
Spring 2020In this issue

THEEMS Emsworth Residents’ Association
Community Newspaper

TM

Young Peoples Day p11 Verity’s Challenge p15 Library Update p27

First published in 1977

Emsworth pulls together
Words by Cllr Lulu Bowerman, Chair of Emsworth Business Association

The Coronavirus emergency and the reality of 
self-isolation has led to the creation of a new 
organization, Emsworth Alliance. 
I was approached by Ben Laycock, Emsworth 
Deli and Anna Tonkin, Oyster Design who 
intended to set up an ordering system and 
deliveries for local shops. The project devel-
oped into the Emsworth Alliance, a scheme 
that would create an infrastructure and look 
after residents’ welfare while also helping to 
maintain our high street shops. A website was 
created and a dedicated phone helpline was 
started. 

www.Emsworthalliance.co.uk
Phone line 07563 831810. (9 a.m. – 6 p.m.)
Follow us on Facebook: Emsworth Alliance

With our website in place, Ben and Anna 
concentrated on setting up an online shop-
ping service involving local stores. In just over 
a week, it provided an essential service to 
many households in the Emsworth area. The 
service is currently being refined to offer the 
core household essentials which are currently 

the most difficult to acquire. Information on 
local restaurants, cafes and pubs offering 
take away food is also on the site along with 
information about churches, schools and gov-
ernment advice. 

It became apparent that there was a need to 
recruit our own Emsworth army of volunteers 
to ensure that every household was looked 
after and so began the call out to the local 
community. So many of you have now come 
forward that all areas of Emsworth now have 
teams in place with dedicated co-ordinators 
to oversee and supervise the level of support.

Letters of introduction and Emsworth 
Alliance leaflets have been delivered to all res-
idents. Every household should now know the 
name of the volunteer assigned to them with a 
contact phone number. Volunteers will be able 
to offer assistance to residents and there will 
be a prescription collection service from our 
four local pharmacies. The area now covered by 
the Emsworth Alliance includes Denvilles and 

Warblington to the west and also Hermitage 
on our eastern boundary. We are also working 
closely with the Help Westbourne team. 

Emsworth Residents’ Association and 
Emsworth Community Association are work-
ing to ensure we use established networks to 
put in place the welfare aspect of Emsworth 
Alliance. The Alliance will also work with 
Emsworth Good Neighbours, the churches’ 
pastoral care and Guinness Housing. In addi-
tion, we will be working with Community First 
who will be co-ordinating the government’s 
efforts in the next few weeks to look after 
those in the group who need “shielding” by 
delivering hot meals and food parcels.

Our intention for the Emsworth Alliance 
website is for it to be a source of up to date 
local news and services around Emsworth. 
We currently receive health updates from the 
Emsworth surgery, information from the local 
churches regarding live streaming of Sunday 
services and provide links to Havant Borough 
Council’s latest news and also advice from the 
government. We will be increasing our news 
and updates in the coming weeks and encour-
aging local residents to contact us with new 
ideas of how to stay busy and physically active.

We believe that it so important to all stay 

connected as a community during these chal-
lenging times through our volunteer network, 
the website or our Facebook page.

The time line for the set-up of the Emsworth 
Alliance has been very short. From start to 
finish – from concept to creation and finally 
operational in about 5 days. It is a really im-
pressive and inspirational story.

One thing is for certain, we will make sure 
that when the time is right we will organise a 
celebration in Emsworth to give thanks for our 
amazing community. Until that time, stay safe, 
stay well and keep in touch. I am confident we 
can get through this together

Editor’s note: 

Residents can order food and drink direct 
from these local businesses.
Emsworth Deli 01243 389181
Starr Butchers 01243 372058
Treagust Butchers 01243 372484
Tiers Greengrocers 01243 372447
PDN Wines 01243 377883
Vin Wines 01243 698838
Newspapers can be delivered to your 
home by Loretta Café Tel 07524 427094

www.emsworthalliance.co.uk

‘we will make sure 
that when the time is 
right we will organise a 
celebration in Emsworth 
to give thanks for our 
amazing community. 
Until that time, stay safe, 
stay well and keep in 
touch.’
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Emsworth Residents’ Association 
PUBLISHER
THE EMS is owned and published by the Emsworth 
Residents’ Association, c/o Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street, Emsworth, Hampshire,  
PO10 7DD
COPYRIGHT
Copyright of THE EMS as a whole is held by the 
Emsworth Residents’ Association (ERA). The 
Copyright of all named articles and photographs in 
THE EMS remains with the author/photographer, or 
with the ERA if no author is identified. Unless other-
wise indicated, you may quote from, link to or publish 
brief excerpts from any article provided that you 
acknowledge both THE EMS and the author as your 
source. The republishing of any article or large part 
thereof is prohibited without the express permission 
of the copyright holder.
INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY NEWS NETWORK 
(ICNN)
THE EMS is a member of the ICNN, which is part of 
the School of Journalism, University of Cardiff. ICNN 
is the UK representative body for the independent 
community and hyperlocal news sector. They exist to 
promote the interests of community and hyperlocal 
publishers and to champion new sustainable forms of 
local digital and print journalism. Their focus is at the 
local and hyperlocal level; the place where journalism 
is most valued, but also most at risk.
WEBSITE
www.emsworth.org.uk  Current and back copies of 
The Ems can be viewed online at: www.emsworth.
org.uk/the-ems/

EDITORIAL
Please send letters, press releases and news items 
to David Harris, Editor: editor.theems@outlook.com  
Tel 01243 378215 or by post to the above address. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material.
COPY AND PUBLICATION DATES

ADVERTISING
For advertising costs and enquiries please contact: 
Roma Herrick, Advertising Manager Email: adverts.
theems@outlook.com
Advertisements are accepted in good faith, however, 
THE EMS does not accept liability for advertisements 
nor endorses any services promoted in those adver-
tisements. If you have a problem with any advertiser, 
we recommend you contact them in the first instance. 
If you do not get a satisfactory response, please email 
us and we will look into it.
COMPLAINTS
If you have a complaint about any aspect of The Ems 
please contact the editor. A copy of our complaints 
procedure can be found on the website: www.
emsworth.org.uk/the-ems/

DISTRIBUTION
We endeavour to deliver THE EMS to all households 
in Emsworth, Thorney, Hermitage and Lumley areas. 
THE EMS is also available from Emsworth Library, lo-
cal newsagents and convenience stores. If you do not 
receive your copy within two weeks of the publication 
date, as listed above, please email the Distribution 
Manager, Gavin Millar.  jandgmil@btinternet.com
THE EMS TEAM
Editor, Reporter and Photographer: 
David Harris editor.theems@outlook.com.  
Tel: 01243 378215
Advertisement Manager: 
Roma Herrick adverts.theems@outlook.com
Arts Correspondent/Proof Reader: Nicola Hammond 
arts.theems@gmail.com 
Major Event Photographer: Juliet Walker
Design: Ali Beckett www.alibeckettdesign.co.uk
The Ems is printed by JPIMedia Printing (Portsmouth) 
Ltd, The News Centre, Hilsea, Portsmouth PO2 9SX.
SOCIAL MEDIA/WEBSITE
Social media coordinator: Ali Couch  
emsworthresidentsassociation@outlook.com
ERA COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman: Theo Schofield OBE 
01243 377976 / 07976 727483
theoschofield@icloud.com
Vice Chairman: Jill Millar
01243 377071
jandgmil@btinternet.com

Secretary: Pam Wilkinson  
pam.wilkinson@hotmail.co.uk
Treasurer: Roma Herrick
adverts.theems@outlook.com
Charles Ashe (Planning) 
01243 379296
ashe.family@btinternet.com
Chris Hallam (Transport)
01243 379862 
hallamchris4@gmail.com
Jo Northey (Youth)
07807 188912 
revjonorthey@gmail.com
Victoria Lovell (Youth)
emsworth.youth.residents@gmail.com
Emma Gardiner (Youth)
emsworth.youth.residents@gmail.com
Ali Couch (Communications) 
emsworthresidentsassociation@outlook.com
ERA MEETING DATES 2020
The public are welcome to attend the quarterly gen-
eral meetings of the Emsworth 
Residents’ Association (ERA).  All meetings are held 
at Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, 
Emsworth and start at 7.30 p.m. Meetings are cur-
rently suspended.  
• Monday 20 April 2020 (cancelled) 
• Monday 27 July 2020 (provisional)
• Monday 30 November 2020 (provisional)

Chairmans’s Report
Words by Theo Schofield, Chair of the Emsworth Residents’ Association

I am writing this looking out on a clear blue sky with the apple 
trees in blossom, but by the time you read it the black clouds 
that are threatened now may have come. Julia Murphy has put a 
drawing in the window of the Fat Olives from Charlie Mackesy’s 
book ‘ The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ and the horse 
saying “ Those are dark clouds, but they will move on, the blue sky 
above never leaves”.

The darkest cloud is over 
the older population of 
Emsworth, and those 
that have other condi-
tions that put them at 
risk. The first priority 

of the whole community has to be to ensure that everyone 
remains safe. This means staying at home, difficulties in get-
ting food and supplies, and social isolation. However there 
has been an enormous response by the community to help 
everyone who needs it.

Lulu Bowerman, one of our District Councillors, and 
Chairman of the Emsworth Business Association is working 
with a small group of amazing volunteers. Together they have 

formed the Emsworth Alliance to coordinate all those who 
have come forward with offers of help and local food suppliers 
who are providing home deliveries to those who need them. 
The group now have an excellent website that is easy to use, 
and a helpline for residents to call for assistance or advice. We 
should be grateful to all those involved in setting this up so 
quickly to help all of us in Emsworth.

The Emsworth Surgery is working with the Primary Care 
Network and the Social Prescribers from You Trust to ensure 
that everyone at risk is identified and offered the help they 
need. Neighbours are getting in contact, forming on line 
groups, and offering what help they can.

However there are other clouds that will take their time to 
go away. Social isolation is not good for anyone at the best of 

times, and being told that you are old or vulnerable does not 
help. I know, I am seventy five myself! 

Most of the opportunities for contact are reduced, as well 
as time with our families. Our Churches are looking to the 
vulnerable in their congregations. We all need to maintain 
our contacts and friendships, as well as talking to those we 
know are on their own, by telephone or social media of course.

Parents and families are also having their lives disrupted, 
with school closures, working from home, and even loss of 
many jobs. All sports have been cancelled and may not resume 
for some time.

All of our pubs and restaurants are closed, as well as most 
of our shops. So are the Community Centre, the Sailing Clubs, 
and the Museum, and events such as St Georges Day Parade, 
the Emsworth Arts Trail and Wemfest have been cancelled. 
This will cause financial pressures that we may need to help 
with when the clouds do pass.

This Edition of The Ems has been brought forward by the 
editor and his team, and will be delivered by the regular volun-
teer deliverers as well as other volunteers. It describes all the 
initiatives and offers of help in more detail, and how to contact 
them. We should feel very proud and grateful for our strong 
community and the way so many people have responded.

I hope all our residents stay safe, and that the horse is right, 
the dark clouds will pass, and the blue sky will still be there, 
and Emsworth, will continue to be the wonderful place we all 
know and love.

Edition Deadline for copy and 
advertisements

Published on

Summer 2020 Mon 29 June Mon 20 July

Autumn 2020 Mon 28 September Mon 19 October

Winter 2021 Early Jan 2021 Late Jan 2021

Spring 2021 Late March 2021 Mid April 2021

Message from the Editor
Several of the articles that appear in this edition were 
written before the Coronavirus emergency started. 
Where possible articles have been amended and we have 
tried to provide updates on the many local events that 
have been cancelled or postponed.  
Please check with local organisers for up to date informa-
tion about events and services.
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Your Ems 
by “Papergirl” 

Does it shimmy through your 
door, unfurling on the mat?
Does it suffer savaging, by 
guardian dog - or cat?
Is it folded, even rolled, to 
make it through the door?
Does it have to limbo dance 
from low-slung box to floor?
Does your draught proof letter 
flap put it to the test?
Must the butler steam it and 
present it freshly pressed?  
Is it in a mailbox, safe under 
lock and key?
Do you say ‘No Junk Mail’? … 
The Ems says, ‘That’s not me!’
Does it wrap your fish and 
chips or line the litter tray?
Is it put in pride of place, 
referred to day by day?
Are you pleased when each 
new Ems lands softly on your 
mat,
Proud that our small town has 
got free press as fine as that?

Roger celebrates 45 years of service
Roger Bleasby moved to 
Christopher Way, Emsworth 
in 1975. He came to the area 
to work for the Royal Corps of 
Naval Constructors at HM Naval 
Base, Portsmouth. Roger has 
also worked at Farnborough and 
Aldermaston. 
Shortly after moving in, someone knocked 
on his door and gave him a pile of Emsworth 
Ratepayers’ Association (ERA) newsletters 
to deliver to his neighbours. In 1977 the 
newsletter was officially relaunched as The 
Ems and Roger is our longest serving deliv-
erer of the paper. 

Roger is actively involved in Emsworth 
Sailing Club where he had served as 
Commodore and is now a trustee. He is also 
an active member of the Ems Valley U3A 
photography and wine appreciation groups. 
Roger also served as treasurer for the ERA. 
Roger is proud to do his bit for the community 
by delivering The Ems to his neighbours. He 
stated that The Ems helped people to keep 
informed about local events and described it 
as the only local paper worth reading.

ERA Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The ERA AGM was held at Emsworth Baptist 
Church on 11 February. The AGM followed 
on from a special meeting about the future 
of Emsworth Library (see P 27). At the AGM 
Theo Schofield was elected as Chair; Jill 
Millar, Vice Chair; Roma Herrick, Treasurer; 
and Pam Wilkinson, Secretary. Charles Ashe, 
Jo Northey and Ali Couch were also elected 
to the committee. Special thanks were given 
to Sheila Kirkpatrick, Michael Ponsonby and 
Howard Harding who have now retired from 
the committee. 

In the chairman’s report, Theo spoke of the 
numerous roles performed by the ERA: pub-
lishing The Ems; using social media to publicise 
news, events and campaigns; launching a new 
website with Emsworth Business Association 
(EBA); representing the community at meet-
ings with councillors, Stakeholder group for 
the hospital development; commenting upon 
planning applications and HBC Local Plan. The 
ERA collaborate with ECLT, EBA, Emsworth 
Forum, Emsworth Horticultural Society and 
other groups. The ERA Community Chest 
grant scheme has awarded funds of £3450 to 
Queen St small garden, Emsworth in Bloom, 
Emsworth Tree trail, Boomerang Bags, Topspin 
Youth Club and Emsworth Eagles Netball team. 

ERA finances are sound with a surplus of 
£1,703 generated in 2019, mainly due to an 
increase in advertising in The Ems. 

Charles Ashe, ERA planning adviser noted in 
his report that the HBC Local Plan has still not 
been submitted to the government. The issue 
on “Nitrogen Neutrality” is causing a consid-
erable backlog of housing. Major expected 
planning applications such as Long Copse Lane 
are on hold until the HBC Local Plan is even-
tually approved. The land off Westwood Close 

(Sussex Border Path) which was subject to a 
failed planning application is now designated 
as a Local Green Space. 

Jo Northey in her Youth Report stressed 
the lack of provision for children of secondary 
school age. The ERA youth group is working 
with YMCA, HBC and ECLT and local groups. 
Their priorities are to improve facilities at the 
sports pavilion, to work with the YMCA to de-
velop facilities at Redlands and to support the 
formation of a local boxing club. 

Chris Hallam, in his transport report talked 
about the need to work with Chichester DC and 
West Sussex CC on the issue of increased traf-
fic caused by housing development between 

Chichester and Emsworth. He also talked 
about the prolonged Saxon Corner roadworks 
and congestion in nearby Selangor Avenue.

At the AGM grants of £500 were approved 
for the Emsworth United Girls football team 
and the MHA Singing for the Mind dementia 
friendly singing group.

Can you help?
If you would like to join Roger 
and our team of over 100 
distributors please ring Gavin 
Millar 01243 377071 or  
email: jandgmil@btinternet.com

Speakers from Emsworth Youth Football Club

The ERA perform 
numerous roles 
including running the 
Community Chest Grant 
Scheme

Guidelines for taking photos for The Ems 
As a community newspaper 
we like to include as many 
photos as possible alongside 
the articles. However, for 
your photo to be included 
there are some guides you 
should note. Newsprint is 
very unforgiving and a bad 
photo will look terrible when 
printed, so we have to start with the best!
Quality
• Photos have to be at least 1Mb, preferably 
bigger. If using your phone, check the quality 
settings on your camera and set it to the high-
est possible.
• Use a grid on your camera to make sure the 
photo is level. (On phones check the settings 
menu for the grid option)
• When submitting the photos make sure your 
email programme sends it at the original size. 
If they are too big try using a free file transfer 
service like WeTransfer.
• We cannot use photos that are out of focus.
Setting up the Shot
• We prefer photos that include people where 
possible.
• Don’t be afraid to ask people to pose.

• Get close up, try to fill the 
shot with the people.
• Take your time to set up the 
picture, make sure everyone 
is facing the right way. In 
a group picture try to get 
everyone standing close 
together without gaps be-
tween people (or someone 

may be cropped from the final print).
• Check the background and clear away any 
objects that will be visible in your picture. 
• Check for odd lampposts or trees coming out 
of someone’s head.
• Check the lighting, don’t take photos by 
windows. 
• Keep the sun behind you. If it is very bright 
and everyone is squinting move them to a 
shady area.
• Get the front of people, not their back. If it is 
a side on picture then ensure the face is visible.
• Take at least 3 shots so you can choose the 
best one.

If you have a big event coming up, contact 
us well in advance and we may be able to 
send a volunteer photographer

Example of a great community photo
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Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle PO9 6DX
paviliontearoom.co.uk • 023 9241 3432

Morning coffee, light lunches and
afternoon tea. All freshly made with  

seasonal local produce.

Development updates
Words by Charles Ashe and David Harris

Doctors’ surgery for sale

The current Emsworth Surgery at North Street 
House is being marketed by Chichester agents, 
Medhursts. The 4,157 sq. ft. two story, Grade 
2 listed freehold building has 13 ground floor 
rooms and 5 on the first floor. The agents de-
scribe it as being suitable for a number of uses 
subject to planning permission. Rateable value 
is £40,750 and offers are invited for the free-
hold. It is being offered with vacant possession 
from March 2021. www.medhursts.com

44 houses planned for 
Coldharbour Farm Road 
Horsham based developers, Telstar Ltd 
have submitted planning application 
APP/19/01226 to Havant Borough Council 
(HBC) to build 44 houses on a 1.94 ha. site 

to the west of Coldharbour Farm Road 
(off Horndean Road). The site will be 
accessed through Coldharbour Farm Road 
and extend westwards to the Travelodge 
and petrol station on the north side of the 
eastbound carriageway of the A27. Planning 
permission to build on this site was originally 
granted back in 2014 (APP/14/00360) but 
subsequently lapsed. The site is included in 
the HBC Local Plan (site H10, p230.) www.
havant.gov.uk/localplan
Change of mind for the Old 
Sorting Office
Planning permission (APP/19/00638) was 
granted in 2019 to convert the old Postal 
Sorting Office, 12 North Street into flats with 
some retail on the ground floor. The developers 
have now come back with a new application 
(APP/20/00068) for change of use of first and 
second floors to B1a/A2 (Business/Financial 
and Professional Services) They have request-
ed mixed use A1/B1a/A2/A3 (Shop/Business/
Financial and Professional Services/Food and 
Drink) for the ground floor. Issues over nitrate 
mitigation which is holding up some housing 
developments may be responsible for this 
change of mind. The idea of having more of-
fice space and jobs in the centre of Emsworth 
seems very positive. The Sorting Office closed 
in August 2018. 

Tennis suppliers seeks 
expansion
Racquet Sports Group, 3 Station Approach, 
Emsworth have applied to HBC (APP20/00061) 
to build a two storey extension to their ex-
isting warehouse premises. The proposed 
extension which will be at the rear of the site 
will give them an extra 595 sq.mt. of space. 
The firm sells tennis and other racquet sports 
equipment mainly via the internet. www.rac-
quetdepot.co.uk

Anodisers move out

Tintec Anodising Ltd have relocated from 
Seagull Lane, Emsworth to Southbourne. 
The Ems had received several reports that 
Marston & Langinger, who occupy the adjacent 
Seagull Lane site may expand into the former 
anodising works. Marstons obtained plan-
ning permission in December 2018 to carry 
out some improvement to their existing site. 
Marstons manufacture Garden Rooms and 
are part of the Alitex group, who are based at 
South Harting. Alitex have informed The Ems 
that their plans to improve their Seagull Lane 
site are on hold and that they have no interest 
in the adjacent anodising works. 

Planning applications still 
pending
At the time of going to press the following 
housing applications were still being decided:

• Tier’s Field (off Horndean Road) 
APP/19/00768

• Fowley Cottage (off Warblington Road) 
APP/19/00623. This site is included, in the 
Local Plan, but now amended to being suit-
able for ‘about 20 dwellings’. 

• Former Weaver Mabbs factory, North Street 
APP/19/00854

Delays may be due to nitrate mitigation issues. 
You can check local planning applications on-
line at:
https://planningpublicaccess.havant.
gov.uk/online-applications/search.
do?action=advanced

Changes to Havant 
Local Plan
The changed HBC Local plan, can 
be viewed on the HBC website. 
It has been discussed by the 
Cabinet. The Plan is now to 
2037, with a total objectively 
assessed housing need of:
• 10229 homes (up from 9260 previously) 
• Completed dwellings now at 1206 (up from 

939)
• Outstanding planning permissions up to 

1561 (up from 855)
• Allocations under this plan 5278 (down from 

6010) 
• Allocations in Southleigh 1200 (up from 1100, 

with 900 allocated from 2037 onwards)
• Windfall development 1348 (up from 1327)
• Total of 10593

Policy IN2 Improving transport 
infrastructure
New junction arrangements that provide a 
direct link from Southleigh (Policy KP5) to the 
A27, if needed.

Policy EX1 Water Quality 
impact on the Solent European 
Sites p.181.
A way in which nitrate mitigation may work 
is that farm land is taken out of agricultural 
production, allowed for waders and Brent 
Geese to roost and feed. As the land is taken 
out of agricultural use, no nutrients that would 
arise from fertilizers and agricultural use, will 
run off into the Solent, so it would effectively 
become nutrient free. There would be some 
cost for this, which would be subscribed to 
by developers who cannot show to HBC that 
they have an alternative scheme to make their 
development nutrient neutral.

www.springfieldnursing.co.uk

• Nursing and Residential Care       
• Convalescent, respite and 

long term stay available

Springfield: 01243 372445Prinsted: 01243 372024

a warm welcome  
awaits you

Springfield has two family run 
care homes, located in Emsworth 
and Prinsted. We are dedicated 
to making every day an enjoyable 
and rewarding one creating a 
happy, comfortable environment 
for each individual.COOKED BREAKFASTS • LIGHT LUNCHES

AFTERNOON CREAM TEAS  
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 9AM

44 High Street, Emsworth PO10 7AW  
www.driftwood-cafe.co.uk • 01243 377373

Currently closed but we look forward to welcoming you back very soon!
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The Emsworth Housing Report
Words by Matthew Inker, Manager of Henry Adams Emsworth

Since the December election the 
property market really took off 
in Emsworth bringing early good 
news for both buyers and sellers. 

It was as if a tap had been turned on af-
ter December’s general election providing 
more political certainty. Growing confidence 
prompted people to act on their moving 
plans rather than continue to watch and wait 
from the sidelines. Enquiries and viewings 
increased immediately and new sales were 
being agreed even before Christmas. 

Sales activity throughout January and 
February continued at the same pace with 

far more activity at the high-
er price levels than we’ve 
seen for some time. The 
market for homes under 
£500,000 was the main 
area of interest to buyers 
last year, whereas so far 
this year we’ve already ne-
gotiated sales on a number 
of homes between £900,000 
and £1.2m. 

Increased demand from London 
and Surrey rippled out quickly as people 
choose to move south to the coast from the 
capital.

Most people are buying with a mortgage 
and of course interest rates 
remain very competitive. 
People often see property as 
a safe investment, especially 
as the stock market has taken 
a bit of a hit recently. 

We’ve welcomed a new 
member to our sales team, 
Louis Andrews, who joined us 
at the beginning of January. 
Louis is a graduate from 
Chichester University and has 
already successfully agreed 
some of our latest sales, the 

first of many in a promising 
estate agency career.

Matching buyer and sell-
er expectations remains 
a finely tuned balance. 
Fortunately though, we 
know what many people 

are looking for, which areas 
they prefer, and how much 

they have in their budget.
Henry Adams brought 13% 

more new properties to the market 
in the first nine weeks of 2020 than we did 

in the same period last year so there is signif-
icantly more choice for buyers.

During March, the numbers of viewings de-
clined because of concerns about the impact 
of coronavirus but, with all the appropriate 
safety precautions in place, we’re still carry-
ing out more than 20 appointments a week. 

We are still also arranging a steady stream 
of valuations which gives us a strong indica-
tion of some of the properties likely to be-
come available on the market in the coming 
months, whether that’s now or postponed 
until there is more certainty in the market. 

We are of course, very lucky that we live 
and work in such a delightful area and peo-
ple are always looking to live here. This will 
continue despite the virus situation. 

Effectively it’s similar to any slowdown, 
such as elections or bad weather, the market 
slows down but the buyers are still there. 
That’s certainly been our experience and in 
March we’ve been negotiating sales on prop-
erties from £280,000 to more than a million. 

So if you have a property in Emsworth or 
Hayling Island which you’re thinking of sell-
ing, simply get in touch with us for an updated 
market appraisal on 01243 377773.

We look forward to hearing from you soon. 
Matthew Inker
matthew.inker@henryadams.co.uk
Manager, Henry Adams Emsworth

Properties for sale in Emsworth. Above: Beach Road. 
Left: Park Crescent

 

 

 
 

Andrew & Andrew Solicitors                                                    
51 High Street                              
Emsworth                                             
PO10 7AN 

01243 680800                                              
4                                                                   
office.emsworth@a2law.co.uk         

Emily Sims, an Associate, manages the Emsworth Office and deals with 
complex residential property matters. She has integrated herself within 
the local community.  Emily continues to create strong working 
relationships with local estate agents, mortgage brokers and solicitors, 
which has enabled the reputation of the department to grow quickly 
through word of mouth and referrals.    

Established in 1954, Andrew & Andrew have been providing advice in Portsmouth and beyond for over 60 
years, and recently opened a new Emsworth office in 2018. 

For trust. For advice. For life. 
 Get touch … How can we help?  

At Andrew & Andrew, we specialise in the 
following aspects of law, an can guide you every 
step of the way: 

Conveyancing                                                         
Wills and Probate                                                    
Powers of Attorney                                                    
Family Law                                                                
Personal Injury  

For more detailed information on other 
aspects of law, and the other areas we 
deal with, visit our website 

www.a2solicitors.co.uk 
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ECLT Housing Needs Survey
Words by ARC4/ECLT

Arc4 was commissioned by the Emsworth 
Community Land Trust (ECLT) to undertake a 
housing needs survey (HNS). This was conducted 
in order to identify type and tenure of housing 
that might be provided to meet local needs and 
requirements identified in the study area. The 
study area is that of Emsworth Ward within 
Havant District.
 
What affordable housing need exists in 
Emsworth? 
The housing needs survey (HNS) has concluded that:
• need exists for 46 p.a. additional affordable homes (c.230 

over the next 5-years);
• around 20% of this flow is likely to consist of older people 

who are seeking mostly 1 and 2-bedroom bungalows and 
flats. There are a small number of households headed by 
a person aged over 55 seeking 3 and 4-bedroom family 
houses; and

• for younger households the need is almost evenly divided 
between households seeking 1 and 2-bedroom houses and 
flats and larger families seeking 3 and 4-bedroom houses.

Why is this? 
• this is mostly due to high house prices when compared to 

the average prices for Havant district and that relatively 
little social rented housing exists in the ward;

• most existing households (64%) in housing need want to 
remain living in the ward;

• nearly half of newly forming households (48%) want to 
live in the ward; and

• the most frequent reasons cited for moving home by 
existing households is ‘cannot manage existing house - 
house/garden too big’ or ‘want to move to a nicer house’.

What is the need for additional market housing 
in Emsworth? 
• there is a significant undersupply of 1 and 2-bedroom 

bungalows and other types; and
• ‘other types’ are age restricted or specialist housing for 

older people.
Why is this?
• the ward has a large proportion of older one and two per-

son households with no children resident that are seeking 
to downsize to more suitable housing; and

• findings also show that supply is greater than demand for 
3 and 4-bedroom houses from local households.

House prices and affordability
• on average, ward house prices are much higher than for 

Havant District as a whole;

• this means that larger amounts of income and capital such 
as savings and equity are needed to fund house purchase 
or rents;

• this particularly affects younger households and first-
time buyers; and

• it also means that affordable housing in its various forms 
is needed if younger people and families are to be retained 
in the ward, including low cost affordable housing as de-
fined by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 
2019). Low-cost home ownership needed would be extra 
to the 46 dwellings per annum identified as needed for 
affordable rent.

What demographic trends are likely to apply to 
the ward?
• over 25 years (2016 to 2041) the population of the district 

will grow by 10.9% (13,529 people); 
• there is estimated to be a small reduction in the popula-

tion aged 50-64;
• the population aged 65 and over will grow by 48% (13,746 

people) and is estimated to become the largest group 
within the population by 2028; and

• this change will impact on the ward and future housing 
need as it has a disproportionately large proportion of 
people aged 65 years of age and older.

What are the general perceptions of respondents 
regarding future priorities?
• the priority groups for additional housing should be public 

service workers and first-time buyers; 
• the priority dwelling types should be small houses for 

single person households and small families. Also, bun-
galows and other accommodation suited to older people;

• value is attached to all local facilities;
• local facilities are considered adequate with the exception 

of ‘activities for teenagers (places to meet etc.)’; and
• priorities for improving the town centre are ‘more cash 

points/access to community banking’; ‘improved car park-
ing and longer free time’; ‘reduction in traffic and better 
pedestrian access’; ‘more outdoor seating, planting and 
interacting space’; ‘improved disability access’ and ‘im-
proved community safety’.

How when and why was this evidence collected?
• data was sourced from the Office for National Statistics 

(ONS) the Valuation Office Agency (VOA), the Land 
Registry, Rightmove and Zoopla;

• data and other information were also collected from a 
household survey. 976 valid responses were received; and

• the household survey was conducted in November 2019. 
The report was drafted in December 2019.

it is expected that over 25 years the 
population of our district will grow by 10.9%

Hollybank House
Country House Bed & Breakfast

Ideal setting for private functions, 
wedding & funeral receptions in 

Emsworth

anna@hollybankhouse.com
www.hollybankhouse.com

01243 375502

FRESH MILK
FARM-PASTEURISED

AND BOTTLED
DELIVERED LOCALLY

S.H.YOUNG
& SON LTD

WARBLINGTON CASTLE FARM

(Havant) 023 9248 3374
ALSO SKIMMED AND  

STERILISED MILK, CREAM,  
EGGS, POTATOES ETC

The Old Pharmacy
57 High Street, Emsworth

01243 372751

Professional & friendly service 
NHS & Private Prescriptions 
Medicines Sales & Advice 
Private Consultation Room

Fine fragrances & cosmetics 
Bronnley, Yardley, Roger & Gallet 

Mason Pearson hair brushes 
Sun preparations 

Instant passport photographs
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Update on the refurbishment of Emsworth 
Hospital by Mountjoy
Words and pictures supplied by Mountjoy

(The editor had hoped to have quarterly pro-
gress meetings with Mountjoy. The current 
emergency has curtailed this but I did man-
age to receive quite a lot of information and 
pictures from the firm.)

The Project
Work is under way to relocate Emsworth 
Surgery to a new home in the town centre.
Contractors Mountjoy moved on site on 
January 20 as part of a £3.5m scheme to 
convert the unused former Victoria Cottage 
Hospital into a state-of-the-art surgery.
The work was due to be completed in 
January next year and it was hoped that the 
new surgery could open its doors to its first 
patients in March 2021. Building works will 
involve the demolition of single-storey out-
buildings, a new rear single-storey extension 
to the main building, the installation of a new 
lift shaft, the reconfiguration of rooms within 
the surgery and internal and external deco-
rations. (Work was halted on 25 March due to 
the Coronavirus pandemic.) 
Company background 
Mountjoy was established on the Isle of 
Wight in 1992 as part of the Quarr Group. 
Since then, we have built our turnover to 
£32m+ and established ourselves as one of 
the most open, honest and versatile compa-
nies in the industry – this is reflected in our 
long-term client relationships and high levels 
of customer satisfaction. Our head office is 
now located in Portsmouth, with other of-
fices in Southampton, Winchester, Horsham 
and Ryde. Across everything we do, our mis-
sion is to ‘enhance people’s lives in the com-
munities in which we work’ – ultimately, we 
achieve this by encouraging our 340+ staff 
to go above and beyond in helping to create 
inclusive communities that provide value and 
opportunity for all those within them. 
What links do Mountjoy’s have with 
community organisations?
We are currently working with the ‘League of 
Friends’ who own and look after the garden 
adjacent to the site. They have let us erect 
heras fencing in their garden – as part of the 

scheme, they will be getting a new power 
supply to their hut/large shed in the garden. 
Are you employing any local people 
(people who live in the PO10 
postcode area) or using local sub-
contractors?
As a company, we currently employ 3 people 
living in the PO10 postcode area – a vast ma-
jority live in surrounding towns/cities such as 
Havant, Portsmouth and Waterlooville. Our 
Contract Manager for the project, Andy, also 
lives in West Sussex. 
Where possible, we are seeking to use sub-
contractors as close to Emsworth as possible, 
for reasons of supporting your local economy 
and reducing environmental impact. At this 
early stage a number of works packages are 
still being procured. 
Do you take on apprentices or offer 
work experience? 
Currently, we have 11 apprentices working 
for the company across a variety of roles; 
these are largely trade-based. We also 
regularly liaise with local colleges to provide 
work experience where possible (these are 
typically carried out in 2-week blocks).

Mac/PC & Laptop Repairs
System Maintenance
Remote Services

help@countrysidecomputers.co.uk
01243 370876 | 07798 728886

0 1 2 4 3 3 7 0 8 7 6

Home & Business Support
Computer Services

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

TTeell::  0022339922  441122333322
The Green, RROOWWLLAANNDDSS  CCAASSTTLLEE, PO9 6BW

TTeell::  0011224433  337766885522
High Street, EEMMSSWWOORRTTHH, PO10 7AQ

Where the locals go

i

BBaatthhrroooomm  ••  CClleeaanniinngg  &&  LLaauunnddrryy
DDeeccoorraattiinngg  &&  DDIIYY  ••  EElleeccttrriiccaall

GGaarrddeenniinngg  ••  HHoouusseewwaarreess  ••  TToooollss
KKiittcchheenn    aanndd  CCooookkwwaarree  

PPeett  CCaarree  aanndd  ssoooooooo  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!

ADDISON LAW
SOLICITORS

01243 372306

The personal, professional service
8 North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD

www.addisonlaw.co.uk

• Residential & 
commercial property

• Home Information Packs
• Wills, Probate & Trusts
• Inheritance Tax Planning

• Powers of Attorney
• Business Formations & 
Transfers

• Town & Country Planning
• Development of Land
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The Save Long Copse Lane 
Campaign – Spring 2020 update.
Words and picture by SLCL group

As noted in the winter 
update, the key objections 
to development on the 
LCL site continue to be 
sustainability, flood water 
disposal and increased 
traffic. These same 
objections often apply 
to other sites and the 
resulting council decisions 
to address them do not 
always reflect the real 
situation experienced by 
local residents. 
There is perhaps hope for change, 
arising from the recent refusal 
by HBC to permit the building 
of 50 houses at Lower Road, 
Bedhampton (ref: APP/19/00427). 
A visit by councillors quickly 
showed that reality was very dif-
ferent from Hampshire Highways 
position that a pedestrian route on 
Lower Bedhampton Road, likely to 
be used by young children, is safe. 
After visiting the route, councillors 
disagreed.

In their decision Councillors ac-
knowledged that they had a duty of 
care to new and existing residents. 
They raised concerns over traffic 
safety, the loss of green space and 
the distance new residents need 
to travel to reach local services. 
All of those concerns apply to the 
proposed LCL site.

We would like to add our thanks 
to the Development Management 
Committee (DMC) members of 
HBC for their courageous decision in refusing to approve this con-
troversial development application in Bedhampton. Building houses 
on inappropriate sites is difficult to resist when housing need is high, 
suitable sites are limited and governments wish to pressure and even 
penalise councils with increasing targets. 

A Mainland Transport Assessment is due shortly. It is unlikely to 
provide detail on LCL but scrutiny is required to ensure that any 

negative consequences on the 
neighbourhood are identified. 
Traffic in LCL has increased recent-
ly as the road delays in and around 
Emsworth have increased. Please 
mail traffic incidents on LCL to 
info@savelongcopselane.org.uk 
The LCL team will work to ensure 
that Hampshire Highways are fully 
aware of the reality of current and 
future increased traffic on LCL. 

There are other areas where 
there is a mismatch between 
public experience and authorities’ 
predictions. Families with young 
children know from practical ex-
perience that there is a shortage 
of school places and GP services, 
yet authorities’ predictions do not 
appear to reflect residents’ needs.

HBC policy on nutrient neutral 
development is evolving and the 
latest approach should be avail-
able via their website. We hope 
that it will set a clear direction for 
the reduction of existing nutrient 
levels. It is worth noting that the 
LCL site is low quality farmland 
that has not been in use for many 
years either for dairy farming or 
crop growing. Building on the site 
will inevitably result in a signif-
icant increase in the quantity of 
nutrients entering the Solent, due 
to household foul water drainage 
adding to existing pollution. 

The Chichester District 
Community Wildlife Officer has 
updated us on plans to create a 
wild life corridor. The route stops 

at the West Sussex/Hampshire border and cannot continue west-
wards until HBC actively support the concept and provide resources 
and data to ensure implementation. 

Please visit: www.savelongcopse.org.uk for full details 
and the latest news.

Emsworth 
Neighbourhood Plan
Words by Emsworth Forum

This is an update to inform you that the ex-
amination into the plan has now concluded 
with the receipt of the examiner’s report on 
6 January 2020.

The examination took place by written rep-
resentations (i.e. there were no hearings). The 
examiner was sent the plan and supporting 
documents, together with all the representa-
tions made during the Spring / Summer 2019 
Regulation 16 consultation. He visited the 
neighbourhood plan area. Following this, he 
asked for clarification of some matters from 
the Council and the Emsworth Forum and 
some representors. He took all of this into 
account in concluding that, subject to a series 
of recommended modifications, the Emsworth 
Neighbourhood Plan meets all the necessary 
legal requirements and should proceed to 
referendum. 

You may read the examiner’s full report at:  
www.havant.gov.uk/
emsworth-neighbourhood-planning. 

The Council must now decide whether to ac-
cept the examiner’s recommendation to send 
the plan to referendum. The referendum was 
due to be held with the local Council elections 
on 7 May 2020. It is likely to be postponed until 
6 May 2021.

Building on the site will inevitably result in a significant increase in the 
quantity of nutrients entering the Solent, due to household foul water 

drainage adding to existing pollution.

Emsworth 
Community Land 
Trust (ECLT) AGM

On 13 February ECLT held their first AGM at 
Emsworth Community Centre. Around 40 peo-
ple were in attendance. They came into being 
in 2018 in response to the threat to sell off the 
hospital site for housing. The ECLT has three 
main areas of interest:

Affordable housing. They aim to influence 
Havant Borough Council (HBC) policy with re-
gard to the proportion of housing at new devel-
opments which is designated as “affordable”. 
Their Housing Survey which was carried out 
last year elicited 976 responses (about 20%). 
Interim results indicate that residents want 
more housing suitable for first time buyers, 
smaller properties and bungalows. 

Youth and Community space. They are 
working with YMCA on a plan to build a 
nursery/community facility at Redlands, (off 
Westbourne Road). 

Town Centre and business community. ECLT 
has carried out a survey of business needs and 
will be working with the newly relaunched 
Emsworth Business Association (EBA). 

ECLT has almost 400 members and has 
received a grant from HBC to enable them to 
carry out surveys and publicise the organisa-
tion. http://emsworthclt.org.uk/

The Emsworth Community Land Trust board members

Liza Reeves
Fabulous Food

Private Caterer For Any Event
Weddings - Parties - Receptions

Dinner Parties - Corporate Events

01243 377454 / 07932 655016
www.lizareeves-catering.com
info@lizareeves-catering.com 

H. LOUCH and SONS
Est. 1870

Building Contractors
Incorporating JPG

29a Victoria Road, Emsworth

01243 372023
peter_griffin21@hotmail.com

 

 Logs, kindling and 
eco-firelighters 

 
Locally sourced seasoned hardwood 

Delivered and stacked 
Logs cut to size 

Discounts available 

Discounts available See our website for more details 

www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

01243 377220 
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

 

www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

01243 377220 
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk 
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Virginia Wilson-Smith (1930 – 2020)
Words by Brendan Gibb-Gray

Virginia lived in Emsworth for 
many years and for the last thirty 
or so her home was the iconic Old 
School House at the bottom of 
School Lane overlooking the Mill 
Pond. It is sad to report that in 
January she passed away having 
celebrated her 90th birthday a 
few days previously. Virginia 
served the local community as 
their councillor continuously from 
1998 until 2012 and immersed 
herself in local issues. 

She was the first chair of the 
community board that among 
other achievements saw the crea-
tion of the skate park in Horndean 
Road Recreation Ground. 
Together with Harold Groom 
[another longstanding resident 
no longer with us] worked with 
Havant Borough Council (HBC) 
to see the creation of a Memorial 
Garden on land in the southeast corner of the 
recreation ground. Each year residents come 
on Remembrance Day to pay tribute to the 
men and women of Emsworth who gave their 
lives in the wars and conflicts from World War 
1 to the current time. The garden is kept lov-
ingly and open at all time for quiet reflection. 

In 2007 Virginia supported the creation of 
the St. Georges Day parade in the town where 
again we have the opportunity of showing 
appreciation of the dedicated soldiers and vet-
erans for their service for Queen and Country. 
As a councillor Virginia was anxious to keep 
culture flourishing in the Borough and during 
2006 fought to keep The Spring Arts and 

Culture Centre open after the threat of fund-
ing cuts by both HBC and Hampshire County 
Council. I am delighted to say the Spring has 
gone from strength to strength since, which is 
a fitting memorial to Virginia’s efforts.

Virginia was seen almost every day shop-
ping and listening to concerns and issues. She 
used to say “since becoming a councillor it 
takes double the time to complete my shop-
ping-people here are so worth listening to!” 
Maybe no finer thing could be said of Virginia 
than her love of Emsworth, its people and abil-
ity to listen and act appropriately. May Virginia 
Rest in Peace.

Hilary Bolt (1955 – 2020)
Words and pictures by Faith Ponsonby

Hilary and Michael moved 
to Emsworth in 1984, with 
Hilary’s daughter, Cathy, 
and soon became involved 
in the community, joining the 
church choir of St. James’s, 
Emsworth. Hilary also 
became a member of the 
Parochial Church Council, 
and a vocal member of 
the Emsworth Residents’ 
Association. Always avidly 
interested in politics, the lo-
cal Liberal Democrats asked 
Hilary to stand for Emsworth, 
and she won the second seat 
on the Borough Council for 
the Liberal Democrats in 
1995, with Michael joining 
her the following year; they 
both represented Emsworth 
residents for their four year 
terms of office, and Hilary is 
particularly remembered for 
the fight she put up to keep 
the SYRCH centre open. After 
leaving the Council, she was 
a member of Havant Rotary 
Club for a while, contributed 
to the liveliness of their regu-
lar meetings and fundraising 
events. 

Hilary had been working 
as a marketing con-
sultant, the profession 
she had followed in 
London before the 
move South. However, 
they both loved going 
to auctions, their appe-
tite whetted by fund-
raising auctions held 
at Emsworth Middle 
School. Following a 
chance discovery at a 
Sussex sale of some 
Edward Lear original 
drawings painted by him on silk, they real-
ised they could help raise some money for 
the Parish by holding an annual auction sale. 
Thus began a new career for Hilary and her 
family which grew from the annual sales for 
the Parish into running a business of regular 

monthly sales. 
Hilary became a local leg-

end for her dry humour as 
a professional auctioneer – 
and over the 30 years or so 
of the Parish Auctions, she 
raised more than £75,000 
for the Parish. By now she 
had already branched out to 
selling antiques from a space 
in an Arundel antiques centre 
and when the electrical shop 
in West Street closed, they 
seized the opportunity to set 
up a second business, offer-
ing a sales area to other small 
dealers. They regularly at-
tended Goodwood Antiques 
Festivals, and in the last few 
years had been visited by 
several TV antiques road trips 
(including the celebrity ones), 
really putting Emsworth on 
the map. Most recently she 
had also, with the help of her 
eldest grandson, started up 
a microbrewery in outbuild-
ings at the rear of the shop. 
They ran it until last year for 
eight years, supplying sev-
eral of the local pubs with 
brews such as Slipper and 
Hollybank. 

In the early 90s after 
moving into the church 
cottages by the church 
gates, Hilary and 
Michael hosted many 
an evening with an ec-
lectic group of friends, 
sitting in the garden, or 
often gathering round 
their pianola to sing 
some old songs and 
celebrating Christmas 
and birthdays with 
prizes for the best lim-

ericks or the silliest present. 
Many people from the business community, 

the antiques markets and the church will miss 
Hilary hugely, raise their glasses often to her, 
and mourn her passing with Michael and their 
family.

Virginia worked to create the Emsworth Memorial Garden

‘a chance discovery 
...of some Edward 

Lear original drawings 
painted by him on silk, 

(made them) realise 
they could help raise 
some money for the 
Parish by holding an 
annual auction sale’

Alan Cox  
(1948 - 2020)
Alan and his wife, Madeleine, 
made their best decision ever 
and moved to Emsworth in 2014 
from London after he retired as 
Director of Finance of the Buttle 
Trust, a charity supporting chil-
dren and young people.

Always keen on outdoor pur-
suits Alan followed new and old 
interests with gusto. He played 
golf at Hayling Island, enjoyed 
walks with friends on the coast 
and Downs and began kayaking. 
Putting his outdoor spirit to good 
use he was a volunteer with the 
Friends of Nore Barn Woods and 
thoroughly enjoyed monthly 
work parties cutting down dead 
branches and clearing paths of 
brambles.

Alan was the Treasurer of 
Emsworth U3A for four years and 
a member of several groups in it. 
In particular he enjoyed Rhythm 
and Rock where he was famous 
(or infamous) for finding an ex-
cuse to play a Leonard Cohen track at every 
meeting!

He leaves behind Madeleine, his three chil-
dren and three grandchildren, plus Coco his 

Cockapoo. He will be sorely missed by every-
one who knew him for his kindness, wisdom 
and sense of humour.

Alan with Coco the Cockapoo

ROBERT
LINEHAM
Central heating installation 
and up-dating, replacement 
boilers, general plumbing, 
tank renewal, bathrooms and 
kitchens, water treatment.

7 Garland Avenue
Emsworth
Hampshire PO10 7QA
Tel: 01243 371 888
Mobile: 07940 953958
robert_lineham@hotmail.co.uk

11268

A real fire turns one’s  
palace into a real home.

A professional sweep brings  
real peace of mind!

Philip Lamb   
01243 379887  

or  
07900 981044

 philip@royallyswept.co.uk

Advert
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News from Thorney School
On Monday 27 January, Falcons Class from 
Thorney Island School had an amazing school 
trip to the Oates Collection at Gilbert White’s 
House, Selborne, near Alton. The children were 
really excited to be going on this trip where 
they learnt all about the fateful expedition of 
Captains Scott and Oates who wanted to be 
the first explorers to reach the South Pole. 
In the morning, the children learnt all about 
Antarctica and visited the museum which 
houses artefacts from the expedition. They 
handled some artefacts including husky dog 
reins and snow shoes. The bravest children 
tried the smell tins which included smells like 
penguin poo!

They then become mini David Attenboroughs 
learning all about different species of pen-
guins and their adaptations before becoming 
wildlife artists by sketching them. They even 
got to feel real penguin feathers! “We really 
loved learning about how penguins survive 
in the freezing Antarctic,” explained Phoebe 
Holcroft. 

The children handled and spoke about the 
rations the explorers would have taken with 
them before having their own lunch. They 
were not impressed with the amount the ex-
plorers had to eat.

After lunch, it was time to take on the role 
of an Antarctic explorer. They cosied down in 
to a real life explorer’s tent, tried on modern 
and old explorer clothes which were far too 
big, and even pulled their teacher and friends 
on a sledge. “I liked pulling our teacher Mr 
Vokes on the sledge, it was really hard pulling 
everyone!” exclaimed Riley Reith Van-Beers 
excitedly. The children really got a lot out of 
the day and asked some excellent questions 
which they will use in their learning at school. 
Some may even become explorers one day!

“We really loved learning 
about how penguins 
survive in the freezing 
Antarctic” Phoebe

School governors 
wanted
Thorney School are 
seeking new governors 
for their thriving 
Primary School.  If you 
are interested ring 
01243 371317.

Local secondary schools continue  
to under perform
The 2019 secondary school league tables have been published. They show that 10 out of 13 local 
schools (within a 10 mile radius of Emsworth) have been rated below average. This is even worse 
than 2018 when seven were rated below average.

Bishop Luffa, and Oaklands continue to be the only local schools who perform well. It is believed 
that many pupils in the Emsworth area attend private schools such as Portsmouth Grammar 
School and Portsmouth High School. Due to the closure of most schools in March 2020 there will 
be no school league tables produced for 2020.

Secondary school league tables 2019 
(State funded schools)
Schools within a 10 miles radius of Emsworth (Hampshire and West Sussex)
(Figures in brackets are for 2018)

SCHOOL LOCATION & 
EDUCATION AUTHORITY

PROGRESS 8 SCORE Pupils passing English & 
Maths GCSE at Grade 5+

Bishop Luffa Chichester, W Sussex +0.37 (+0.46) above average 62% (66%)
Bourne College Southbourne, W Sussex -0.42 (-0.28) below average 23% (40%)
Chichester Free Chichester, W Sussex -0.07 (0.05) average 34% (37%)
Chichester High Chichester, W Sussex -0.54 (-0.56) well below 

average
32% (33%)

Cowplain Cowplain, Hants -0.3 (+0.01) average 35% (31%)
Crookhorn Waterlooville, Hants -0.25 (-0.42) below average 37% (38%)
Havant Academy Havant, Hants -0.61 (-0.73) well below 

average
10% (19%)

Hayling College Hayling, Hants -0.4 (-0.02) below average 26% (42%)
Horndean Horndean, Hants -0.21 (-0.09) below average 44% (40%)
Oaklands RC Waterlooville, Hants +0.28 (+0.08) above average 54% (48%)
Park Community Havant, Hants -0.84 (-0.8) well below 

average
15% (14%)

Purbrook Park Waterlooville, Hants -0.25 (-0.28) below average 37% (28%)
Warblington Havant, Hants -0.89 (-0.48) well below 

average
32% (38%)

Hampshire Average -0.12 (-0.09) 46% (45.2%)
W Sussex Average +0.05 (+0.05) 43% (43.6%)
Portsmouth Average -0.42 (-0.34) 35% (37%)
England Average -0.03 (-0.02) 43% (43.3%)So
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*The Progress 8 score is between -1 and +1. A score of +1 means that pupils achieve one grade higher in each 
qualification than other similar pupils nationally. A score of -1 means they achieve one grade lower. The 
average Progress 8 score of all secondary schools nationally should be 0.

WSCC secondary 
places announced

Almost nine out of ten young people in 
West Sussex who applied for a secondary 
school place have today been offered their 
first preference school.

West Sussex County Council has offered 
9,143 secondary school places in this year’s 
secondary transfer admissions round for 
September 2020. Figures for West Sussex 
show: 98% of applications completed on-time 
were offered one of their three preferences 
(97.3% of all applicants) 87.5% of on-time 
applicants received their first preference 
(86.6% of all applicants)

HCC secondary places
Over 97% of parents in Hampshire have 

been offered a place for their child, by 
Hampshire County Council, at one of their 
preferred choices for a secondary school. 
Of those who applied for a Year 7 place for 
September 2020 by the application deadline, 
more than 92 per cent have been offered a 
place at their first-choice school. Pupils who 
did not secure a place at one of their chosen 
schools have been allocated a place at the 
next nearest available school. Parents have 
the right to appeal in these situations and 
their child’s name will be added to the wait-
ing list for their preferred schools. Places 
do become available if parents change their 
mind, or families move home. The County 
Council received 14,417 on-time applications.

Bishop Luffa School Oaklands School

Schools, Education & Youth
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Schools, Education & Youth

Emsworth Young Persons’ Day 
Words and pictures by David Harris and Jo Northey

The special young persons’ day held on Tuesday 18 February (during 
Half Term) was a great success. 110 young people attended and 
some 20 volunteers assisted on the day. 

Amongst the numerous 
activities on offer were: 
Hockey, football, Samba 
drums, art classes, gui-
tar tuition, circus skills, 
DJ skills, NERF guns, ta-
ble tennis, Urban Vocal 
group and dance. The 
event was organised 
by Dwynwen Stepien, 
Emsworth Community 
Land Trust (ECLT) and 
the YMCA. The event 
was part of an exer-

cise to help plan future youth 
provision in Emsworth. ECLT and YMCA re 
working of a project to build a nursery/youth 
facility at the Redlands site off Westbourne 
Road. 

Young people were asked to put forward 
suggestions for the types of activities they 
would like to have in the town. Suggestions 
included trampolining, dance classes, cine-
ma, art, chill out, disco, DJ, cookery, games 

room and MUGA (Multi-use Games Area) 
The idea of a hang-out space being very 

popular. The proposed youth room with 
MUGA would provide this as well. 

More good news from the land trust is that 
our CIL bid has been successful. The email 
from the council states ‘we can provisionally 
confirm that at the meeting it was agreed 
that up to £20,000 will be granted towards 
Early Learning, Community and Youth Centre 
at Redlands Grange Feasibility’. 

This is particularly significant to have the 
dream of an MUGA to be placed outside 
the youth room which would significantly 
increase the usefulness of the project in pro-
viding youth space.

The idea of a hang-
out space for young 

people is popular

Belcher Frost
SOLICITORS | EMSWORTH

Belcher Frost has, for over 40 years, advised clients on a range of legal matters. Our ethos 
is that clients will always be able to speak to someone who is familiar with their matter, 
personal client service is paramount and our clients can be confident that we have the 

necessary expertise to manage their work.
With significant experience in Private Client and Property work  

please contact us for an initial discussion.

Penny Smith, senior partner at Belcher Frost, is delighted to announce that 
solicitors Karen Livesley and Marie Slavov have been promoted to Director. Penny 

stated that the promotion of Karen and Marie is a testament to the contribution 
they have both made to Belcher Frost with their legal expertise and also underpins 

the business development plans for the practice.

With signficant experience 
in Residential Property work 
Karen’s ethos is client focused. 
Moving home is acknowledged 
to be one of the most stressful 
things that anyone experiences. 
There are unknowns at every 
stage; possible time pressures 
and juggling to fit everything in 
to attain the end goal of a new 
home. With a calm approach 
and good communication 
skills, Karen has an excellent 
empathy with clients during a 
time that can be difficult and 
frustrating.

Marie originally qualified in 
France as an Avocat in 2004 
and qualified as a UK Solicitor 
in 2011. With a wide experience 
of Private Client work, Marie 
has particular expertise in 
cross-border successions and 
cross-border Will planning 
for UK clients with assets in 
more than one jurisdiction and 
assisting non-UK domiciled 
clients and French speaking 
clients with their estate in the 
UK, including applying for a 
Grant of representation of the 
foreign Will.

Promotion to Director

www.belcherfrost.com
3 West Street, Emsworth | 01243 377231

“With a calm 
approach 
and good 

communication 
skills, Karen 

has an excellent 
empathy with 
clients moving 

home.”

There’s more to the Emsworth Delicatessen than meets the 
eye! 

Not only are we stockists of speciality cheese, charcuterie 
and delicious deli products, freshly prepared lunches and 
espresso coffee, we’re experienced caterers too.  

From weddings to wakes, parties to plated meals, canapes to 
christenings we can cater for your special event.  

We’ll deliver the service you expect at a price you can afford! 

www.emsworthdeli.co.uk – 01243 389181 – info@emsworthdeli.co.uk 

Emsworth Delicatessen, 1a West Street, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7DU 
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Mystery in the Garden
Words and pictures by Lindsay Jerome

There I was sitting in my garden enjoying the 
sunshine last June when I heard a rustling type 
of sound. I looked around wondering if it was 
coming from dry leaves caught in a corner of 
the wall by my Wisteria but there was noth-
ing happening there. I heard the sound again 
- not so much a rustling as a rasping sound - 
and looked in its direction which was to the 
Wisteria. Then, something little whizzed out of 
the foliage and away over my fence. It was dark, 

maybe a fly? I kept watching and it returned - 
a small bee! It landed on a Wisteria leaf and 
started making the rasping sound I had heard. 
I couldn’t believe my eyes when I realised it 
was cutting the leaf! and very precisely! Then 
it rolled the cut piece between its legs and flew 
off with it. I had never seen anything like that 
before in my life. I rushed indoors to get my 
camera and returned to my garden chair to try 
to catch the action on camera. The bee kept 
returning, cutting precise oval shapes out of 
my Wisteria leaves and then a perfect round 
piece. I still couldn’t really believe what I was 
seeing! 

When the bee had made a dozen or so 
trips to cut out and transport away pieces of 
leaf from my Wisteria, it didn’t return for a 

while so I went inside to research it on my 
computer (invaluable Google!). It was a Leaf 
Cutter Bee, a female, and they make pods 
out of the oval pieces of leaf, ‘glueing’ them 
together and then filling them with some nec-
tar and pollen before laying an egg on top and 
capping off the pod with a circular piece of leaf. 
How ingenious! They make these pods in a nat-
urally-occurring tunnel such as a hollow plant 
stem or in a tunnel they make themselves in 
rotten wood or dryish soil. 

If you notice oval and round holes in the 
leaves of any of your plants, pull up a chair, be 
patient and maybe you will have the honour 
and pleasure of witnessing this amazing spec-
tacle for yourself as I did. Please don’t spray 
your plants thinking it is a pest - the amount 
of leaves cut by a Leaf Cutter Bee will not 
harm your plants and they are doing the bee a 
great service for the propagation of more Leaf 
Cutter Bees. Long live the Leaf Cutter Bee!

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?
If you are infected you may 
have very minor symptoms, 
minor symptoms or more severe 
symptoms, but the NHS cites two 
key symptoms to look out for as:
n A new continuous cough
n A fever or high temperature
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF 
I HAVE EITHER OF THE  
ABOVE SYMPTOMS?
n Protect others - don’t call,  

or  go to your GP
n  Protect others - don’t go to 

your local hospital
n  Visit the special NHS Online 

111 portal at 111.NHS.uk or 
call 111 for further guidance.

HELP AND SUPPORT FOR RESIDENTS
The Government has announced 
wide ranging support for people and 
businesses impacted by COVID-19.  
We are committed to protecting our 
economy and helping those in need. 
If you are a resident in isolation and 
in need of help, please call one of the 
useful numbers on the useful numbers 
page of my website, and register on my 
website AlanMak.org.uk/IsolationHelp 
and we will pass on your details to 
relevant organisations that may be able 
to help.
 
FOR THE FULL RANGE OF 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PLEASE 
VISIT GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS
 

IF YOU REQUIRE LOCAL 
ASSISTANCE OR NEED HELP FROM 
ME AS YOUR LOCAL MP VISIT 
ALANMAK.ORG.UK/COVID19
 
I am compiling a list of local residents 
who would be willing to support 
isolated and vulnerable members of 
the community.
 
JOIN MY LOCAL VOLUNTEER 
NETWORK ALANMAK.ORG.UK/
VOLUNTEERNETWORK

Alan Mak
Member of Parliament 
for the Havant Constituency

ALAN MAKALAN MAK  MPMP Member of Parliament Member of Parliament 
for the Havant for the Havant 
ConstituencyConstituency

C O R O N A V I R U S  I N F O R M A T I O N
FOR THE LATEST ADVICE AND INFORMATION VISIT ALANMAK.ORG.UK/COVID19, NHS.UK AND 111.NHS.UK

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA. Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, P010 7DD

AlanMak.org.uk/COVID19    AlanMakHavant      @AlanMakMP    AlanMak.org.uk/CONTACT

Serving 
the 

residents of 
Emsworth

Keep the home 
fires burning

The government has 
announced that sales 
of house coal and wet 
wood will be phased 
out in England as from 
February 2021, in order 
to reduce pollution. Log 
burners and open fires 

will still be able to be sold. Residents will 
have to buy low sulphur fuels and wood 
that has been kiln dried or well-seasoned. 

Barry Gray, Regional Manager, Corrrals 
Ltd (who have depots in Chichester and 
Petersfield) told The Ems that they will be 
able to supply local residents with smoke-
less coals which are compliant with the new 
regulations. 

Sue Harris of local firm, Aldsworth Logs 
told The Ems that as from next year they 
would have to supply logs in a minimum of 
two cubic metre loads in order to comply 
with new legislation. Their current full 
load is 1.6 cubic metres. She added the 
firm sourced most of its timber from the 
Stansted estate and the logs were usually 
stored for two years old before being sold. 
However the firm does not have a kiln to dry 
wood and cannot guarantee the moisture 
content. Residents would need to ensure 
that the logs were dry before they were 
burnt.

“it was cutting the leaf! 
and very precisely! Then 
it rolled the cut piece 
between its legs and flew 
off with it.”
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SOSCA – a new 
environmental group
Words by SOSCA

Residents from Emsworth through to 
Bosham, Fishbourne, Hunston, Birdham, the 
Witterings, Selsey and Pagham are joining 
forces to highlight both the beauty and 
vulnerability of Chichester’s coastal plain. 
Save Our South Coast Alliance (SOSCA) is 
urging Chichester MP, Gillian Keegan, and 
government ministers to look carefully at 
both the natural constraints and assets of 
the area to avoid harming Chichester’s econ-
omy and putting residents at greater flood 
risk. Chichester’s low lying coastal plain is 
one of the most environmentally important 
stretches of Britain’s coast line comprising 
several internationally important habitat 
areas including Chichester, Medmerry and 
Pagham harbours. 

Leaving space for viable long term wild-
life corridors between these wetlands and 
between the South Downs National Park is 
critical for maintaining biodiversity. Rising 
sea level is causing coastal squeeze global-
ly, diminishing wetlands, salt marshes and 
mudflats. These types of habitats are not 
only important for many species, they are 
also incredibly effective at absorbing CO2. 

SOSCA argues that the coastal plain to the 
south of Chichester should be designated as 
an environmental flood buffer zone, allow-
ing for long term expansion of the wetlands. 
Aside from its habitat and environmental 
value such a designation would also increase 
the flood resilience of existing communities 
in the area including Chichester and its har-
bour and coastal svillages by creating space 
to absorb flood water. 

The coastal plain is critical to the 
Chichester area’s tourism and enhancing 
its environment will boost this fast growing 
sector of the economy. SOSCA argues that 
building large estates of suburban housing 
on the low lying plain will have a devastating 
impact on the area’s ambiance and attraction 
to visitors. Such large scale development 
will also put thousands more homes at risk 
of flooding in the future while compromising 
the district’s ability to make itself more flood 
resilient, thus increasing flood risk for exist-
ing residents. 

To find out more visit  
www.sosca.org.uk

Stansted Park fights Ash dieback disease
Words by Lucy Wood

Watching the forests burning in Australia, 
covering an area roughly the size of England, 
has torn at our hearts. We’ve knitted wraps 
for bats, praised firefighters and donated 
money to rescue efforts. But even as we count 
our blessings, our own forests are suffering 
a devastating threat. Ash dieback disease 
(Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) moves frighten-
ingly quickly – most of this species at Stansted 
Park has some degree of infection and young 
trees particularly are either dead or dying. 

Now the Stansted Park Charitable 
Foundation is offering the chance to help 
forests closer to home, planting thousands 
of trees to recreate forest cover, offset emis-
sions and create wildlife habitats. This virulent 
disease weakens even larger trees, reducing 
their ability to fight secondary pathogens and 
making them unstable. This has serious safety 
implications in areas of public access, or ad-
jacent to roads and buildings. Managing them 
is fraught with danger, meaning landowners 
are, with heavy hearts, having to fell large 
numbers of ash trees.

The Stansted Park Foundation has reluc-
tantly begun its own felling programme, 

under licence from the Forestry Commission. 
Head Forester, Michael Prior, said, ‘This is a 
last resort, something we never wanted to do. 

‘Ash is one of our most common trees and its 
widespread loss will have a disastrous effect. 
The species is vital for biodiversity, with huge 
numbers of creatures reliant on it for food or 
habitat. Old trees, with numerous cavities, are 
homes for birds, insects, bats and a myriad of 
insects and fungi.”

The cost of replanting these large areas is 
huge but a vital part of Stansted Park’s chari-
table mission. A mix of native hardwoods will 
optimise biodiversity and the introduction of 
new species, able to thrive in our changing 
climate, will add seasonal colour. New access 
paths will be laid to enhance visitors’ experi-
ence. The Foundation is hoping individuals will 
‘buy a tree’, perhaps as a present for family 
members or in memory of a loved one.

To contribute to this wonderful 
project the suggested cost of 
sponsorship is £10 per tree.  

Please contact:  
marketing@stanstedpark.co.uk

Updates
All Household Waste Recycling Sites (HWRSs) across West Sussex are now closed until further 
notice due to the current Coronavirus (COVID-19) situation. The sites are run by Viridor who 
has made the decision with West Sussex County Council to close the sites to reinforce the 
need for social distancing, protecting staff and highway safety, as a number of sites have been 
experiencing long queues. 

To stay up-to-date with the latest information on your local HWRS. www.westsussex.gov.
uk/coronavirus, where information on this and other County Council services are available

All Household Waste Recycling Centres in Hampshire are closed due to Coronavirus emer-
gency. Check website: www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres

Motor repairs

• Servicing
• MOT testing
•  Electronic diagnostics
•  Tyres and exhausts

Bodywork repairs

•  Full bodyshop facilities
•  Mitsubishi & SAAB approved
•  Insurance and private work
• Free loan car

Tel. 01243 372336 
www.lillywhitegarage.co.uk

Complete car care under one roof

Approved 
Bodyshop

P.J. BALDRY
Your Local Flat Roof Specialist
Flat Roofs • Tiles • Slates • 
Re-roofing • Maintenance
Soffits • Fascias • Gutters

Reliable
Cheerful

Experienced
Hard-working
Good Value

42 Horndean Road, Emsworth

01243 372253
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Social Prescribing with YOU
Words by Ellenor Gray, YOU Trust

The YOU Trust is a local health and social care 
charity that has nearly 40 years’ experience 
supporting people to thrive in their communi-
ties. We are working in partnership with the 
Hayling Island and Emsworth Primary Care 
Network to employ their Social Prescribing 
Link Workers. 

Social Prescribing is about connecting peo-
ple to the things that keep us all well – activi-
ties, social groups, advice and guidance, as well 
as learning and volunteering opportunities. 

In this current climate we are supporting 
people on the telephone by listening to con-
cerns and finding solutions. We are keeping 
abreast of the fantastic initiatives going on 
locally, and coordinating with the Voluntary 
sector and NHS support.
If you are a Patient with the Emsworth 
Surgery you can contact our Community 
Office for advice on 023 9206 5504  
socialprescribing@theyoutrust.org.uk 
Not active? Out of shape? Then the 
Strength and Flex workout plan is for 
you. www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/
get-fit-with-strength-and-flex/
Every Mind Matters - visit the NHS Every 
Mind Matters website. 

www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-mat-
ters/?utm_medium=Email&utm_source=Gov-
Delivery
There are simple things we can all do to look 
after our mental health and wellbeing – take 
the NHS Every Mind Matters quiz. To get 
started today with a free plan, expert advice 
and practical tips.
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-
matters/your-mind-plan-quiz/?utm_medi-
um=Email&utm_source=GovDelivery
Five steps to mental wellbeing - visit the 
NHS website, 5 Steps to mental wellbeing. 
Evidence suggests there are five steps you 
can take to improve your mental health and 
wellbeing.
www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-de-
pression/improve-mental-wellbeing/?utm_
medium=Email&utm_source=GovDelivery
If you are self-isolating – read advice from 
mental health charity MIND on managing 
your mental health in relationship to corona-
virus and self-isolating. 
www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/?utm_medi-
um=Email&utm_source=GovDelivery

Community Infrastructure 
Levy Funding for 
Emsworth projects
Words by Cllr Richard Kennett

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a levy 
that local authorities can choose to charge 
on new developments in their area. The mon-
ey should be used to support development 
by funding infrastructure that the council, 
local community and neighbourhoods want. 
Local groups are able to bid for their share 
of the Havant Borough Council CIL ‘pot’ and 
the February Full Council meeting agreed 
to support CIL funding for a range of very 
deserving projects in our community: 
• Emsworth Men’s Shed
• Emsworth Maritime and Historical 

Trust – replacement display cabinet

• Installation of new non-turf artificial 
cricket wicket at Emsworth Recreation 
Ground

• Early Learning: Feasibility study for 
Community and Youth Centre at 
Redlands Grange

• Updating Hewitt’s Community Kitchen
• Refurbishment of Emsworth 

Recreation Ground Play Area
In some of these cases matched or other 

funding is being sought to complete the 
projects, for example in the case on the 
Emsworth Recreation Ground refurbish-
ment. (see P. 15 Verity’s Challenge)

Southbourne surgery update
Words by Claire McCann

Our Patient Survey feedback was extremely 
positive. However, there did seem to be a 
group of patients who are still unaware of 
our Extended Access Hub service. We are 
addressing this by repeating the advertising 
we did initially in hope that we can help those 
patients who missed the information first 
time round. Southbourne Surgery has joined 
forces with a group of seven other practices 
in the Chichester area – Chichester Alliance 
of Medical Practices (ChAMP), to offer more 
appointments working collaboratively as part 
of an Extended Access Hub. The appointments 
are run from the different local surgeries and 
are for urgent and routine ailments, but not 
ailments for which you are already being 
treated. You will book the Hub appointments 
through your normal surgery i.e. you may be 
offered an appointment at one of the Hubs at 
a neighbouring GP practice locally. The team 

will have access to your medical records with 
your consent, and any care they provide will be 
added to your notes so your own GP practice 
can continue any ongoing care.

We are always looking to recruit more 
members into our Patient Participation Group. 
It is important for us to reflect a diverse rep-
resentation. This enables us to see how we are 
doing from a patient point of view and what 
we can improve upon. 

We urge you to think about representation 
(we would love to have representation from 
any young parents/carers) and make contact 
with us if you would be interested. Please 
email claire.mccann1@nhs.net for further 
information.

Finally, we have taken on more staff to 
accommodate the growing local population 
therefore if you are interested in registering 
with us; we are still taking new patients.

Clockwise from top left: Hewitt’s Kitchen, Emsworth Museum, Emsworth Recreation Play Area

Care when it's 
needed most
-24 Hour Service
-Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
-Free Bereavement Service

Emsworth 31 North Street, PO10 7DA
01243 376458

Part of The Southern Co-operative

SIMON HOWELLS
BUILDERS LTD

BUILDING AT ITS BEST

01243 376299
www.sdhowellsbuilders.co.uk

Experienced Hampshire Tradesmen

All general building work undertaken
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Please contact me if 
there’s anything I can help 
with, or you want to invite 
me to a community event. 

Visit my website for 
surgery details.

By post

House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA

t:  023 9241 5620
w:  AlanMak.org.uk
e:  Alan.Mak.MP@Parliament.UK

  @AlanMakMP
  fb.com/AlanMakHavant

Please visit my website to sign-up for my new residents’ email newsletter  
and details about my surgeries.

Serving the residents 
of Emsworth and the 
whole constituency

Member of Parliament for Havant

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, Building 6000, Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, Havant, PO9 1SA.  Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD.

CONTACT ALAN

ALAN MAK MP
YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Verity’s Gift charity is launched
Verity’s Gift is a new local charity (No 1187585) which is now 
registered with the charity commission. The official launch event for 
the charity was held at Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth on 
Thursday 12 March 2020.
Back in 2018 Verity Turner tragi-
cally and suddenly passed away 
leaving behind her bereaved 
parents June and Graham, hus-
band George, better known as 
Topsy and four year old daugh-
ter Harriett. In memory of, and as 
a tribute to Verity her family had a 
vision of establishing a charity that 
would raise funds to reinvest in community 
projects within the Havant Borough Council 
(HBC) area. This vision has now become a 
reality with the recognition by the charity 
commission of Verity’s Gift and the first 
project to be tackled is refurbishment of the 
children’s play area at Emsworth Park. The 
play area is very rundown but some £46,000 
of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) has 
been allocated for the project by HBC. 

In order to help fundraise for this project 
Topsy will be leading a four person team 
who on 31 July will attempt the Three Peaks 
challenge. They will drive to the Scottish 
Highlands and run up Ben Nevis, which at 
4,413 ft is the highest mountain in Scotland. 
They will then cycle 263 miles to Scafell Pike 

in Cumbria which at 3,209 ft is the 
highest mountain in England. After 
running up Scafell they will cycle 
210 miles to Snowdon, 3,560 ft, 
the highest mountain in North 
Wales which they will also ascend. 

Normally the three peaks chal-
lenge is completed within 24 hours 

by runners who are driven between 
the mountains. However Topsy and his team 
intend to complete both the running and cy-
cling within two and half days. The running 
distance is estimated at 23 miles and the dis-
tance they will cycle between the three peaks 
is 473 miles. 

George Topsy Turner is the man behind 
Innovations Fitness who have been running 
boot camp training sessions in Emsworth 
Park and other areas for the last 10 years. You 
can donate to this good cause by going to the 
Verity’s Gift page at the justgiving website: 
www.justgiving.com/veritysgift

For more information:  
topsy@innovationsfitness.co.uk  

Tel: 07800 683367

Community

Ben Nevis
4,413 ft

Scafell 
Pike
3,209 ft

Snowdon
3,560 ft

Cycling 473 miles

Running 23 miles

Funds raised will go 
to refurbishing the 
Emsworth Park Play 
Area 
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Community Updates
Information about Havant BC services
There is a lot of very useful information about the status of HBC 
services on their website. www.havant.gov.uk/coronavirus

Information about Chichester DC services
Residents of the Lumley, Hermitage, Westbourne, Southbourne 
and Thorney areas should go the CDC website 
www.chichester.gov.uk/coronavirus

Plaza shuts to the public
Havant Borough Council has announced the Plaza will be shut 
to the public indefinitely from Monday 23 March. The decision 
has been taken with the safety of customers and staff in mind 
as part of measures taken to combat the spread of coronavirus. 
Customers who would normally come to the Plaza in person are 
now asked to contact the council on 023 9244 6019 or on www.
havant.gov.uk/contact-us
Email: customer.services@havant.gov.uk

Local elections 
cancelled
The local council elections that were 
due to be held on Thursday 7 May 
2020 have been postponed until 6 
May 2021. Cllr Lulu Bowerman, who 
was first elected in 2016 was due to 
stand for re-election. She will serve 
another year and stand for re-elec-
tion in 2021. A referendum on the 
Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan and 
the Police and Crime Commissioner 
election were also due to be held 
on 7 May. These are also likely to 
be postponed until May 2021. 

Council Tax increase as funding pressures 
continue 
With the continuing concerns over Government under-funding 
Councillors at Havant Borough Council (HBC) have agreed to 
increase their part of the Council Tax by £5 a year on a Band 
D property. The increase of 2.45 per cent to £209.48, will be 
used to help fund the future regeneration aspirations for the 
borough with the remainder being used to help support all the 
services already provided.

New director of 
Children’s Services has 
been appointed by West 
Sussex County Council
Lucy Butler, who is currently Director 
of Children, Education & Families at 
Oxfordshire County Council, will join 
West Sussex in May as Executive 
Director of Children, Young People 

and Learning. Lucy joined Oxfordshire County Council in 2012 
and became deputy director of Children’s Services before tak-
ing up the role of director in 2016. 

Volunteers wanted
Did you know that there are a huge number of volunteer va-
cancies in the local area? If you are interested in any aspect of 
volunteering then have a look at the database of opportunities 
at: www.volunteerwessex.org Opportunities vary and are 
constantly being updated. If your local group is struggling to 
recruit volunteers or you have a special post you need to fill 
why not contact The Ems? If we have space we may be able to 
help your group by placing a brief announcement in the next 
edition (published July 2020) 

New volunteer managers’  
network launched
Community First have launched a new Volunteer Managers’ 
Network. This is an exciting initiative, bringing together not-
for-profit organisations across the area to listen to topics 
relevant to their work, as well as allowing them to network 
with colleagues and share best practice with a view to building 
sustainable volunteering communities for the future. If your 
local group would like to join, contact Julie Eden. julie.eden@
cfirst.org.uk 

Rex Garland
The Ems has been notified of the death of lo-
cal author, Rex Garland, who passed away in 
February. His collection of short stories, TOMB, 
was reviewed in the Winter edition of The Ems. 
The book is available from Amazon and other 
online book sellers. 

St George’s Day
The annual St George’s Day parade which was due to be held 
on Thursday 23 April has been cancelled. 

Radio Solent
Our BBC local radio station has stopped 
broadcasting on 999 kHz Medium Wave 
(AM) as from 8 April. Radio Solent can still 
be heard on 96.1 FM, DAB (BBC SLNT) and 
Freeview ch. 722 on your TV. 

Beware of coronavirus related scams. (HCC 
Press release)
•  People claiming to offer door-to-door or online testing 

kits. Residents are warned not to open the door or place 
an online order.

•  Elderly residents who are self-isolating being targeted 
for help with shopping. Only use trusted sources such as 
friends and families 

•  Emails claiming to be from the Government offering a tax 
rebate to support people through this challenging time. 

•  Retailers overcharging for staple items such as toilet rolls.

The LATEST in Eyewear, Technology & Style
OCT Technology

With a quick OCT test we can 
detect eye problems before 
they even start affecting or 

damaging your eyesight   

Blepharitis Clinic
For suffers of inflamed sore 

eyelids, we now offer the 
BlephexTM treatment to  

provide lasting relief

High Fashion Frames   
We stock a wide selection of the 
latest fashions and innovations

Martin Steels Ltd
Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner

martinsteels.com
Saturdays: 9am to 1:00pm 
Weekdays: 9am to 5:30pm

4, The Old Flour Mill, 
Queen Street, Emsworth

01243 375141

5 Old Mill Square,
Storrington

01903 740420

39 Tarrant Street,
Arundel

01903 883444
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Fine & Contemporary Art

Emsworth Arts Trail is cancelled for 2020
It is with a heavy heart that Emsworth Artists 
have taken the decision to cancel the 2020 
Emsworth Arts Trail due to the evolving 
COVID-19 outbreak. The event was due to be 
held on Sat 25/Sun 26 April and Sat 2/Sun 3 
May. We will certainly miss the splash of art, 
colour and fun that the trail infuses into our 
town, but rest assured they will be back for 
2021, their 20th Anniversary. 

In the meantime, you can get your art fix by 
following the artists on social media, or click-
ing through the website: http://emsworthart-
strail.org.uk/

We have included pictures of some of the 
many fine artists who would have been exhib-
iting this year.

Broomfield Photographic  
Competition cancelled

This annual event has been cancelled.  The judging was 
due to be held on Monday 13 April with the prizes award-
ed on Friday 1 May at Emsworth Community Centre.  The 
competition was open to pupils of local Primary schools.  
The competition is held in memory of industrial pho-
tographer Maurice Broomfield (1916 – 2010). He lived in 
Emsworth for the later part of his life. The competition 
was set up in 2012 and has continued annually in the Spring Term, with prize giving to coincide 
with the Emsworth Arts Trail.

Emsworth Harbour 
Art Market 
temporarily closed
The art market which was held at Hewitts, 
South Street has also closed.  

Please check website 
for latest update: www.

emsworthharbourartsmarket.co.uk/

Help our local artists 
by following them 
on social media, or 
clicking through to 
their websites from: 

emsworthartstrail. 
org.uk

Roger Treagust Ltd & Grate Fyres 
have changed their name to:

Still the same location, same team 
and the same great service.

Contact via the same phone number: 
01243 371 665

Or email: info@synergysouthern.co.uk
20 High Street, Emsworth, PO10 7AW
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Business
Motor Republic car 
leasing 
David Smith runs 
Motor Republic car 
leasing from his 
Emsworth home. His 
career in the motor 
industry started back 
in 1993 when he got 
his first job selling 
Toyota cars. He then 
moved to Mercedes 
as Corporate Sales 
Manager. He then relocated to Dubai work-
ing for Porsche. Seven years later he started 
working with one of the largest families in 
Dubai, Al Futtaim. They are a Corporation 
who employ over 42,000 staff. He ran their 
Financial Services business supporting all 
car sales for 10 automotive brands including 
Toyota, the largest selling brand in the UAE. 

After 10 years in Dubai he returned home 
to Emsworth. He came home for a number of 
reasons, one of which was to spend time with 
his mother who lives locally. 

You may have seen his car around and 
about. Motor Republic helps individuals and 
companies understand the best way to fund 
their new cars and vans. “To Lease or Buy that 
is the question”. As an independent consultant 
he can offer any funding, Lease, Hire Purchase, 
Personal Contract Purchase, etc on any make 
or model of vehicle. David Smith 01243 858347 
www.motorrepublic.com

The Old Pharmacy, Queen Street
Words and picture by Shirley Farmer

The New Year saw the pharmacy’s window 
transformed with pharmaceutical memora-
bilia from 1950s to 1980s. This fascinating 
glimpse into the past was drawn from the 
archive of two remarkable pharmacists, Mary 
and Tony Yoward, who served the health needs 
of the people of Emsworth for 34 years.

The life of a pharmacist then was very differ-
ent from that of today. Although key elements 
of dispensing, giving advice and ordering re-
main the same, the ways in which these were 
done have changed beyond recognition. 

Making up the tablets, pills, potions, pastes 
and infusions required skill, considerable 
knowledge and a staggering array of ingredi-
ents from which to draw. Everything had to be 
weighed and measured and packed individual-
ly by hand before meticulous recording. 

Patients arrived clutching a hand written 
scrip from the doctor that the Yowards had 
to decipher, prepare, package and explain 
the instructions for use. In those days of less 
advertising people sought the pharmacist’s 
advice on all manner of problems. People 
came into the pharmacy for other products 
too. At Christmas the shop’s central table was 
groaning with soaps, powders, bath salts and 
festive ‘goodies’. 

Tony and Mary were very focussed on train-
ing and took pharmaceutical students for work 
experience from Portsmouth Polytechnic 
(now University of Portsmouth). They funded 

a member of staff to become a qualified dis-
pensary assistant and even found time to 
expand the business into Southbourne, now 
a Boots Chemist. Mary was also Chairman of 
the Portsmouth Pharmaceutical Society and 
after retirement, Tony lectured tirelessly on 
his former role and responsibilities. 

After long and very fulfilled lives – Mary died 
in 2006 and Tony in 2019. 

Nevertheless, their professional legacy 
continues in this interesting snapshot of an 
Emsworth pharmacist’s tools of the trade.

Beware of business scams
A local business has informed 
The Ems that it was the victim 
of a scam that cost it nearly 
£2000. 
The business was contacted in 2017 about 
sponsoring a booklet on drugs awareness 
which was to be distributed to a local school. 
After studying the booklet the business de-
clined to be a supporter. 

In January 2020 the business was contact-
ed by a person alleging to be bailiff working 
for the courts. He stated he would be visiting 
the business to collect over £3000. He said 
the business had entered into a contract on 
the phone, which had been recorded, to pay 
a monthly subscription of £199 for a year for 
the booklet. The case had been heard in ab-
sence because the business had not replied 
to any correspondence on the matter, which 
the business denied. 

After further discussion, the caller asked 
the business if they would like him to contact 
the solicitor who brought the case to ask if 
they would come to an immediate settle-
ment The fraudster rang the business back 
a few minutes later and said if they sent the 
solicitor £1,910 instantly, the debt would be 
settled. The local business sent the money 
via Internet banking to what they thought 
was a solicitor. In reality, it was going to 
the fraudster’s bank account. The fraud-
ster rang back and said the debt was now 
settled and his job was done. The business 
then suspected they had been scammed. 
Although the police were contacted nothing 

has happened as cases like this are rarely 
followed up.

There are numerous telephone, email 
and postal scams around. All businesses are 
urged to be very diligent when approached 
by an unknown contact who is soliciting 
money. A list of common scams, including 
bogus business directories, unsolicited 
goods and false invoices can be found on 
the website below.

www.businesscompanion.info/
en/quick-guides/miscellaneous/

business-scams

Coronavirus grant process 
now live for Havant 
borough businesses
Businesses that qualify for 
coronavirus-related business 
grants can now confirm their 
details online to Havant Borough 
Council. 
There are two grants available:
• Small Business Grants - a one-off grant 

of £10,000 to businesses that pay little 
or no businesses rates

• Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grants 
- provide businesses in the retail, hos-
pitality and leisure sectors with a cash 
grant of up to £25,000 per property

Confirming your details is simple. Filling in 
your information accurately will ensure that 
we have the correct details to enable grant 
payments to be made as quickly as possible.

Businesses will need to have the following 
details to hand:
• Business rates bill
• Bank details

To find out more about the grants and to access 
the form to confirm your details, please visit the 

council’s business support webpage:  
www.havant.gov.uk/coronavirus-business-support
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Business

Business updates
Support your local business
It is more important than ever before to sup-
port the local businesses that have been able 
to remain open during the Coronavirus emer-
gency. Please ensure social distancing when 
queueing outside of shops and be patient as 
you await to be admitted. Please do not hoard 
supplies and only go out shopping when it is 
absolutely necessary. 

Government orders many 
businesses to close
On 23 March the government announced that 
pubs, cafes, restaurants, hairdressers and 
most retail businesses must close. The excep-
tions are: supermarkets and other food shops, 
medical services (such as dental surgeries, 
opticians and audiology clinics, physiother-
apy clinics, chiropody and podiatry clinics, 
and other professional vocational medical 
services), pharmacies and chemists, including 
non-dispensing pharmacies, petrol stations, 
bicycle shops, hardware shops and equip-
ment, plant and tool hire, veterinary surgeries 
and pet shops, corner shops and newsagents, 
off-licences and licenced shops selling alcohol, 
including those within breweries, laundrettes 
and dry cleaners, Post Offices, vehicle rental 
services, car garages and repair shops, car 
parks, high street banks, building societies, 
short-term loan providers, credit unions and 
cash points, storage and distribution facilities, 
including delivery drop off points. Shopping 
centres may stay open if they contain units 
which are not required to close.
This means that in addition to our food shops, 
business such as our newsagents and the 
Emsworth Cycle shop can remain open. Pubs, 
cafes and restaurants have closed but some 
may offer takeaway services. The situation on 
the ground is fast changing. Some businesses 
that are allowed to open may choose to close 
due to low footfall, staff safety or problems 
in managing social distancing. Others may 
limit themselves to telephone orders and/or 
a delivery service. 

Obituary
Hilary Bolt, proprietor of Emsworth Antiques, 
West Street, died suddenly of a stroke on 26 
January. Her funeral was held on 20 February 
at St James Church. (see full obituary P 15) 

To have or to Havant?

Havant Borough Council have launched a new 
business website: www.havewithhavant.
co.uk . Some of the things you can “have” with 
Havant include: culture, jobs, success, pros-
pects, fun, pride and homes. Readers might 
recall Havant Brewery, which closed in 2015, 
who gave their beers punning names such as: 
Havant Started, Havant Finished, Havant the 
Foggiest, Havant Decided, etc. 

New Hampshire website
HCC have also launched a new business web-
site: www.businesshampshire.co.uk 

Empty shop update (not 
Coronavirus related) 
At the time of going to press the following 
premises were vacant/not trading or available 
for sale or rent.
• 25 South Street (ex Woosters restaurant) 

available to let
• 15 High Street (ex NatWest Bank)  

available to let
• 45 North Street (ex Navana) for sale  

with flat.
• 2 West Street (ex Town Brewery)  

Awaiting redevelopment.
• 12 North Street (ex Sorting office) 

Awaiting planning permission
• Gardner Antiques, Queen Street 

Available to let

Dry Cleaners to re-open
Solent Cleaners dry cleaning firm ceased trad-
ing in December 2019 with all of their branches 
closing. Their former branch in West Street, 
Emsworth branch has signs in the window 
indicating that it will open soon. Dry cleaners 
are amongst the essential businesses that the 

government will permit to remain open during 
the emergency. 

Emsworth Entrepreneurs

In February, Laura Hayward and Alice Hooley 
of social start-up ‘Refill and Replenish’ opened 
a shop at the Folly Market, Dragon Street, 
Petersfield (now closed). They also intend to 
continue to service the mobile provision in 
Emsworth, Havant and Southbourne after 
the Coronavirus emergency is over. Refill and 
Replenish started in late 2017 when Laura 
Hayward and Alice Hooley, two budding en-
trepreneurs with similar ideas met through 
the Startup Disruptors Network and realised 
that their dream of a world that thinks hard 
about the plastic that it uses could be better 
realised by pooling their resources and work-
ing together. For details on when they hope to 
re-open see www.refillandreplenish.co.uk.

Emsworth couple launch novel 
new business
Mike and Diana Tibble have set up a pioneering 
audio biography service to enable families to 
record their life stories, memories and expe-
riences. Mike is a member of the Oral History 
Society and has developed his skills in inter-
viewing techniques, ethics, recording equip-
ment and digital editing. “I have always been 
interested in recording people’s life stories 
and one of my personal interests is captur-
ing the stories of war veterans including my 

98-year-old father in law.” If you would like to 
find out more or book an audio biography for 
your family or special event, visit www.audio-
biographers.co.uk

Emsworth 
Business 
Association [EBA] 
A new start?
Business people in Emsworth are deter-
mined to re-vitalize the association and 
this effort began in December with a suc-
cessful Christmas gathering in Tuppeny 
Barn attended by more than 40 people. 
The community Christmas lights followed 
which was a great success and supported 
by hundreds of residents and children from 
around the area. 

A committee meeting was held in January 
where it was decided on a number of steps 
to bring the association and the people it 
represents back towards centre of the eco-
nomic and social life of the town. One of 
our first objectives is to increase the mem-
bership and invite people in any business 
however large or small to consider joining, 
or re-joining the association. 

You may also consider joining the new-
ly formed committee, our meetings are 
informal and usually take place every six 
weeks at the Brookfield Hotel followed 
by a convivial drink at the bar. The annual 
membership fee is a very reasonable £30. 
The objectives of the association have 
barely changed over the years which are 
“to promote Emsworth as a great place to 
work and do business” Now its more and 
more is necessary for business people to 
work together to promote this aim. To find 
out more visit www.emsworth.org.uk and 
then use the link to the EBA page.

Brendan Gibb-Gray 01243 377355.
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Horticulture

Emsworth Show: Bank Holiday 
Monday 31 August 2020
The best little Show in the South  
will go ahead
Words by Faith Ponsonby

The EHS committee are determined that 
the 2020 Emsworth Show will go ahead 
as planned on Bank Holiday Monday 31 
August 2020. The Emsworth Show will 
continue to be held in the grounds of the 
New Life Christian Church on Thorney 
Road. 
The volunteers who organise the Show each year have 
been looking at the comments made by visitors after our 
first year there, and will ensure that on Monday 31 August 
the Main Arena will be in the centre of the ground, and will 
also establish a ‘food court’, probably in the North Field, 
where visitors to the Show can picnic and also buy food 
and drinks from our stallholders there. Some food and ice 
cream sellers will continue to be spread to other parts of 
the showground. 

We also plan to have a central meeting point so that 
families can meet up after spending time enjoying some of 
the different activities. We also hope to be one of the first 
Shows to make the Emsworth Show ‘Dementia Friendly’ 
by creating a ‘Quiet Corner’ for those who find the crowds 
too much. There has been some publicity about theatres 
and festivals charging carers of those with disabilities. We 
have always been clear that, though our entry prices at £5 
per adult are very low, we will continue to admit carers 
free if they can show proof on entry of their status as a 
carer. We want everyone to enjoy this wonderful August 
Bank Holiday event. 

We could not run the Show without help, and every 
year one or two members of the volunteers’ Committee 
retire. This year we are looking for someone to lead the 
super Grounds team who set up and break down the Show 
over the Bank Holiday weekend. We are also looking for 
someone who can format the posters, fliers and Show 
programme. Help with our website is still needed as well. 
We are trying to build up teams in all aspects of creating 
the Annual Show, so that no single person is overwhelmed 
by work. If you can help with these, or any other areas, do 
please ring Faith on 01243 372825.

We are most grateful for our sponsors from the 
Community. In 2019 the main sponsors were Jago 

Developments, Sanctuary Vets, Norse South-East and 
the Springfield Care Homes as well as many others who 
sponsored prizes in the Horticultural competitions. We 
would really like some help going round and collecting 
sponsorship bids, as well as prizes for our special raffle, 
profits to be shared again this year with the charity ‘Over 
the Wall’. The help from outside groups, like the Havant 
Air Cadets, the Chichester Boxing Club and the Sussex 
Brewery Cyclists Group, all help the Show family. Again, 
do telephone Faith if you can help visit sponsors, would 
like to offer sponsorship or are part of a community group 
who could take on some jobs. 

Your ideas are welcome to help us make our favourite 
community Show a great success. 

The monthly EHS talks are currently suspended as is the 
Distribution Hut at Washington Road allotments. Do check 
our websites for latest updates. 

https://emsworthshow.org.uk/ 
www.emsworthhorticulturalsociety.org.uk/

Updates 

Easy Peasy
Easy Peasy is the new annual WemsFest project aimed at encourag-
ing everyone, but in particular young people, to try and grow Garden 
Peas both for their own good and that of our resident wildlife. 7,500 
seeds are being produced and being made freely available, along 
with growing instructions, from various locations in the Emsworth-
Southbourne-Westbourne area. This follows last year’s successful 
‘SunFest’ which distributed nearly 30,000 Sunflower seeds.
Growers are encouraged to send photographs of their plants, and 
‘Pea Poems’ to www.wemsfest.com. £50 worth of vouchers to spend 
at Bookends, Emsworth await the successful entrants. Pictured are 
the project leaders Nikki Scott, and Carol Waldron, with 750 enve-
lopes containing 10 seeds in each.

Allotments
The Havant Borough Council (HBC) owned allotments in the borough 
remain open, although HBC reminds residents to follow social dis-
tancing advice.

Stansted Garden Show
This annual event has been postponed from June until 4 -6 September. 
www.thegardenshowonline.com/gardenshow_stansted/

The main marquee at the 2019 Emsworth Show

Project leaders Nikki Scott, and Carol Waldron, with 750 envelopes

Allotments remain open in the Havant Borough area

Weldrite Engineering 
Services

Station Garage
MOT Test Centre
Servicing & Repairs
Bosch Diagnostic 
Specialists

Credit cards accepted
Free local collection & delivery
Open 6 days a week from 8am

01243 375076
07747 844961 or 07762 01102

For a free initial consultation call  
0800 980 4136

Independent Financial Solutions is the trading name of DMJ Associates. 
DMJ Associates is an appointed representative of Adviser Business Solutions Ltd. 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Address: Unit 
2-2A The Old Flour Mill, Queen Street, Hampshire, PO10 7BT.

Looking after individuals, companies 
and trustees for over 30 years. Providing 

professional independent advice on:

Mortgages1

Pension Advice
Estate Planning2

Life Assurance
Equity Release3

Investment Advice
Risk Warnings
1. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.
2. The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Estate Planning.
3. This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised 
illustration.
It is important to note that the value of investments can fall as well as rise. You may not 
get back what you invest.

 

Physio-led Pilates 

Specialist Pilates classes for Osteoporosis and Osteopenia 
at Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club. 
on Mondays & Wednesdays 10-11am. 

Physio-led Pilates 
on Tuesday & Thursday mornings 
for those without bone health problems. 

Please contact: Melissa Robinson (Chartered Physiotherapist) 
melissa.robinson@astilbe.co.uk 
Or text to: 07977 466924 

Classes kept small (8 
per class) to ensure 
individual attention 

Do you have 
Osteoporosis? 
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Church

St Thomas à Becket 850
2020 marks the 850th anniversary of the death of St Thomas à Becket, 
after whom the church at Warblington is dedicated. Thomas à Becket 
(1119 – 1170) was Archbishop of Canterbury whose murder resulted 
in his canonisation. He fell out with Henry II who in 1170 commented, 
“Who will rid me of this turbulent priest?” Four knights took up the 
challenge and murdered Thomas in Canterbury Cathedral. In 1173 
Thomas was made a saint and Canterbury cathedral became an 
important focus for pilgrimage. 

This beautiful, ancient church lies at the end 
of Church Lane just half a mile south of the 
A259/A27 roundabout at the very western 
edge of Emsworth. The church was built in the 
tenth century and enlarged from 1290 -1340. 
The church served all of Emsworth until 1840 
when St James was built. In 1828 two watch-
men’s huts were built in the NW and SE cor-
ners of the churchyard to guard against body 
snatchers who seized recently buried bodies 
and sold them to medical schools. 

In order to commemorate the 850th anni-
versary of Thomas à Becket the church has 
embarked upon a fundraising campaign to 
convert the NW hut into a disabled access 
toilet and to refurbish the vestry. At present 
the church has no toilets on site although there 

is a toilet block at the adjacent Warblington 
cemetery. The project is estimated to cost 
around £100,000.

St Thomas à Becket comes under Rev 
Andrew Sheard who is Rector of Emsworth 
but many of the services, which followed the 
Book of Common Prayer (1662) were delivered 
by Rev Julie Price. The church attracted around 
35 -50 worshippers each week, many of who 
are in the older age group. The church also had 
visitors from a wide area who liked to attend 
the traditional Matins and Holy Communion 
services.

In addition to Sunday services the church 
had planned to host a number of concerts in 
2020. For more information: www.warbling-
tonwithemsworth.org

A fully illustrated leaflet about Becket 850 is 
available from the church together a recently 
updated Church Guide (2019) 

Running Free (£1) is the monthly magazine 
of the Parish of Warblington with Emsworth. 

The church is currently closed due to 
the Coronavirus emergency.

Spotlight on New Life 
Christian Church
New Life Christian Church (NLCC) 
is led by Pastor Matt Warren. He 
took over in 2018 from his father 
Stan Warren who was one of the 
original founders of NLCC.
Matt had previous worked for NLCC for 17 years 
as a youth worker. He trained at Moorlands 
Theological College, Bournemouth 
where he obtained a Master’s de-
gree in Theology. Matt is married 
and has four young children. In 
his spare time he plays music 
and writes Christian songs. He 
is also writing a book. 

 NLCC began as a house church 
(people meeting in each other’s 
homes) back in the 1970s. The church 
had a number of venues in Emsworth 
before some members clubbed together to 
buy the current site off Thorney Road. The 
church occupies a number of permanent and 
temporary buildings on a 20 acre site which 
includes large car parks and much green space. 
In addition to the main church hall there is a 
large temporary coffee shop, youth centre and 
play areas. The church has plans to build a new 
permanent hall. 

NLCC puts a lot of emphasis on working with 
young people and has a youth church 

(Sunday school) as well as Boys/Girls 
Brigade activities. In the summer the grounds 
host a summer camp for young people. 

NLCC has links with Bourne School, Tuppenny 
Barn and the military base at Thorney Island. 
NLCC sponsors over 200 poor children in 
Ghana through Compassion International. Last 
year NLCC successfully hosted the Emsworth 
Show and now has a long term partnership 

with Emsworth Horticultural 
Society (EHS). Plans for the 
2020 Emsworth Show, to be 

held on Bank Holiday Monday 31 
August 2020 are well advanced. 

NLCC offers easy access, unlimited 
parking and a huge amount of open space. 
NLCC has also hosted a number of other ex-
ternal events including a Women’s conference 
and a running event. 

NLCC is an evangelical church which has a 
large congregation of over 700, including 300 
young people. The congregation has grown 
27% over the last year. Over 1000 people a 
week visit the NLCC site. NLCC is fully inde-
pendent and is a member of the Evangelical 
Alliance which has 3,500 churches and 1.5 
million members in the UK. Other local evan-
gelical churches include: Southbourne Free 
Church; Revelation Church, Chichester; Bridge 
Church, Hayling and Portsdown Community 
Church, Havant. Many Baptist churches are 
also members of the Evangelical Alliance. 

The church is currently closed due to 
the Coronavirus emergency.

Promotion for local vicar
Rev Andrew Sheard, Rector of St James’ 
Emsworth and St Thomas a Becket, Warblington 
has been given the additional appointment of 
Joint Area Dean of Havant. 

Churches closed
Due to the Coronavirus emergency all of our 
local churches are closed. Please contact your 
local church for details of virtual services, etc.

Christopher Morrison and James Mant outside the 
Watchmans Hut in the grounds of the church 

EMSWORTH 
BUILDERS

ESTABLISHED 1977

We pride ourselves on our quality.  
All general building work.

EXTENSIONS
LOFT CONVERSIONS

DECORATING
You’ve tried the rest NOW deal with the best!

01243 371989
28 HIGH STREET,  

EMSWORTH

Best Restaurant Winner  
in the Havant Small 
Business Awards 2018

4.5 
rating on 

tripadvisor

7A HIGH STREET
EMSWORTH PO10 7AQ

Find out more at www.italladdsup.co.uk

Ring Chris Dyer-Smith, F.C.A.
on Emsworth 37703701243 576563
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Sports & Recreation

Emsworth 
Sailing Club 
Environmental 
Plan 
Words by Pegs Field, ESC Environmental Plan Co-ordinator

ESC launched its environmental 
plan on 7 March at the Sailing 
Club in Bath Road.

Chichester Harbour Conservancy and Friends 
of Chichester Harbour were also in attend-
ance. There were stands from RYA and Final 
Straw as well as a number of stalls selling en-
vironmentally friendly products. Local plastic 
campaign group ‘The Final Straw’ helped run 
a litter pick along the foreshore and in the 
dinghy park

The rationale for ESC to have its own envi-
ronmental plan is that the seas are polluted 
with plastics. Each year, over one hundred 
thousand sea mammals and a million sea-
birds die as a result of pollution. In addition 
the climate crisis not only causes flooding but 
changes ocean chemistry, making seas more 
acidic, with devastating consequences for 
marine life.

ESC has a proud heritage of sailing and 

water sports and to continue they need to pro-
tect the environment. Their caterer Ollie has 
replaced single use plastic cups with reusable 
ones. All hoses used to wash down boats now 
have pressure triggers to save water. There is 
a recycling bin in the wet bar and more arriving 
for the terrace. 

To move forward and keep improving, they 
have developed an ambitious Environmental 
plan for the club. This identifies opportunities 
to further reduce the club’s environmental 
footprint by: embedding the environment in 
our operations, making the clubhouse envi-
ronmentally friendly and working with others 
in the local community to create positive en-
vironment change.

In their 101st year ESC will need the help 
of every one of the club members to achieve 
our environmental goals. They hope by act-
ing together, future ESC members and their 
children and grandchildren, will be proud of 
the steps they made to protect our wonderful 
Chichester Harbour.

Old sailing films on 
the internet
Words by Mike Beel

Mike Beel had just completed digitising and 
adding sound and background music to three 
reels of old 16 mm tape on sailing during the 
early 1950s. He did it on behalf of Geoffrey 
Marsh of Marsh Plant Hire who of course start-
ed their business in Emsworth. It has been 
uploaded it to YouTube and within 24 hours it 
already has had over 650 viewings and he had 
numerous emails asking for more.

To view the films go to https://youtu.be/
GL3T_4dJlj8

Chichester Harbour Trail Run: Chidham
Words by Ken Laing

Puddles to put Peppa Pig into ecstasy, quag-
mires of mud, narrow stony paths, pebble 
beaches, stinging hailstones - welcome to 
the Chichester Harbour Trail Run, Chidham 
Style. Starting half-way down Thorney Island 
Road, the run winds its way through Prinsted 
to follow the Harbour Path to Chidham before 
cutting cross country back to Prinsted and 
where we started.

Rounding the first corner we were met 
with the road blocked by flooding. Wading 
through, we held our collective breaths as we 
passed the first landmark on this run adver-
tised as one of outstanding beauty - the local 
sewage works. Leaving the tarmac surface 
we wound our way round Prinsted Harbour 
and Chidham Peninsula via a mixture of nar-
row rocky puddle-strewn paths, muddy fields 
and stony beach. Nearing Chidham itself, the 

first of the Baskerville Hounds barged past, 
dragging its master (or mistress) on a long 
lead, like a scene from a Bertie Wooster nov-
el. Apparently dogs can enter the Canicross 
Event which runs in parallel, provided their 
owners accompany them.

At the time the main run was approaching 
Chidham, the shorter family run were expe-
riencing stinging localised hailstones which 
thankfully we managed to avoid. The 5km 
To Go sign gave a welcome boost and a lift 
of the stride. Only momentarily, however, as 
the right turn at the sign brought us directly 
into the teeth of Storm Jorge. Battling the 
gale turned out to be the least of our worries 
- finding a firm foothold was impossible - un-
less you were wearing something called trail 
shoes, the owners of which skipped by with 
smug smiles on their face.

Sapped of strength and unable to get Paul 
Simon’s ‘Slip Slidin’ Away’ out of my head, I 
didn’t even notice that the sun had begun to 
shine and blue skies were appearing. Prinsted 
Harbour swung into view, aching limbs nego-
tiated the rocky paths once more. Prinsted 
and its level road offered welcome respite, 
but only temporarily as the organisers had 
made sure there was one more muddy cut-
through to the finish. 

I dragged myself over the line, a spent force. 
While perusing the free goodies on offer, an 
elderly gentleman whispered in my ear ‘Here, 
you’d better have this’ and placed a medal over 
my head. Recovering remarkably quickly, I be-
gan to realise that despite the conditions we 
all had enjoyed ourselves. Three generations 
of my family had completed their runs. The or-
ganisers had positioned the winner’s podium 

near the finishing line and people took turns in 
taking pictures on it. Even the grandchildren’s 
dog nipped on to it - their trainer, after all. And 
we all had a magnificent and somewhat rare 
medal - one dated 29 February.

Will we be back next year - you bet. And 
hopefully better able to admire this run of 
truly outstanding local natural beauty.

Get Up and Go 
programme postponed 
until further notice
Havant Borough Council’s ‘Get Up and Go’ 
programme has been postponed until fur-
ther notice due to the current Coronavirus 
(Covid-19) epidemic. The main priority is to 
ensure the health and wellbeing of all partic-
ipants, instructors and the public during this 
time. Updates regarding classes and activities 
will be shared with the participants and can 
also be found on the Get Up and Go Facebook 
page and website. Where possible, resources 
will be shared to help you keep active while at 
home, which is vitally important at this time.

To keep updated with all the latest news 
regarding Get Up and Go, please visit: www.
facebook.com/GetUpAndGoHavant or www.
getupandgohavant.com/

For the latest information about changes to 
services from Havant Borough Council result-
ing from the Coronavirus (Covid-19) epidemic 
please visit: www.havant.gov.uk/coronavirus

Clockwise from the top: beach clean with ‘Nellie’ the fish; 
Jane Scott, Commodore; children beach cleaning; Bianca 
Carr, The Final Straw with Thomas Jubb; Eco-stall
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Heritage

Back & neck problems
Sports injuries

Rehab after falls
Home visits

Acupuncture
Pilates

Call: Karen Laurie
01243 375150
079412 13488

www.emsworthphysio.co.uk

Professional, effective,  
hands-on treatment

The history of The Ems 
(part 2) 
Words by David Harris

A major change came in 2012 under a new editor/designer, when it 
became a full colour, bi-monthly, tabloid newspaper, initially with 
16 pages but growing to 24 pages by 2013. The Ems was no longer a 
newsletter but a general interest newspaper with many features as 
well as news about the ERA and development issues.

In November 2014 there was another change of editor and 
it reverted back to being quarterly. The Ems then began its 
current association with printers, Johnson Press (now JPI 
Media) and Ali Beckett Design. The November 2014 edition 
was also the first time that the present editor contributed 
to The Ems with a number of business related articles. By 
2015 the Ems had expanded to 32 pages. In June 2018 I was 
honoured to be asked by the ERA to become the editor. 

We are living in an era where the local press is in decline. 
Over the last few years we have seen the closure of Ems 

Valley Gazette (Johnson Press) which 
ceased publication in September 
2015 and now appears as a half page 
article in the Chichester Observer. 
Shorelines was a locally run paper 
which ran for 19 editions between 2014 and 2016. Last 
summer saw the closure of the monthly Hayling Islander (JPI) but a new 
paper Hayling Herald has been launched. 

The Portsmouth News and the Chichester Observer, which are part 
of JPI Media (formerly Johnson Press) were put up for sale last year, 
along with the rest of the JPI group, which consists of around 170 local 
newspapers.

Here at The Ems we have a robust, volunteer led business model 
which not only covers printing and design costs but produces a surplus 

which is remitted back to the community in the form of Community Chest grants.

From the Archives
30 years ago – The Ems April 1990
• Road noise from the recently opened A27 

was an issue of concern. Re-surfacing was 
seen as a possible solution. (Resurfacing 
and sound screens went some way to 
reduce the problem)

• The ERA AGM reported that topics of 
concern that had been discussed includ-
ed: future of the gas holder, pavement 
repairs, taxis and the provision of a new 
library. (The Gas Holder was eventually 
demolished in 2016. The new library, now 
under threat of closure, opened in 1997)

• An HCC Community worker had carried 
out a local survey into youth provision. 
Her findings were that there was nothing 
for them to do and nowhere to go. She 
recommended the provision of an infor-
mal meeting space for young people. (This 
seems to be a recurring issue – see P 11) 

• The ERA discussed setting up a small 
group to look at the issue of the closure 
of a number of small shops. (This seems to 
have been a temporary issue as occupan-
cy rates for Emsworth Town centre were 
to remain high)

News from Emsworth Maritime and 
Historical Trust (Emsworth Museum)
 Words by Dorothy Bone

As a result of the directive from the 
Government and its advisors the Emsworth 
Museum has remained closed. It was due 
to open on 4 April 2020.We are very sad 
that this has become necessary because we 
have worked hard over the winter to update 
and improve the displays in the Main Room 
and we were looking forward to showing 
them to local residents as well as visitors to 
Emsworth. Some of the items have not been 
on view previously and show a new aspect of 
Emsworth’s history. In addition the displays 
by local groups planned for the David Rudkin 
Room have been postponed. At the moment we don’t know how long this closure will last but 
as soon as we can re-open the door and invite you in we are ready to do so.

The website www.emsworthmuseum.org.uk will be updated from time to time. 

If you have any questions about this please email  
info@emsworthmuseum.org.uk or telephone 01243 378091.

Free French Officers jacket with medals on display at the 
Museum (currently closed)

Gas holder being demolished in 2016

Please support your local businesses. 
Residents can order food and drink direct 
from:
Emsworth Deli 01243 389181
Starr Butchers 01243 372058
Treagust Butchers 01243 372484
Tiers Greengrocers 01243 372447
PDN Wines 01243 377883
Vin Wines 01243 698838
Newspapers delivered by Loretta Café  
Tel 07524 427094 
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Arts & Entertainment

Updates
Words by Nicola Hammond, Arts Correspondent. Email: arts.theems@gmail.com

Emsworth music events 
cancelled until further notice
In line with government advice to minimise 
social contact during the Coronavirus out-
break, local promoters of music events have 
cancelled publicised performances for the 
foreseeable future. 
We are so lucky in Emsworth to have such a 
variety of top class musicians brought to us by 
Wemsfest, Emsworth Music Club and Harbour 
Records (Square Roots Promotions), all of 
which are not-for-profit ventures. If you have 
tickets for cancelled events, in most cases they 
can be transferred to a re-scheduled date (If 
that can be arranged with the performers). 
Please check with the organisers before re-
questing a refund. 
Our bands and choirs such as Emsworth 
Concert Band and Village Voices have also can-
celled planned concerts and practice sessions. 
Again, check with them if any tickets you hold 
can be transferred to a new date.

Wemsfest
Wemsfest’s Artistic Director Mark Ringwood 
said “We are a minnow in an enormous world-
wide large lake but it’s absolutely vital that we 
play our part in keeping audiences and artists 
as safe as possible. Working with agents, man-
agers, and venues we’ve already re-scheduled 
concerts by Aly Bain & Phil Cunningham, and 
Fairport Convention, and are actively working 
on the other artistes we have booked. We’re 
really pleased to confirm Fairport Convention 
will now appear on Saturday 19 September 
and tickets sold for the June concert will be 
valid for the new date.
The spirit of co-operation has been fantastic, 
and the understanding shown by ticket-hold-
ers, venues, technical operatives, hoteliers 
where artistes are staying, and ticket-sale 
outlets has been greatly appreciated. It’s an 
unexpected test for any organisation.”
There’s good cheer though! The 5th Emsworth 

Beer, Cider & Wine Festival is still scheduled 
to go ahead on 25-27 September at Emsworth 
Community Centre.
For up to date information on all the above 
please check the organiser’s website, Facebook 
page or call in to Bookends, Emsworth, who 
sell tickets for many of the events. www.
wemsfest.org.uk

REVIEW

Steve Knightley
Wedgewood Rooms, Southsea, 8 March
Steve Knightley is well known in the folk and festivals circuit as one 
half of the Show of Hands duo (with his mate Phil Beer). Judging 
by the rapt audience at the Wedgewood Rooms he has a loyal 
following for his solo performances too.

Steve has been a prolific songwriter during his career and 
his tour is entitled ‘Pass Notes - The Stories Behind the 
Songs’. He gave us just that, exploring the themes and sto-
ries that inspired him and showing how music and words 
can become lyrics and chords.

Based in Devon, many of his songs are observations on 
the realities of West Country Life and his style is conversa-
tional. Themes ranged from ‘Are We Alright’ (written in the 
early days of getting to know his wife – 20 years later and 
with 3 kids they are) to Yeovil town, a country style ballad 
about a raucous night at a chip shop. His resonant voice 
lends itself to ballads, folk and rock style lyrics.

Steve is an accomplished raconteur and obviously enjoys the intimacy of smaller venues. 
With a myriad of string instruments lined up he filled the stage with his presence.

He is due back at the Wedgewood Rooms in June with Show of Hands for a special 4-piece 
pre-festival warm up show, but sadly due to the coronavirus outbreak this is unlikely to 
happen. When the world gets back to normal, top of your list should be getting tickets for one 
of his performances. Keep an eye on Square Roots Promotions’ (Ken Brown from Harbour 
Records) Facebook page and website for news.

When the world 
gets back to 
normal, top of 
your list should 
be getting tickets 
for one of his 
performances.

‘There’s good cheer 
though! The 5th 
Emsworth Beer, Cider 
& Wine Festival is still 
scheduled to go ahead 
on 25-27 September at 
Emsworth Community 
Centre’ - Mark Ringwood

Fairport Convention are re-booked for  
Saturday 19 September
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Dr Nita Gupta BDS, MDS, FDSRCS Oral Surgeon
Dr Lisa Pearce BDS (Bristol) Dentist

• Dental Implants
• General Dentistry

• Oral Surgery
• Smile Design  

6 months

• Dental Hygiene
• White Fillings & 

Tooth Whitening

01243 372643
www.thenorthstreetclinic.co.uk

Discover your smile!

into your home

Bring some

T: 02392 466007
E: enquiries@aqua-ltd.co.uk
www.aqua-ltd.co.uk

Visit our showroom: 
18 Elm Grove, Hayling Island, Hampshire, PO11 9EF

If your dark, old bathroom is dragging you 
down, then change it for one that will leave you 
feeling fresh, clean and bright as a summer’s day.

Whatever your budget and ideas, our talented 
team will create and install a beautiful bathroom 

that will make you smile for years to come.

Call us today.

Other Venues and Events 
Affected
The Spring, Havant
The Spring will be closed for all activity for the 
foreseeable future.
We will be cancelling all events and closing the 
building. This will help us manage the cancella-
tions effectively and means we will be able to 
re-open quickly when possible.
We will be in touch to arrange refunds or 
exchanges for all ticket holders. As you can 
imagine we have a lot of people to contact. 
Please bear with us while we do so. It would 
be very helpful if you are able to wait until 
we contact you.. If cancellations need to be 
made these will be processed then. Although 
we will honour requests for cancellations for 
any event within the next 12 weeks it would be 
an enormous help to us if you could wait until 
one week before your event so we can man-
age this situation effectively. If you would like 
to support us at this challenging time please 
consider donating your ticket refund to us as 
a donation. In return we will give anyone who 
does so a free membership of The Spring for 
one year. 
This will be a very difficult time for our organ-
isation. Like many other theatres and muse-
ums, our Business Interruption Insurance does 
not cover us for this eventuality. As a charity 

we do not have the reserves to sustain a long 
closure and although we intend to pay our 
staff during closure everyone will is facing 
significant pay cuts. We are doing our best to 
support our staff, the wider industry and our 
community. 
We are so sorry not to be able to remain open 
at a time we know will be difficult for every-
one. Please stay safe and we look forward to 
seeing you again as soon as we can. www.
thespring.co.uk

Havant Music Festival
The 4th Havant Music Festival due to start 
on 23 April has been postponed until 8 -18 
October, COVID-19 permitting, with nearly 
all the concerts happening on the equivalent 
day as planned for April. The main exception 
affecting Emsworth is that the harp recital 
to be given by Emsworth’s very own inter-
national harpist, Elizabeth-Jane Baldry, will 
now take place as part of the Becket 850 com-
memorations in St Thomas a Becket Church, 
Warblington, at 3.00 pm on Sunday October 
18th. Sadly, Village Voices, who would have 
been scheduled for that evening, will not 
have had time for proper rehearsals by next 
October. The revised timetable will be on our 
website, and refunds of tickets (or held over 
for the same concert in October) can be ar-
ranged. We really hope that wonderful music 
to lift everyones’ hearts will be able to take 

place then. If not we will try and run the same 
programme from 22 April to 2 May 2021. www.
havantmusicfestival.org.uk/

Emsworth Community Centre 
The Emsworth Community centre remains 
closed. All scheduled events have been can-
celled including:
• Films
• Emsworth Horticultural Society Talks 
• Emsworth Museum Talks 

• Science Discovery Group Talks 
• Table Tennis for young people

Emsworth Community Association  
(registered charity 269793 and 1181509)
Emsworth Community Centre
North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD
EmsworthCommunityCentre.org.uk  
01243 373805 
info@emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk

Events at The Spring are cancelled for the foreseeable 
future. Refunds and exchanges will be offered to all 
ticket holders

Harpist, Elizabeth-
Jane Baldry will now 
play for the Becket 850 
commemorations in 
October
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Defibrillators

Defibrillators in Emsworth
Words by Jim Strudwick 

Emsworth now has an extensive provision of Automatic External 
Defibrillators (AED) (see map below) Many people are aware of 
these life saving devices but are unsure of how to use them. An AED 
is used to attempt to correct an abnormal heart rhythm, which can 
arise from Arterial blockages in the vessels that supply the heart 
with oxygen, valve failure, violent exercise shock or infections. 

The heart supplies blood to all the 
organs, muscles and the brain. If the 
heart is not functioning correctly, 
brain damage/death can occur is 
a little as five minutes, therefore 
a victim can only be saved by 
immediate action of those nearest. 
The AED is useful Ventricular 
Fibrillation (chaotic heart beat), 
Ventricular Tachycardia (fast 
heartbeat) and Bradycardia (slow 
heartbeat)

What it will not do is restart the 
heart when it has stopped beating 
completely. 

The first thing anyone at the scene 
can do is to start Cardio Pulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) immediately. 

This is performed by crossing the 
palms of both hands and vigorously 
compressing the area of the 
sternum 15 times, then with head 
back and nose pinched, blowing 
into the patient’s mouth twice then 
restarting compressions, the latter 
being the most important aspect.

Meanwhile send someone else to 
fetch the Defibrillator. 

Ring 999 on your mobile phone ask 
for Ambulance. 

Explain the situation and ask 
for the code for the cabinet. 
It will have a site code on the 
door. You will be given a four 
figure code to tap onto the 
keyboard, which will open it. 

Remove the AED and run to 
the patient. 

The operation is simple and 
nothing to be afraid of. It will 
tell you what to do. 

Attach the two pads and if it 
says “Defibrillate” press the 
button and all stand clear. 
If there is no heartbeat it 
will say “do not shock”. 
Wait for the ambulance, 
your job is done.

1

5

4

2

63

AED

Give 30 chest compressions

Give two rescue breaths

Steps to CPR

Less than 1 in 10 people  
in the UK survive an  
out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrest. And every delay 
reduces a person’s  
chance of survival.

A cardiac arrest is the 
ultimate medical  
emergency. Follow these 
steps to save a life.

CPR12/1117© British Heart Foundation 2018, registered charity in England and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426)

To learn life saving  
CPR visit bhf.org.uk/cpr

CALL  
PUSH  
RESCUE

Check for breathing
Irregular breathing or gasping is not normal

Shake and shout
Check if the area is safe, if the person  
is responsive and shout for help

Repeat until the emergency  
services take over

Call 999 and send someone for a defibrillator  
Continue CPR and follow the defibrillator’s instructions

Call 
999

Start
CPR

Switch on
defibrillator

Follow its
instructions

Defibrillator
Heart Restarter

For an unconscious person
NOT breathing normally

Anyone can use it
No training necessary

 

Happy, Healthy Feet  
@ Hewitt’s!

Peter Adams DiP. FH MCFHP / MAFHP
Emsworth based with 25 years experience

A fabulous nail filing and cutting 
service to keep your feet in  

tip-top condition

Tel: 07505 406 261
Every 

Monday from 
10:30am
£18 per 
session, 

other 
services  
from £28

Specialist 
in 

diabetic 
foot 

health

KR JENKINS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Landscaping
• Fencing
• Decking
• Decorating

• Re-pointing
• Roof Repairs
• Drainage
• Brickwork

Supply and Fix or Labour Only

FREE ESTIMATE
023 9247 4271
28 years’ experience

Insured
Licensed carrier

KR
JENKINS

R.C. Decorators

01243 372337
07771 628188

Domestic & Commercial • All work guaranteed
Established 28 Years

Repair Care International  
Special Contractor

Wallpapering • Painting
Decorating (internal & external)

General Maintenance
Restoration

Lloyds Tree SurgeryLloyds Tree Surgery
Your local tree experts

All aspects of tree 
surgery and hedge cutting 

undertaken
Call Lloyd today for 

a free quote
07711 653401 
01243 389168

Council Approved | Fully Insured | NPTC qualified

info@lloydstreesurgery.com
www.lloydstreesurgery.com

Location of defibrillators in Emsworth
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The future of Emsworth library:  
Special meeting Mon 11 February 2020
Over 150 people crowded into Emsworth Baptist Church to attend a 
special meeting about the future of Emsworth Library. Nicola Horsey, 
Assistant Director, Community and Regulatory Services, Hampshire 
County Council (HCC) stated boldly that, “austerity is not over” and 
that £1.76 million of cuts needed to be made to Library services. This 
could result in the closing of up to 10 libraries (including Emsworth).

Residents were urged to complete the on-line 
consultation about the future of libraries. 
Over 21,000 residents, including 1,011 from 
Emsworth completed the questionnaire. On 
Friday 14 February there was a drop-in consul-
tation event at Emsworth Community Centre 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. The consultation exercise 
ended on 18 March. The results of the county 
wide consultation will not be published until 
June. 

Emsworth library is well used but expensive 
to run due to annual rent, utilities and Council 
Tax costs of £40,000. Cllr Ray Bolton (HCC) 
stated that he will strive to maintain a library 
in Emsworth at a different location. Emsworth 
Community Centre was touted as a possible al-
ternative venue but Jill Millar, an ECA trustee 
stated that they would only support a move 
to the Community Centre if the library was 
staffed and resourced by HCC. Other venues 

including churches had been approached 
but lacked the space for a permanent library 
facility.

There were numerous questions from 
parents, grandparents, community group 
representatives and other residents who all 
stressed the importance of having a local 
library.

What is happening about 
the proposed closure of 
Emsworth Library?
Emsworth library is under threat 
of closure. A consultation exercise 
has been undertaken by Hampshire 
County Council (HCC) which ended 
on 18 March. Behind the scenes local 
politicians and community organi-
sations have been working to try to 
save the library. 

Alan Mak MP (for 
Havant) 
“I want Emsworth Library to stay 
open, and I will be working with local 
councillors and the community to persuade 
Hampshire County Council to keep the 
Library even if it moves to a new location 
with cheaper rent. Libraries are about more 
than books – they are an important commu-
nity hub. My meeting with Cllr Woodward 
was very constructive and I am pleased 
that Hampshire County Council is open to 
new solutions to provide library services in 
Emsworth.”
www.AlanMak.org.uk/EmsworthLibrary

HBC Councillor Lulu 
Bowerman
“Emsworth councillors share residents’ 
concern and disappointment about the 
potential closure of our Library which is 
such an important facility for so many in our 
community. We will continue working with 
the local community groups, Ray Bolton our 

county councillor and Alan Mak MP 
to explore all options to maintain 
a County Council run library in our 
town.”

Could the Library 
move to Emsworth 
Community Centre?
One option which is being seriously 
considered is to relocate the library 
to some under-utilised spaces at 
Emsworth Community Centre. The 
IT suite and lounge area have been 

identified as a possible location. Emsworth 
Community Association will only sanction 
such a move if the library is staffed by 
professional HCC librarians, assisted by vol-
unteers. The ECA is looking at offering their 
space to HCC in return for a nominal payment 
to cover heat, light and other services. The 
existing lease on the currently library in 
Nile Street is believed to expire in 2021. The 
timetable for the analysis of the Library 
Consultation responses, leading to recom-
mended changes to the Library Services, for 
the HCC Executive Member for Culture and 
Communities to make  his decisions on was 
due to be on 4 June. It is looking like coro-
navirus will cause a postponement of this 
original timetable, with a new decision date 
having to be confirmed (Cllr Ray Bolton HCC). 
The Ems will report in full in the Summer 
edition.

Hampshire libraries 
Hampshire Library Service is encouraging res-
idents of all ages, where possible, to access its 
digital E-book borrowing and other services, 
as all libraries closed from 21 March until 
further notice due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. We are encouraging customers to take 
advantage of the great variety of free recrea-
tion and learning resources available such as 
e-newspapers and e-magazines. We are also 
releasing more titles on Borrowbox – the free 

app which has hundreds of audiobooks and 
e-books for children and adults. In addition, 
our Hampshire Libraries Facebook site has lots 
to explore, including Online Rhymetime and a 
Digital Reading Group. Fees for items which 
are overdue are frozen. Existing and new cus-
tomers can find out how to access eBooks and 
other free digital content at: www.hants.gov.
uk/librariesandarchives 

West Sussex libraries
All 36 West Sussex libraries have been closed 
since Tuesday 17 March, following the latest 
Government advice in relation to COVID-19. 
Some of the areas we have been working on 
include:
• Getting the word out there about our 

fantastic eLibrary service, which includes 
free access to 1000s of eMagazines and 
eNewspapers, as well as a number of qual-
ity online reference resources.

• Expanding our collection of eBooks and 
eAudiobooks by adding new titles to the 
10,000+ already available.

• Promoting the option to join the library 
online so that more residents are able to 
access all the resources in our eLibrary. 
We’ve been really pleased to welcome an 
influx of new members over the last few 
days.

• Developing a virtual hub of relevant in-
formation, library-related content and 
support, which we hope to be able to share 
with you soon.

•  Looking into the possibility of delivering 
virtual versions of some of our regular 
events and activities.

•  Continuing to utilise our social media plat-
forms (Facebook and Twitter) to share con-
tent and information that we think might 
be useful to you.

We are grateful for your patience while we 
modify our library system to renew all custom-
er loans and we have now suspended all over-
due email notifications. Even if your loans still 
show their original due dates on our website or 
app, you can be assured that no one will incur 
charges or fines during this closure period. 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/libraries/

‘Libraries 
are about 

more than 
books – 

they are an 
important 

community 
hub.’ 

Alan Mak

Clockwise from above: Theo Scofield (ERA) opens the 
meeting; Nicola Horsey; Charles Ashe (ERA)
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Readers Articles

Morning out with Dogs  
Part 7 
Words and pictures by Lesley Mervyn. Additional photography by David Harris

Amidst what seemed like endless wet days, we planned a mud-free 
road walk in a favourite area: Bosham. Two ladies and two dogs 
set off from the car park to the harbour where the tide was high; 
a bonus. It was pleasant to be walking/scampering along the sea 
wall to the left before turning inland before the Old School House 
for a visit to Bosham Burial Ground. Dogs are allowed off the lead 
and this is a great place for scents and sniffs of all kinds – previous 
dogs, primroses today and on one occasion – joy of joy – a discarded 
chicken carcass. 

A week earlier the snowdrops would have 
been at their best, and we were slightly too 
early for daffodils, but no matter. Then it was 
back to Quay Meadow, a touch breezy today 
so a hasty return to Bosham Church – alas 
dogs not allowed here. This church dates back 
to Saxon times, the Tower being one of the 
oldest parts and built in four stages: the first 
three are Saxon (late to middle 11th century) 
and the fourth is Norman (late 11th century). 
These stages are easily seen from the outside. 
The interior is surprisingly spacious. Of spe-
cial interest is a copy of the Bayeux Tapestry 

showing Harold, Earl of Wessex and later 
king, riding to Bosham where he had a home, 
and entering the church before embarking on 
his ill-fated trip to Normandy in 1064. King 
Canute’s daughter is said to have drowned 
at Bosham and was then buried within the 
church – there is a memorial to the right of 
the chancel arch. The church boasts no fewer 
than six bells, the oldest dating back to 1572.

Feeling the need of a caffeine fix, we soon 
discover that the newly named Shoreside 
Café, previously a favourite with its view 
of the harbour and being dog-friendly, has 

currently undergone refurbishment and 
under new management. “Pop In” was also 
closed as it was a Tuesday. This charming 
little café, where dogs are welcomed, is not 
open on Monday and Tuesday in winter. So 
we sit outside Bosham Craft Centre in a 
modicum of sunshine, happily people and 
dog-watching. On another occasion we might 
walk right round the harbour, or explore the 
attractive roads at the back of the Millstream 
Hotel. There is always so much of interest in 
this little gem of a place.

Editor: This article was written before the 
Coronavirus pandemic. At the time of going 
to press all cafes in Bosham are closed. It is 
still a very pleasant walk and you can bring 
your own food and drinks. If you are going 
by car please park in the main car park which 
also has public toilets. Don’t park on the fore-
shore as the road floods at high tide. Bosham 
can also be reached by public transport. Take 
the 700 bus from Emsworth and alight at the 
Broadbridge Roundabout. It is then a one 

mile walk down to the village. Bosham also 
has a station on the mainline from Emsworth 
to Chichester. The station is 300 yds north 
of the A27. 

Postscript 
to January’s 
Article
When Lupo wrote an ar-
ticle for the Winter edition 
of the Ems, about how he and 
his friend Charlie had decided to become 
Eco dogs for 2020, little did he know that 
in the Coronavirus pandemic this would 
be thrust upon them. He worried about 
carbon pawprints, but Covid-19 has sin-
glehandedly dealt with that problem for 
all of us in an instant. He and his fellow 
canines are not so good at social distanc-
ing though, however well their owners are 
complying with it!

Ch
ar

lie
 and Lupo

Don’t park on the 
foreshore it floods 
at high tide!
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A Short Guide to St Nicholas Church, West Thorney Island  
by Cathy Rudkin and Jennifer Bishop.  
Emsworth History Booklet No 100. £6. 

Available from Emsworth Bookshop, 
Emsworth Museum or by post from Ralph 
Cousins, Tel 023 9248 4024. A free copy can 
be downloaded from: www.thespring.co.uk/
heritage/local-history-booklets

This short (72 pp.) book is in three parts. The 
first is an architectural guide to the ancient 
church of St Nicholas. An abbey may have 
existed here back in 683 AD but the earliest 
written record of the church is from 1266. 
Although the church was restored in the nine-
teenth century it has many original features 
including mass dials on the walls (a type of 
sundial), a Norman font and wooden rood 
screen. 

The next part of the book gives full bio-
graphical details of the five Thorney men 
who died in the First World War whose 
names are commemorated in the church. 

This is followed by biographical details of the 
28 British, 2 Australian, 19 Canadian, 2 New 
Zealanders and 21 Germans whose graves lie 
on the north side of the church. 

The final part of the book is a brief five page 
history of Thorney which was an island until 
the nineteenth century when a causeway was 
built. A small village existed until 1938 when 
the whole island was requisitioned, all build-
ings apart from the church demolished and 
a military airfield built. The RAF withdrew in 
1976 and were replaced in 1984 by the Royal 
Artillery who still have a large presence on 
the island.

Interested in Planning?
The Emsworth Residents’ Association (ERA) is looking for volunteers to 
advise them on planning applications in Emsworth and send comments 
to Havant Borough Council. Applications will range from small house 
extensions to major residential development.

No previous experience is required, but an interest in planning and a 
desire to protect our beautiful town are essential.

Reasonable expenses will be paid for travel and printing of plans and 
documents.  

This is a time of great change for Emsworth with the preparation of a new 
Local Plan for Havant Borough and a new neighbourhood development 
plan for Emsworth. Join us and help shape the future of the town. 

Committee members are required to attend monthly meetings which are 
held on Monday evenings.

If you are interested in this role contact: Theo Schofield, Chair, ERA 
Email: theoschofield@icloud.com

Volunteer deliverers of  
The Ems wanted

Could you spare a couple of hours 
once a quarter to hand deliver The 

Ems to local residents?

The newspapers will be delivered 
to your home address every three 

months for you to hand deliver to a 
named street or streets. 

This is a volunteer position. 

If you are interested in joining 
our team of over 100 volunteer 

distributors please contact:  
Gavin Millar Tel: 01243 377071 or 
email: jandgmil@btinternet.com

Book Review
 

A Short Guide to St Nicholas Church,  West Thorney Island, and the War Graves.  A Short History of Thorney Island   

  
The St Nicholas Church, West Thorney 

 
 

Cathy Rudkin and Jennifer Bishop 
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Thorney which 
was an island until 
the nineteenth 
century when a 
causeway was built
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Volunteer Positions
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Community  Community  
ContactsContacts

Arts and Crafts Groups
Bench Theatre: Club nights first & third 
Thursday of month at The Spring, East 
Street, Havant. Contact: Janice Halsey Email: 
secretary@benchtheatre.org.uk

Bourne Quilters: 7.15 p.m. first Monday 
of each month, Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact: Averil Menzies 01243 
375506.

Emsworth Art Group: Meets 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, Emsworth Community Centre, 
North Street. Contact: Anne Elgood 01243 
377228.

Emsworth Beading Group. Meets 2 p.m. -4 
p.m. 2nd Saturday of each month at Hewitts 
Centre, South Street. Email: shirley@shirley-
mundy.co.uk or tel: 02392 825481

Emsworth Concert Band. Meets Thursday 
7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. St James Church Hall, 
Church Path. Contact: guyandjo@btinternet.com

Emsworth Flower Club: Meets 2 p.m. fourth 
Friday of month. St James’ Church Hall, 
Church Path, Emsworth. Contact: Contact: 
Vanessa Davies, Secretary 02392 789282.

Emsworth Meridian Singers: Main choir 
meets alternative Wednesday and Friday 7 
p.m. -9 p.m. at Emsworth Community Centre, 
North Street. Contact: Louise Russell 07985 
606670.

Emsworth Morning WI: Meets 9.45 a.m. sec-
ond Friday of month, Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street. Contact: Kate Randall 
01243 373637. New members welcome.

Emsworth Players. New Drama group. 
Contact: Jim Strudwick 01243 272543. Email: 
jim.strudwick@yahoo.co.uk

Emsworth Watercolours Group: Meets 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. Mondays & Thursdays. Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: 
David Moignard 02392 267498.

Havant Light Opera: Meets 7.30 p.m. most 
Mondays at The Spring Arts & Heritage 
Centre, East Street, Havant. Contact: John 
Butt 02392 412262 www.havantlightopera.co.uk

Hole in the Wall Group – Emsworth’s 
Community pottery: Located behind 
Emsworth Community Centre. Contact Clive 
Yeomans 01243 375860

Institches. Emsworth’s first Stitch ‘n’ 
Bitch group. Knit, Crochet, Stitch. Drop in, 
it’s free. We are about laughter, fun and 
friendship. Venue: Hewitts, South Street, 
Emsworth. Meets Friday 10 a.m. -12 noon. 
Contact Judy Williams 07906 214963. Email 
Judywilliams9@googlemail.com

Monday Art Workshop. Meets every Monday 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. Community Centre, North 
Street, Emsworth. Open to all with an inter-
est in painting. Please bring own materials. 
Contact: Edgar Baileff 01243 376674

Renaissance Choir: meets 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm 
Friday at Emsworth Community Centre. See: 
www.renaissancechoir.org.uk

Solent Male Voice Choir. Meets every 
Tuesday at 7.30 p.m. in The Pallant Centre 
(formerly St Faith’s Church Hall), Havant. 
Membership open to all men over 18 years 
of age. No musical ability required, just 
enthusiasm. Contact Dave McVittie dmcv@
solentmalevoicechoir.org Web site: www.
solentmalevoicechoir.org

Children’s and Youth Groups
Babies, Biscuits and Banter: Suitable for ba-
bies and young toddlers. Tuesdays, 9.30 a.m.-
11 a.m. in St James’ Church office. Contact: 
01243 372428.

Boys’ Brigade: Meets at New Life Christian 
Church, Thorney Road, Emsworth PO10 8BN. 
6 p.m. -7.15 p.m Mondays in term time, for 
boys aged 5-11 yrs. Contact: The captain 0776 
690 0428, Church Office 01243 373566 or 
email boysbrigade@nlccuk.org.

Girls’ Brigade (1st): Tuesdays 5.45 - 7.15 p.m. 
for ages 4-10 yrs and 7.00 p.m. -8.30 p.m. 
for ages 10-18 yrs, Emsworth Baptist Church 
Hall, North Street. Contact: Eleanor Day 0776 
250 2380

Girls’ Brigade (3rd): Meets at New Life 
Christian Church, Thorney Road, Emsworth 
PO10 8BN. 6 p.m. – 7.15 p.m. Monday in term 
time, for girls aged 5-11 yrs. Contact: the 
Captain 0790 603 4252, Church Office 01243 
373566 or email girlsbrigade@nlccuk.org.

Girl Guiding UK: Rainbows (ages 5-10 yrs), 
Brownies (ages 7-10 yrs), Guides (ages 10-15 
yrs), senior (15+). See website: www.girlguid-
inghantseast.org.uk

Melana: Dance classes for young people up to 
20 years, pre-school ‘music and movement’ 
classes and adult tap dancing at Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: 
Louisa Chandler 07717 327200.

Mumbaba: Music classes for babies and 
toddlers 10 a.m. on Wednesdays (during 
term time) Emsworth Sports and Social 
Club. 43 Havant Road, Emsworth. Admission 
£4.50 per family. Contact: Hester Allen 
07891310380 hester@mumbaba.co.uk

Parents & Toddlers Group: Tuesdays, 9.30 
a.m. -11.30 a.m. (term time only), New Life 
Christian Church, Thorney Road, Emsworth, 
PO10 8BN. 01243 373566 or email toddlers@
nlccuk.org. 

Peek a Boo Moves: Dance sessions for 1-3 
year olds (Friday, 10.15 a.m.-11.15 a.m), 
£4 drop-in, £3.50 pre-book, at Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: Jo 
Cone 07947 374222.

Scouts: Livingstone Cub Pack, Beaver 
Section, Drake Cub Pack, Explorers, Scout 
Troop, all meet at the Scout Hut, Conigar 
Road. Email: membership@emsworth-
scouts.org.uk

Topspin Table Tennis: for 9-18 year olds with 
coaching and development at Emsworth 
Community Centre on Tuesday evenings 
during term-time, from 6 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. 
Just turn-up and play. £2 a session. 01243 
373805.

Churches and Religious Groups
Baptist Church: North Street, Emsworth. 
Contact: 01243 375606

Methodist Church/Pastoral Centre: The 
Square, Emsworth. Contact: 01243 373773

New Life Christian Church: Thorney Road, 
Emsworth, PO10 8BN. Main contact: 01243 
373566. Meetings for Senior Citizens 2.30 
p.m. - 4 p.m. first Wednesday of month. 
Contact and help with transport: 01243 
371647.

St James’ Church (CofE): The Rectory, Church 
Path. Contact: 01243 372428

St Thomas’ Church (Roman Catholic): 24 New 
Brighton Road. Contact: 02392 484520

St Thomas a Becket (CofE): Church Lane, 
Warblington. Contact: 01243 372428

Waterside United Reformed Church: Bath 
Road, Emsworth. Contact: 01243 375557

Westbourne Bell-Ringers, Westbourne 
Church, Westbourne Road, Westbourne. 
Practice Mon 7-9pm. Service ringing on 
Sundays. Contact Tower Captain Peter 
Wilkinson, Email: Westbourne@SCACR.org 
or Jason Crouch 07802 474899

Community Organisations
Community First: Services such as Call & 
Go bookable buses, older people’s activities 
and mobility scooter hire. Contact 0300 500 
8085, admin@cfirst.org.uk.

Ems Valley Community Transport: A vol-
untary body that arranges transport to 

hospitals, GP surgeries, dentists and occa-
sionally shopping. To volunteer as a driver; 
Contact: 01243 371903 or email: evctsec@
gmail.com

Emsworth Business Association: Contact: 
Brendan Gibb-Gray. Email Brendan.
gibbgray@talktalk.net or Lulu Bowerman 
(acting chair) Email lulu.bowerman@havant.
gov.uk

Emsworth Community Association: 
Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact: 01243 373805 10 
a.m. -12 noon, Mon-Fri. Email Info@
EmsworthCommunityCentre.org.uk

Emsworth Community Land Trust. Creating 
affordable homes and community spaces. 
New members and volunteers welcome. 
Contact: Maggie Gebbett, Secretary 01243 
699517 email: info@emsworthclt.org.uk 
www.emsworthclt.org.uk 

Emsworth Forum: Contact: Mike Bateman, 
email mikebateman20@gmail.com

Emsworth Good Neighbours: Offers help 
with transport to hospitals, medical appoint-
ments, shopping, befriending, collecting pre-
scriptions etc. Contact: 01243 430999 www.
emsworthgoodneighbours.org.uk

Emsworth Horticultural Society: Organises 
Emsworth Show, Horticultural supplies hut 
at Washington Road. Talks and coach outings. 
Contact: Lyn Davies 01243 373810.

Emsworth Library, 23 High Street, Emsworth, 
PO10 7AQ Open Mon, Wed, Sat 9.30 a.m. -1 p.m. 
Tues & Thurs 9.30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Fri 9 a.m. -7 p.m.
Tel: 0300 555 1387 Email: emsworth.library@
hants.gov.uk www.hants.gov.uk/library

Emsworth Museum: North Street. Open 
10.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. Saturdays/Bank 
holidays, 2.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Sundays 
April-October, 2.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Fridays in 
August. Contact: Dorothy Bone 01243 378091

Emsworth Probus Club: A group of retired 
businessmen who meet at the Brookfield 
Hotel for lunch on the last Monday of each 
month. Contact: Chairman Leo Ward 02393 
075381 or Peter Spreckley on 01243 
371390. Annual subscription is £15.00. Lunch 
costs £17.

Emsworth Residents’ Association: Publisher 
of The Ems. Contact: Theo Schofield, 
Chairman. Email: theoschofield@icloud.com

Emsworth-St Aubin Twinning Association: 
Contact John Auric 01243 379018 or Judi 
Milburn 02392 471645

Community Activities in Emsworth
Please note that most of the group activities listed below will 
have been cancelled due to the Coronavirus emergency.  This 
information has been published in order to help people plan 
activities once this situation has ended. Many of the groups will 
continue to work behind the scenes and may still be able to offer 
help and advice. Some groups will  be seeking volunteers.

Please notify the editor if you wish details of your group to be added to 
this page (Voluntary, church, charitable, community, not-for-profit groups 
only). Please notify editor if your group entry needs to be amended.  
David Harris, Editor, email: editor.theems@outlook.com
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Community Contacts
Emsworth Trefoil Guild. Social group for all 
ex-guiders or girl guides. Meets at Methodist 
International Hall, The Square, Emsworth on 
the first Monday of each month from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. New members welcome. Contact: 
Marion Lea. 01243 376886 marionlea7@
hotmail.com 

Friends of Emsworth Community Health: 
(formerly Friends of Emsworth Hospital): 
Supports organisations providing health-re-
lated facilities in Emsworth. Contact: Irene 
Craig 01243 378635 Email: irenecraig71@
gmail.com

Hampshire Constabulary Beat Services: 
Surgery first Wednesday of each month, 
Pastoral Centre, St Peters Square. Tel: 
101(non-emergency calls) 

Havant Friends of the Earth: Contact: Patricia 
Williamson 01243 378560.

Havant Rotary Club: Meets every Monday 
at 6 p.m. at Bear Hotel, East Street, Havant. 
Contact: Ian Swinton 01243 251776

Hewitt’s, 35 South Street, Emsworth. 
Community café and hall for hire. Tel: 01243 
213600. 

Mothers’ Union: Contact: Margaret Cornick 
(secretary) 01243 378044. 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
Emsworth Branch: Contact: Caroline Tilley 
01243 699451 Email: Caroline_tilley@yahoo.com

St John Ambulance: Fraser Road, Havant. 
Email: Jennifer.quibell@sja.org.uk

SYRCH/Southleigh Community Hall, Lutman 
Street: Contact: Steve Baldwin 07795 321689.

University of the Third Age, Emsworth U3A. 
Over 30 subject groups that meet monthly. 
See website for details. www.emsworthu3a.
org.uk. General meeting at St James Church 
Hall, Church Path. 1020 a.m. third Friday 
of month, except August and December. 
Contact: Gill Polgreen Tel. 01243 389983 
email: gIll.polgreen@gmail.com

University of the Third Age, Ems Valley U3A. 
Over 40 subject groups that meet monthly. 
See website for details: http://www.emsval-
leyu3a.org.uk/index.html. General meeting 
at St James Church Hall, Church Path. 2 p.m. 
4th Thursday of month, except August and 
December. Contact: Richard Galloway 01243 
377009

WemsFest. World music and comedy at local 
venues. Contact: Mark Millington-Ringwood, 
Artistic Director 01243 370501 or 07802 
500050 www.wemsfest.com

Health Organisations
Alzheimer’s Society Memory Café: Support 
group for carers of people with dementia. 
Meets 10 a.m. -12 noon, fourth Tuesday of 
month (except December), Masonic Hall, 
Waterloo Road, Havant. Contact: 02392 
892035

ArthritisFirst. Exercise Classes for anyone 
with mobility problems. Run by a Chartered 
Physiotherapist with 30 years’ experience. 
All ages and abilities welcome. Classes at the 
Community Centre, Emsworth: Mondays 3 
p.m. – 4 p.m. Tuesdays 9.50 a.m. – 10.50 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. – 12 noon. Classes are also held 
in Havant and Chichester. Contact Juliette 
07974 238787/02392 413885. www.arthrit-
isfirst.co.uk

Drop in meditation: Friday 6.15 .pm. Open to 
all, led by Dinah who has been meditating 
and teaching for over 25 years. Free com-
munity event. The Hayloft, Palmers Road, 
Emsworth (behind Café Mocha) Emsworth. 
Contact: Dinah 02392413499 Dinah.lawson@
btinternet.com 

Emsworth Keep Fit 1: shape up with Sally, 
Thursday 10 a.m.-11 a.m. (Term Time) / 
Emsworth Keep Fit 2 shape up with Sally, 
Thursday 11.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m. (Term Time) 
£5. Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact: 01962 857099 www.bren-
doncare.org.uk/clubs

Emsworth Kurling Club: Monday 2 p.m. -4 
p.m. £3. Emsworth Community Association 
Centre, North Street. Contact: 01962 857099 
www.brendoncare.org.uk/clubs.

Emsworth Stroke Club: Meets 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
most Thursdays in Emsworth Centre, South 
Street. Contact: Mrs G Knight 02392 473091.

Emsworth Surgery: 6 North Street. Contact: 
01243 378812.

Green Wellbeing holistic services: Friday 
Wellbeing Morning 9.45 a.m.-12.30 p.m. 
term time only. Free event open to all, guest 
speakers in the health and wellbeing field 
each week plus healing, drinks and snacks. 
The Hayloft, Palmers Road, Emsworth 
(behind Cafe Mocha) Contact: Gemma 07527 
689032 gemma@green-Wellbeing.co.uk. 
www.green-wellbeing.co.uk

MHA Singing for the Mind. Dementia friendly 
singing group. Everyone welcome. 2nd Friday 
of each month 10 a.m. – 12 noon. St James 
Church Parish Hall, Emsworth. £2 including 
tea/coffee. Tel: 023 9387 8777 havant@
rightathomeuk.com

Silver Linings: Meets Wednesday 10.30 
a.m. – 2.30 p.m. Hewitt’s, 35 South Street, 
Emsworth. Activities for older people includ-
ing board games, excursions, theatre trips, 
etc. £15 inc. lunch. Transport to and from the 
centre can be arranged for £5. Contact: Liz 
Porter or Sue Kell 01243 213600. 

Southbourne Surgery: 337 Main Road, 
Southbourne. Contact: 01243 388740.

Walking to Health in Emsworth: Free, safe, 
short walks, Meets every Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. at SYRCH Centre, Lutman Street, 
Emsworth. Contact: Pauline Bond 01243 
376302 or Robert Self 02392 484412.

Nature Conservation
Brook Meadow Conservation Group: 
Workdays on first Sunday and third Thursday 
of every month, 9.30 a.m.-12 noon. Meet at 
Seagull Lane entrance by the Tool Store/HQ. 
Tools and gloves supplied, and refreshments. 
Contact: colin.bmcg@btinternet.com

Emsworth Tree Wardens: Taking care of trees 
in Emsworth and surrounding area. Various 
ongoing tree-related projects. Contact: 
Yvonne Copeland 01243 389877.

Friends of Emsworth Memorial Garden. 
Helping to maintain the garden on the south-
east corner of Horndean Road Recreation 
Ground. Meet at 10 a.m. on second Monday 
of each month, Contact: 01243 371486.

Friends of Emsworth Waysides: A conser-
vation group set up to monitor and survey 
waysides and verges in Emsworth, in order 
to foster biodiversity and create a network of 

wildlife corridors. Contact: Jane Brook 01243 
430493

Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadows: A 
conservation group holding monthly work 
parties all year round at Hampshire Farm 
Meadows, a 42 acre area of open space in North 
Emsworth. Contact: hfmfriends@gmail.com

Friends of Hollybank Woods: Contact: 
Andrew Brook 01243 430493

Friends of Nore Barn Woods: Work sessions: 
9.30 a.m. -12 noon, 2nd Sat of each month. 
Tools, coffee and biscuits provided but bring 
gloves. Meet at shore end of Warblington 
Road. Contact: Roy Ewing 01243 370705.

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust: 
Holds monthly talks September - March, 
plus weekly wildlife walks and nature notes. 
www.hiwwt.org.uk 

Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association: 
Protects and conserves the wildlife and 
natural environment of Slipper Pond for the 
benefit and quiet enjoyment of the public. 
Contact: Chairman, Nick Madina 01243 
377749 Email: info@smppa.org.uk

Political Representation
Councillors

Havant Borough Council (three Emsworth 
Ward Councillors)

Lulu Bowerman, (Conservative) (2016 - 
2020)101 Havant Road, Emsworth PO10 7LF. 
Tel: 07874 885366 Email: lulu.bowerman@
havant.gov.uk 

Julie Thain-Smith, (Conservative) (2019 – 
2023) c/o Havant Borough Council, Public 
Service Plaza, Civic Centre Road, Havant, 
PO9 2AX Tel: 07895 940329. Email: Julie.
thain-smith@Havant.gov.uk

Richard Kennett, (Conservative) (2018 – 
2022) 53 Skylark Avenue, Emsworth PO10 
7GB Tel. 07780 236443 Email: richard.ken-
nett@havant.gov.uk

Regular HBC local Councillor surgeries take 
place at International House, Methodist 
Church, The Square. The Emsworth 
Councillors are available to talk to residents 
about local issues. To make an appointment 
contact lulu.bowerman@havant.gov.uk. 
Dates for 2020 are to be confirmed

Hampshire County Council

Emsworth & St Faiths division 
Ray Bolton (Conservative) (2017 – 2021) 22 
Wade Court Road, Havant, PO9 2SU. Tel: 023 
9247 9682. Email: ray.bolton@hants.gov.uk 

Chichester District Council 

Westbourne Ward (1 seat) 
Roy Briscoe (Conservative) (2019 -2023) 
Bumblebee Cottage, Duffield Lane, 
Woodmancote, Westbourne PO10 8PZ Tel: 
01243 696376 email: rbriscoe@chichester.gov.uk

Southbourne Ward (2 seats)  
Jonathan Brown (Liberal Democrat) 
(2019 – 2023) 21 Stein Road, Southbourne, 
Emsworth PO10 8LB Mobile: 07890 595450 
Email: jbrown@chichester.gov.uk

Tracie Bangert (Liberal Democrat) (2019 
-2023) 209 Main Road, Southbourne, 
Emsworth PO10 8EZ Tel: 01243 375782 
email: tbangert@chichester.gov.uk

West Sussex County Council

Bourne division  
Mike Magill (Conservative) (2019-2021) 
Waterways, Westbourne Road, Westbourne, 
PO10 8UL Tel: 07920 573915 Email: mike.
magill@westsussex.gov.uk

Members of Parliament

Havant (including Emsworth)
Alan Mak, (Conservative) Building 6000, 
Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, 
Havant PO9 1SA Tel: 023 9241 5620 Email: 
alan.mak.mp@parliament.uk

Chichester (including Southbourne and 
Westbourne)Gillian Keegan (Conservative) 
St John’s House, St John’s Street, Chichester, 
PO19 1UU Email: gillian.keegan.mp@parlia-
ment.uk 

Sports and Social Clubs
Badminton club: Every Thursday 8.00 
p.m. to 9.30 p.m. Bourne Leisure Centre, 
Southbourne. It is a friendly badminton club, 
for all abilities, £4 per evening, first evening 
free. Contact: carolbaptist@aol.com

Circle Dancing: Second Sunday of month, 
2.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Westbourne Parish Hall, 
Westbourne Road, Westbourne. Contact: 
Jane Richards 01243 378531.

Coal Exchange Football Club. Team plays in 
the West Sussex League on Saturday after-
noons. Contact: James Laycock 0781 855 1216.

Dance/Social Group: 8 p.m. -10 p.m. 
Wednesdays, St James’ Parish Hall, Church 
Path. £5 per couple including tea. Contact: 
Brenda Payne 01243 378743.

Emsworth Bowling Club: Plays April to 
September plus bridge/cribbage October 
to March and other social events. Contact: 
Martin Roberts 02392 412759

Emsworth Bridge Club: Meets 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
every Tuesday evening, Emsworth Sports 
& Social Club, 43 Havant Road, Emsworth. 
Contact: 01243 376037.

Emsworth Chess Club: Contact: Kier Eyles 
023 9248 4778 or email: mail@ emsworth-
chessclub.co.uk. Meets Thursdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Emsworth Sports & Social Club, 43 Havant 
Road, Emsworth.

Emsworth Cricket Club: See website for de-
tails. http://emsworth.play-cricket.com

Emsworth & Havant Homing Society: 
Contact: 01243 431320 

Emsworth Rambling Club. Friendly walking 
group, meets weekly on Thursday mornings 
(short walks 4-5 miles) and Sundays (longer 
walks 7-8 miles or more). Some social 
events.: hiltim@btinternet.com or heathera-
gale@mypostoffice.co.uk

Emsworth Sailing Club: 55 Bath Road, 
Emsworth. Contact: 01243 372850.

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club: Quay Mill, 
The Quay, South Street, Emsworth. Contact: 
01243 372523.

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club Radio Sailors: 
Meets Thursdays 10 a.m. -12 noon (all year) 
and Sundays 10 a.m. -12 noon (winter only) 
Contact: John Galyer 07971 827995.

Emsworth Sports & Social Club: Contact the 
Steward 01243 376037. Located at 43 Havant 
Road, Emsworth.
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NEWS FROM OUR MP

Leading the fight against COVID-19
In the short time since my last column in The 
Ems, our country has profoundly changed as 
we deal with the impact of Coronavirus. 
I want to assure you that despite the global pandemic, I am 
continuing to work hard for our area and offering support for 
Emsworth residents, businesses and others impacted by the 
virus. 

The Government response to COVID-19 is guided by medi-
cal and scientific advice received from the independent Chief 
Medical Officer and the Chief Scientific Advisor, taking into 
account information from the NHS and other relevant public 
bodies. 

In the order to protect the NHS, the Government is current-
ly asking everyone to stay at home and only leave the house 
for very specific reasons such as for food, health reasons, 
exercise or essential work. If you do leave the house, you 
should stay at least two metres away from other people, if 
they are not in your household, and wash your hands as soon 
as you get home. While this will be hard for everyone, your 
co-operation will lessen the strain on the NHS and ultimately, 
save lives. 

Every day the Government is making announcements to 
support families and businesses through this difficult time, 
putting in place the framework to ensure our economy bounc-
es back when the worst is over. It is a fast-moving situation 
and Government advice on Coronavirus is subject to change 

– for the latest information visit www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 For residents, I have set-up a dedicated section of my 

website that I will be keeping up-to-date with all of the latest 
information and advice I receive. All the information is from 
trusted sources and includes advice from central and local 
Government; the NHS including Public Health England (PHE); 
and other public bodies and relevant organisations. Visit 
www.alanmak.org.uk/Covid19 for more information.

In the coming weeks and months we all have to work to-
gether to support each other and our community. That’s why 
I have launched a Local Volunteer Network, compiling a list of 
local residents who would be willing to support isolated and 
vulnerable members of the community. To join visit www.al-
anmak.org.uk/VolunteerNetwork. Details will be passed onto 
the relevant authorities or groups when appropriate. 

If you are a resident in isolation and in need of commu-
nity help, register on my website www.AlanMak.org.uk/
IsolationHelp or call 02392 415620 and we will pass on your 
details to relevant organisations that may be able to help. My 
office is also on hand to provide general advice and guidance, 
visit www.AlanMak.org.uk/contact.

If you, or someone you know, feels unwell with possible 
COVID-19 symptoms, please use the online NHS 111 service to 
check or call NHS 111 if you need to speak to someone.

Current NHS advice is that if you have symptoms stay at 
home for 7 days. If you live with other people, they should 
stay at home for 14 days from the day the first person got 
symptoms.

I wish everyone the very best during this difficult time and 
I’ll continue to provide regular updates to my email news-
letter subscribers. If you wish to subscribe for updates, visit 
AlanMak.org.uk/Newsletter.

 
Alan Mak MP, 

Member of Parliament for Havant 

Mich and Gaz of Carriages café
Words and pictures by David Harris

Name: Michelle (Mich) and Garry (Gaz) Pascoe of Carriages 
café 

Position: Joint owners of Carriages café

What do you offer? Carriages is part of the waiting room on 
the south platform of Emsworth station. We offer various 
coffees, teas, drinks, Paninis, chocolates, cupcakes, crisps 
and snacks to local people and commuters.

What were your previous jobs? Mich – I was Physical 
Training Instructor in the Royal Navy. Gaz – I was a 
Commando in the Army. 

Why did you choose to run Carriages Café? We were both 
looking for a new opportunity when we left the forces and 
read in The Ems about a business opportunity being availa-
ble at the refurbished station waiting room. The room had 
been derelict for many years but funding was made availa-
ble to bring it back into use. We opened the café in 2014. 

What do you like about running your own business? 
Meeting people from all walks of life. 

What are your most popular lines? Our coffees are our best 
sellers. They are available to drink in the waiting room or to 
takeaway.

Do you offer any other services? We can provide fondue 
evenings and afternoon teas for pre-booked groups. The 
waiting room can accommodate up to 18 covers. 

Do you have any other business interests? Gaz runs 
Expedient Security who provide security for major sporting 
events. 

Future Plans. The lease on the café will expire in 2021 and 
we hope to sell the café in order that we can grow the 
security business. 

Carriages café was open from 6.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 
Monday to Friday and from 8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. on 
Saturdays.

Carriages Café, Emsworth Station, Station Approach, 
Emsworth. PO10 7PN 
Tel 07779 000516 
www.facebook.com/
Carriages-Cupcakes-805230746171961/

Carriages Café is temporarily closed due to the downturn in 
railway passenger numbers due to the Coronavirus emer-
gency. The café hopes to re-open as soon as things return 
to normal.

‘(Contact me) if you are a resident 
in isolation and in need of 

community help’


