest.com

Skerryvore John Reischman & the Jaybirds

FREE Admission
FREE Admission

BECOME A DEMENTIA FRIEND
Session being run by Dementia Friendly Hayling at 11am. No booking needed.

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, Building 6000, Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, Havant, PO9 1SA.  Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD. All 
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THURSDAY 
4TH JULY
Doors open 10am–2pm
Portsdown Community Church 
The Beacon • Meridian Centre 
Havant • PO9 1UN 

The Havant constituency 
comprises Bedhampton, 
Emsworth, Havant, Hayling 
Island, Langstone, Leigh Park, 
Purbrook, Stakes & Widley

Havant Community Groups and Older Persons Information Fair is organised by Alan Mak MP

Visit Alan’s website to sign-up for his e-mail newsletter 

w: AlanMak.org.uk  t: 023 9241 5620  
e: Alan.Mak.MP@Parliament.UK  @AlanMakMP  

Promoted by Alan Mak MP of Building 6000, Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, Havant, PO9 1SA. 
Printed by The Ems Newspaper, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD.

ALAN MAK MP’s 4TH

Community Groups and Older 
Persons Information Fair 2019

With support from:

Working in Havant
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BLOCKED EARS?
If your hearing is being 
affected by excessive 
wax, we are here to 
help you.

Microsuction is the advanced technique in ear wax removal. It 
is considered to be a far safer, quicker and a more comfortable 
alternative to ear syringing. In the majority of cases the results are 
instant. There is also no need to soften the wax with ear drops or oil 
before microsuction. No mess or delay.

If you have symptons such as hearing loss, feeling blocked up, 
tinnitus, dizziness or discomfort in the ears it could be due to 
excessive wax. Microsuction can provide relief, ease discomfort and 
improve your hearing.

Bryan Tiller RHAD, our registered Hearing Aid Audiologist is trained 
in the latest advanced microsuction techniques and will be holding 
regular clinics at Robson’s Opticians (Emsworth). Please call in to 
book an appointment or call us. We can provide a home visit for an 
additional fee.

Microsuction Prices: One ear £48 | Both ears £78

Robson’s Opticians, 66 North Street, Emsworth
01243 372653

Compiled by David Harris

Village Voices concert
Village Voices of Emsworth are proud to an-
nounce our Spring Concert being held at the 
Emsworth Baptist Church on Saturday, 18 
May, 2019 at 7.30 p.m. An evening of pop-
ular and enjoyable music to raise money for 
an Emsworth based charity - The Right to 
Work who provide appropriate and sustain-
able work opportunities for those who can 
and want to work, but require support in or-
der to achieve this. For tickets, please email: 
tickets@emsworthvillagevoices.org or on the 
night subject to availability.

Shakespeare at Tuppenny Barn
Handlebards theatre group will perform 
The Tempest at Tuppenny Barn at 7 p.m. on 
Saturday 15 June. Tickets £16 adults, £10 chil-
dren. Cash bar. 
Tuppenny Barn, Main Road, Southbourne 
PO10 8EZ. Tel 01243 377780 
Email: contact@tuppennybarn.co.uk

Flovibe returns
The Flovibe Festival which combines music, 
wellness and yoga will return to Stansted Park 
from 16 – 18 August 2019. www.flovibe.com

Stansted Park Nostalgia Show
The Nostalgia Show vintage festival is back 
for 2019, bringing with it whimsical charm 
and British eccentricity. Experience a magical 
step back in time, view an incredible selection 
of classic cars, shop vintage style and dance 
the day away all in one glorious setting. This 
vintage/retro festival features live bands, 

classic cars, street food and stalls. Fri 28, Sat 
29 and Sun 30 June. Tickets from £8.50 www.
thenostalgiashow.com

The Spring presents in Emsworth
Sunday 23 June 11 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. Roll up, 
Roll up! Free. Emsworth Recreation Ground, 
Horndean Road.
A day of live street theatre, music and fun for 
the whole family. The events are presented by 
the Spring Arts Centre, Havant (see page 24 
for full listings of Spring events)

Emsworth Blues Club
This is a new addition to Emsworth’s already 
thriving live music scene. 
Friday 12 April @ 7 p.m. Mark Harrison £6
Hewitts, South Street, Emsworth
Mark’s songs cover all manner of non-stand-
ard subjects. With catchy tunes, lyrics that 
intrigue and engage, and striking rhythms, 
they make you smile, think and move.
Friday 26 April @ 7 p.m. The Spike Drivers £10
Chidham Village Hall, Main Road (A259)
One of the most original, innovative and excit-
ing bands around, their combination of gutsy 
slide guitar, rock-solid bass, infectious grooves 
and highly distinctive vocals, creates a sound 

that is uniquely their own.
Friday 10 May @ 7 p.m. Ruby & the Revelators 
£6 Hewitts, South Street, Emsworth
Drawing on a rich seam of musical influences 
from songwriter led blues, r ‘n’ b, soul, jazz and 
funk, Ruby & the Revelators are proving to be a 
very popular band on the blues scene.
Friday 14 June @ 7 p.m. Crossfire Lite £8
Hewitts, South Street, Emsworth
This acoustic duo are described as an old 
blues soul in the form of a 15 year old ac-
complished guitarist. The band is fronted by 
young powerhouse vocalist Alice Armstrong, 
whose large vocal range, emotive delivery and 
big stage presence guarantees a memorable 
performance.
Tickets for the above events can be ob-
tained from Harbour Records, South Street, 
Emsworth Tel 01243 371415 Email: emsworth-
bluesclub@gmail.com

Harbour Records presents
Sunday 14 April @ 2 p.m. Amelia White Free.
Harbour Records will be hosting an exclusive 
“In Store” performance from Nashville sing-
er-songwriter Amelia White. Amelia, along 
with double bass player Scott Warman, will be 
performing in the shop at 2 p.m. She will be 
promoting her newest album “Rhythm of the 
Rain”, which is gaining rave reviews around the 
States. Entry is free - but getting to the shop 
early is recommended.
Friday 17 May @ 7 p.m. Tom Robinson £20
Musician and broadcasting legend Tom 
Robinson will be bringing his unique one man 
show to Emsworth Baptist Church. 
Tickets are available from Harbour Records, 

South Street, Emsworth Tel 01243 371415 or 
www.wegottickets.com

Emsworth Players presents
Ivor Novello and Noel Coward, the men, their 
lives and their music.
Thursday 6 June at 7.30 p.m. Friday 7 June 
at 7.30 p.m. and Saturday 8 June at 3 p.m. 
Emsworth Baptist Church. Devised by their 
Director, Jim Strudwick, it features the almost 
parallel lives of two of our greatest composers, 
actors, singers and producers of plays, films 
and revues. There will be plenty of songs from 
their hit shows, both romantic and comic and 
narrative related to them. To complement 
the enthusiastic company, they are delighted 
to have two outstanding musicians, Brian 
Budden from Southampton, who also plays 
for the Village Voices, on keyboard, and our 
own Leon Spicer with his violin who many of 
you will remember from ‘When the Poppies 
Bloom Again’.
Tickets from Bookends, High Street, Emsworth.

Doye Mosse Productions/Wemsfest presents 
Poisoned Beds – 60 minute one act play about 
the death of Emsworth’s Oyster industry. 
Wednesday 19 June at 7.30 p.m. £12.50 Brook 
Hall, Emsworth Baptist Church
Written by local writers Greg Mosse, and Lucy 
Flannery, their play Poisoned Beds features 
original live music by Havant resident, John 
Gleadhall. The play is set in December 1918 and 
is a captivating story of one woman’s prepa-
ration of a concert to celebrate both women’s 
suffrage, and the end of the Great War. 
Tickets Bookends and www.wegottickets.com

Stansted Park Nostalgia Show
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Emsworth Community Centre

Films showing at Emsworth Community Centre
Films show at 3.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets are £5. Tickets available from 
the ECA Office, Loretta’s Café, or on the 
door.
Lucky (15) Mon 8 Apr
The spiritual journey of a ninety-year-old 

atheist. Stars Harry 
Dean Stanton in his 
final film, which for 
a comedy drama is 
quietly moving and 
insightful

Stan & Ollie (15) 
Mon 29 Apr

Laurel and Hardy’s 
triumphant farewell UK 
tour. A film about loy-
alty and friendship as 
much as about comedy. 
Starring Steve Coogan 
and John C Reilly

The Green Book Mon 13 May
Three times Oscar winning comedy drama 
about a working-class Italian-American 
bouncer becomes the driver of an African-
American classical pianist on tour through 
1960s American South.

Mary Poppins Returns Mon 20 May

In Depression-era London, a now-grown 
Jane and Michael Banks, along with 
Michael’s three children, are visited by Mary 
Poppins who lifts their saddened spirits. 
Stars Emily Blunt and the film has won 
many awards.

The Keeper Mon 10 June 
The true story of a German POW, Bert 
Trautmann, who was talent-spotted playing 
football in camp. Despite great hostility, he 
married an English girl and played in the 
1956 Cup Final. Stars David Kross and Freya 
Mavor.

A Private War Mon 24 June 

Marie Colvin is one of the most celebrated 
war correspondents of our time. Utterly 
fearless and rebellious of spirit, she gives a 
voice to the voiceless, despite the personal 
trauma it brings. Stars Rosamund Pike.

Free Solo Sat 29 June (evening only 
at 7.30 p.m.)
Follow Alex Honnold as he completes 
possibly the greatest feat in rock climbing 
history. As he becomes the first person to 
ever free solo climb Yosemite’s 3,000 ft 
high El Capitan granite wall. 

Mary Queen of Scots Mon 8 July 

Mary Stuart’s at-
tempt to overthrow 
her cousin Queen 
Elizabeth I, finds 
herself condemned 
to years of imprison-
ment before facing 
execution. Nominated for two Oscars and 
stars Saoirse Ronan and Margot Robbie

Sometimes, Always, Never  
Mon 22 July 

Alan, acted by Bill Nighy, 
is a stylish tailor who 
spends years searching 
tirelessly for his missing 
son who stormed out 
over a game of scrabble. 
Will words help Alan 
solve the mystery and 
reconnect with his family. 

Events at 
Emsworth 
Community Centre
ECA Emsworth Craft Fairs
Sat 13 April, Sat 8 June, Sat 10 Aug from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
40 different exhibitors displaying locally 
handcrafted gifts, arts, jewelry, soaps, 
chocolates and cakes. Free entry with 
refreshments available.

Antiques and Collectables Fairs
Sun 14 April 
10 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. Entry £1.  
Refreshments available

Emsworth Horticultural Society Talks
Thurs 18 Apr at 7.30 p.m. pay on the door.
Herbaceous Perennials 

Emsworth Art Group’s Easter 2019 Art 
Exhibition
The Lumley Room, Emsworth Community 
Centre. Free to enter. Exhibition Saturday 
20th April to Monday 22nd April. 
Between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each day. 
Children’s Easter egg competition on 
Sunday morning

Emsworth Arts Trail
Sat 27 and Sun 28 Apr and Sat 4 May to  
Mon 6 May 
Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with  
free entry

envisage-dental.co.uk

Dentistry in  
Emsworth for 
over 16 years…

NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME Mac/PC & Laptop Repairs

System Maintenance
Remote Services

help@countrysidecomputers.co.uk
01243 370876 | 07798 728886

0 1 2 4 3 3 7 0 8 7 6

Home & Business Support
Computer Services

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

25 Howard Avenue, West Wittering, PO20 8EX

The Chair Doctor
Chris and Alex Steuart-Corry

Repairers of Modern  
and Antique Furniture

Upholstery
Caning
Castors

Long Case Clock repairs
Carriage Clock

Painting
Rushing

PHONE: 01243 673081 
EMAIL: chris.s.corry@btinternet.com

Emsworth Community Association (ECA) table tennis
Words and picture by Dyynwen Stepien
Table tennis brings together people of different abilities 
and ages who enjoy both the gamesmanship and social as-
pect of the sessions. The numbers have grown with more 
than 2,700 attendances last year. The sessions only cost 
£2.50 and run on Tuesdays from 7.45 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. and 
on Wednesdays and Fridays 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. Just 
come along and meet the members. We now have four 
teams in the Portsmouth Table Tennis League. Eagles are 
in Division 2, Seagulls in Division 3 and Blue Bell Pirates 
and Oysters in Division 4. For more information on the 
competition side email: stephen.long008@gmail.com

The junior club is for young people 9-16 years of age. 
We have taster sessions during the holidays and the club 
will start weekly from September onwards. It will cost just 
£1, to include a drink and snack, as well as coaching for 
those who want it. Most exciting will be the use of Table 

Tennis Robot which will help with 
practice and skill development.

Junior Taster Sessions during hol-
idays 10 a.m.-11.30 a.m. 
Tuesday 16 and Thursday 18 April 
Tuesday 28 and Thursday 30 May 
Regular evening sessions: Thursday evenings starting 19 
September.
For more information contact  
Dwynwen Stepien: dwynstepien@yahoo.co.uk
Emsworth Community Association (registered charity 
269793), Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, 
Emsworth, PO10 7DD. 01243 373805
EmsworthCommunityCentre.org.uk 
info@emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk

Outcome of the Emsworth Community Association 
Extra Ordinary Meeting
Words by Mike Stott, Chair
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the Extra Ordinary 
Meeting at St. James’ Church on Mon 21 January. We had over 140 
people attend and Members voted unanimously for the proposals put 
forward by the Trustees, which were to: 
1. Accept the offer from Hampshire County Council to transfer the title 
to the freehold of the land and premises.
2. Transfer over to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) and 
accept the new constitution.
3. Close down the existing unincorporated charity (269793).
ECA is now working towards a transfer date of 1 April for both the land 
and buildings and for the charitable status. We will continue to have 
the same name but our charitable number will change to 1181509. 
Otherwise everything will look and feel the same to both Members 
and Users of Emsworth Community Centre. Also at the Extra Ordinary 
Meeting a new Trustee was voted in, Ian Carroll, who will lead on all 
things Health and Safety.

To advertise in the 
only newspaper to 
be delivered free to 
homes in Emsworth, 
Hermitage and Thorney 
contact The Ems:

email:  
adverts.theems@outlook.com
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44 High Street • Emsworth • PO10 7AW  
Tel: 01243 377373 • Email: mail@driftwood-cafe.co.uk 

www.driftwood-cafe.co.uk

Cooked Breakfasts
Homemade Light Lunches
Afternoon Cream Teas
Open 7 Days a week from 9am

Elizabeth Turner Soft Furnishings

A small, professional soft furnishings business, pro-
viding a bespoke service to meet our customers’ exact 

requirements.  
All of our products are hand-made to a very high stand-

ard. We also supply fabric, a range of curtain poles, 
tracks and other accessories.

Courtyard 4, Sindles Farm, Aldsworth, Emsworth PO10 8QS

01243 389939
info@elizabethturner.co.uk
www.elizabethturner.co.uk

Tribute

A tribute to Cllr Rivka Cresswell
Complied by David Harris and Cllr Lulu Bowerman

As The Ems was going to press we learnt of the death, on 
22 March 2019, of Cllr Rivka Cresswell.

She was elected to Havant Borough Council in 
May 2015, as ward councillor for Emsworth, 
and was going to stand for re-election in the 
forthcoming Council elections to be held on 
Thursday 2 May 2019. The ERA committee 
and The Ems extend their sympathies to her 
husband Barney.

Rivka was born and brought up in Israel 
and lived in a kibbutz during her formative 
years. Her first name was the Hebrew de-
rivative of Rebecca. She served in the Israeli 
Defence Force during the Six days War and 
rose to the rank of captain. After leaving the 
military Rivka came to this country and for 
many years worked for Tesco eventually be-
coming a senior member of the national se-
curity team. Before retirement from Tesco, 
Rivka came to live in Park Crescent with her 
husband Barney and settled comfortably 
into the local community. Many residents will 
remember the cook shop “Classy Cooks” that 
graced the High Street which was managed 

by Rivka for about 8 years until it closed.
Rivka loved being able to help people with 

issues that concerned the local authority. 
She had a strong sense of service and care 
for her community and worked diligently for 
her community in Emsworth.

Rivka had a particular interest in business 
and was always very keen to see that local 
businesses were supported. This was one of 
the main reasons she wanted to become a 
councillor. The military and the fate of those 
that serve their country had always a special 
place in Rivka’s heart and a couple of years 
ago she took over responsibility for organ-
ising the annual St Georges Day Parade 
in Emsworth in conjunction with Thorney 
Island and the veterans.

One of Rivka’s proudest moments recent-
ly was when she laid a wreath on behalf 
of the people in the Borough for Ronald 
Carpenter, a service man from Havant who 
had died fighting in a peace keeping force in 
Palestine in 1947. Rivka located the grave in 
a war graves cemetery in Israel and made a 
special visit to pay her respects. Rivka was 
on the Emsworth Museum committee and 
a member of the local Tree Warden group 
and recently helped plant six Oak trees at 
Hampshire Farm Meadow.

‘She will be greatly 
missed’
Rivka Cresswell tirelessly served Emsworth 
as a councillor and community volunteer. 
She will be greatly missed by me and all 
those that knew her. It was a pleasure to 
work with her on various local projects and 
the St George’s Day Parade that she helped 
organise continues to go from strength-to-
strength. Rivka’s dedication to Emsworth is 
an inspiration to all of us in public service.

Alan Mak MP

‘A trusted and active 
member’
I was shocked and saddened to learn of Rivka’s 
death. She had been a Councillor since 2015 
and had been a trusted and active member 
of a number of important committees, in-
cluding the Licensing Committee and the 
Development Management Committee. She 
also represented Havant Borough Council 
on the Chichester Harbour Conservancy and 
Langstone Harbour Board. I know that she 
was well respected by the local community 
and by her fellow Councillors and we will all 
miss her. My thoughts are with her husband, 
Barney.

Cllr Michael Wilson, Leader, HBC

‘Friend, colleague and 
mentor’
I first came to know Rivka when she 
approached me (with Councillor Lulu 
Bowerman) to explore if I would be interest-
ed in putting myself forward to be selected 
as a council candidate. From then on she be-
came a friend, colleague and mentor to me. 
Rivka was totally committed to Emsworth 
and I remember if we were in the car she 
would note a full bin needing emptying, or 
grass that was rather too lush, in the manner 
of someone who takes pride in their com-
munity and wants it to looks its best. She 
loved our town, contributing to it not just 
as a councillor and volunteer in many com-
munity groups, but also when she ran the 
Classy Cooks shop. Rivka’s loss will not just 
be borne by her loving family, but by Havant 
Borough Council and our community. She 
was a dedicated public servant who wanted 
the best for her residents and I will miss her 
sage advice and support so very much. 

Councillor Richard Kennett, 
Emsworth Ward, Havant Borough 
Council (HBC)

‘She led by example’
Rivka was a great person to work with, very 
caring and hugely generous with her time. 
She led by example with her enthusiasm 
and work ethic and she cared deeply for 
Emsworth. I shall miss her very much”

Cllr Lulu Bowerman, HBC

“A great supporter of the 
Harbour’
Cllr Cresswell was a member of the 
Langstone Harbour Board for 4 years. She 
was a great supporter of the Harbour with a 
keen interest in the natural environment of 
the area and the wide range of activities in 
and around the harbour. Despite her many 
other Council obligations she was a commit-
ted Board member who participated fully 
in Harbour Board meetings, contributing as 
well to the Board’s Joint Working Party and 
Finance sub Committee. She will be sadly 
missed by colleagues on the Harbour Board.

Nigel Jardine, Harbour Manager, 
Langstone Harbour Board

‘We miss her warm smile’
Cllr Cresswell was appointed Havant 
Borough Council’s representative on 
Emsworth Maritime and Historical Trust’s 
management committee after her election 
in May 2015 and she attended meetings 
regularly, except when prevented through 
ill-health. Rivka was not just an observer - 
she will be remembered by us all both for 
her enthusiasm, advice, willingness to help 
in practical ways, and for her common-sense 
approach. In 2017 she donated her Councillor 
grant to the Trust which made an upgrade 
to the computer system possible for which 
we are extremely grateful. We will miss her 
warm smile and ready wit that lightened 
many of our meetings.

Chairman and Committee of 
Emsworth Maritime and Historical 
Trust (Emsworth Museum)

Councillor Rivka Cresswell
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Tribute

A tribute to Albert Finney (1936 -2019)
Albert Finney was a distinguished film and stage actor 
who was also Emsworth’s best known resident. His death 
was marked by a number of lengthy obituaries in the 
national press. The Emsworth Residents’ Association 
and The Ems extend their sympathies to his widow, Pene 
and family. We publish below four tributes from local 
residents. 

‘A nice guy’ Words and picture by Bob Smyth

As well as being a great actor, Albert was a 
nice guy. At my late mother’s 99th birthday 
lunch in Woosters a couple of years ago, 
taking in the nature of the celebration he 
came to the table and gave her hug - which 
made her day. The least luvvie of actors, at 
his usual (small) table in the Blue Bell with 
wife Pene, he chatted to all and sundry.

I first saw him on stage in the title role 
of John Osborne’s Luther at the Phoenix 
Theatre in its initial West End Run in 1961. 
He was awesome. 

He even helped get me into Oxford with 
a Major Open Scholarship since I wrote 
my main essay on how the new “kitchen 
sink” playwrights were more “dramatic” 

than “wordy” predecessors such as George 
Bernard Shaw.

Rubbish, obviously, but it was cutting 
edge at the time. And his Saturday Night 
and Sunday Morning (1960) genuinely was 
a cinematic breakthrough. In my first job on 
Nova magazine I tried to promote his film 
Charlie Bubbles, a partly autobiographical 
story which he directed and part-financed. 
He was finding it difficult to get a distributor 
and I wanted to profile him to push things 
along.

He said he didn’t want personal publicity 
- an unusual stance in show-business - and 
the film wasn’t released until 1968. A cou-
ple of years ago I mentioned to him I’d just 

read Gabriel Hershman’s new book Strolling 
Player – the life and career of Albert Finney, 
The History Press, 2017. “I never read such 
things,” he grinnned. “I know that,” I said rue-
fully. “But it’s very good anyway.” Which it is.

In the Blue Bell he sometimes entertained 
actor friends, left unmolested by fellow cus-
tomers. Shopping in Emsworth he passed 
almost unrecognised - until you noticed the 
latent power in his solid frame and bulldog 
face and, of course, in that voice.

‘He loved Emsworth’ 
Albert was an intensely private man who 
loved Emsworth and village life. He quietly 
supported many local causes and most 
recently was delighted to help Tuppenny 
Barn construct their new polytunnel. He sup-
ported the plan to restore the old boatyard 
at Dolphin Quay and was extremely commit-
ted to the surgery remaining in the heart of 
the community and strongly backed its move 
to the Emsworth Victoria Cottage Hospital.

Albert’s love of Emsworth was reflected 
in the way he loved to walk to a local pub 
or restaurant - arm in arm with his wife or 
a friend. He loved the community and its 
people; it would be wrong to single out his 
favourite haunts but he loved them and they 
loved him. Perhaps one of the most moving 
things about Albert was his stoic acceptance 
of his recent illness; he never complained 
and was determined to meet old friends for 
a drink or a meal and loved to hear about 
their lives. He would take their arm, to help 
him walk home again.

Albert eschewed fame and celebrity; stay-
ing true to himself, he wished to slip away 
quietly. Fortunately his legacy is huge and 
when we last watched the Gathering Storm 
I did not feel I was watching an actor playing 
a role: I felt I was faced with Churchill, the 
man himself. 

Albert’s death is a huge loss to his myriad 
of friends and to Emsworth. At this very sad 
time we should remember a giant among 
men; loyal, brave, with a brilliant mind and 
a wonderful sense of humour - amazing-
ly loved and supported by his wife Pene. 
(Contributor’s name withheld)

‘A neighbour, customer 
and friend’
Words by Julia Murphy,  
Fat Olives restaurant, South Street, 
Emsworth
Films bring alive characters on a screen but, 
for some of us in Emsworth we were fortu-
nate to experience the ‘smiley, chirpy man’ 
Albert Finney as a neighbour, customer and 
friend. Albert, like some of our customers 
over the years has sadly left the shores of 
Emsworth. They all live on with memories 
they leave behind. I will never forget when 
Albert came into the restaurant and as usual 
gave me a huge hug and a kiss. My late father 
(a long-time fan) was having lunch that day - 
his jaw just dropped to the floor! Memories 
made to last forever. 

 

‘A marvellous actor’
Words by Ken Laing
I was at Sir Ian McKellen’s On Stage tour at 
the Duke of York’s theatre and during the 
show he gave a fond tribute to Albert Finney 
who was staring at the National when Sir Ian 
joined as a young actor. “He was a marvel-
lous actor. You could not keep your eyes off 
him. He had a tremendous stage presence” 

Albert Finney with a local resident

Albert Finney in Saturday Night, Sunday Morning

Back & neck problems
Sports injuries

Rehab after falls
Home visits

Acupuncture
Pilates

Call: Karen Laurie
01243 375150
079412 13488

www.emsworthphysio.co.uk

Professional, effective,  
hands-on treatment
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Arts and Crafts Groups

Bench Theatre: Club nights first & third 
Thursday of month at The Spring, East 
Street, Havant. Contact: Janice Halsey Email: 
secretary@benchtheatre.org.uk

Bourne Quilters: 7.15 p.m. first Monday 
of each month, Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact: Averil Menzies 01243 
375506.

Emsworth Afternoon Flower Club: Meets 
2 p.m. fourth Friday of month. St James’ 
Church Hall, Church Path, Emsworth. Contact: 
Contact: Vanessa Davies, Secretary 02392 
789282.

Emsworth Art Group: Meets 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, Emsworth Community Centre, 
North Street. There is a currently a short 
waiting list to join this group. Contact: Anne 
Elgood 01243 377228.

Emsworth Beading Group. Meets 2 p.m. -4 
p.m. 2nd Saturday of each month at Hewitts 
Centre, South Street. Email: shirley@shirley-
mundy.co.uk or tel: 02392 825481

Emsworth Concert Band. Meets Thursday 
7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. St James Church Hall, 
Church Path. Contact: guyandjo@btinternet.
com

Emsworth Meridian Singers: Main choir 
meets alternative Wednesday and Friday 7 
p.m. -9 p.m. at Emsworth Community Centre, 
North Street. Contact: Louise Russell 07985 
606670.

Emsworth Morning WI: Meets 9.45 a.m. sec-
ond Friday of month, Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street. Contact: Kate Randall 
01243 373637. New members welcome.

Emsworth Players. New Drama group. 
Contact: Jim Strudwick 01243 272543 Email: 
jim.strudwick@yahoo.co.uk

Emsworth Watercolours Group: Meets 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. Mondays & Thursdays. Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: 
David Moignard 02392 267498.

Havant Light Opera: Meets 7.30 p.m. most 
Mondays at The Spring Arts & Heritage 
Centre, East Street, Havant. Contact: John 
Butt 02392 412262 www.havantlightopera.
co.uk

Hole in the Wall Group – Emsworth’s 
Community pottery: Located behind 
Emsworth Community Centre. Contact Clive 
Yeomans 01243 375860

Institches Emsworth’s first Stitch ‘n’ Bitch 
group. We are about laughter, fun and 
friendship. Venue: Hewitts, South Street, 
Emsworth. Meets Friday 10 a.m. -12 noon.

Knit, Crochet, Stitch. Drop in, it’s free. 
Contact Judy Williams 07906 214963 Email 
Judywilliams9@googlemail.com

Monday Art Workshop. Meets every Monday 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. Community Centre, North 
Street, Emsworth. Open to all with an inter-
est in painting. Please bring own materials. 
Contact: Edgar Baileff 01243 376674

Renaissance Choir: meets 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm 
Friday at Emsworth Community Centre. See 
website for details: www.renaissancechoir.
org.uk

Children’s and Youth Groups

Babies, Biscuits and Banter: Suitable for ba-
bies and young toddlers. Tuesdays, 9.30 a.m.-
11 a.m. in St James’ Church office. Contact: 
01243 372428.

Boys’ Brigade: Meets at New Life Christian 
Church, Thorney Road, Emsworth PO10 8BN. 
6 p.m. -7.15 p.m Mondays in term time, for 
boys aged 5-11 yrs. Contact: The captain 0776 
690 0428, Church Office 01243 373566 or 
email boysbrigade@nlccuk.org.

Girls’ Brigade (1st): Tuesdays 5.45 - 7.15 p.m. 
for ages 4-10 yrs and 7.00 p.m. -8.30 p.m. 
for ages 10-18 yrs, Emsworth Baptist Church 
Hall, North Street. Contact: Eleanor Day 0776 
250 2380

Girls’ Brigade (3rd): Meets at New Life 
Christian Church, Thorney Road, Emsworth 
PO10 8BN. 6 p.m. – 7.15 p.m. Monday in term 
time, for girls aged 5-11 yrs. Contact: the 
Captain 0790 603 4252, Church Office 01243 
373566 or email girlsbrigade@nlccuk.org.

Girl Guiding UK: Rainbows (ages 5-10 yrs), 
Brownies (ages 7-10 yrs), Guides (ages 10-15 
yrs), senior (15+). See website: www.girlguid-
inghantseast.org.uk

Melana: Dance classes for young people up to 
20 years, pre-school ‘music and movement’ 
classes and adult tap dancing at Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: 
Louisa Chandler 07717 327200.

Mumbaba: Music classes for babies and 
toddlers 10 a.m. on Wednesdays (during term 
time) Emsworth Sports and Social Club. 43 
Havant Road, Emsworth. Admission £3.50 
per family. Contact: Chris Spode 07941 197 
033

Parents & Toddlers Group: Tuesdays, 9.30 
a.m. -11.30 a.m. (term time only), New Life 
Christian Church, Thorney Road, Emsworth, 
PO10 8BN. 01243 373566 or email toddlers@
nlccuk.org. 

Peek a Boo Moves: Dance sessions for 1-3 
year olds (Friday, 10.15 a.m.-11.15 a.m), 
£4 drop-in, £3.50 pre-book, at Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: Jo 
Cone 07947 374222.

Scouts: Livingstone Cub Pack, Beaver 
Section, Drake Cub Pack, Explorers, Scout 
Troop, all meet at the Scout Hut, Conigar 
Road. Email: membership@emsworth-
scouts.org.uk

Churches and Religious Groups

Baptist Church: North Street, Emsworth. 
Contact: 01243 375606

Good News Travelling Library (Books and 
cards): 10 a.m. -1130 a.m. on Friday 1 Feb 
2019 and Friday 1 March, 2019. Waterside 
United Reform Church, Bath Road, 
Emsworth.

Methodist Church/Pastoral Centre: The 
Square, Emsworth. Contact: 01243 373773

New Life Christian Church: Thorney Road, 
Emsworth, PO10 8BN. Main contact: 01243 
373566. Meetings for Senior Citizens 2.30 
p.m. - 4 p.m. first Wednesday of month. 
Contact and help with transport: 01243 
371647.

St James’ Church (CofE): The Rectory, Church 
Path. Contact: 01243 372428

St Thomas’ Church (Roman Catholic): 24 New 
Brighton Road. Contact: 02392 484520

St Thomas a Becket (CofE): Church Lane, 
Warblington. Contact: 01243 372428

Waterside United Reformed Church: Bath 
Road, Emsworth. Contact: 01243 375557 

Westbourne Bell-Ringers, Westbourne 
Church, Westbourne Road, Westbourne. 
Practice Mon 7-9pm. Service ringing on 
Sundays. Contact Tower Captain Peter 
Wilkinson, Email: Westbourne@SCACR.org 
or Jason Crouch 07802 474899

Community Organisations

Community First: Services such as Call & 
Go bookable buses, older people’s activities 
and mobility scooter hire. Contact 0300 500 
8085, admin@cfirst.org.uk.

Ems Valley Community Transport: A volun-
tary body that arranges transport to hospi-
tals, GP surgeries, dentists and occasionally 
shopping. To volunteer as a driver; Contact: 
01243 371903 or email: evctsec@gmail.com

Emsworth Business Association: Contact: 
Giles Babb 01243 373394. Email: giles@blue-
bellinnemsworth.co.uk. 

Emsworth Community Association: 
Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact: 01243 373805 10 
a.m. -12 noon, Mon-Fri. Email Info@
EmsworthCommunityCentre.org.uk

Emsworth Community Land Trust. Creating 
affordable homes and community spaces. 
New members and volunteers welcome. 
Contact: Maggie Gebbett, Secretary 01243 
699517 email: info@emsworthclt.org.uk 
www.emsworthclt.org.uk 

Emsworth Forum: Contact: Mike Bateman, 
email mikebateman20@gmail.com

Emsworth Good Neighbours: Offers help 
with shopping, reading, writing letters, col-
lecting prescriptions, transport to essential 
appointments. Contact: 01243 430999.

Emsworth Horticultural Society: Organises 
Emsworth Show, Horticultural supplies hut 
at Washington Road. Talks and coach outings. 
Contact: Lyn Davies 01243 373810.

Emsworth Library, 23 High Street, 
Emsworth, PO10 7AQ Open Mon, Wed, Sat 
9.30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Tues & Thurs 9.30 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Fri 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Tel: 0300 555 1387 
Email: emsworth.library@hants.gov.uk www.
hants.gov.uk/library

Emsworth Museum: North Street. Open 
10.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. Saturdays/Bank 
holidays, 2.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Sundays 
April-October, 2.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Fridays 
in August. Contact: Mrs Dorothy Bone 01243 
378091

Emsworth Residents’ Association: Publisher 
of The EMS. Contact: Theo Schofield, 
Chairman. Email: theoschofield@icloud.com

Emsworth-St Aubin Twinning Association: 
Contact John Auric 01243 379018 or Judi 
Milburn 02392 471645

Friends of Emsworth Community Health: 
(formerly Friends of Emsworth Hospital): 
Supports organisations providing health-re-
lated facilities in Emsworth. Contact: Irene 
Craig 01243 378635 Email: irenecraig71@
gmail.com

Community  
Contacts
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Please notify the editor if you wish details of your group to be 
added to this page (Voluntary, church, charitable, community, 
not-for-profit groups only). Please notify editor if your group entry 
needs to be amended. 

David Harris, Editor, email: editor.theems@outlook.com

Hampshire Constabulary Beat Services: 
Surgery first Wednesday of each month, 
Pastoral Centre, St Peters Square. Tel: 
101(non-emergency calls) 

Havant Friends of the Earth: Contact: Patricia 
Williamson 01243 378560.

Havant Rotary Club: Meets every Monday 
at 6 p.m. at Bear Hotel, East Street, Havant. 
Contact: Ian Swinton 01243 251776

Hewitt’s, 35 South Street, Emsworth. 
Community café and hall for hire. Tel: 01243 
213600. 

Mothers’ Union: Contact: Margaret Cornick 
(secretary) 01243 378044. 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
Emsworth Branch: Contact: Liz Spencer 0785 
2108356 Email: lizzieannespencer@gmail.
com

St John Ambulance: Fraser Road, Havant. 
Email: Jennifer.quibell@sja.org.uk

SYRCH/Southleigh Community Hall, Lutman 
Street: Contact: Steve Baldwin 07795 
321689.

Trefoil Guild. Social group for all ex guiders or 
girl guides. Meets at Methodist International 
Hall, The Square, Emsworth on the first 
Wednesday of each month from 7.15 p.m. to 
9.15 p.m. New members welcome. Contact: 
Marion Lea marionlea7@hotmail.com 

University of the Third Age, Emsworth U3A. 
Over 30 subject groups that meet monthly. 
See website for details. www.emsworthu3a.
org.uk. General meeting at St James Church 
Hall, Church Path. 1020 a.m. third Friday 
of month, except August and December. 
Contact: Gill Polgreen Tel. 01243 389983 
email: gIll.polgreen@gmail.com

University of the Third Age, Ems Valley U3A. 
Over 40 subject groups that meet monthly. 
See website for details: http://www.emsval-
leyu3a.org.uk/index.html. General meeting 
at St James Church Hall, Church Path. 2 p.m. 
4th Thursday of month, except August and 
December. Contact: Hazel Willard 01243 
379877. 

WemsFest. Regular musical performances 
staged at local venues. Contact: Mark 
Millington-Ringwood, Artistic Director 01243 
370501 or 07802 500050 www.wemsfest.
comcom

Health Organisations

Alzheimer’s Society Memory Café: Support 
group for carers of people with dementia. 
Meets 10 a.m. -12 noon, fourth Tuesday of 
month (except December), Masonic Hall, 
Waterloo Road, Havant. Contact: 02392 
892035

ArthritisFirst. Exercise Classes for anyone 
with mobility problems. Run by a Chartered 
Physiotherapist with 30 years’ experience. 
All ages and abilities welcome. Classes at the 
Community Centre, Emsworth: Mondays 3 
p.m. – 4 p.m. Tuesdays 9.50 a.m. – 10.50 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. – 12 noon. Classes are also held 
in Havant and Chichester. Contact Juliette 
07974 238787/02392 413885. www.arthrit-
isfirst.co.uk

Emsworth Keep Fit 1: shape up with Sally, 
Thursday 10 a.m.-11 a.m. (Term Time) / 
Emsworth Keep Fit 2 shape up with Sally, 
Thursday 11.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m. (Term Time) 
£5. Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact: 01962 857099 www.bren-
doncare.org.uk/clubs

Emsworth Kurling Club: Monday 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. £3. Emsworth Community Association 
Centre, North Street. Contact: 01962 857099 
www.brendoncare.org.uk/clubs.

Emsworth Stroke Club: Meets 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
most Thursdays in Emsworth Centre, South 
Street. Contact: Mrs G Knight 02392 473091.

Emsworth Surgery: 6 North Street. Contact: 
01243 378812.

Silver Linings: Meets Wednesday 10.30 
a.m. – 2.30 p.m. Hewitt’s, 35 South Street, 
Emsworth. Activities for older people includ-
ing board games, excursions, theatre trips, 
etc. £15 inc. lunch. Transport to and from the 
centre can be arranged for £5. Contact: Liz 
Porter or Sue Kell 01243 213600. 

Southbourne Surgery: 337 Main Road, 
Southbourne. Contact: 01243 388740.

Walking to Health in Emsworth: Free, safe, 
short walks, Meets every Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. at SYRCH Centre, Lutman Street, 
Emsworth. Contact: Pauline Bond 01243 
376302 or Robert Self 02392 484412.

Nature Conservation

Brook Meadow Conservation Group: 
Workdays on first Sunday and third Thursday 
of every month, 10 a.m.-12 noon. Meet at 
Seagull Lane entrance by the Tool Store/HQ. 
Tools and gloves supplied, and refreshments. 
Contact: Jennifer Rye 01243 376926.

Emsworth Tree Wardens: Taking care of trees 
in Emsworth and surrounding area. Various 
ongoing tree-related projects. Contact: 
Yvonne Copeland 01243 389877.

Friends of Emsworth Memorial Garden. 
Helping to maintain the garden on the south-
east corner of Horndean Road Recreation 
Ground. Meet at 10 a.m. on second Monday 
of each month, Contact: 01243 371486.

Friends of Emsworth Waysides: A conser-
vation group set up to monitor and survey 
waysides and verges in Emsworth, in order 
to foster biodiversity and create a network of 
wildlife corridors. Contact: Jane Brook 01243 
430493

Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadows: A 
conservation group holding monthly work 
parties all year round at Hampshire Farm 
Meadows, a 42 acre area of open space in 
North Emsworth. Contact: hfmfriends@
gmail.com

Friends of Hollybank Woods: Contact: 
Andrew Brook 01243 430493

Friends of Nore Barn Woods: Work sessions: 
9.30 a.m. -12 noon, 2nd Sat of each month. 
Tools, coffee and biscuits provided but bring 
gloves. Meet at shore end of Warblington 
Road. Contact: Roy Ewing 01243 370705.

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust: 
Holds monthly talks September - March, 
plus weekly wildlife walks and nature notes. 
www.hiwwt.org.uk 

Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association: 
Protects and conserves the wildlife and 
natural environment of Slipper Pond for the 
benefit and quiet enjoyment of the public. 
Contact: Chairman, Nick Madina 01243 
377749 Email: info@smppa.org.uk

Political Representation

Councillors

Chichester District Council 

Mark Dunn, (Westbourne Ward) Wildham, 
Stoughton, Chichester PO18 9JG. Tel: 01243 
535202, Email: mdunn@chichester.gov.uk

Jonathan Brown (Southbourne & West 
Thorney Wards) 21 Stein Road, Southbourne, 
Emsworth PO10 8LB Mobile: 07890595450 
Email: jbrown@chichester.gov.uk

Robert Hayes, (Southbourne & West Thorney 
Wards) 6 Westview Cottages, South Lane, 
Southbourne, PO10 8PS. Tel: 01243 371388. 
Email: rhayes@chichester.gov.uk

Graham Hicks, (Southbourne & West Thorney 
Wards) Phairdene, Prinsted Lane, Prinsted, 
Emsworth PO10 8HT Tel: 01243 371211. Email: 
ghicks@chichester.gov.uk

Havant Borough Council (three Emsworth 
Ward Councillors)

Lulu Bowerman, 101 Havant Road, Emsworth 
PO107LF. Tel: 07874 885366 lulu.bower-
man@havant.gov.uk 

Vacancy

Richard Kennet, 53 Skylark Avenue, 
Emsworth PO10 7GB Tel. 07780 236443. 
Email: richard.kennett@havant.gov.uk

Hampshire County Council

Ray Bolton (Emsworth & St Faiths division) 
22 Wade Court Road, Havant, PO9 2SU. Tel: 
023 9247 9682.  
Email: ray.bolton@hants.gov.uk 

West Sussex County Council

Viral Parikh (Bourne division) 28 Bewick 
Gardens, Chichester, PO19 6FS Tel. 07474 
741345  
Email: viral.parikh@westsussex.gov.uk

Members of Parliament

Alan Mak, (MP for Havant including 
Emsworth) Building 6000, Langstone 
Technology Park, Langstone Road, Havant 
PO9 1SA Tel: 023 9241 5620 Email: alan.mak.
mp@parliament.uk

Gillian Keegan (MP for Chichester, including 
Southbourne and Westbourne) St John’s 
House, St John’s Street, Chichester, PO19 
1UU. Email: gillian.keegan.mp@parliament.uk 

Sports and Social Clubs

Circle Dancing: Second Sunday of month, 
2.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Westbourne Parish Hall, 
Westbourne Road, Westbourne. Contact: 
Jane Richards 01243 378531.

Coal Exchange Football Club. Team plays 
in the West Sussex League on Saturday 
afternoons. Contact: James Laycock 0781 855 
1216.

Dance/Social Group: 8 p.m. -10 p.m. 
Wednesdays, St James’ Parish Hall, Church 
Path. £5 per couple including tea. Contact: 
Brenda Payne 01243 378743.

Emsworth Bowling Club: Plays April to 
September plus bridge/cribbage October 
to March and other social events. Contact: 
Martin Roberts 02392 412759

Emsworth Bridge Club: Meets 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
every Tuesday evening, Emsworth Sports 
& Social Club, 43 Havant Road, Emsworth. 
Contact: 01243 376037.

Emsworth Chess Club: Contact: Kier Eyles 
023 9248 4778 or email: mail@ emsworth-
chessclub.co.uk. Meets Thursdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Emsworth Sports & Social Club, 43 Havant 
Road, Emsworth.

Emsworth Cricket Club: See website for de-
tails. http://emsworth.play-cricket.com

Emsworth & Havant Homing Society: 
Contact: 01243 431320 

Emsworth Rambling Club: Meets every 
Thursday (short walk) and Sunday 
(longer walk), plus social events. Contact 
Hilary: hiltim@btinternet.com or 
Peter: pom1151@hotmail.com 

Emsworth Sailing Club: 55 Bath Road, 
Emsworth. Contact: 01243 372850.

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club: Quay Mill, 
The Quay, South Street, Emsworth. Contact: 
01243 372523.

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club Radio Sailors: 
Meets Thursdays 10 a.m. -12 noon (all year) 
and Sundays 10 a.m. -12 noon (winter only) 
Contact: John Galyer 07971 827995 or 02392 
355745.

Emsworth Sports & Social Club: Contact the 
Steward 01243 376037. Located at 43 Havant 
Road, Emsworth.

Community Contacts
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Emsworth People

Emsworth People 
Words and pictures by David Harris

Names: Dr Mayank Gupta and Dr Nita Gupta

Positions: Directors of Authentic Indian 
Restaurants Ltd who own the Darbar Indian 
restaurant which opened in Emsworth in October 
2017. 

Occupations: Dr Mayank Gupta is a retired ortho-
paedic surgeon and Dr Nita Gupta runs the North 
Street Dental Clinic in North Street, Emsworth. 
They also own Thyme and Chillies restaurant, 
Birdham Road, Chichester.

Why did you decide to open an Indian restaurant? 
The Guptas have a passion for food but felt that 
real Indian food was not available in most Indian 
curry houses. They wanted to bring the authentic 
flavours of India to Emsworth. 

Why did you build a new restaurant? The Guptas 
acquired 36 North Street (formerly Spencer’s 
Restaurant) in 2013. The original plan was to refur-
bish the building but it was not structurally stable 
and the decision was made to demolish and build a 
brand new purpose built restaurant.

What is different about your menus? We feature a 
lot of fish dishes and vegetarian options. India has 
an extensive coastline and 80% of Indians are veg-
etarians. Fish and vegetarian dishes are examples 
of authentic Indian cuisine. Our dishes are heathier 
as they use less oil and no artificial colours.

What do you enjoy about owning a restaurant? 
It is very satisfying to see people enjoying their 

food. Dr Gupta likes to visit the restaurant most 
evenings to talk to diners.

What are your links with the local community? Dr 
Gupta is an active member of the Havant Rotary 
Club. 

Future plans: We will be relocating Thyme and 
Chillies restaurant to a more central location in 
Chichester. We also intend to offer Indian cookery 
lessons, talks on spices and their medicinal uses, 
tutored “Come Dine with Me” tastings, Indian wine 
and food pairing meals, and special weeks where 
we will focus on the food of an Indian region. We 
are also looking at offering an Indian breakfast/
brunch on Sunday mornings.

Darbar is the only local Indian restaurant offering 
authentic North Indian Mugal cuisine. It is open 
Monday – Sunday 12.00 noon – 2.30 p.m. and 5.30 
p.m. – 10.30 p.m. 
It has a rating of 4.5 stars on Trip Advisor. 

Darbar, 36 North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DG
Tel: 01243 430095
Email: contact@royaldarbar.co.uk
www.royaldarbar.co.uk

Editor’s note: If you run a hospitality business 
(restaurant, café, hotel, pub, etc) and would like 

to appear in Emsworth People please contact the 
editor. Email: editor.theems@outlook.com

Mayank and Nita Gupta

Dr Gupta and front of house staff

NEWS FROM OUR MP

Delighted by support for my fourth annual Jobs Fair
Thank you to The Ems readers 
who came in March to support 
my fourth annual constituency 
Jobs, Apprenticeships and 
Careers Fair. 

We had more than 1,000 job seekers come 
on the day to find out more about what jobs 
and apprenticeships are on offer in our area, 
with the opportunity to speak with around 
60 exhibitors. Many of the successful firms at 
the Jobs Fair were a reflection of our growing 
economy, such as Emsworth-based Innova 
Design. 

The strength of our local economy is re-
flected in the most recent unemployment fig-
ures that show just 1.8 per cent of residents in 
the Havant constituency are out of work – far 
less than the UK average. I’m already looking 
forward to meeting some of the residents 
who either found work or started an appren-
ticeship directly as a result of attending. 

My next major constituency event will 
be my fourth Community Groups and Older 
Persons Information Fair, taking place on 

Thursday 4 July from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Meridian Centre in Havant, which is free for 
all residents. I expect more than 50 exhibitors 
on the day, including those who provide help, 
support or activities for both older people 
and other members of the community, from 
statutory bodies to charities to community 
groups and clubs. If your organisation would 
like to exhibit on the day, please email Alan.
Mak.MP@Parliament.uk for more informa-
tion. There will also be a chance to become a 
Dementia Friend, with a free session taking 
place at 11 a.m. run by Dementia Friendly 
Hayling – no appointment needed.

In Westminster, I’ve been continuing my 
campaign for a digitalised NHS, which in-
cludes an upgrade of ageing technology that 
is still being used in our hospitals. 

 That’s why I introduced a new law in 
Parliament to ban fax machines and pagers 
from being used by NHS hospitals and wider 
NHS bodies such as health trusts, clinical com-
missioning groups and quangos. This new law 
would compel the NHS to scrap the remaining 
8,000 fax machines and 100,000 pagers that 
it still uses by 2021. By axing the fax we can 
ensure fewer missed appointments, better 

record keeping and save millions of pounds 
in paper storage and printing. 

Meanwhile the pager provides doctors and 
nurses with a limited amount of information, 
sometimes no more than a bleep, as they 
tackle a multitude of complex situations on 
hospital wards. The availability of modern re-
placements, and the need to rapidly upgrade 
the Health Service’s technology base, are the 
reasons I introduced my new legislation with 
cross-party support. Having now passed its 
first hurdle in the House of Commons I hope 
that my Bill can be a firm foundation on which 
to build a digital-first NHS that is fit for the 
future. 

I continue to work on the Emsworth 
Surgery issue, with the goal being to use the 

Victoria Cottage Hospital site as the new sur-
gery’s home. I will provide a further update in 
future editions of The Ems. 

Thanks to your residents for your continu-
ing support for my work. 

Alan Mak MP
Member of Parliament for Havant 

I continue to work on the 
Emsworth Surgery issue, 

with the goal being to use the 
Victoria Cottage Hospital site 

as the new surgery’s home.




