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Support our 
local businesses
Words by David Harris and Theo Schofield

As the lockdown eases and our shops, pubs, cafes and 
hairdressers re-open life starts to return to some sort of 
normality. We have been very fortunate here in Emsworth 
to have had small businesses that were able to stay open 
during the emergency, such as Tiers, Treagust, Starrs, 
Emsworth Deli, newsagents and others. It was also good to 
see that almost all of the “non-essential” shops were able 
to re-open on 15 June. We hope that our pubs, cafes and 
restaurants who were not able to open on 4 July will be able 
to re-open soon after. Our beauty salons and tattoo parlour 
remain closed under government emergency rules. 

The survival and revival of 
the town centre is crucial to 
Emsworth’s future as a place 
with an identity, and should 
offer opportunities for 
people to meet, to shop, to 
work and to live. During the 
lockdown there was much 
less traffic in the town cen-
tre, and it was much more 
pleasant to walk and use the 
shops that were open. 

From 22 June in order to 
facilitate social distancing 
outside of shops Havant 
Borough Council installed 
barriers, blocked off parking bays and closed 
part of South Street. These moves were not 
popular with local businesses and have pro-
duced some traffic issues, especially for deliv-
ery vehicles. We hope that these obstructions 
will be removed in the near future.

It is hoped that the businesses that had 
remained open and provided deliveries and 
takeaways will continue to attract custom. 
Many people have commented on the quality 
of what our local shops are selling, and we need 
to campaign “Use it or Lose it” to support them. 

One business that is optimistic for the future 
is The Kings Arms, Havant Road, Emsworth. 
Landlord Gavin Reid told The Ems that he has 

invested in a marquee and 
can accommodate up to 100 
people outside in the large 
garden area without the 
need to book. Customers 
wanting to eat inside will 
need to make a reservation. 
Kings Arms is owned by 
Fullers, who Gavin described 
as being very supportive 
during the shutdown. 

At the time of going to 
press our local pubs had 
either re-opened or were 
hoping to do so in the next 
few days. The only exception 

is the Crown Hotel, High Street, Emsworth 
which will re-open later in the year under new 
ownership after a refurbishment. 

Also look out for a vintage fish and chip van 
parked outside of the Bluebell pub in South 
Street. This is a new venture for publican Giles 
Babb. 

If you value living in Emsworth, then do 
support our local businesses and try to do as 
much of your shopping in the town centre as 
possible. As our hospitality industry re-opens 
then Emsworth’s important evening economy 
will be looking for your support. We have a 
unique collection of shops, cafes, restaurants 
and pubs. Please use them.

The survival 
and revival of 
the town centre 
is crucial to 
Emsworth’s 
future

One business that is 
optimistic for the future  
is The Kings Arms
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ERA MEETING DATES 2020
The public are welcome to attend the quarterly gen-
eral meetings of the Emsworth Residents’ Association 
(ERA).  All meetings are held at Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street, Emsworth and start at 7.30 p.m. 
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• Monday 27 July 2020 (cancelled)
• Monday 30 November 2020 (provisional)

Chairman’s Report
Words by Theo Schofield, Chair of the 
Emsworth Residents’ Association

As the pandemic is easing and we are coming 
out of the full lockdown I would like express 
our gratitude to all those who have helped 
the residents of Emsworth get through this 
difficult time. These include the Emsworth 
Alliance who mobilised volunteers, deliv-
ered food and prescriptions, supported our 
shops, and helped people in their homes in 
so many ways. We should also acknowledge 
the ways that our streets and neighbour-
hoods have become stronger communities.

We now need to look forward. The town 
centre is crucial to Emsworth’s future and 
should offer opportunities for people to 
meet, to shop, to work and to live. This is 
our front page issue, and I would just like to 
endorse the message that we should all use 
it or risk losing it.

Personally, I think it is a shame that the 
red and white barriers put up recently 
to support social distancing are not very 
attractive, but imagine for a moment that 
the whole area they enclose was pavement, 
there is only one road passing through the 
square, and there is a 20 mph speed limit 
in the town. Would this help to redress the 
balance between pedestrians and traffic, 
and make the town a more pleasant place 
for people to visit?

Normally there are many opportunities 
for older people to get out and meet, which 
is one of the strengths of the town, but 
these are very restricted now. I hope that 
our Churches, luncheon clubs, and other as-
sociations will be able to find ways to meet 
soon, but I am aware that anxieties about 
the virus have not yet gone away. I have 
suggested that the Friends Garden (next to 
the hospital) could be used as safe outdoor 
space for many groups.

Secondary school children will have had 
six months without school by the time they 
go back in September, and very little oppor-
tunity to meet together and to take part in 
sport. The first youth day in the Community 
Centre organised by the Community Land 
Trust was very successful, and a second day 
had been planned, and funded, for the sum-
mer half term. It has been suggested that 
instead, an event, or series of events, could 
take place out of doors so that young people 
could meet and be active in the open. 

Our primary schools have been taking key 
workers children, and have now been asked 
to take Reception 1 and Year 6 children as 
well. The Covid restrictions involve smaller 
classes, so more space and teachers are 
required. We have seen the difficulties that 
this is causing, and there needs to be a plan 
that will allow all children to return to school 
at least by the start of next term. This is a na-
tional and local government responsibility, 
but in the absence of such a plan Emsworth 
may need to offer help with local solutions.

Finally I would like to thank David Harris 
and his team for putting this edition togeth-
er, and Jill and Gavin Millar and their deliver-
ers that ensure that the EMS reaches every 
household in Emsworth.

Edition Deadline for copy and 
advertisements

Published on

Autumn 2020 Monday 5 October Monday 19 October

Winter 2021 Monday 4 January Monday 18 January

Spring 2021 Monday 5 April Monday 19 April

Summer 2021 Monday 5 July Monday 19 July

Letters to the Editor
Email: editor.theems@outlook.com

Calling all cyclists
What a blessing the long spell of fine weath-
er has been, so many of us have been able 
to enjoy our beautiful surroundings. Getting 
on to a bike as an alternative to using a car 
or public transport has rightly been en-
couraged for environmental reasons. My 
understanding is that cyclists are allowed 
on byways, bridle paths and some stretches 
of pavement where there is a notice of per-
mission. Sometimes they are requested to 
dismount. The majority of those on bicycles 
are courteous and considerate.

As a rambler and dog walker, I am put-
ting in a plea for those on bikes to refrain 

from using public footpaths, as they should. 
It would be reassuring if they could give 
warning, either verbally or by using the old 
fashioned bell, if they are coming up fast 
behind a walker/walkers, especially those 
with dogs, and those on horseback.

Some cyclists now use pavements as 
though they were roads, often with disre-
gard for the safety of pedestrians and I have 
heard concerning stories of near accidents 
and abuse when challenged. Please, cyclists, 
be considerate and stay alert. 

Lesley Mervyn, Orchard Lane, Emsworth 

Bees
Further to Lindsay Jerome’s account of his 
leaf cutter bee, one of the cheering aspects 
of self-isolating in my small Emsworth back 
garden during the mostly sunny early Spring 
weeks virus lockdown was watching a mass 
of small bees emerging holes in the lawn and 
flitting around until the shadows came.

Googling, I found they were mining (or dig-
ger) bees, looking like miniature honey bees 
– which I used to keep in my Peckham back 
garden. Ironically, they are “solitary” bees 
despite being numerous, since they each 
have their own holes. It was the first time 
they had appeared during the past 20 years 
here, so some insects are prospering. They 
busily collected pollen from early flowering 
trees and shrubs, stashing it at the bottom 
of their holes before laying an egg and seal-
ing it off.

Totally harmless, they are too small to 
sting through human skin – even if acciden-
tally swallowed. Like all worker bees, they 

are female – male drones waiting around 
for their one-off (literally so!) mating, after 
which they fall to earth dead. The bees will 
be important for pollinating fruits and veg-
etables. I look forward to them next year.

Bob Smyth, Emsworth

The leaf cutter bee described by Lindsay Jerome in the 
last issue of The Ems
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Volunteer deliverers of  
The Ems wanted

Could you spare a couple of hours once a 
quarter to hand deliver The Ems to local 

residents?

The newspapers will be delivered to your 
home address every three months for 

you to hand deliver to a named street or 
streets. 

This is a volunteer position. 

If you are interested in joining our team 
of over 100 volunteer distributors please 
contact: Gavin Millar Tel: 01243 377071 or 

email: jandgmil@btinternet.com

Why do I support the 
ERA?
Words by Ali Couch, ERA committee member (Communications)

You know when you’ve moved somewhere special when it has not 
one but several voluntary groups that are happy to challenge the 
authorities on local issues and work hard to keep the area attractive 
and safe. What’s more these voluntary groups work with rather than 
in competition with one another.

My first encounter with the Emsworth 
Residents’ Association (ERA) was in August 
2012 at the Emsworth Show, the year I moved 
to Emsworth. I became a member soon after. 
What I particularly like about the ERA is its 
desire to support the excellent range of com-
munity groups in the town through grants, 
which means we as members of the ERA 
support them too (see pages 30/31 to see 
the current collection).

I’ve been volunteering with the Emsworth 
Residents’ Association for just over a year, 
supporting @emsworthresidents Facebook 
and Instagram pages, and our joint website 
with the Emsworth Business Association – 
www.emsworth.org.uk. 

@emsworthresidents is there to let you 
know about important or current issues in 
the town, to help community groups and lo-
cal businesses spread the word, and to have 
a bit of fun. 

@emsworthresidents is also there to hear 
from you. As a residents’ association we 
would love more interaction with the com-
munity outside of our quarterly public meet-
ings. We know the town’s interests are more 
diverse than those who are able to come to 
our meetings so please do get in touch with 
us via social media, the website, email or con-
tacting Theo, the chairman (01243 377976). 
If you have issues to raise, a new community 
group you’d like to form or actions you and 
others would like to take. We don’t have all 
the answers, however, we will know others 
who do.

I also provide support to the editor of 
The Ems, David Harris, who, with a small 
voluntary team, produces this much valued 
quarterly newspaper. It’s hard to believe 

The Ems is free to residents, regardless of 
whether households are members of the 
ERA. Incredibly, over 28,000 issues are de-
livered by volunteers each year.

I hope I’ve encouraged you to become a 
member of the ERA – it’s an investment in the 
welfare of our community and our collective 
experiences of where we live. Please sign-up 
today, at £5 per household per year, it’s the 
price of a pint or a glass of wine at one of our 
friendly watering holes (and by the time you 
read this hopefully they’ll be open again!). 
www.emsworth.org.uk/

From the Archives
25 years ago - The Ems, July 1995
• The big story was the desire of the 

Emsworth Residents’ 
Association (ERA) 
to be able to form 
a Parish Council. 
This was opposed 
by Havant Borough 
Council (HBC). The 
ERA commissioned 

its own survey which was rejected by HBC 
who held their own referendum. The re-
sults showed that only 43% were in favour 
of a Parish Council. The turnout was only 
33% which was very low for Emsworth. 
(HBC has consistently maintained its 
objection to “Parishing” any part of the 

Borough. There have also been moves for 
Hayling to have its own Parish Council.)

• The visitors’ room at Emsworth Hospital 
was refurbished at a cost of £2,000. 
The costs were met from a legacy from 
Maurice Ridley. (The hospital closed in 
2012 and is currently being refurbished 
as the new doctors’ surgery)

• Cllr Ray Cobbett, Hampshire County 
Council (HCC) reported on the need for 
HCC to seek savings of £38 million in the 
1996/97 budget. (HCC continues to seek 
budget reductions and Ray Cobbett re-
mains active in the community and is an 
occasional writer for The Ems)

The ERA pays tribute to Michael Ponsonby 
who has retired after 19 years as a 
committee member
Michael Ponsonby (ERA committee member 2001 -2020)

Michael studied Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics at Oxford from 1958-61.

He was very interested in politics, 
and joined the Conservative, Labour 
and Liberal Clubs. Most weeks 
they had meetings on different 
nights and on a fourth night 
there was the Oxford Union de-
bate. After Oxford he worked as 
a business economist and joined 
IBM in 1967. 

In 1962 he joined the Labour Party 
and the Fabian Society which had a 
Young Fabian Group (YFG). Through his mem-
bership of the YFG he had met all of the Gang 
of Four who defected to set up the SDP. Shirley 
Williams, Roy Jenkins and Bill Rodgers had all 
addressed our meetings, and David Owen was 
on our Committee and had been the first YF to 
become an MP. Therefore he ended up in the 
same Party as his wife Faith, who had always 
been a Liberal.

His career with IBM had two phases. The 

first was in the Economics Dept. (1967 - 1984) 
and then in the Pensions Investment Dept. 

until retirement in 2000, where his 
main task was to manage the bond 

portfolio.
In retirement Michael under-

took three voluntary roles. The 
biggest was being Treasurer 
of the local Liberal Democrat 

Party from 1994 -2019. His house 
was effectively the Party Office. 

The second in terms of time spent 
was being Treasurer of the Emsworth 

Horticultural Society which he has been doing 
since 2004. The third was being a member of 
the ERA Committee. Michael joined the ERA 
committee in in January 2001 as Minutes 
Secretary, a role which he held until 2014. In 
later years he held the post of Secretary until 
he retired at the beginning of this year. He 
became the source of information on the ERA 
constitution, as well as overseeing the annual 
local election hustings.

Community Chest

The ERA offer small grants (usually in the re-
gion of £500) to local groups. The types of pro-
jects we have funded in the past include: sports 
clubs, youth groups, environmental groups, 
etc.  If your local organisation would like to 
apply for a grant full details are available on 
our website. www.emsworth.org.uk/the-era/
access-funding/community-chest-project/

Not the 2020 news
The summer 2020 edition of The Ems would 
normally have reported on a number of events, 
all of which were cancelled.  These include:
• Local Council Elections (postponed until 

May 2021)
• ERA quarterly public meetings (postponed 

until later in the year)
• Emsworth Arts Trail (cancelled for 2020)
• Broomfield Photo competition (cancelled 

for 2020)
•  St Georges Day Parade (cancelled for 

2020)
• Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan referen-

dum (postponed until May 2021)
• Emsworth Beer Festival (postponed until 

26 -28 February 2021)
• Emsworth Show (cancelled for 2020)
• Emsworth Artists’ Summer exhibition 

(cancelled for 2020)
• Easter celebrations (all churches were 

closed) 

ERA Committee 
zooms on

The lockdown prevented the ERA com-
mittee from meeting in person but the 
monthly schedule of meetings was main-
tained using Zoom video conferencing 
technology.  (see picture) It is believed 
that quite a few Emsworth organisations, 
including some U3A groups have used this 
technology to keep in touch with members.  
https://zoom.us/

Invest in the welfare 
of our community 
by joining the ERA. 
Membership is £5 per 
household per year - the 
price of a pint or glass of 
wine
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funeralcare.co.uk

 Pre-paid funeral plans      Free bereavement centre      24 hour service

CHICHESTER Kingsham Avenue, PO19 8AW • 01243 782209
COWPLAIN 37a London Road, PO8 8DF • 02392 254490
EMSWORTH 31 North Street, PO10 7DA • 01243 37645
WATERLOOVILLE 320 London Road, PO7 7DU • 02392 266105
WIDLEY 1 Cornwall Buildings, London Road, PO7 5AB • 02392 378472

 

Physio-led Pilates 

Beginner / Intermediate Pilates classes 
and specialist classes for Bone Health 
(including Osteoporosis and Osteopenia) 

You will need your own exercise mat, and 1 or 2 thin pillows / towels 

Please contact: Melissa Robinson 
melissa.robinson@astilbe.co.uk 
Or text to: 07977 466924 

Exercise at home 
when it suits you 

then £6 per class 
Request classes 

as required 

1 hour classes, easily accessed through You Tube link sent via email 

Tuition by APPI trained Chartered Physiotherapist 

Free trial class 

Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan update
Words by Mike Bateman, Secretary, Emsworth Forum

When we began the process of developing a 
Neighbourhood Plan for Emsworth back in 
2014, we had little idea of how complicated 
our task would be nor how long it would take. 
Our submission of the completed plan back in 
April 2019 to Havant Borough Council (HBC) 
felt like a significant achievement.

After the submission there was a round of 
public consultation, then an examination by 
a planning inspector to ensure that it met the 
legal requirements of a planning policy docu-
ment. The final stage is the referendum invit-
ing the local electorate to approve the plan 
to take its place in the planning framework 
used assist in the determination of planning 

applications in Emsworth. 
The examination of the Neighbourhood 

Plan was carried out by Andrew Ashworth, 
an experienced planning inspector, at the end 
of 2019 and his report to HBC was received 
on 6 January 2020. The report gave the Plan 
a very strong endorsement, and made some 
very useful recommendations to strengthen 
its status as a planning policy document. 

Legally that report and its recommenda-
tions were made to HBC, who accepted the 
report and its recommendations and then im-
plemented the minor changes recommended 
by the Inspector. The referendum was then 
scheduled to be held at the same time as the 

local elections in May 2020, which were can-
celled due to the Coronavirus emergency. The 
referendum and elections will now be held on 
6 May 2021. 

The HBC Planning website contains all of the 
documentation generated by the submission 
of the plan, the local consultation post-sub-
mission and the independent examination. 
www.havant.gov.uk/
emsworth-neighbourhood-planning

All is not lost in planning terms since the 
government has advised that a neighbour-
hood plan can be given significant weight 
in decision-making in advance of a referen-
dum. The post-examination version of the 

Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan will now be 
used when deciding on planning applications 
in Emsworth.

Updates

Planning applications decided
Fowley Cottage (off Warblington Road) 
APP/19/00623. This application was refused 
on the grounds that there were not enough 
houses planned to be built on the site. The 
original application was for six houses. (see 
below) 

New planning applications
APP/20/00376 Retain the existing ‘Fowley 
Cottage’ dwelling (off Warblington Road) and 
tennis court and construct nine new dwellings 
and garden studio.
Planning applications still pending
At the time of going to press the following 
housing applications were still being decided:
• Tier’s Field (off Horndean Road) 

APP/19/00768

• Former Weaver Mabbs factory, North 
Street APP/19/00854

•  Land to the west of Coldharbour Farm 
Road (44 houses) APP/19/01226. The 
Pollution Team leader at HBC has ex-
pressed concerns about the air quality of 
this site which runs alongside the A27. 

You can check local planning applications on-
line at:
https://planningpublicaccess.havant.
gov.uk/online-applications/search.
do?action=advanced

Changes to planning 
permission expiry
Planning permission usually expires after 
three years if work has not started on site.
Sites with consent that have an expiry date 
between the start of lockdown and the end of 
this year will now see their consent extended 
to 1 April 2021.

Old Sorting Office back on the 
market again
Chichester agents, Tod Anstee are marketing 
the former Sorting Office in North Street 
which is described as being suitable for a 
number of different business uses. The three 
storey, 2,800 sq.ft. premises comprises sever-
al offices and a large rear storage area. There 
is onsite parking. It seems that the owners are 
willing to split the premise into small business 

units. HBC has now granted Change of use of 
ground floor from Sui Generis (Sorting Office) 
to mixed use A1/B1a/A2/A3 (Shop/Business/
Financial and Professional Services/Food and 
Drink) and ancillary storage. Change of use has 
been granted for the first and second floors to 
B1a/A2 (Business/Financial and Professional 
Services). www.todanstee.com

A259 Havant Road night time 
closure 
The A259 (Havant Road) will be closed from 
the Selangor Avenue junction to approximate-
ly 100 metres west of the new Saxon Corner 
Junction from 10 p.m – 6 a.m. nightly from 
20 to 31 July. This is subject to review from 
Highways England and Hampshire County 
Council. The official diversion route is via the 
A27, but Southleigh Road is the best route for 
local drivers.

Construction sites get back to 
work
Most major construction sites closed on 23 
March following government guidance on 
social distancing. Some small local builders 
carried on working but the main sites closed. 
On 11 May Barratts resumed work at the Saxon 
Corner site. 

Hold ups at Saxon Corner
During the Lockdown the traffic has been 
much lighter than normal, as one would 
expect. However, there has recently been a 
marked increase. Following the Lockdown be-
ing lifted for construction sites Saxon Corner 
posted signs stating that work would start on 
the roadworks on Mon 25 May and would last 
for 9 weeks. There are no plans at present for 
traffic lights to be positioned but that manned 
Stop/Go signs would be in action. 

Land at Fowley Cottage - a planning application for six 
houses was refused

Change of use has been granted for the old sorting office

Emsworth Forum consultation 2019
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Andrew & Andrew Solicitors                                                    
51 High Street                              
Emsworth                                             
PO10 7AN 

01243 680800                                              
4                                                                   
office.emsworth@a2law.co.uk         

Emily Sims, an Associate, manages the Emsworth Office and deals with 
complex residential property matters. She has integrated herself within 
the local community.  Emily continues to create strong working 
relationships with local estate agents, mortgage brokers and solicitors, 
which has enabled the reputation of the department to grow quickly 
through word of mouth and referrals.    

Established in 1954, Andrew & Andrew have been providing advice in Portsmouth and beyond for over 60 
years, and recently opened a new Emsworth office in 2018. 

For trust. For advice. For life. 
 Get touch … How can we help?  

At Andrew & Andrew, we specialise in the 
following aspects of law, an can guide you every 
step of the way: 

Conveyancing                                                         
Wills and Probate                                                    
Powers of Attorney                                                    
Family Law                                                                
Personal Injury  

For more detailed information on other 
aspects of law, and the other areas we 
deal with, visit our website 

www.a2solicitors.co.uk 

Victoria Cottage Hospital Refurbishment
Words and pictures supplied by Mountjoy

Progress has been reasonably good since our 
last report for The Ems – we have now prac-
tically completed the internal demolition of 
the hospital and made good progress with the 
two rear extensions. The external works have 
also been progressing with all of the storm 
water drainage now installed, including the 
soakaway and channels for the car park. 

Other major things we have completed 
over this period include:
• All voids previously created inside the 

building due to the asbestos removal works 
have now been filled in

• The substructure for the new patient stair-
well is now in place

• The large chimney breast and wall from 
the admin office has been removed, allow-
ing access for the steel installation - a lot 
of openings inside the building have been 
blocked up and more pad stones installed 
in preparation for this
The next period of works over the sum-

mer will see roofing installed on the rear 
extensions as well as new coverings over the 
existing roof between the two extensions. 
Additionally, new door openings and internal 
walls will be created in conjunction with the 
new steelwork installation. Externally, we are 
looking to excavate and pour the foundations 
for the new front lobby canopy and install the 

new gas and water supplies to the new plant 
room.

Due to COVID-19, the site was shut down for 
a month between late March and late April. 
This has of course impacted the final comple-
tion date by a month which we now estimate 
to be February 2021. We plan to keep you 
updated on future exciting developments in 
the project in further issues of The Ems.

Hospital Update
Work on the conversion of the old hospital 
into a doctor’s surgery began in January 
2020. However the Coronavirus emergen-
cy brought the project to an abrupt halt by 
the end of March, with the main contrac-
tor, Mountjoy furloughing some staff. 

Work recommenced by late April but it 
was not possible for The Ems to carry out 
a site visit in time for the Summer edition. 
We hope to visit the site in September 
and report on progress for the Autumn 
edition. The project was due to complete 
by January 2020 and is believed to be only 
four weeks behind schedule.
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Development

Keeping you and your loved ones safe 
without the need for residential care

Stay Safe 
at Home

With Right
 at Home

24/7 Live-In Care

Personal Care

Respite Care

Hospital to Home

Specialist Care

Dementia

02393 878777

www.rightathome.co.uk/havant

Our services include:

Benefits of Live-in Care… especially 
during times like these
Live-in care enables you to 
continue living safely in the 
comfort of your own home with 
a CareGiver available 24/7 to 
assist you with your usual daily 
routine. 
It is a viable alternative to moving into a care 
home providing you with the care and sup-
port you need to remain independent and is 
the cost equivalence to most residential care 
homes. The CareGiver takes up residence in 
your home and provides you with care while 
living with you and has proved to be an ex-
cellent solution for those having to isolate in 
safety and in the company of your CareGiver. 

Other key benefits of Live-in care is help-
ing with tasks and activities such as day to 
day personal care like washing and dressing 
to support with other matters like shopping, 

cooking, cleaning and even helping to walk 
your beloved dog. In addition, there is the 
added reassurance that there is another 
person in the home at all times who will be 
able to assist you in case of any emergencies. 

All the CareGivers at Right at Home speak 
fluent English, are fully trained, completed 
reference checks and many have a full UK 
driver’s licence and vehicle. The service is 
managed by a designated manager who con-
tacts the Client and CareGiver on a weekly 
basis and no one joins the care team until our 
Owner, Duncan Cameron, has vetted them 
and agreed to their employment. 

For more information please call 
our office on 02393 878777 or 

visit our website at https://www.
rightathomeuk.co.uk/havant/

news-item/benefits-of-live-in-care-
especially-during-times-like-these/

The Save Long Copse Lane Campaign –  
Summer 2020 update
Words and picture by Save Long Copse Lane group (Save LCL)

Lockdown is an uncomfortable way to start 
Spring 2020 but as the need for outdoor 
exercise became more urgent, Long Copse 
Lane was soon rediscovered for its welcoming 
environment and calming atmosphere. With 
the reduction of vehicle traffic, parents and 
children, cyclists and joggers felt safe to use 
the lane whilst maintaining social distancing. 

Few residents would disagree that we live in 
a fabulous area. With stunning sea views in the 
South and an ancient wood in the North (which 
is accessible from Long Copse Lane). The sunny 
weather has helped to remind people of the 
value of these amenities.

However, Havant Borough Council (HBC) 
activities on housing plans are restarting and 
once again the Save LCL team must actively 
participate in the democratic process, to try 
to protect the site from even more aggressive 
attitudes from government to meet housing 
targets. 

It would be easy to achieve ever increasing 
targets, if the number of houses were the only 
consideration and all other considerations ig-
nored, such as the need to protect our natural 
environment and preserving Emsworth (and 
specifically the area surrounding Long Copse 
Lane) as a valued place to live.

We hope that it is now very apparent to 
everyone how important LCL and the adjoin-
ing land is for Emsworth residents. We read 
everywhere how valued green space is to 
people and especially, to assist with mental 
health in the recovery phase of the pandemic. 
Recovery could take considerable time and 
preserving the semi-rural aspects of LCL is a 
worthwhile investment for existing and future 
generations.

A key part of the Save LCL campaign strate-
gy is seeking to have (Site H8) Long Copse Lane 
deleted from the forthcoming Havant Local 
Plan 2036. As part of the evidence base for 
the emerging Plan in 2015 the Council commis-
sioned a Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity 
Study from Kirkham Landscape Planning Ltd. 
It concluded that the site had a high sensitiv-
ity to change and recommended that ‘no part 
of land parcel LCA 21.3 is taken forward for 
potential growth’. Notwithstanding this the 
Council, ignoring its own consultants, allocat-
ed the site for development. 

The importance attached to sensitive sites 
such as this was recently recognised by a 
Planning Inspector appointed to examine 
the emerging Eastleigh Local Plan. In her re-
port the Inspector noted ‘Both the Planning 

Practice Guidance and the Framework say 
that plans should recognise the intrinsic char-
acter and beauty of the countryside, and that 
the cumulative impacts of development on 
the landscape need to be considered careful-
ly.’ She went on to consider a site similar to 
Long Copse Lane, noting that it was close to a 
National Park and that based on the landscape 
appraisal work for Eastleigh Council, views 
towards the exposed skyline were particu-
larly sensitive. As such including the site as a 
strategic growth option was at odds with the 
evidence base. 

The Save LCL team hope that the Inspector 
appointed to examine the Havant Local Plan 
will come to a similar conclusion for the Long 
Copse Lane site.

Please visit www.savelongcopse.org.
uk to register as a supporter and for 

more details and latest news

PROMOTED CONTENT
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Library

Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle PO9 6DX
paviliontearoom.co.uk • 023 9241 3432

Morning coffee, light lunches and
afternoon tea. All freshly made with  

seasonal local produce.

COOKED BREAKFASTS • LIGHT LUNCHES
AFTERNOON CREAM TEAS  

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 9AM

44 High Street, Emsworth PO10 7AW  
www.driftwood-cafe.co.uk • 01243 377373

Dr Nita Gupta BDS, MDS, FDSRCS Oral Surgeon
Dr Lisa Pearce BDS (Bristol) Dentist

• Dental Implants
• General Dentistry

• Oral Surgery
• Smile Design  

6 months

• Dental Hygiene
• White Fillings & 

Tooth Whitening

01243 372643
www.thenorthstreetclinic.co.uk

Discover your smile!

Fate of Emsworth Library will be known 
by the end of July

The decision whether to close Emsworth 
Library (and 10 others) will be considered by 
Cllr. Sean Woodward, Executive Member for 
Recreation and Heritage, Hampshire County 
Council (HCC) at his Decision Day meeting on 
28 July 2020. 

Emsworth Library closed on 21 March due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic. The library had 
been under threat of permanent closure since 

the beginning of the year. A decision on the 
future of Emsworth and nine other Hampshire 
libraries was due to be made in early June 
but was postponed due to the emergency. 
Libraries were given the go ahead to re-open 
as from 4 July. 

However it may be some time before they 
fully re-open due to concerns about social 
distancing.

Statement from Cllr Ray Bolton, HCC 
member for Emsworth and St Faiths 
Our residents will remember the 
Libraries Consultation which took 
place in the first three months 
of this year. Across Hampshire 
this Consultation resulted in 
over 21,000 responses, more than 
any other consultation HCC has 
conducted. 

These responses have been 
analysed over the last three 
months by Library Services. 
Recommendations on the 

future operation of individual 
Libraries will come before 
the Executive Member, for his 
decisions, by the end of July. I 
believe that Emsworth residents, 
the Emsworth Residents’ 
Association, the Emsworth 
Community Association and 
Emsworth Councillors have 
made a very strong case for the 
continued future operation of 
the Emsworth Library.

Updates

Library to move to Community 
Centre?
The option of moving Emsworth Library to 
Emsworth Community Centre remains on the 
table. Discussion have taken place between 
HCC and Emsworth Community Association 
and this option may form part to the recom-
mendations that will be decided on 28 July. 
(see above) 

Digital services during 
lockdown
Since the temporary closure Hampshire 
Libraries have invested a lot of money in dig-
ital books that can be borrowed online. The 
Arts Council have granted each library £1,000 
to go towards digital stock and HCC have add-
ed a further £9,000 to this pot by diverting 
some of the spend they would have made in 
this quarter on physical stock. Borrowbox has 
agreed to match this total spend, resulting in 
an additional £20,000 of digital stock. New 
users for Borrowbox has leapt by 770%. 
HCC have offered much in the way of digital 
resources to customers including live Baby 
Rhymetimes and Storytimes on Waterlooville 
Library’s Facebook. Emsworth Library’s 
Facebook page has weekly recommendations 
of books for adults and children which are 
available as eBooks plus some craft challenges 
for children to enjoy. 
The children’s Summer Reading Challenge is 
totally online this year and children can join up 
to it on the Hampshire Libraries website, and 
join the library there too if they don’t already 
have a library card, and Emsworth Library 
Facebook page has all the updates on all its 
services and opening hours, plus craft activ-
ities every week for children. www.facebook.
com/EmsworthLibrary/

Ready Reads - We select, you 
collect’: First steps to safe re-
opening of Hampshire Libraries
Hampshire County Council’s Library Service 
has continued to offer digital services 
throughout the Coronavirus pandemic and 

now offering some physical book loans 
How ‘Ready Reads’ works:
• Customers phone or go online to complete 

a form and share the types of books they 
would like to read.

• Staff will use their library expertise to hand-
pick books that customers might enjoy. 

• Customers will then be contacted within five 
days to say when the books are ready for 
collection. Items will be loaned for around 
five weeks. At Emsworth the library is now 
open from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
on Tuesday and Friday only for collection 
and return of books.

 Ready Reads is free and can be accessed 
by completing this online form https://bit.
ly/2A7yi0h or by calling 01962 454747. 
Customers can choose how often and how 
many books they would like. Also, specific 
books can be chosen through the paid reser-
vation service which has been restarted. You 
can reserve here: https://www.hants.gov.uk/
librariesandarchives/library/reserve

West Sussex libraries offer 
E-services only
During the emergency West Sussex library ser-
vice offered Ebooks and other online services.

Phone box library
The phone box in the Square outside of the 
Methodist Church has become an impromptu 
library. Initially books were 
left on the steps outside of 
the church but then some-
one had the bright idea of 
putting the books in the 
phone box. Redundant 
phone boxes are widely 
used in rural area for such 
purposes. There is one at 
Northney, Hayling Island 
which describes itself as 
the Northney Information 
Point.

Emsworth Library is now 
open with reduced hours
As from 8 July Emsworth Library is now 
open to the public but initially only on 
Tuesday and Fridays from 10 a.m – 1 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

Emsworth 
Librarian 
Lindsay is ready 
to welcome you 
back



Page 8          www.emsworth.org.uk  Summer 2020

Environment

New campaign for cycle lanes in Emsworth
Words and pictures by Andrew Gould, Chichester Cycle Forum

I have joined a campaign group to get a dedicated cycle route from Emsworth to Chichester. 
This multi-million pound project has recently been approved by Highways England this 
summer. The aim is to complete the missing link so that there are safe, continuous and direct 
cycle lanes all the way from Portsmouth to Chichester. 

Yet Havant Borough Council (HBC) are busy destroying cycle 
lanes in Emsworth. They are making it impossible to achieve a 
cycle route that is continuous and direct by effectively cutting 
the link on the Havant Road. The recent changes at Selangor 
Avenue on the main road into Emsworth means that cyclists 
can no longer travel safely. The cycle lane has been cut and the 
road narrowed. There is now a one foot gap between passing 
lorries and the kerb. There used to be a perfectly good cycle 
lane here. Before the recent changes, cyclists going straight 
on would have priority over cars turning left into Selangor 
Avenue and could carry straight on in their own dedicated 
cycle lane.

Cyclists going straight on now have to swerve into the traffic 
in the middle of road slowing everyone down and risking an 
accident. This is madness. Councillor Tim Pike, the cabinet lead 
on planning for HBC, has been asked about this this potential 
accident blackspot, but his planning team have yet to respond.

Further up the road at Saxon Corner a similar thing has hap-
pened. There used to be a dedicated cycle lane going alongside 
the main road. This cycle lane has now been cut so that cyclists 
now have to stop and give way to cars turning into the new 
estate. This makes the journey more dangerous for cyclists 

going straight along the main road as there is no longer a cycle 
lane for that short section.

Once again the developers are running rings round Cllr. Tim 
Pike and his team of planners at HBC by giving priority to cars 
turning into their new housing development, all done at the 
expense of cyclists. On the West section opposite, they have 
created what must be the world’s thinnest cycle lane at three 
inches wide.

They have destroyed a perfectly good cycle lane going 
alongside the main road. This cycle lane is clearly marked as a 
key route on HBC local cycling and walking plan. You will now 
have to cross the road here rather than further up, without 
any traffic calming measures to slow the traffic and let cy-
clists turn right. Instead you will have to get off the road and 
wait. Plainly the planners don’t cycle, or they would realise 
that cyclists won’t do this, but will carry on up the narrowed 
main road until they find a gap in the traffic at some random 
point. By making the cycle lane on one side of the road only, 
all priority is being given to cars. 

What a contrast this is with the Netherlands where cars 
have to give way to cyclists at junctions and they have their 
own dedicated cycle lanes. The Dutch cycle lanes are not aimed 

at the lycra brigade or people out for a leisure ride. They are 
part of an integrated transport scheme. 

Every new cyclist takes a car off the road and reduces 
congestion for all. Can we please have something like this in 
Emsworth? www.facebook.com/chichestercycleforum/

What a contrast this is with 
the Netherlands where cars 
have to give way to cyclists at 
junctions and they have their 
own dedicated cycle lanes. 

Cycling in Emsworth

This used to be 
a continuous 
cycle lane The world’s 

smallest cycle 
lane?

Bikes have 
priority over cars 
turning left

Bikes now have 
to give way to 
cars

Road narrowed here!

www.facebook.com/chichestercycleforum/

The recent changes at 
Selangor Avenue on the 
main road into Emsworth 
means that cyclists can no 
longer travel safely.

www.springfieldnursing.co.uk

• Nursing and Residential Care       
• Convalescent, respite and 

long term stay available

Springfield: 01243 372445Prinsted: 01243 372024

a warm welcome  
awaits you

Springfield has two family run 
care homes, located in Emsworth 
and Prinsted. We are dedicated 
to making every day an enjoyable 
and rewarding one creating a 
happy, comfortable environment 
for each individual.

Lloyds Tree SurgeryLloyds Tree Surgery
Your local tree experts

All aspects of tree 
surgery and hedge cutting 

undertaken
Call Lloyd today for 

a free quote
07711 653401 
01243 389168

Council Approved | Fully Insured | NPTC qualified

info@lloydstreesurgery.com
www.lloydstreesurgery.com

R.C. Decorators

01243 372337
07771 628188

Domestic & Commercial • All work guaranteed
Established 28 Years

Repair Care International  
Special Contractor

Wallpapering • Painting
Decorating (internal & external)

General Maintenance
Restoration
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Environment
Murder, Mayhem and 
Mindfulness 
Words and pictures by Lindsay Jerome

I hope all of you have managed to stay well, 
mentally as well as physically, and survive the 
lockdown. My garden has been my saviour. 
Although it is small, it has so much to offer. 
The birds and bees have been happy. The birds 
have all been taking advantage of my birdbath 
in the warm weather, so much so that I had to 
provide another one in the form of a huge plas-
tic flowerpot saucer which they have appreci-
ated. Perhaps my Japanese temple lantern has 
inspired them to look on the birdbaths as an 
onsen (Japanese hot spring communal bath). I 
have witnessed a house sparrow bathing with 
a starling and a huge pigeon in one bath whilst 

a tiny blue tit was in the other one. The house 
sparrows and starlings frequently bathe with 
their own kind in groups of two or three.

Blue tits are nesting for a second year in the 
bird brickhouse at the rear of my house, spar-
rows first-time residents in the front one, and 
blackbirds first-time ever nested in mature ivy 
on a pergola over my pond. It’s been fascinat-
ing to watch all the comings and goings. I saw 
a blackbird carrying loads of worms in his beak 
to the nest and heard tweeting chicks on one 
day. The following day, I was away from home 
for a couple of hours at most - my first trip out 
to the shops in two weeks - and, on my return, 
a magpie was lording it on the pergola while 
the blackbird parents were going crazy flying 
around and around making a racket. 

I shooed away the magpie and the blackbirds 
were quite happy to let me stand close to them 

while they scanned the sky for the magpie 
returning, another blackbird couple joined in, 
more frantic flying and noises when the mag-
pie tried to return - it was very traumatic..... 
and I can only imagine the worst happened 
as my blackbird parents never came back to 
the nest after that day. Murder and mayhem 
in my garden - the two magpies lurk on our 
rooftops like vultures and I hate them with a 
vengeance now.

Luckily, my garden is usually an oasis of 
tranquillity and I enjoyed the pink blossom of 
my Japanese cherry tree Prunus ‘Pink Shell’ 
and the catkins of Stachyurus chinensis which 

a Comma butterfly kept visiting, as well as 
the fragrant pale yellow flowers of my broom 
(Cytisus) - all in such profusion. And now my 
clematises, mock orange (Philadelphus cor-
onarius ‘Aureus’), roses and miniature lilac 
(Syringa microphylla) are all in bud - fragranc-
es and colours I look forward to. 

Next will be the Hebe by my bird table - the 
birds find shelter in it whilst digesting food or 
drying off from the birdbaths, even using the 
dead flowerheads as loofahs in the birdbaths, 
and the bees love the flowers. So much to see 
and so much time at the moment to concen-
trate on the small things - using mindfulness 
to engage with whatever is happening in the 
present moment. I was lying on my patio, sun-
bathing, and was entertained by the activities 
of a few ants. One was dragging a heavy load 
backwards (looked like some debris) and I 
couldn’t resist placing a tiny bit of twig in his 
way, he stepped backwards over it undeterred 
and then came to a groove between paving 
slabs and just dropped it in. Is that their re-
fuse area? One could spend ages making an 
obstacle course for ants. 

Remember next time you are in your garden 
or out walking, look around you, keep your 
eyes and ears open, and you may catch a once-
in-a-lifetime experience. 

Nitrates and the 
Chichester Harbour AONB
Words and picture by SOSCA

The Coronavirus emergency 
has impacted upon the way 
our local government is trying 
to implement the Local Plan. 
The SOSCA Alliance has been 
concentrating on several 
important issues, all of which 
will have a huge impact upon the 
whole of the Coastal Plain. 

One of these is the growing presence of ni-
trates in the Harbour. The experience of the 
case brought by Havant is being studied by 
us to help us understand the legal challenges. 
Our research shows that the Waste Water 
Treatment Centres (WWTC) for Chichester 
Harbour are already at full capacity and 
only these centres have any kind of nitrate 
screening systems. They have to deal with a 
network of sewer pipes, pumping stations, 
and Combined Sewer Outfalls (CSO). 

When there are storms or high tides the 
waste spills directly into the Harbour adding 
more nutrients that pose a significant threat 
to water quality. This results in a biologi-
cal degradation through what is termed as 
“Eutrophication”or “hypertrophication”. This 
is when a body of water becomes overly 
enriched with minerals and nutrients which 
induce excessive growth of algae (see photo). 
This process may result in oxygen depletion of 
the water body. This was identified as a major 
influence in the Solent that creates an algal 
growth that chokes lee shores, and intertidal 
mudflats. 

As well as being an AONB (Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty) Chichester 
Harbour also has various internationally rec-
ognised and accredited designations. These 
are as follows: Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), Special Protection Area (SPA), Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC) and a Ramsar site. 
(A Ramsar site is a wetland site designated 
to be of international importance under the 
Ramsar Convention.)

Of particular importance in this case is the 
designation of it being an SSSI. The Harbour’s 

intertidal area of mudflats, saltmarsh, grass-
lands, dunes and shingle are all recognised 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 
1981 and create a network of zones leading to 
the greatest value to wildlife and geological 
conservation. 

This very special fragile environment is 
therefore already under threat from the 
modern world endangering even further one 
of the most valuable habitats for wildlife in 
Southeast England. 

The huge numbers of housing that have 
been allotted to this part of the country from 
Westminster seem to bear no importance to 
this impending ecological disaster and pays lit-
tle attention to the effects of climate change. 

In an enlightened world there should be no 
need for an action group such as SOSCA but 
sadly that is not the case. Natural England 
has downgraded the SSSI of The Chichester 
Harbour – that is why we exist. 

www.sosca.org.uk

Consistantly 
excellent 
ratings

WELCOME BACK FOR
REAL INDIAN CUSINE - PAIRED WITH FINE INDIAN WINES

Eat 
in or Take 

Away
Lunch 11am-2:30pm

Dinner 5-10pm
Closed Sunday

- Traditional Indian
- Goan Specialities
- Vegan & Vegetarian

Please visit www.royaldarbar.co.uk  
for our exciting ethnic menu

Call 01243 430095 / 07976 276 216 to book

Serving freshly cooked food in an  
hygenic environment

Best Restaurant Winner in the 
Havant Small Business Awards

When there are storms or 
high tides the waste spills 
directly into the Harbour 
adding more nutrients 
that pose a significant 
threat to water quality. 

I enjoyed the 
pink blossom 
of my Japanese 
cherry tree Prunus 
‘Pink Shell’ and 
the catkins of 
Stachyurus 
chinensis which a 
Comma butterfly 
kept visiting
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OPEN DAY 

5th August from 10am-3pm 
Please contact us to book an appointment 

to view the nursery 
18 months – 4 years 

15 & 30 hrs funding available 
01243 388879 

manager@thorneyislandnursery.co.uk 
www.thorneyislandnursery.co.uk 

 
 

Thorney Island Nursery 

KR JENKINS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Landscaping
• Fencing
• Decking
• Decorating

• Re-pointing
• Roof Repairs
• Drainage
• Brickwork

Supply and Fix or Labour Only

FREE ESTIMATE
023 9247 4271
28 years’ experience

Insured
Licensed carrier

KR
JENKINS

into your home

Bring some

T: 02392 466007
E: enquiries@aqua-ltd.co.uk
www.aqua-ltd.co.uk

Visit our showroom: 
18 Elm Grove, Hayling Island, Hampshire, PO11 9EF

If your dark, old bathroom is dragging you 
down, then change it for one that will leave you 
feeling fresh, clean and bright as a summer’s day.

Whatever your budget and ideas, our talented 
team will create and install a beautiful bathroom 

that will make you smile for years to come.

Call us today.

Warblington Castle Farm 
Words by Ann Buckley (Co-ordinator, HBRA) 

Havant Borough Residents’ Alliance (HBRA) is 
concerned about the Cabinet decision on 3 June 
regarding a land transaction changing the lease 
on Warblington Castle Farm. This land is in Havant 
Borough Council ownership. A nature reserve 
would be created and this would then provide 
mitigation so that other land in the borough could 
be developed and considered ‘nutrient neutral.’ 

The whole process has been shrouded in se-
crecy. HBRA members have been excluded 
from meetings and had no access, before the 
Cabinet meeting, to the committee report. All 
over the Borough high grade agricultural land 
is being lost to housing development at a time 
when local food production has become even 
more important. 

Currently because of the nutrient pollution 
in both Langstone and Chichester harbours, 
the only planning applications for housing that 
can be approved are for farmland; on the basis 
that this will reduce the polluting nutrients 
coming from farms ending up in the harbours. 

The nature reserve sounds like a nice local 
facility. However, many environmentalists 
feel that the land would not provide sufficient 
replacement habitat for the important feeding 
sites that will be lost in other parts of the bor-
ough. A good example is Campdown, the site 
where Curlew feed, part of the beautiful green 
area, south of Southdowns’ College. 

HBRA is also concerned that the sea wall 
next to the proposed feeding site is damaged 
and the area could be inundated by sea water 
in the future. We don’t know if the dairy will 
continue and there is no consideration of the 
benefit of a local authority lease for a young 
tenant farmer. 

For more than a decade there have been 
serious water quality issues in our harbours. 
Despite drawing this to the attention of the 
Council not nearly enough has been done to 
pressure Southern Water to remedy this. The 
policy will likely cause the further loss of green 
space in towns like Emsworth. Perversely, it 
incentivises greenfield development over 
much needed housing and redevelopment in 
Havant’s urban areas.

(Editor: The Ems invited Havant Borough Council to respond to the article by Ann Buckley)

Cllr Lulu Bowerman in response has 
this update: 
“Havant Borough Council is committed to our 
regeneration agenda, pursuing the development and 
improvement of our town centres in particular and 
other brownfield sites. The implications of the case 
law mean that this isn’t possible without a solution 
to the nutrients issue. If we don’t find a solution 

then this strengthens the hand of developers pursuing greenfield sites 
and those which would not be suitable and we haven’t included in the 
Local Plan which concerns me a great deal.

“I’m really pleased that a solution is possible 
in the borough and we’ve been working with 
Natural England on this. We’ll always be as 
open and transparent as we can be – we 
were the first local authority to publish a 
clear position statement about it – but when 
there are commercially confidential matters 
around finances then this simply isn’t possible. 
Unfortunately, because this is a commercially 
sensitive legal transaction we cannot say any more about this at this 
stage but as soon as we can we will make all the information public 
and it will be on our website: www.havant.gov.uk/nitrogen

(Editors’s note) 
There is a new chapter on Warblington Farm in Appendix A of the pre-submission version of the 
Havant Borough Council Local Plan

Environment

Hampshire Recycling Centres are now 
bookings only
A new booking system for Hampshire’s 
Household Waste Recycling Centres 
(HWRCs) took effect from Monday 15 June, 
with residents able to book at 30-minute 
slot. From 15 June, all HWRCs will revert 
to their normal summer opening hours 
of 9 a.m. until 6 p.m., seven days a week. 
Anyone wishing to visit a site will need to 
book a slot in advance. People will be able 
to book a 30-minute slot up to 48 hours in 
advance. Bookings can be made online at: 
www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/
recyclingcentres/book-appointment

Telephone bookings, for those without 

access to the online system, can be made by 
calling 023 8017 9949. Anyone wishing to 
book a slot will need to provide their name, 
car registration and, for online bookings, an 
email address. Bookings will be limited to 
one slot per household per week. Hampshire 
sites are for the use of Hampshire residents 
only. 

If you live in West Sussex (Hermitage, 
Lumley, Westbourne, Southbourne, etc) you 
must use the West Sussex Recycling Centre 
at Westhampnett Lane, Chichester.
www.recycleforwestsussex.org/
recycling-sites

The new nature reserve could replace 
feeding sites such as Campdown, 
the site where Curlew feed, part of 
the beautiful green area, south of 
Southdowns’ College
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Free Carbon-Busting trees for 
Communities and Schools
Words by Malinda Griffin

What is one of our most powerful weapon in 
the challenge of Climate Crisis? Trees, the ulti-
mate carbon capture and storage ‘machines’. 
The entire woodland ecosystem plays a part 
in this, including roots, leaves, deadwood and 
surrounding soils.

The Woodland Trust is currently taking ap-
plications for free trees, which will delivered 
for the 2020/21 planting season which starts 
in November for 4 months.

Most of these trees are very young, known as 
“whips” they are usually no more than 50cms 
tall. These young trees have the best chance of 
flourishing, and though taller “standards” are 
more instantly satisfying, they suffer more 
stress from transplanting.

All young trees will need careful nurturing 
for at least three years after planting: wa-
tering during hot, dry weather, nulching and 
weeding. Different trees need different con-
ditions and suit different needs.

The Woodland Trust offers themed tree 
packs to help you decide what’s best for the 
plot you have in mind. Choose from a range 
including e.g.;
• “Copse” a mix of 30 tree species to make 

an mini forest oasis for birds and people to 
enjoy (silver birch, rowan and wild cherry),

• “Hedge” with enough trees to plant 6-8me-
tres in double rows for wildlife and other 
interesting species (dog rose, hawthorn, 

hazel, crabapple and dogwood)
• “Urban Trees” a 15 tree pack including cra-

bapple, rowan and hazel to enhance resi-
dential areas with limited communal space.
and “Wildwood” for exposed sites and to dry 
up wet areas (goat willow, holly and downy 
birch)

More information and the application 
form for November delivery is available at 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/

schools-and-communities/

New trees for Emsworth
Words by Brendan Gibb-Gray, Emsworth Tree Wardens.

Whilst our minds have been 
consumed by matter relating to 
Covid19 one of the implications 
of the virus has been stress 
on newly planted street trees, 
with many gasping for water 
during the unusually hot and dry 
weather, that coincided with 
lockdown on the economy and 
government restrictions.
Teams from Hampshire Highways [HHs] man-
aged to plant an additional 20 new highway 
trees in and around Emsworth before the lock-
down began and then asked us to enlist the 
aid of residents to ensure the trees received 
adequate water during the spell of recent hot 
weather. New trees were planted in Birch Tree 
Way, Warblington Road, Bosmere Gardens 
and Nore Farm Avenue. We are delighted to 
say that many close neighbours to the trees 
have answered the call to water thereby re-
ducing the possibility of losing them through 
lack of water during the hot summer. It is also 
important to remember that as HHs have a 
reduced watering programme in the county 
as a result of Covid19 all highway trees near 
you will benefit from the occasional bucket of 
water during the next few months of warm/
dry weather-even those that are mature and 
appear to be well.

A big thank you to all those residents who 
are caring for the many beautiful trees that 
contribute substantially to the Emsworth en-
vironment, we hope to continue our planting 
programme with Hampshire Highways during 
the coming Autumn. If you have suggested 
locations for new trees-maybe where a tree 
has been felled/damaged or an entirely new 
site do please do let us know. 
brendan.gibbgray@talktalk.net

Environment

Residents in Bosmere Gardens have helped water the 
newly planted trees

There’s more to the Emsworth Delicatessen than meets the 
eye! 

Not only are we stockists of speciality cheese, charcuterie 
and delicious deli products, freshly prepared lunches and 
espresso coffee, we’re experienced caterers too.  

From weddings to wakes, parties to plated meals, canapes to 
christenings we can cater for your special event.  

We’ll deliver the service you expect at a price you can afford! 

www.emsworthdeli.co.uk – 01243 389181 – info@emsworthdeli.co.uk 

Emsworth Delicatessen, 1a West Street, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7DU 

Belcher Frost
SOLICITORS | EMSWORTH

To discuss whether an LPA might benefit 
you or any of our other services, please 

contact us on 01243 377231 or  
enquiries@belcherfrost.co.uk.

To ensure the wellbeing and safety of all, 
we are following Government guidelines. 
We offer prearranged appointments in the 
office with appropriate safety or can meet 
via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime or arrange a 

non-contact home visits.

A Lasting Power 
of Attorney allows 
you to appoint 
one or more 
people, (called 
“Attorneys”) to 
deal with your 
finances, health and business, should 
the need arise.

There are three types of Lasting Power of 
Attorney:

Property and Financial – Your Attorneys 
can pay bills, sign cheques, deal with all 
documents relating to investments and 
buy and sell property and so forth.

Health and Welfare – Your Attorneys can 
decide if specified medical treatment is 
to be carried out, what type of care you 
receive and who provides it, where you 
live, who visits you, and even down to the 
day-to-day decisions such as what you eat 
and wear.

Business – Your Attorneys can take on 
your management functions to make 
decisions and maintain continuity, if you 
were to have an accident or become 
incapable. 

What is a Lasting Power of Attorney and 
do I need one?

www.belcherfrost.com
3 West Street, Emsworth

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is 
extremely useful to ensure that someone 
can make decisions on your behalf, 
should you lose the ability to make the 
everyday important decisions in life. It 
avoids the costs and delay of someone 
(and not necessarily someone you would 
have chosen) applying to Court for a 
Deputy to be appointed to take over your 
affairs and make decisions on your behalf. 
A Lasting Power of Attorney also allows 
your Attorneys to assist you whilst you 
still have capacity, for example, with your 
consent, your Attorney can pay bills on 
your behalf. 

It is never too early to put an LPA in place 
and it will allow you to have the peace of 
mind that people you trust will be able to 
make decisions for you. We would be very 
pleased to assist you with your LPAs - we 
now offer a variety of meetings options.
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Please contact me if 
there’s anything I can help 
with, or you want to invite 
me to a community event. 

Visit my website for 
surgery details.

By post

House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA

t:  023 9241 5620
w:  AlanMak.org.uk
e:  Alan.Mak.MP@Parliament.UK

  @AlanMakMP
  fb.com/AlanMakHavant

Please visit my website to sign-up for my new residents’ email newsletter  
and details about my surgeries.

Serving the residents 
of Emsworth and the 
whole constituency

Member of Parliament for Havant

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, Building 6000, Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, Havant, PO9 1SA.  Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD.

CONTACT ALAN

ALAN MAK MP
YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Community
The Friends
Words by Reg Harnett

The Trustees of The Friends of Emsworth Community Health 
(“The Friends”), made a decision to offer support last year to 
the new doctors’ surgery by providing fixtures and fittings in 
the newly refurbished hospital. 

We are committed to give funding up to £65,000, and this 
has influenced our ability to provide grants to health and 
wellbeing organisations in and around Emsworth – our core 
function. Notwithstanding that, we felt these organisations 
would be facing difficulty in attracting funds in these covid 
affected times and we must support well planned and needy 
requests. Thus, our level of grants, already given out this year, 
approaches nearly £20,000, but lower than previous years. 
Many of the groups we have historically supported were again 
beneficiaries, but this year, additionally, we are supporting the 
YMCA in their efforts in helping the young people of Emsworth, 
where we see a need.

The Garden owned by the Friends, adjacent to the hospital, 
is looking in good order, with the new trees adding maturity, 
as well as the new flower beds. 

Sadly, the pandemic has curtailed the use of the garden by 
local groups, but we are hoping members of the community 
can benefit from the open space, but in line with government 
guidelines during the summer months. The contact for using 
the garden is Lyn Unsworth, a welcome new trustee, and Lyn 
can be contacted on 07919 161571, or FECHgarden@gmail.com, 
and via the Friends’ website at www.friendsofemsworthcom-
munityhealth.co.uk

We have around 100 members supporting us and the work 
we are doing, but as ever would welcome new (or returning) 
members. The membership fee is £5 per annum, and if you 
would like to join us you can contact myself on (01243) 372274, 
or Irene Craig, our Secretary on (01243) 378635

Emsworth Good Neighbours
Words by Sue Ingram, Chair, Emsworth Good Neighbours

Alongside many volunteers from our lovely community of 
Emsworth, Emsworth Good Neighbours has been pleased 
to play its part in helping the more vulnerable members of 
our community during the Covid19 outbreak. Having been 
established and working in our neighbourhood since 1997, 
we were well placed to be a focus for advice and help. 

We have 140 or so residents on our books and have been 
able to help with shopping, collecting prescriptions and more 
recently, with some easing of the lockdown restrictions, taking 
clients to medical appointments. Strict guidelines for keeping 
both the client and volunteer have been met, of course, includ-
ing use of masks and sanitizer.

Early in the crisis we were contacted by people offering to 
join us and we were delighted and thankful to take up their 
offers. We could not have managed so well without them as 
many of our volunteers themselves were in the higher risk 
category. However this did not stop us keeping in contact by 
phone with our clients for a friendly chat. We were able to help 
new clients too, some following calls from anxious relatives 
living abroad or in other parts of the country worried about 
their elderly parents.

Much of our work in ‘normal times’ is taking residents to 
medical and social appointments. As we look ahead, we hope 
this will become our normal work again. We would love to hear 
from anyone who would like to join our team. A call to 01243 
430999 will put you in touch with us or visit our website, www.
emsworthgoodneighbours.org. 

Petrol expenses are re-imbursed and volunteers choose 
how often they are able to help. For residents needing help, 
the contact number is the same - 01243 430999.

Do you own a car?  
Do you have some time to give?

Then please join us:
Your neighbours will truly appreciate the help 
you give
You decide when you want to help
Give as much or as little time as you want

Mileage and parking expenses are paid

Please call 01243 430999  
for more details
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Weldrite Engineering 
Services

Station Garage
MOT Test Centre
Servicing & Repairs
Bosch Diagnostic 
Specialists

Credit cards accepted
Free local collection & delivery
Open 6 days a week from 8am

01243 375076
07747 844961 or 07762 01102

Back & neck problems
Sports injuries

Rehab after falls
Home visits

Acupuncture
Pilates

Call: Karen Laurie
01243 375150
079412 13488

www.emsworthphysio.co.uk

Professional, effective,  
hands-on treatment

Updates
Local Coronavirus deaths
Figures provided by ONS show that up to the 
end of May 2020 nine Emsworth residents had 
died of Coronavirus. In total 105 people died 
of Coronavirus in the Borough of Havant. Over 
the border in West Sussex eight coronavirus 
deaths were recorded for the Southbourne/
Bosham/Thorney area. 

Neighbours celebrate 100 year 
old resident in Victoria Road, 
Emsworth
Kathleen Hotham got a big surprise when her 
neighbours sang ‘Happy Birthday’ outside her 
home in Victoria Road, Emsworth. After her 
100th birthday party was cancelled because 
of COVID-19, her neighbours decided to make 
up for it with their own surprise song outside 
her window. “Kathleen has been such a good 
friend and neighbour that we decided to 
brighten up her day by wishing her a happy 
birthday and still keep to social distancing 
rules” said Jill Littleton her next door neigh-
bour in Emsworth. (John Tweddell) 

Mayor to continue in her role
The annual Mayor Making ceremony at Havant 
Borough Council has been postponed due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. Social distancing 
requirements currently mean the meeting 
cannot take place and will be rescheduled for 
when it is safe to do so. The Mayor, Cllr Diana 
Patrick and Deputy Mayor, Prad Bains will 
remain in their current roles until this can be 
done.

Emsworth Beer Festival 
postponed
The Fifth Emsworth Beer Festival will not be 
taking place in September, as previously ad-
vertised. Wemsfest, who are the organisers 
have provisionally rescheduled the event for 
26 - 28 February 2021. 

Verity’s Gift Challenge
The 3 Peaks challenge is raising funds for the 
Verity’s Gift charity, who want to replace play 
equipment in Emsworth Recreation Ground. 
The participants aim to cycle to and climb Ben 
Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowden. The event has 
been rescheduled for 14-16 August 2020. The 
challenge is being organised by fitness coach 
Topsy Turner who runs Innovations Fitness. 
(see The Ems Spring 2020) www.facebook.
com/veritysgift/

Change on the radio
Local FM stations Sam FM, South Coast (106 
MHz) and Spirit FM, Chichester (96.6 MHz) have 
been rebranded as Greatest Hits. The Breeze, 
Portsmouth (107.4 MHz) has been rebranded 
as Hits Radio. These changes are a result of 
the stations being acquired by global media 
group, Bauer. Alternatively if you are tired of 
bland pop music try these local stations; Angel 
Radio (89.3 MHz) which is a nostalgia station 
or The Flash on Air (104.3 MHz) which plays 
classic rock. 

Wemsfest
Emsworth-based arts organisation WemsFest 
have announced that in March 2021 they 
would like to galvanise the whole community 
to support Comic Relief. They have set a target 
of £25,000 by ‘being funny for money’ over a 
whole weekend and hope to beat the £15,000 
raised in 2015 when Emsworth officially be-
came The World’s First Ever Red Nose Town. 

Enterprising youngsters raise over 
£1,000 for NHS Charities
Megan Edgington 
and her best friend 
Ailsa Fishwick have 
raised over £1,000 
for NHS Charities 
from the sale of 
their rainbow brace-
lets and a high street 
sale outside PO10. 
When nine year old 
Megan was given a 
bracelet making kit 
for her birthday, the 
first project was a 
rainbow friendship 
bracelet. Her mum 
Lisa (partner in PO10 
Lifestyle shop in Emsworth) commented that 
it was like the NHS poster and Megan decid-
ed to make and sell bracelets for the NHS 
Charities. 

The bracelets be-
gan selling like hot-
cakes so Ailsa (aged 
ten) was enlisted 
to help Megan and 
buyers were even 
offered a choice of 
charms. Between 
them they have 
raised over £800 
from the brace-
let sales to people 
as far as the Isle of 
Man and Scotland. 
This was topped up 
by over £200 when 
they set up a stall 

outside PO10 to sell their bracelets, hand-
made soaps and keyrings, and sales of the 
bracelets continue. 
Nicola Hammond

Community

Megan in orange, Ailsa and their little sisters

Salute the bin men

Amongst the many unsung heroes of the 
Coronavirus emergency are our bin men. 
When the lockdown started HBC stated that 
they may have to suspend collections of re-
cycling and garden waste. However not a sin-
gle collection was missed and normal service 
continued throughout these troubled times. 

Havant Borough Council’s Councillor Gary 
Hughes, said: 
“as the Cabinet Lead for Business and 
Commercial Services, which includes the 
front line services provided by Norse South 
East (NSE), I have been thoroughly impressed 
at the ‘can do, will do’ attitude of the crews 

who have continued 
to deliver what many 
consider essential 
services to our 
residents. I am reg-
ularly contacted by 
residents and fellow 
councillors who voice 
their appreciation of 
the work undertaken 
on their behalf by all of the NSE staff. I hope 
residents do their bit to assist us by recycling 
the correct item into their recycling bins 
and avoid contamination. Putting items in 
your recycling bin that cannot be recycled, 
contamination, will bring additional costs to 
Havant Borough and to our residents.”

Neighbours celebrated Kathleen’s 100th birthday while 
she watched from her window in Victoria Road
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7A HIGH STREET
EMSWORTH PO10 7AQ

Find out more at www.italladdsup.co.uk

Ring Chris Dyer-Smith, F.C.A.
on Emsworth 37703701243 576563

Community

Emsworth Community 
Centre - The Future
Words by Dwynwen Stepien, Emsworth Community Association 

The Trustees would you like to say thank you 
for the continued support of members and 
users of the Centre during this difficult time.

Will the centre still be financially viable?
The Trustees have continued to meet with 
financial security being an important feature 
of our discussions. We are grateful for the 
business grant from Havant Borough Council 
and the funding from the government to ena-
ble us to furlough our employees. Although we 
have lost significant funding, we are in a stable 
financial state.

When will the centre be opening?
We have set up a Covid-19 Recovery Sub-Group 
who have been poring over government guid-
ance and linking with other Hampshire cen-
tres as well as contacting all our user groups. 
Legally we could have opened on 6 July but 
the guidance is not specific about what will 
be allowed to run in the Centre. Therefore, we 
are planning to spend August and September 
making sure the Trustees and user groups 
have risk assessments in place.

Our opening date will be 5 October. 
We want to reduce risk as much as we can 
without affecting the enjoyment of everyone 
who comes to the centre. In the meantime if 
any groups would like to meet outdoors in the 
Emsworth Hospital Garden please contact Lyn 
Unsworth. gg.lynunsworth@gmail.com

What will be different when the centre 
re-opens?
Social distancing will determine how many 
people can attend each group. At two metres 
numbers will reduce to about 1/4 for many 
activities, but this might change by October. 
There will probably be one-way systems; hand 
sanitisers; more time between classes to re-
duce congestion; a card reader to reduce the 
handling of cash.

How can the community help? 
The Community Association exists to promote 
health and well-being of residents. On a busy 
week there are can be 80 activities with more 
than 1,000 participants. 

We think this is an exciting time to bring in 

additional Trustees to help us take on new 
challenges. We are looking to do this at our 
AGM in September.

Membership 
We want to continue to grow our membership. 
We want a new IT based system to streamline 
our administration as well as look at growing 
the benefits for our members. Are you IT liter-
ate, interested in helping growing our mem-
bership base?

Marketing and Fundraising 
It is time to improve our marketing, as well as 
offering support to current and future user 
groups in developing their activities. Now we 
own our building there may be opportunities 
to increase its flexibility, in any case we will 
need to do some fundraising. Do you have the 
skills and experience to help us improve our 
marketing, can you support the Trustees in 
raising funds?

Social and Community Activities
The Centre runs its own table tennis groups, 
quizzes, etc. The centre may also house the 
library in order to save it from closure. Are you 
passionate about community run groups and 
in bringing in a more diverse range of activities 
and interests? 

Please contact Jill Millar info@
emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk for 
further information about these roles

New Southbourne 
Parish Council Chair 
Words by Cllr Jonathan Brown

The middle of the Covid-19 lockdown was a 
strange time to have been elected the new 
Chairman of Southbourne Parish Council. 
We have become quite experienced at con-
ducting meetings remotely, and supporting 
the local community continues to be our first 
priority. 

We have been coordinating support 
through the ‘Community Connections’ 
scheme and have been inundated with offers 
of help. We match volunteers with vulnera-
ble residents who need assistance with food 
shopping, collecting prescriptions, dog walk-
ing or accessing puzzles and books through 
the Community Library. The Council offers its 
most heartfelt thanks to all of you who have 
volunteered. I realise that The Ems doesn’t 
reach all residents of Southbourne Parish 
and that many of you reading this will be over 
the border in Hampshire, but it truly is a priv-
ilege to live in such a supportive community.

Attention now is turning to the future, as 
lockdown eases and the impact on local busi-
nesses, services and people’s mental health 
becomes clearer. While many of us have been 
enjoying quieter roads and seeing the wildlife 
flourish, protecting our local environment as 
the economy (hopefully) picks up is going to 
be a real challenge for us all.

We look forward to continuing newly 
-strengthened contacts and partnerships 
with local community groups and or-
ganisations including: Age Concern, the 
Bourne Community College, Southbourne 
Surgery, St. John’s Church, Tuppenny Barn, 
Southbourne Women’s Institute and others. 
We are also hoping Community Connections 
will evolve into a longer-term volunteer 
scheme.

We will be drawing up a Business Plan 
setting out the short, medium and long term 
goals we are seeking to realise on behalf 
of residents. In the coming weeks, howev-
er, our focus will be on advancing the new 
Southbourne Parish Neighbourhood Plan, 
which covers Hermitage and Lumley. 

Many residents will be aware that two high-
ly inappropriate planning permissions were 
granted at appeal for 34 and 199 dwellings at 
Breach Avenue and Cook’s Lane respective-
ly. In both cases the Inspector overrode the 
objections of the community, District Council 
and our current Neighbourhood Plan. There 
is an urgent need to update and strengthen 
it. Doing so will be difficult and will involve 
some painful compromises, but it is our most 
likely means of clawing back some measure 
of control over future development.

Jonathan Brown, Chair and Lyn Hicks, Vice-Chair at Southbourne Parish Council



Summer 2020     The Ems – Newspaper of the Emsworth Residents’ Association Page 15

Community

For a free initial consultation call  
0800 980 4136

Independent Financial Solutions is the trading name of DMJ Associates. 
DMJ Associates is an appointed representative of Adviser Business Solutions Ltd. 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Address: Unit 
2-2A The Old Flour Mill, Queen Street, Hampshire, PO10 7BT.

Looking after individuals, companies 
and trustees for over 30 years. Providing 

professional independent advice on:

Mortgages1

Pension Advice
Estate Planning2

Life Assurance
Equity Release3

Investment Advice
Risk Warnings
1. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.
2. The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Estate Planning.
3. This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised 
illustration.
It is important to note that the value of investments can fall as well as rise. You may not 
get back what you invest.

EMSWORTH 
BUILDERS

ESTABLISHED 1977

We pride ourselves on our quality.  
All general building work.

EXTENSIONS
LOFT CONVERSIONS

DECORATING
You’ve tried the rest NOW deal with the best!

01243 371989
28 HIGH STREET,  

EMSWORTH

Happy, Healthy Feet  
@ Hewitt’s!

Peter Adams DiP. FH MCFHP / MAFHP
Emsworth based with 25 years experience

A fabulous nail filing and cutting 
service to keep your feet in  

tip-top condition

Tel: 07505 406 261
Every 

Monday from 
10:30am
£18 per 
session, 

other 
services  
from £28

Specialist 
in 

diabetic 
foot 

health

Thorney Primary stays open 
Words and picture by Karen Moody (Assistant Headteacher)

Thorney Island Primary has remained open during the Covid 19 
pandemic for our ‘Key Workers’ children during the current crisis. 
There has been a regular rota of teaching staff working with the 
children during these difficult times. At Thorney we have felt it 
important that the children were kept safe and happy and as such have 
provided a wide range of activities to engage our children ranging in 
ages from four years old to eleven.

Every day, after hand washing, the children 
and staff have been enjoying a workout with 
Joe Wicks (online fitness coach) or some child 
friendly yoga. Then depending on numbers 
they have either worked as a class or split into 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. We are lucky to 
have amazing school grounds. Many of our 
activities have been based outside, such as 
planting vegetables and wild flowers in the 
allotment, a mini–beast hunt, building crea-
ture habitats, a tree survey and handling quail 
chicks. The children have also become ace hula 
hoopers and learnt how to play Tchoukball.

Inside the classrooms, after more handwash-
ing, the children have developed their crafting 
skills with Hama beads, soap making, sewing, 
painting, clay modelling, baking and making 
rainbows in a variety of ways. Alongside this 
the children in school have been supported to 
access their on line work set by their teachers. 
Sienna (aged 8) said, “It has been quite good 
having the field and the school to ourselves 
and working with the different teachers but I 
don’t like it that I don’t get to see my friends. I 
can’t wait to see my friends again.”

It has been a difficult time for everyone, but 
Thorney Island School would like to thank the 
support they have received from our parents, 
the unfailing cheerfulness of the ‘Key Workers’ 
children and the dedication of all the staff and 
governors.

Schools, Education & Youth
Emsworth Primary School
Words and picture by Kate Fripp, Headteacher 

The Prime Minister’s announcement on 
Wednesday 18 March changed our school in so 
many ways. Staff and parents listened to how 
schools would only open to Key Workers’ chil-
dren, within a matter of days, producing emo-
tions ranging from anxiety to a sense of loss. 
By the following Monday we had created on-
line learning for all year groups, set up hygiene 
and safety measures for our environment and 
had some idea of the children who would be 
attending school. The logistics behind creating 
this in such a short time cannot be understated 
and my whole school team were incredible.

School then became a different place – chil-
dren of differing ages had to quickly form new 
relationships with each other and teaching 
staff, as not all could be at work. Fortunately, 
the weather was amazing and, with our fantas-
tic grounds, we all spent a lot of time outdoors, 
enjoying collaborative art and craft projects 
as well as the company of many of the staff’s 
dogs. Joe Wicks’ PE lessons and mid-morning 
toast became highlights of our new routine.

Staff worked hard throughout this time to 
check on the well-being of those not attending 
school -keeping in touch through our online 
learning platform, delivering school lunches 
and food hampers, regular emails and phone 
calls. A real highlight during this period was 
the support we received from the Emsworth 
community and local business –cakes, Easter 
Eggs, treats for the key workers’ children and 
our staff, facemasks, anti-bacterial hand gel 
and many, many messages of support.

As we’ve opened for more children a new 
state of school has been established – small 

group sizes, strict group separation, hygiene 
stations, zoned play areas and equipment. We 
have been amazed by how well the children 
have coped and their resilience in light of 
school being so different. 

We are also acutely aware that many chil-
dren will be struggling with being unable to 
return to school at the moment. We will con-
tinue to support them and we so look forward 
to welcoming our whole school population 
back soon.

Progress for Youth
Words by Rev Jo Northey

Following our successful Young People’s Day, 
(held on 18 February) the YMCA have been 
awarded further funding from Friends of 
Emsworth Community Health of £1,000 to 
run a follow up day.

The Community Land Trust has been suc-
cessful in securing £20,000 funding from 
Havant Borough Council (HBC) for a Feasibility 
Study to develop a childcare nursery, youth 
and community centre. This will be undertak-
en by the YMCA to explore the project in more 
detail. The feasibility of the site at Redlands 

Grange (north of Westbourne Road) will look 
at:
• Consultation with local people
• Possible building designs 
• Funding options for both capital and rev-

enue costs.
A project steering group has been set up 

to advise and steer the project. Membership 
is as follows: Sally Arscott, YMCA Fairthorne 
Group, Cllr Richard Kennett, HBC, Rev Jo 
Northey, St James Church and Emsworth 
Residents Association (ERA), Dwynwen 
Stepien and Ellie Turnbull, Emsworth 
Community Land Trust.

This month we’ve set up a Facebook page 
for the Redlands project. Sally from the YMCA 

is looking to get Instagram and Snapchat 
accounts set up, but we need to consider 
how to get young people involved with the 
project so that the page gets shared and 
young people engage. www.facebook.com/
YMCAEmsworth/

To join our mailing list please email: 
emsworth@ymca-fg.org 

Bourne School are really keen to work with 
us on this project and help establish a youth 
steering group. The You Trust are also keen 
to support and link their teenage mums pro-
gramme in. 

This might be easier to achieve once we can 
have some face to face contact again and can 
meet up with various groups. Learning DJ skills at a youth event

A real highlight during 
this period was the 
support we received 
from the Emsworth 
community and local 
business – cakes, treats 
..., and many, many 
messages of support
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Fine & Contemporary Art

Local artist Heather Bowring releases debut novel
By Nicola Hammond, Arts Correspondent

After nearly 20 years of painting pictures 
with artists materials, Emsworth resident 
Heather Bowring has moved on to painting 
pictures of people’s lives with words. Her de-
but novel, ‘The Painting in Room 48’ weaves 
the lives of patients assigned hospital room 
48 and their care assistant OIga, and explores 
their reactions to a surrealist painting on the 
wall entitled ‘Share my Dream’. 

Many of the characters have been wound-
ed by past events in their lives and the emo-
tional connection they have with the painting 
has a profound effect on them. Heather says 
“the novel revolves around my belief that 
the space between a painting and the viewer 
is filled with their own history. The book is 
about fate and second chances”. The novel is 
an absorbing read, partly due to Heather’s 
skill in making the reader empathise with the 
characters and also due to the unexpected 
twists and turns in their stories. 

She was inspired to paint ‘Share my Dream’ 
following a comment her six year old grand-
daughter made whilst walking in the woods. 
Having only begun painting in her forties (she 
is self-taught) Heather has been showing her 
work for quite some time, not only through 
the Emsworth Arts Trail but also at the V&A 
Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art in New York. 
She describes herself as a “storyteller art-

ist”. She says “I paint stories and create paint-
ings people can look at, then tell me what 
they can see and feel. The stories they have 
told over the years have fed my imagination 
and inspired me to create new paintings”. 

Inspired by a conversation with a blind lady 
who could no longer appreciate art, Heather 

began experimenting with fine plaster. She 
developed a method of painting in a relief 
style which could be touched and give the 
visually impaired a sensory experience. This 
led her to produce a series of tactile portraits 
entitled “I am not who you think I am” which 
included some prominent people. A hippy 
looking man with flowing grey hair once 
caught Heather’s eye at a conference and he 

turned out to be Kevin Carey, then chairman 
of the RNIB, who subsequently posed for her. 
She was also commissioned by the Mary Rose 
Museum in Portsmouth to make a tactile 
copy of a 16th century painting of the Mary 
Rose ship. 

Having done tactile paintings for 16 years, 
and with her first novel under her belt, 
Heather is now widening her skills by working 
with leather and gold leaf. Her current pro-
ject is a leather bound ‘artist’s book’ inspired 
by a carving Jane Austen’s brother did of her, 
with a gilded cover and Jane’s portrait inside. 

Words tumble out of Heather with her 
enthusiasm. She has a head full of ideas and 
there is no doubt her creative path will con-
tinue to evolve. 

Heather Bowring’s novel “The Painting 
in Room 48’ is available from Amazon in 
paperback (£7.99) and on Kindle (£1.99)

Heather Bowring with her debut novel ‘The Painting in Room 48’ and (right) her painting of the Mary Rose

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?
If you are infected you may 
have very minor symptoms, 
minor symptoms or more severe 
symptoms, but the NHS cites two 
key symptoms to look out for as:
n A new continuous cough
n A fever or high temperature
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF 
I HAVE EITHER OF THE  
ABOVE SYMPTOMS?
n Protect others - don’t call,  

or go to your GP
n  Protect others - don’t go to 

your local hospital
n  Visit the special NHS Online 

111 portal at 111.NHS.uk or call 
111 for further guidance.

HELP AND SUPPORT FOR RESIDENTS
The Government has announced 
wide ranging support for people and 
businesses impacted by COVID-19.  
We are committed to protecting our 
economy and helping those in need. 
If you are a resident in isolation and 
in need of help, please call one of the 
useful numbers on the useful numbers 
page of my website, and register on my 
website AlanMak.org.uk/IsolationHelp 
and we will pass on your details to 
relevant organisations that may be able 
to help.
 
FOR THE FULL RANGE OF 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PLEASE 
VISIT GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS
 

TESTING & TRACING
If you have symptoms, you can book 
a test. Visit:
ALANMAK.ORG/COVIDTEST

LOCAL HERO AWARDS SCHEME
Please nominate individuals, businesses, 
community groups and others who 
deserve recognition for their hard work 
responding to Coronavirus.
ALANMAK.ORG.UK/HEROAWARDS

Alan Mak
Member of Parliament 
for the Havant Constituency

ALAN MAKALAN MAK  MPMP Member of Parliament for Member of Parliament for 
the Havant Constituencythe Havant Constituency

C O R O N A V I R U S  I N F O R M A T I O N
FOR THE LATEST ADVICE AND INFORMATION VISIT ALANMAK.ORG.UK/COVID19, NHS.UK AND 111.NHS.UK

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA. Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, P010 7DD.

AlanMak.org.uk/COVID19    AlanMakHavant      @AlanMakMP    AlanMak.org.uk/CONTACT
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Quality Wines from Around the World 
to suit your budget

Open 10am - 5pm 
Monday - Saturday
10% discount off 6 or  
more mixed/unmixed

01243 698839 | thesolentwinex@gmail.com
6 Queen Street, Emsworth PO10 7BL

Still  
offering

FREE  
DELIVERY

Fine & Contemporary Art

Emsworth Artists Summer Exhibition cancelled 
but virtual exhibition launched
Words by Jan Copsey

The 2020 Summer Exhibition which was scheduled for August has 
been cancelled. Committee Members have had a long discussion 
about our Exhibition which should have been held this year. Sadly 
we have decided to postpone until next year. The risks involved are 
rather too great to overcome and all of us want to move forward 
when it is really safe. 

How time flies, how times have changed. It 
was 33 years ago that the first Emsworth 
Artists Exhibition was staged in the Emsworth 
Community Centre. The group of selected 
artists all living within 2 miles of Emsworth 
Centre were chosen because of the high 
standard of their work. This has not changed, 
and I am sure everyone will agree that a visit 
to Emsworth Artists Annual Exhibition has 
always been a delight. What has changed 
is that this year due to the current situation 
the Exhibition instead of being staged in the 
Community Centre will be held online and 
has the title of Emsworth Artists Lockdown 
Exhibition.

Another change is that as well as paint-
ings and sculpture we have over the years 
diversified to include, digital art, ceramics, 
embroidery, photography and wicker work. 
Something for everyone, so please take time 
to view our exhibition online. Each Artist can 

submit up to five exhibits and will have a 
page dedicated to their work (see example of 
Stuart Thompson’s page) with all the details 
necessary to purchase if desired. If anyone 
would like to purchase any works they should 
contact the Artist direct.

We are hoping for as many of our artists 
as possible to join us to make this an exciting 
online Exhibition 

The Exhibition will run for three weeks-
from 15 August to 5 September

To access the Exhibition please log on to 
our website www.emsworthartists.org.uk 
and click on Exhibition.

The purpose of the Emsworth Artists 
Annual Exhibition was always to raise funds 
for the Community Centre and over the years 
this has amounted to well over £30,000. 
Although this year we certainly won’t be able 
to match our usual annual donation we are 
asking individual Artists who sell works via 
our online Exhibition to voluntarily donate a 
percentage of their sales to the Community 
Association thus enabling us to assist the 
Centre at this difficult time. We will miss 
the pleasure of inviting many people to our 
Private View and visiting the Community 
Centre for the Exhibition but staying safe is 
paramount. We can only hope that next year 
we can once again extend a real and warm 
welcome to everyone. 

http://www.emsworthartists.org.uk/
shop_Stuart.html

Here are a few pictures from exhibitions of 
the past few years. 

Emsworth 
Harbour Art 
Market remains 
temporarily closed
The art market which was held at Hewitts, 
South Street was still closed at the time of 
going to press. Barbara Jones who runs the 
market stated that Right to Work who run 
Hewitt’s are still negotiating with HCC as to 
when they can re-open the building. Please 
check website for latest update: www.
emsworthharbourartsmarket.co.uk/

How to view the virtual 
exhibition

The Exhibition will run for 
three weeks 

15 August to 5 September
To access the Exhibition please 

log on to our website  
www.emsworthartists.org.uk 

and click on Exhibition

Above: Glass by Nancy Goodens;  
Below: Woodturning by Ken Briffett

Spaniel by Jo Silcock Vespasian’s Tapestry by Diana Williams David Bowie by Ian Banfield
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Business

Shops re-open
Words by Shirley Farmer

Here is a list of independent shops open or due to open soon. Other businesses/
services, including dentists, opticians, solicitors, etc. have posted their information 
online or in their window. Many are by appointment. Timings and days may vary, 
but now is the moment to visit your local community.
Queen Street
Lillywhite Bros Garage: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. 01243 372336
Vin Wine Merchants: Mon-Sat 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 01243 698838
KeyPrint: Online orders at shop@keyprintemsworth.com
Crew Hair: Wed-Fri 4 p.m. -7 p.m. 01243 375206; from 6 July
High Street
The Old Pharmacy: Mon–Fri 9 a.m. -5.30 p.m. Sat 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 01243 372751
Soles of Emsworth: Mon, Tues, Thurs – Sat 9 a.m -5.00 p.m. 01243 376747
Driftwood Café: Daily 9 a.m. -4 p.m: Takeaway 01243 377373
New China: Daily 5 p.m. -11 p.m: Takeaway 01243 372822
Carpet 1st Flooring centre: Tues-Sat from 9 a.m. 01243 377834
Karen George: Mon-Sat 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 01243 379966
The Gift Box: Mon-Sat 10 a.m. -4 p.m. 01243 389944
Treagust Butchers: Mon-Sat 8 a.m.-2 p.mm 01243 372484
Emsworth Travel: Mon, Wed, Fri 9 a.m -11 a.m. 01243 377211
Emsworth Home Hardware: Mon-Sat 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 01243 376852
R A Tier Greengrocers: Mon-Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 01243 372447
PO10 Interiors and Gifts: days vary 01243 941184
Bookends: Mon-Sat 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 01243 372154
Fine Creations Jewellery: 01243 372467
Loretta Coffee Bar/Newspapers: 6 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-Sat. 6 a.m. –midday Sun 01243 427094

MR Starr butchers: Mon-Sat 7 a.m.-3 p.m. 01243 372058
Charter Cutting Company; from 4th July: 01243 378100
The Barber’s Arch; from 4th July: 01243 544362
St Peter’s Square and South Street
Taste of India: Daily 5.30 p.m.-11 p.m. 01243 376669
Citrus Flowers: Mon-Sat 9 a.m. -5 p.m. 01243 375933
Harbour Records: Wed-Sat 10 a.m.-3pm and Sun 10 a.m. - 4.00pm 01243 371415
Chalcrafts Antiques: Wed-Sun 11 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 01243 377558
The Coal Exchange: Wed-Sat; from 6.00pm takeaway and Sunday roast
01243 375866
Fat Olives: Pre-order on www.fatolives.co.uk on Sundays for Friday/Saturday deliveries  
01243 377914
Flintstones: Takeaway Mon-Sun 01243 377577
36 on the Quay: Pre-order on www.36onthequay.com 01243 375592
The Bluebell: check website for latest information. Ready meals available again soon
West Street
Emsworth Delicatessen: Mon-Sat 8.30 a.m.- 4.30 p.m. 01243 389181
Emsworth Antiques: Tues-Sun 10 a.m. -4.00 p.m. 01243 430020
Lloyds Pharmacy: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. and Sat 9 a.m. -5.00 p.m. 01243 372112
Clearwater Textiles Drycleaners: Mon – Sat 10 am. - 4p.m. 01243 375252
(New shop open)
North Street
Petit Pain: Mon – Sat 01243 373375
Mother Kellys Fish & Chips: Closes 10.00pm 01243 375859
Cabelos Hair Salon: from 4th July: 01243 431667 
Emsworth Cycles: Mon-Sat until 5.00pm 01243 372742
Oriental City: Takeaway Mon-Sun from 5.00pm 01243 398888
Darbar: Mon-Sat; from 12.00 Takeaway and delivery 01243 430075
Mandarin Chinese: Takeaway Mon-Sun from 5.00pm 01243 373888

Adapting to life with COVID 19 - 
a shop owner’s perspective
Shirley Farmer (SF) interviews Barbara Charlton (BC)

SF. When the own-
ers of HH Treagust’s 
family-run business 
decided to retire in 
late summer 2019, 
Barbara Charlton 
stepped in. Why? 
BC. Treagust 
Butchers is a great 
brand with a good 
reputation for excellent quality 
meat, good service and, best of 
all, lovely customers. I want to 
conserve what is special about the 
business whilst developing new 
opportunities for it to thrive and 
celebrate its 100th Anniversary in 
2024’.

SF. Christmas preparations must 
have been a learning curve?
BC. Exceptionally busy, but I 
work with a talented team of 
skilled butchers working long 
hours, often from 4.00 a.m. one 
morning to 2.00 a.m. the next. My 
contribution has been transfer-
able business knowledge drawn 
from my varied work life and my 
personal interest in food service 
and delivery.

SF. Less than 3 months later 
COVID 19 created an unprecedent-
ed time of worry and change. How 
did this affect Treagust Butchers?
BC. I was determined the shop 
remained open to serve the 
people of Emsworth and beyond. 
This was my overwhelming 
priority. Knowing many would be 
shielded I consulted customer lists 

and telephoned or 
visited them to see 
how we could help. 
We responded by of-
fering simpler, easier 
to cook cuts of meat 
and increasing our 
production of sau-
sage rolls, meat balls 
and Scotch eggs. 

Overnight, demand from many 
of our trade customers ceased. 
We devoted all our energies into 
meeting local needs, delivering 
our products and finding a safe 
way to serve people who visited 
the shop, whilst protecting our 
staff.

SF. How have people responded?
BC. We sense a strengthening re-
lationship between our customers 
and the shop, an increased inter-
est in our products supported by 
some excellent suggestions. This 
crisis has created a greater sense 
of community and the importance 
of place. Many new faces visit 
the shop and our home deliveries 
have increased exponentially. 

SF. What have you learnt from 
this experience to build on, going 
forward?
BC. To be resourceful, to embrace 
new demands, to accept there are 
never enough hours in the day to 
do everything, to build our rela-
tionship with our loyal customers 
and be unafraid to try yet more in-
novative offerings and products…..
Watch this space. 

Local engineering firm expands
Words by Helen Watson, Innova . Photos by Michael Austin 

Local high technology engineering firm, Innova Design 
and Build have extended their premises into Unit 2A, 
Station Approach after Seateach (now Ocean Chandlery) 
relocated to Thornham Marina. They built a business plan 
to add surface treatment and wet painting services to 
their portfolio. Many of their parts require this finish and 
they have always struggled to find a high quality suppli-
er that does both services in the local area. Solent Local 
Enterprise Partnership supported the business case with 
a grant contribution on the condition of creating a mini-
mum of three local jobs. To date they have employed two 
extra people. 

After getting the equipment installed, processes in-
troduced and tested they have been in production since 
January. Achieving aerospace accreditation at the end of 
April was the culmination of much hard work by the team. 
The service is something they hope will grow and they are 
open to offering services for other businesses.

During the Coronavirus emergency they had a couple 
of people staying at home as they live with people at risk. 
Innova monitor people’s temperature daily and do not 
allow visitors in. They clean regularly and hold essential 
meetings out of doors. All their supplier and customers 
have been open throughout this period. 

Innova Design and Build Ltd, Unit 2 Station 
Approach, Emsworth. 01243 372454 

enquiries@innovadesign.co.uk  
www.innovadesign.co.uk
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Business
Emsworth 
Alliance: 
supporting local 
people and local 
business 
Words by Dwynwen Stepien

Over the last four months, 
Emsworth Alliance has 
received incredible feedback 
from residents, retailers and 
support services. There have 
been many fantastic acts 
of kindness, from operatic 
performances for those stuck 
at home, to food parcels made 
up by volunteers, to delivering 
The Ems, prescription 
collections and shopping 
errands.
 
The Alliance has received offers of support 
from over 160 volunteers. The swift show 
of support meant Emsworth has support-
ed local businesses and the vulnerable 
from day one of the pandemic. Support of 
our local shops means many are trading, 
protecting jobs and ensuring Emsworth 
town centre will have a vibrant future. 

We are delivering prescriptions to vul-
nerable people each day, looking after peo-
ple with shopping trips and keep in touch 
calls, as well as mental health support and 
liaison with local services to support those 
most in need. This support for our most 
vulnerable is likely to be needed for some 
time and we thank all our volunteers for 
their continued support. 

We have teamed up volunteers with 
those needing support in their area. Some 
areas are very busy and others less so. We 
want all the Alliance volunteers to know 
that their support is much appreciated. You 
have all made a difference.

In the coming months, the UK will begin 
its return to a level of normality and many 
volunteers will be going back to work. 
Ironically, it is far better that we have not 
been overwhelmed, but we are deeply 
grateful that our community is ready, 
should it be called on. 

One of the simplest means of support 
has been volunteers telephoning those 
feeling isolated and vulnerable. These 
“keep in touch calls” are community spirit 
at its most powerful, and something that 
we hope will continue long after the pan-
demic is behind us. 

One thing we can all do is to look 
to our immediate neighbours and 
check in with them. Email: help@
emsworthalliance.co.uk Tel 07563 

831810 (9 a.m. – 6p.m.)  
www.emsworthalliance.co.uk

Updates
Unemployment at 25 year high
The latest figures (May) show that unemploy-
ment in the Borough of Havant stands at 6.6% 
(4,875). This is the highest rate since 1995. In 
March the figures stood at 2.6% (1,965) but 
rose to 5.4% (4,000) in April. During the finan-
cial crisis of 2008 -2014 local unemployment 
was only around 3%. Unemployment in the 
Chichester area is 5.2% (3,560) 

Local shops re-open
On Monday 15 June the government lifted the 
restrictions on non-essential shops, such as 
bookshops, clothing shops, record shops and 
gift shops which had been closed since 23 
March. Almost all of our small shops re-opened 
with some reporting that business had been 
brisk after nearly three months of lockdown. 

Cafes, restaurants, pubs and 
hairdressers to re-open
As from 4 July all of our pubs, cafes, restau-
rants, and hairdressers were permitted to 
re-open subject to strict guidelines. All indoor 
hospitality businesses will be limited to table 
service, and contact between staff and cus-
tomers will be limited. Customers will also 
have to give contact details when they enter 
a pub or restaurant. Full report on how our 
hospitality businesses have coped will appear 
in the Autumn edition of The Ems 

Takeaways
The lockdown caused many hospitality 
businesses to close. Some have responded 
by offering takeaway food services. Most 
required the food to be ordered and paid for 
by phone and delivered to a local address. 
Amongst those offering such services were: 
Spice Village; Taste of India; Bluebell Inn; Coal 
Exchange; Whistlers Fish and Chips; Mother 
Kelly’s Fish and Chips. 

New Dry Cleaners opens
On 22 June Clearwater Dry Cleaners opened 
for business at 6 West Street. This shop had 
previously traded as Solent Cleaners until its 
closure in December 2019. 

Local watchmakers featured in 
The Spectator
Zero West watch company who are based at the 
Old Boat House, Bridgefoot Path, Emsworth 
were included in an article in the Spectator 
magazine about British luxury watch makers. 
Zero West were featured in the Summer 2019 
edition of The Ems. 

Local fashion shop owner 
interviewed for Drapers
Karen George, owner of the Karen George, 34 
High St was interviewed by the clothing trade 
magazine, Drapers about social distancing.

Synergy closes
Synergy Southern (formerly R Treagust/Grate 
Fyres) have gone into voluntary liquidation. 
The plumbing, heating and stove company had 
a showroom at 20 High Street. The firm had 
traded in Emsworth since 1983 when it was 
started by Roger Treagust who died in 2019. 
The closure is not believed to be related to the 
Coronavirus emergency. 

Empty shop update
At the time of going to press the following 
commercial premises were vacant/not trading 
or available for sale or rent.
•  25 South Street (ex Woosters restaurant) 

to let (closed Jan 2018)
•  15 High Street (ex NatWest Bank) to let 

(closed 2017)
•  45 North Street (ex Navana) for sale (with 

first floor flat) (closed 2019)
•  2 West Street (ex Town Brewery) Awaiting 

redevelopment. (closed 2016)
•  12 North Street (ex Sorting office) to let (as 

offices) (closed 2018)
•  4 Queen Street (Gardner Antiques) to let 

(still in use as a showroom)
•  20 High St (ex Synergy Southern) to let 

(closed March 2020)
•  46A High St (ex Déjà vu vintage shop) to let 

(closed March 2020)

Farmers Market returns
The Hampshire Farmers Market came back to 
Emsworth on Saturday 20 June after being 
closed for three months. The market will go 
back to operating from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on 
the 3rd Saturday of each month for the rest 
of the year. Dates are: 18 July, 15 August, 19 
September, 17 October, 21 November and 19 
December. 

Costas to remain closed?
The Costa coffee shop, 10-12 High St remains 
closed at the time of going to press. A notice 
in the window states that Scoffs Group, who 
operate 91 Costa branches as franchises, are 
renegotiating rent levels with their landlord. 

Vets change hands
Sanctuary Vets who are based in Farlington 
have been taken over by Petersfield based 
St Peters Vets. Sanctuary had a surgery at 
Southleigh Farm, Emsworth which closed two 
years ago. 

Vintage shop closes
Déjà Vu, 46A High St closed in March but did 
not reopen after the lockdown was lifted. The 
shop which occupied 3 floors sold a variety of 
vintage goods. The business opened in 2015 
and was run by Barrie Stevenson. The premis-
es are available to rent for £10,000 p.a. 
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Horticulture

FRESH MILK
FARM-PASTEURISED

AND BOTTLED
DELIVERED LOCALLY

S.H.YOUNG
& SON LTD

WARBLINGTON CASTLE FARM

(Havant) 023 9248 3374
ALSO SKIMMED AND  

STERILISED MILK, CREAM,  
EGGS, POTATOES ETC

TTeell::  0022339922  441122333322
The Green, RROOWWLLAANNDDSS  CCAASSTTLLEE, PO9 6BW

TTeell::  0011224433  337766885522
High Street, EEMMSSWWOORRTTHH, PO10 7AQ

Where the locals go

i

BBaatthhrroooomm  ••  CClleeaanniinngg  &&  LLaauunnddrryy
DDeeccoorraattiinngg  &&  DDIIYY  ••  EElleeccttrriiccaall

GGaarrddeenniinngg  ••  HHoouusseewwaarreess  ••  TToooollss
KKiittcchheenn    aanndd  CCooookkwwaarree  

PPeett  CCaarree  aanndd  ssoooooooo  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!

Liza Reeves
Fabulous Food

Private Caterer For Any Event
Weddings - Parties - Receptions

Dinner Parties - Corporate Events

01243 377454 / 07932 655016
www.lizareeves-catering.com
info@lizareeves-catering.com 

Updates
Wemsfest “Easy Peasy” 
competition
All the ‘Easy Peasy’ Garden Pea seeds were 
distributed by mid-April, and if you’ve got any 
photos of how your seeds are growing please 
do post them on our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/groups/383584278356179/
Don’t forget Wemsfest are running a compe-
tition for the best ‘Easy Peasy’ original short 
poem or pea picture (drawing, painting or 
photograph). Two winners will each receive 
a £25 voucher for Bookends, Emsworth and 
two tickets for a WemsFest event of their 
choice. Entries should be made via the above 
Facebook page.

EHS talks and visits cancelled
The programme of talks and visits run by the 
EHS has been cancelled for the forthcoming 
period. See EHS website for any updates
www.emsworthhorticulturalsociety.org.uk

Roundabout gets a facelift
Our rather beleaguered looking roundabout 
was rejuvenated for Easter by Emsworth 
Alliance volunteers (see photo) There do not 
appear to be any immediate plans to refur-
bish the planters.

Emsworth Show 
2020 is cancelled 
but “Virtual” show 
will go ahead
Words by Faith Ponsonby 

It has become clear that Government restric-
tions on gatherings will not be lifted in time for 
the Show to be held on August Bank Holiday 
Monday (31 August). Social distancing would 
make the traditional Show almost impossible. 

The volunteers who work hard all year to 
prepare for the Show are gutted that it will not 
be possible this year, but are working to pro-
duce a “virtual show”, of some of the wonderful 
flowers, vegetables, and crafts that members 
of our community produce. We will post full 
details on our website of how to celebrate the 
work you have been doing with your families 
and in your gardens over this extraordinary 
spring and summer in the “Virtual Emsworth 
Show 2020.”

Emsworth Show this year will have an 
Exhibitors’ Gallery with different sections 
such as Vegetables, Garden Flowers, Craft 
and Photography. We also are planning to live-
stream tours of some EHS members’ gardens 
or allotments, as well as having video clips of 
some arena events booked for the traditional 
Show in 2021.

With all the lovely gardens I enjoy seeing as 
I take my regular ‘exercise’ walks around our 
local roads, let’s all look forward to a bump-
er year in 2021 – so do reserve August Bank 
Holiday 2021 (Monday 30 August 2021) – and 
come along to join the fun and friendship 
which makes the Emsworth Show the ‘best 
little Show in the South’.

Faith Ponsonby, Chair, Emsworth 
Show committee, Tel: 01243 372825 

Email: baytreemum@aol.com  
www.emsworthshow.org.uk

Emsworth in Bloom
Words and pictures by Sheila Morris

Residents of Emsworth, you will all have no-
ticed in spite of the Corona 19 Virus and all the 
isolation rules, Emsworth is now in full bloom 
for the summer. Just the lift we all need right 
now. Our wonderful team have done it again 
all turning up, filling boats, tubs and planters. 
They all obeyed the isolation rules which made 
the job more difficult but they did it, and I am 
sure the residents of Emsworth would like to 
say a big thank you to them all for all their sup-
port and hard work. Without this project there 
would be no displays in Emsworth. 

The project survives solely on donations and 
any grants we can get. Without the support 
of various local groups and continued sup-
port from Emsworth Residents Association 
(ERA) and Ray Bolton, our Hampshire County 
Councillor, it would be difficult to keep it going. 
So onward and upwards.

Emsworth in Bloom can beat this awful vi-
rus. We would also like to thank Norse East 
who are very supportive to our community 
project. When any of you are out walking 
please feel free to dead head the plants. The 
helpers do an amazing job keeping everything 
watered. Carting water in back of their cars, 
lugging hoses and watering cans - they are all 
amazing. Also many thank for all the generous 
people that give us access to water. It really is 
a community project that gives us some colour 
to our beautiful town.

Planter vandalised in Emsworth
Words by Sheila Morris

Emsworth in Bloom has always been a target 
of vandalism to its many planters. The lat-
est incident is beyond understanding. “The 
Wooden Tub” at end of Bath Road by the 
Bridge was vandalised at around 10 p.m. on 
25 May and thrown in the Mill Pond. It was 
obviously crowbarred out as the planter was 
securely bolted to the ground. Everything was 
thrown into the pond. 

It is heart-breaking for the people that give 
their time to plant and care for these plant-
ers. They had just been planted and looked 
wonderful. On visiting the site the morning 
after to see that everything; tub, ballast, soil 
and all the plants floating in the millpond was 

devastating. The cost of the tub, gravel base, 
compost and plants which were lost was in 
excess of £400. 

We are going to replant the tub and the 
council have agreed to help us by securing 
planter with more bolts that we trust cannot 
be crowbarred out. The costs involved in res-
cuing and replanting the planter is a big drain 
on our limited funds and we would appreciate 
donations however small to contribute to this 
planter recovery.

Sheila Morris: she.bar@ntlworld.com 
Angela McMillan: angiemcmillan17@

icloud.com

When any of you are out 
walking please feel free to 

dead head the plants.
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Church

 

 Logs, kindling and 
eco-firelighters 

 
Locally sourced seasoned hardwood 

Delivered and stacked 
Logs cut to size 

Discounts available 

Discounts available See our website for more details 

www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

01243 377220 
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

 

www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

01243 377220 
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

 

SIMON HOWELLS
BUILDERS LTD

BUILDING AT ITS BEST

01243 376299
www.sdhowellsbuilders.co.uk

Experienced Hampshire Tradesmen

All general building work undertaken

The LATEST in Eyewear, Technology & Style
OCT Technology

With a quick OCT test we can 
detect eye problems before 
they even start affecting or 

damaging your eyesight   

Blepharitis Clinic
For suffers of inflamed sore 

eyelids, we now offer the 
BlephexTM treatment to  

provide lasting relief

High Fashion Frames   
We stock a wide selection of the 
latest fashions and innovations

Martin Steels Ltd
Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner

martinsteels.com
Saturdays: 9am to 1:00pm 
Weekdays: 9am to 5:30pm

4, The Old Flour Mill, 
Queen Street, Emsworth

01243 375141

5 Old Mill Square,
Storrington

01903 740420

39 Tarrant Street,
Arundel

01903 883444

Spotlight on celebrant Erica 
Biddlecombe
Words by Erica Biddlecombe

When Mrs B (Erica Biddlecombe) retired as 
Headteacher of St James’ Primary School 
last year she always said ‘I’m not retiring, 
just re-firing’. We caught up with 
Erika to discuss her latest career 
paths:

‘I always said that I 
would leave my role as 
Headteacher when I 
turned 60 as I wanted to 
explore new options and 
adventures. Last year I 
embarked on quite a lot 
of travelling and enjoyed 
adventures along the way. 
There was no way that I could 
leave education entirely as it is 
in my blood and after mulling over 
different options decided to take up the 
offer of training as an inspector of church 
schools. Visiting so many wonderful schools 
and celebrating the good as well as offering 
guidance for the way forward.

I also travelled another exciting path and 
trained as a celebrant where I can officiate 
weddings, vow renewals, naming ceremo-
nies, funerals and memorials. I have had 
the privilege of meeting so many wonderful 
families and people; either being part of 

an exciting new chapter in their lives or, in 
the case of funerals, offering much needed 
guidance and comfort at their time of need. 

The joy of a celebrant ceremony is that 
there is no ‘script’ to follow and 

we create the service together. 
Luckily, I have an imagination 

that allows me to think ‘out 
of the box’ so I’m brimming 
with ideas. I love creative 
writing and have plenty 
of experience with public 
speaking. 

My first booking was to 
conduct the wedding of an 

ex-pupil of St James. I have 
conducted a variety of ceremo-

nies already and no two are the 
same. It’s exciting and I never know what 

I will next be asked to do or even where. 
The celebrant community is a friendly one 
and I am indebted to Hilary Channing and 
Clare Grove, two local celebrants, for their 
guidance and support.

Please have a look at my website to 
discover even more about my life as 

a celebrant.  
www.erikabcelebrant.co.uk

Local man 
raises funds for 
missionaries
Canon John Harwood, 94, has been raising 
funds for the Church Mission Society (CMS). He 
worked as a missionary for 10 years in West 
Africa and is a member of St. James’ Church in 
Emsworth. Hants. He has raised over £15,000 
by walking from his home in Nile St to St. 
James’ Church, and back (1/2 mile) 94 times in 
the past few weeks to celebrate his age and to 
raise money for CMS. Each journey is validated 
by a numbered slip deposited in the Rectory 
letterbox. (Rev Jo Northey) 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
John-HarwoodCMS

How have the local 
Churches coped during 
lockdown?
Words by Rev Andrew Sheard, vicar of St. James, Emsworth and St. Thomas a Becket, Warblington. 

The Coronavirus and the subsequent ‘lockdown’ took our churches by 
surprise, just as for everyone else in our community. ‘Necessity is the 
mother of invention’ they say, and sure enough each of our churches 
has found new ways to keep in contact with their ‘flock’, to worship 
and to serve the wider community.

Each church has transferred 
some of its usual pattern of wor-
ship and community life ‘online’. 
The aim was to support existing 
congregations, but we have 
also reached out to new people 
through this on line presence. For 
younger people, this has been a 
safer way to ‘dip your toes’ into 
church life and worship. One sur-
vey conducted by the Guardian 
identified that 25% of the pop-
ulation have tried viewing an 
online Christian service during 
lockdown. This prompted some-
one locally to declare ‘We have 
never been more open than when 
we are closed’!

New Life Church, Emsworth 
Baptist Church, Emsworth Methodist Church 
and St. James and St. Thomas a Becket all 
produce on line services via their websites 
Members of St. Thomas RC Church have been 
worshipping together via Zoom. The Anglicans 
have also had more informal services via 
Zoom, and New Life have had a weekly on line 
service designed especially for young people.

Between the festivals of Ascension and 
Pentecost members of all our churches met 
together each morning for prayers via Zoom, 
and were inspired to have 60+ people praying 
together across all denominations

Much support has also been offered by 
phone, especially keeping in touch with those 
living alone or without internet. The Baptist 
and Anglican Churches have launched special 
phone lines with worship, readings and hymns 
for those without internet (both are 01243 

numbers 214512 and 957233).
The whole community has pulled together 

during this time and our churches and indi-
viduals within it have been very much part 
of this. Many volunteer with ‘Emsworth Good 
Neighbours’ and support the ‘Emsworth 
Alliance’. New Life launch a ‘Love your 
Neighbour’ campaign providing food parcels, 
Emsworth Baptist have been collecting for 
Foodbank, Emsworth Methodist have been 
busy making facemask extenders and wash-
bags for QA Hospital. 

Now as ‘The Ems’ goes to press, churches 
are able to open again, but with careful re-
strictions. Each church will do so at its own 
pace, recognising that many of its congrega-
tions may not yet feel safe to come back to a 
physical gathering. On line Christian worship 
is certainly here to stay!

Foodbank volunteers Henry and Mathilda Mifsud
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Sports & Recreation

Hollybank House
Country House Bed & Breakfast

Ideal setting for private functions, 
wedding & funeral receptions in 

Emsworth

anna@hollybankhouse.com
www.hollybankhouse.com

01243 375502

Mac/PC & Laptop Repairs
System Maintenance
Remote Services

help@countrysidecomputers.co.uk
01243 370876 | 07798 728886

0 1 2 4 3 3 7 0 8 7 6

Home & Business Support
Computer Services

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE P.J. BALDRY
Your Local Flat Roof Specialist
Flat Roofs • Tiles • Slates • 
Re-roofing • Maintenance
Soffits • Fascias • Gutters

Reliable
Cheerful

Experienced
Hard-working
Good Value

42 Horndean Road, Emsworth

01243 372253

Tai Chi carries on online and in the garden
Words by Lincoln Allen

The 55 members of Emsworth Tai Chi are 
keeping fit and healthy and have continued to 
practice during lockdown. Although our week-
ly classes are suspended until the social dis-
tancing rules are relaxed, the four Emsworth 
Tai Chi and Qigong groups have joined as one, 
exercising daily at home, keeping in touch 
through exercise videos and a daily email 
where many in the group contribute to a lively 
discussion on Tai Chi and Qigong. 

The daily email include a link to a video of 
one of the many Tai Chi and Qigong exercises 
we practice in class (there are well over a hun-
dred). I talk about the health and fitness ben-
efits, discuss the finer points of each exercise 
and respond to the many questions and obser-
vations sent in by the group. There are 55 of us 
in the lockdown group, most of us focussed on 
developing a personal, daily, outdoor Qigong 
health and fitness exercise routine. When 
lockdown is relaxed the daily practice will be 
a regular part of the day and it will then be a 
question of fitting other activities around it, 
rather than the other way around.

Current participants of Emsworth Tai Chi 
classes now have access to a developing li-
brary of Qigong and Tai Chi videos. Each day 
I add today’s exercise to this unique library 
which also includes an A-Z listing the health 
and fitness benefits of every exercise. Viewing 
statistics indicate that this is a valued and 
well-used resource in helping participants 
develop their own daily practice. When social 

distancing ends we will celebrate by all getting 
together in the park for a group Qigong jam-
ming session. 

Now that we can meet in groups of six out-
side I hold three weekly classes in our back 
garden, limiting the size of each group to six 
including me. It is lovely to be back exercising 
in a group, particularly outside, in the fresh air, 
connecting with nature and the weather. I am 
hoping that, when the limitations on size of 
outdoor groups is increased from the current 
six, to start holding outdoor classes at the 
Recreation Ground.

You can see a montage of many of the 
class getting involved in their homes 

or gardens at: https://emsworthtaichi.
com/lockdown/  

For more info: 01243 370396 or  
0757 262 0535

Get Up and Go programme 
Words by Maddison Borlase-Bune, Get up and Go Project Officer

Get up and Go Havant have been working 
hard to get our activities going again outside 
maintaining Government guidance and social 
distancing. 

We currently have three standing fun fit-
ness classes running in the two locations of 
Front Lawn community hub and Emsworth 
recreation ground. 

In addition we are beginning our first back 
to normal yoga class Friday 3 July at Front 
Lawn community hub. As places are limited 
to five participants only at the moment there 
is currently a waiting list for classes. 

We are looking to begin lots more of our 
activities over the coming weeks, therefore if 

you are looking to get back to being active out-
doors in a safe environment with like-minded 
people let us know by getting in contact:

info@getupandgohavant.com  
Tel: 07720076284  

www.facebook.com/
GetUpAndGoHavant or www.

getupandgohavant.com/

Stirling Moss (1929 
-2020) a local connection
Words by Jim Strudwick

Jim and Annie Strudwick of 
Hermitage near Emsworth were 
saddened to hear that their friend 
Sir Stirling Moss had passed away. 
Annie, a nurse and Jim, then stud-
ying Diagnostic Pathology and a 
First Aid Trainer, had a joint hob-
by and a love of Motor Racing in 
the fifties and early Sixties and 
manned the track Ambulance at 
Goodwood at all racing and prac-
tice events.

On Easter Monday 1962 they 
were watching a thrilling duel 
between Stirling and Graham Hill 
when, to their amazement Stirling 
crashed heavily into the barrier 
in front of them, and the front 

end bearing his favourite number 
7 flew crazily into the air. They 
rushed to his assistance and be-
fore help arrived, and splattered in 
petrol, Annie was busy preventing 
him from choking with chewing 
gum, while Jim was pulling metal 
apart on the car to attempt to get 
him out. Jim then drove him to 
hospital with Annie keeping him 
stable.

After his recovery they be-
came firm friends and went with 
him to Thruxton, Brands Hatch, 
Goodwood and his home in 
London. They met with him and his 
wife Suzie at Goodwood Festival of 
Speed and Revival each year until 
he was no longer able to attend.

Tai Chi before the lockdown

On Easter 
Monday 1962 

they were 
watching 
a thrilling 

duel between 
Stirling and 

Graham 
Hill when, 
...Stirling 
crashed 

heavily into 
the barrier in 
front of them
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Heritage

H. LOUCH and SONS
Est. 1870

Building Contractors
Incorporating JPG

29a Victoria Road, Emsworth

01243 372023
peter_griffin21@hotmail.com

Motor repairs

• Servicing
• MOT testing
•  Electronic diagnostics
•  Tyres and exhausts

Bodywork repairs

•  Full bodyshop facilities
•  Mitsubishi & SAAB approved
•  Insurance and private work
• Free loan car

Tel. 01243 372336 
www.lillywhitegarage.co.uk

Complete car care under one roof

Approved 
Bodyshop

Emsworth Maritime and Historical 
Trust (Emsworth Museum)
Words by Dorothy Bone, Secretary

The museum is planning to open on Saturday 
1 August and has started to implement the 
actions that will allow this to happen safely 
and protecting our volunteers and visitors. 
Visitors might be asked to sign in and leave 
a telephone number/email address. The de-
cision will be reviewed in mid-July based on 
the latest statistics, trends and Government 
advice. While we are keen to open the door 
once more, we will not do so if we conclude 
that the risks are too great.

Although many of the exhibitions organ-
ised for 2020 have been postponed a variety 
of displays are being arranged for August, 

September and October. The Main Room 
had been set up with new and re-arranged 
displays and these will continue until the 
museum closes for the winter work on 1 
November. If you see the banner flying from 
the flag pole and the “OPEN” notice on the 
north street side of the building you will 
know the museum is open and you will be 
assured of a warm welcome.

For an update on the re-opening, safety 
measures and exhibitions please telephone 
01243 373780, email  
info@emsworthmuseum.org.uk  
www.emsworthmuseum.org.uk

Emsworth Notables
The Ems launches a series of brief profiles of some of its leading past residents, beginning with 
a longer look at its most notable - the writer who immortalised the village name.

P G Wodehouse (1881 
-1975) Part One 
Words by Bob Smyth

Emsworth’s sole blue plaque celebrates the author who, basing 
himself in Emsworth in his early adult years, was a successful short 
story and “light novel” writer - then launched characters who became 
part of Britain’s cultural heritage, celebrated worldwide.

The Record Road plaque identifies the 
Threepwood house which P G Wodehouse 
rented from 1904 to 1914. Aged only 23, he was 
already a prolific journalist and fledgling nov-
elist. He, and readers since, were subsequent-
ly grateful he hadn’t gone to “The ‘Varsity”, 
despite his stellar school years at Dulwich 
College in both sports and classics.

His retired colonial father (his pension paid in 
devaluing rupees) claimed he hadn’t the funds 
to send him to Cambridge (in the footsteps 
of his older brother, despite Plum winning a 
scholarship which would have covered most of 
the cost). So Plum (as he was called) became 
a slavey in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, 
while honing his essayist skills for the many 
magazines and newspapers of the time by 
relentless writing.

Despite countless rejection slips, he was 

earning enough after a couple of years to 
write full time, living in a Chelsea bedsit. His 
Herbert Westbrook teacher chum, also an 
aspiring writer, lured Plum to his Emsworth 
House prep school in 1903 with the prospect 
of some cricket with the boys – and lodging 
in a room above the stables. The school was 
run by Baldwin (‘Bud’) King-Hall and 
sister Ella, who became stout 
Wodehouse friends. 

Plum took on the 
Threepwood house backing 
on to the school and its 
playing field, its replace-
ment now the county 
council Emsworth House 
care home. Plum lived 
there for three years 
while column editor and 
writer for The Globe. 
Attracted by its boxing 
stars (Plum was also a use-
ful boxer), in 1904 he made his 
first trip to America. In the pu-
gilistic milieu he became acquainted 
with low life characters and slang he was to 
use in many future books - not always very 
amusingly.

Plum was already had a niche market for 
his schoolboy novels and tales. Only when 
Plum was 27 did Mike (1909) evolve into his 
full Wodehousian glory, as its later two-part 
titles Mike at Wrykyn and Enter Psmith pro-
claim. Before his Wrykyn (Dulwich College) 
days, Mike relates, he attended “a prep school 
in Hampshire, King-Hall’s at a place called 
Emsworth.’ Then Psmith (“the p is silent”) 
takes over as the volubly inventive wordsmith 
who became the first of his great creations in 

this and its 1910 Psmith in the City sequel. 
(Wasting nothing as usual, Plum herein recy-
cles his bank years.) 

Plum’s “light novels” (with boy meets girl 
storylines) now sometimes had New York 

settings, he being keenly aware of 
the possibilities of the vast 

American readership - and in 
1909 he sailed there again. 

Initially awestruck at the 
stupendous fees ($500 
each) for just two short 
stories, he tried working 
there fulltime. But as 
Benny Green recounts 
in P G Wodehouse – A 
Literary Biography (1981), 

having failed to crack the 
US market, he returned to 

England and The Globe a year 
later.

Threepwood was offered for sale, 
but Plum continued as occupant – picking 

up names and locations featuring in his novels 
and short stories hereafter. The school and 
King-Hall are affectionately memorialised as 
Sanstead House and Mr Abney in The Little 
Nugget (1913). Even the stables are minutely 
described - and the Stanstead House echo is 
unmistakable. The entire Emsworth village 
is memorialised as Belpher in A Damsel in 
Distress (1919), with its lament for its lost 
oyster beds.

During his Emsworth years, Plum had a 
parallel career as a skilled versifier, lyricist 
for the British and American playwrights and 

composers transforming the “Broadway” mu-
sical from Ruritanian romances to those with 
more earthbound settings. Prime collabora-
tors were Guy Bolton (providing “the book,” or 
story) and composer Jerome Kern. 

Bolton was to continue as Wodehouse’s best 
friend and later neighbour in their final Long 
Island decades. Plum’s plangent “Bill” ditty 
(“He’s just my Bill”) remains an evergreen clas-
sic - and perpetual copyright fee earner. [Note 
to Ed: no copyright for this refrain required.)

In 1914, Plum again sailed to New York – and 
this time stayed away. Yet despite giving up 
Threepwood, Plum maintained the Emsworth 
connection. He corresponded for years with 
his housekeeper Lily Barnett. Ella King-Hall, 
marrying Herbert Westbrook, became Plum’s 
literary agent – until herself choosing to retire 
through ill health two decades later. While 
always “careful” about money, Plum was gen-
erous to old friends (often surreptitiously) to 
the end.

The house in Record Road with the blue plaque
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Arts & Entertainment

Updates
Nicola Hammond, Arts Correspondent

Emsworth Concert Band’s 
Virtual Concert
Emsworth Concert Band has created a virtu-
al performance of What a Wonderful World 
when seeking ways to keep music going in 
lockdown. After watching a virtual perfor-
mance by another band, Jo Bennett (Chair and 
flautist) invited members to do something 
similar. They videoed or recorded themselves 
playing their parts in isolation at home with 
the aid of rhythm soundtrack to keep them to 
time.
Jo says “fellow musician, Michael McCarthy 
(French horn player) did an amazing job pull-
ing the project together to produce not only a 
really polished performance but a great visual 
aspect. I am extremely proud of them and 
pleased that band members had the oppor-
tunity to work together and pay tribute to all 
NHS staff and key workers – many who live in 
the Emsworth area.” The performance can be 
seen via their website - look in the news tab. 
www.emsworthconcertband.com 

Solent Male Voice Choir has a 
new leader

Huw Thomas, former deputy, has taken over as 
musical director of Havant-based Solent Male 
Voice Choir. Solent chairman Dave McVittie 
said “We are all excited to have such a talented 
replacement for Geoff as Huw. He will bring 
a new direction to the SMVC.” An honours 
graduate in music from Bath University, Huw 
gained his diploma as Associate of the Royal 
College of Music after moving to London. 
He has been keeping the choir busy with quiz-
zes, trips to the beach and practice sessions 
on Zoom. David McVittie said of the Zoom 
sessions “Huw plays the music and we all sing 
our parts, but unfortunately we cannot hear 
each other as the technology can’t keep us all 
in sync. But it is still good fun!” Huw (in red 
jacket on the left) and 3 other members are 
pictured having a socially distanced practice 
outside The Ship at Langstone.

Emsworth Music Club
It’s such a sad world without live music, ac-
cording to Colin Thomas from The Emsworth 
Music Club. He says that the programme for 
this year has been decimated. “Following 
on from four sold out shows we had some 
great live music to look forward to this year. 
Currently Bob Margolin will be coming over 
from Chicago when he is allowed and we’ve re-
scheduled The Pulse’s Pink Floyd tribute night 
on 28 November. John Otway is still scheduled 
for 8 November. We’ve also been busy booking 
2021 dates and we have some amazing artists 
coming into Emsworth to play for us.”
For the latest information visit  
www.emsworthmusicclub.uk

Harbour Records now Online 
and In Store
Harbour Records have taken advantage 
of the enforced downtime to launch a 
brand new website (www.harbourrecord-
semsworth.co.uk), along with an online 
sales platform that enables them to reach 
customers across Europe. Ken and Rob, 
who manage the shop, were delighted to 
re-open as a big part of running a record 
shop is the interaction they have with their 
customers. Ken explains “We love our cus-
tomers, old and new. Talking to them about 
music is something that brings everyone 
together, and right now that seems more 
important than ever.”
Ken, who also runs Square Roots 
Promotions, has gigs scheduled at The 
Square Tower in Portsmouth later in the 
year: Bob Fox (Warhorse) and Billy Mitchell 
(Lindisfarne) on 27 September and Katy 
Hurt’s (below) full band show on 9 October. 
See www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk for 
updates.

Stansted Park picnic events
The organisers hope that the planned outdoor 
picnic events in August can go ahead, subject 
to government guidelines. See www.stan-
stedpark.co.uk for updates.
Friday 21 August: Queen Tribute with Alexander 
Koronka. UK Queen was formed out of a love 
of re-producing Queen’s top hits with the best 
musicians. 
Saturday 22 August: The Proms - favourite 
proms music including the 1812 Overture, Land 
of Hope & Glory along with a host of other clas-
sical pieces.
Sunday 23 August: The Mikado - Gilbert & 
Sullivan’s Magical Masterpiece performed by 
Opera Anywhere

CFT News
Chichester Festival Theatre’s production 
of South Pacific, which was due to be the 
musical centrepiece of the season, has been 
officially moved to Festival 2021. 
CFT are working with Chichester’s New 
Park Cinema on event for the August Bank 
Holiday weekend (28 - 31 August). 
The plans include a drive-in cinema on 
Northgate car park alongside outdoor 
events on Oaklands Park. The Movies and 
Music Weekend will screen a programme 
of popular and classic movies to appeal 
to family and general audiences, who will 
watch them from their vehicles with the 
sound coming through their car radios 
(provision will also be made for bicycles and 
motorcycles). They hope to release tickets 
for sale from 30 July. See www.cft.org.uk 
for further information.

Wemsfest will Bounce Back
Emsworth-based arts organisation WemsFest 
has had to adapt its forthcoming programme 
of live events. Artistic Director Mark Ringwood 
explained: “We had several high-profile con-
certs by the likes of Fairport Convention, Aly 
Bain & Phil Cunningham and Eddi Reader 
planned for the autumn. 
These were in addition to our Comedy at the 
Club nights, blues and Americana shows. 
Clearly we cannot go ahead with these events 
with any certainty in 2020 so we’re busy 
working with the artists and their agents to 
reschedule in 2021.” 
As things stand, Skerryvore are still sched-
uled to go ahead in St. James’ Church on 24 
November and Maroon Town in Chidham 
Village Hall on 30 November.
For news see www.wemsfest.com

Emsworth Players put 
production on hold
Emsworth playwright Jim Strudwick had 
started production of his latest play, ‘On 
the Home Front’, when lockdown came 
into force. Supported by Hampshire County 
Council and Havant Borough Council, 
the play was due to be part of the 75th 
Anniversary celebrations of VE and VJ days 
this year.  
Jim had wanted to diversify from the usu-
al type of war play featuring battles, to a 
play showing the attitudes and effects on 
the people at home in UK.  He had cast the 
play and started rehearsals but has sadly 
had to put a halt to the production for now.  
“Watch this space!” Jim says.
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Arts & Entertainment

The Old Pharmacy
57 High Street, Emsworth

01243 372751

Professional & friendly service 
NHS & Private Prescriptions 
Medicines Sales & Advice 
Private Consultation Room

Fine fragrances & cosmetics 
Bronnley, Yardley, Roger & Gallet 

Mason Pearson hair brushes 
Sun preparations 

Instant passport photographs

ROBERT
LINEHAM
Central heating installation 
and up-dating, replacement 
boilers, general plumbing, 
tank renewal, bathrooms and 
kitchens, water treatment.

7 Garland Avenue
Emsworth
Hampshire PO10 7QA
Tel: 01243 371 888
Mobile: 07940 953958
robert_lineham@hotmail.co.uk

11268

The Spring plans a strong come back
Nicola Hammond, Arts Correspondent

As The Ems goes to print The Spring Arts & Heritage Centre in Havant will have emerged from a three 
week pause from all activities. From the closure in the middle of March, and with 76% of staff furloughed, 
a much reduced team had been working hard on a variety of tasks. A huge number of events had to be 
rescheduled, customers contacted regarding tickets purchased, the volunteer team kept in contact with 
and vital maintenance work carried out to the building. 

Despite the closure The Spring continued to 
bring the arts to the community. The month-
ly book group was moved onto Zoom, a new 
online film review club was launched and the 
team arranged and streamed many events 
online in collaboration with colleagues across 
the industry.

As well as all of this, they even found the 
time to deliver emergency supplies from their 
own stock to people who were shielding and 
donated toilet paper and hand sanitizer to 
Bosmere Junior School.

Director Sophie Fullerlove and the board 
made the decision to furlough the rest of the 
team for three weeks from 10 June. Sophie 
said “I am so proud to lead the team at The 
Spring. Every day they have amazed me with 
their dedication, creativity and determina-
tion. But people can only continue to work at 
this level for so long without needing a break. 
Overall we will be putting ourselves in the 
best position – both financially and mentally 

– to ensure a strong come back when the time 
is right.”

The Spring’s funding has been badly hit 
by lost revenue and it will need to raise 
£190,000 over the next three years. It has not 
been eligible for most government support 
and grants because of the building’s rateable 
value. To help address the situation, fund-
raising applications of nearly £156,000 have 
been submitted to various organisations by 
the trustees so far.

Sophie told The Ems that they are dedi-
cated to opening the building again before 
a full programme of events is available and 
they are “trying to make plans in a way so as 
to keep them flexible. The role of The Spring 
is more than just performance space.” They 
hope to open the museum and café initial-
ly, with other activities following on when 

government guidelines permit. Sophie said 
“The Spring usually supports thousands of 
different people, groups and organisations 
each week, including Parkinson and MS sup-
port groups, a breastfeeding support group 
and hundreds of individuals who use the 
building as a safe, friendly place in the centre 
of Havant.” Everyone at The Spring has been 
heartened by the “wonderful messages of 
support from the community.”

An update on what activities and services 
will be available (including local history and 
genealogy enquiries) will be posted on The 
Spring’s website from July. Also, follow-
ing cancellation of the guided walks pro-
gramme, guides for local heritage walks will 
be available to download from the website.  

See www.thespring.co.uk

Fleabag producer 
among new board 
members at The 
Spring
The Spring has added three new 
members to its board of trustees 
in May. 
Francesca Moody is best known as the original 
producer of the multi-award winning Fleabag. 
Francesca first worked with The Spring in 
2016 when, as producer for leading theatre 
company Paines Plough, she supported their 
inaugural Beyond the Stage event. 

Also joining is Portsmouth-born Tom 
Spurgin who is a specialist in community en-
gagement. His work with organisations such 
as the Philharmonia Orchestra aims to attract 
wider audiences to the arts. 

Sarah Shepherd is the third new member 
who, as co-artistic director of Filskit Theatre, 
has produced numerous award-winning 
shows for children and families. Based in 
Gosport, Sarah also specialises in facilitating 
creative sessions for children and adults with 
learning disabilities.

Havant Chamber 
Orchestra – Brian 
Howells deceased
Havant Chamber Orchestra were sad 
to announce the death of their leader 
Brian Howells, who tragically lost the 
battle against Covid19 on 5th April 2020. 
Appointed Leader of HCO in 1997, Brian had 
a distinguished career as Principal Second 
Violin with the Bournemouth Sinfonietta 
and before that the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra and New BBC 
Orchestra in Bristol. He played with many 
local professional ensembles including 
Southern Pro Musica and was also in great 
demand as a leader of amateur orchestras. 

Brian’s technical skill and musicianship, 
his passion for music and his sense of hu-
mour in rehearsal will be greatly missed 
by all who have played with HCO over the 
years. 

Sophie Fullerlove, Director, The Spring

Volunteer deliverers of  
The Ems wanted

Could you spare a couple of hours once a 
quarter to hand deliver The Ems to local 

residents?

The newspapers will be delivered to your 
home address every three months for 

you to hand deliver to a named street or 
streets. 

This is a volunteer position. 

If you are interested in joining our team 
of over 100 volunteer distributors please 
contact: Gavin Millar Tel: 01243 377071 or 

email: jandgmil@btinternet.com

Get Advice during Covid-19

We are not open for face to face advice but help is still
available:

You can call the Havant Adviceline 0300 3302 163
run by local Citizens Advice Monday to Friday 10 - 4

Consumer Advice line (free) 0808 223 11 33
Monday to Friday 9 - 5

Universal Credit Help to Claim Adviceline (Free)
0800 144 8 444 Monday to Friday 8 - 6

Macmillan Citizens Advice Helpline (for people with
cancer) 0344 847 7727 Monday to Friday 9 - 4

Scams Action Line (Free) 0808 250 50 50 Monday to
Friday 9 - 5

Contact us via a webform on our own website
https://www.citizensadvicehavant.org/contact.html

Leave us a message on 07895963687. Email us on
advice@citizensadvicehavant.org We can ring you back
if needed

There's webchat and info on Citizens Advice Website
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/
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VE Day

This is how VE Day was celebrated on 8 

May 1945.  A street party was organised in 

South Street, with a special tea for the chil-

dren; something we might have been able 

to replicate, if things had been different this 

year. Emsworth Museum has kindly given us 

permission to use the images, which were 

given to them by Linda Griffin – the girl in 

the white dress - many years ago.  They are 

very keen to identify the people. 

If you can help, and maybe even feature 

there yourself, please contact them, either 

by emailing dorothybone@btinternet.com 

or by writing to the Museum in North Street.

VE Day 75th 
anniversary. Friday 
8 May 2020
Words and pictures by Juliet Walker

Throughout Emsworth a spirit of remem-
brance and togetherness was shown on the 
75th Anniversary of VE Day on 8 May. It was a 
day of both reflection and celebration. Respect 
was shown both to all those who had sacri-
ficed so much for us all during the War, and to 
our current requirements of social distancing, 
because of our conflict with Covid-19.

Some residents went to great lengths not 
just to dress their homes in flags and bunting, 
but to dress themselves in 1940s’ style, listen 
to music from the era, and to eat traditional 
scones from decorative china tea plates. Old 
army vehicles were on show in driveways; 
even a modern white van got in the mood by 
being draped in camouflage netting. In lock-
down people were resourceful and showed 
committed enthusiasm to enjoying the day, 
and being as sociable as was possible in a time 
of restrictions. The sun shone on us all day, as 
Colonel Tom Moore remembered it doing for 
them in 1945, and Emsworth certainly did jus-
tice to the occasion.
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Emsworth in LockdownEmsworth in Lockdown

Routine collapsed and life stood still

Unreal, unsettling, vastly strange

A time of worry and of grief 

A time with little clear relief

Yet skylarks brightly sang at Redlands Grange 

A time of queues and stocking up

And fears about a lower wage

Time spent at home, time to reflect,

With weekly claps to show respect

Still Union Jacks flew high at Hermitage

A time of YouTube and of Zoom

Adapting fast to fill the hours

No work, no school, no friends to call,

But staying strong, for the long haul 

While on the uncut verges burst wild flowers

A time we noticed so much more -

A rainbow painted by a child

A bear spied through a window pane

The sky so quiet and clear again

A time when strangers said hello and smiled

Juliet Walker

Photos by Juliet Walker
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Readers Articles

ADDISON LAW
SOLICITORS

01243 372306

The personal, professional service
8 North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD

www.addisonlaw.co.uk

• Residential & 
commercial property

• Home Information Packs
• Wills, Probate & Trusts
• Inheritance Tax Planning

• Powers of Attorney
• Business Formations & 
Transfers

• Town & Country Planning
• Development of Land

Days out (and in) with dogs
Part 8. Lockdown Life 
Words by Lupo. Photographs by Juliet Walker

Late March 2020
Something is different. I know it is, but I am 
not entirely sure what. I’m still getting my 
walks, but I have not been taken to the pub 
this week; maybe that’s because I was de-
manding too many treats at the bar. Mostly 
we are at home, where manic gardening is 
taking place. She digs; I dig. She plants flow-
ers; I bury toys. This isn’t always appreciated.

One afternoon we dropped off shopping 
to friends who couldn’t go out much, then 
went to the marshes, which have everything 
I like: beach, undergrowth - and rabbits. As 
we made our way to Prinsted Bay we were 
approached by two police officers. Had they 
spotted my potential as a fearsome yet clever 
police sniffer dog? No, they were keen to find 
out whether my owner had walked or driven 
there. Maybe they had heard about my aim to 
be an eco-dog, and were actually checking up 
on how this was going. It is going very well. 
I have walked from my own front door for 
all my walks recently (apart from that one), 
sometimes up the road, sometimes down 
the road, and sometimes across the road. It’s 
good to have variety.

April 2020
I do not understand a number of things. 
When I was a puppy I was encouraged to 
meet all sorts of dogs, to sniff and socialise. 
That is the point of being a dog. I even went 
to socialisation classes, but socialising now 
seems to be out of fashion. Social distancing 
is the new craze, but I can’t get the hang of it. 
Some owners move their dogs away from me 
when I run to greet them, and walk smartly 
on. I am freshly groomed, so look and smell 
presentable - for the moment - so I cannot 
see any problem. It’s all very odd. I am miss-
ing expeditions with my friend Charlie, but 
at least the squirrels have not deserted the 
park. I am trying my best to socialise with 
them. They are not so keen.

Another strange thing I’ve noticed is that 
my owners never walk in a straight line any-
where these days. We take part in some sort 
of ritual dance on the pavement, sometimes 
crossing over the road when people approach, 
then back over again, sometimes edging into 
bushes or a driveway, and sometimes even 
stepping into the road and walking along it. 
That is something we never normally do. It 

is Forbidden and Dangerous. Has everyone 
gone mad?

Once a week there’s a mysterious sort of non-
walk. This involves walking to the gate, on 
my lead, looking at our neighbours, who are 
gathered at their gates, and clapping vigor-
ously. I stand patiently and wag my tail, just 
to join in. A large beast in agony bellows from 
next door. I’m told it is the exotic Vuvuzela 
species. Soon we go straight back inside. 
Another perplexing human activity.

May 2020
I have become a gardening sort of dog. When 
it gets too hot, I make a nest in the flower 
beds. It’s quite easy to get comfortable on 
tall, squashy plants; I even have a few dif-
ferent spots, depending on where it’s most 
shady. ‘Huh!’ says my owner, ‘Now we know 
what sort of creature was responsible for all 
those crop circles – not aliens, but Cockapoos.’ 
She also says I’ve got cloth ears these days, 
which must refer to my increasingly hairy and 
dishevelled look.

It seems that something is changing again. 
We had a break from routine! We got in the 
car (but only for a few minutes) and went for a 
walk in the countryside (for quite a few more 
minutes). This has made everyone happy. 
We are still doing the strange on and off the 
pavement steps, but there are more cars to 
avoid. 

Are things going back to normal? I can’t re-
member what normal was like, but I think that 
it involved going to the groomers. Hmmmph.

March 
2020

Gardening 
Dog

May 
2020

Out and 
About Dog

April 
2020
Social 

Distancing 
Dog
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C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
W e  p u b l i s h  T h e  E m s , 
h o ld  q u a r t e r ly  p u b l ic  
m e e t in g s , c o n t r ib u t e  
t o  E m sw o r t h .o r g .u k  
a n d  p o s t  F a c e b o o k  a n d  
In s t a g r a m  u p d a t e s

S c r u t i n y
T h e  E R A  c o m m e n t s  
o n  m a jo r  p la n n in g  
a p p l ic a t io n s  a n d  t h e  
L o c a l  P la n . W e  m e e t  
r e g u la r ly  w it h  lo c a l  
c o u n c i l lo r s  a n d  c a l l  
t h e m  t o  a c c o u n t

L o b b y i n g
W e  lo b b y  lo c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  
p u b l ic  b o d ie s  o n  i s s u e s  
in c lu d in g  t r a n s p o r t , 
in f r a s t r u c t u r e , t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  
c o m m u n it y  s a f e t y

M a in t a i n i n g
W e  lo o k  a f t e r  t h e  t o w n  
c lo c k  a n d  k e e p  t h e  b u s  
s h e lt e r s  in  g o o d  r e p a i r

G r a n t s
W e  o ff e r  c o m m u n it y  
c h e s t  g r a n t s  o f  u p  t o  
£ 1 0 0 0  t o  s u p p o r t  lo c a l  
g r o u p s

P a r t n e r s h i p s
W e  s e t  u p  t h e  Yo u t h  
F o r u m , a r e  a  p a r t  o f  
t h e  H o s p i t a l  S t e e r in g  
G r o u p , w o r k  c lo s e ly  w it h  
E m sw o r t h  F o r u m , t h e  
L a n d  T r u s t , t h e  B u s in e s s  
A s s o c a t io n  a n d  m a n y  
o t h e r s

J o i n  t o d a y  - £ 5  p e r  h o u s e h o ld  - y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  w i l l :
• E n s u r e  T h e  E m s  c o n t in u e s  t o  b e  a  r e g u la r  s o u r c e  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  lo c a l  n e w s
• C o n t r ib u t e  t o  t h e  C o m m u n it y  C h e s t  F u n d  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  lo c a l  g r o u p s
• E n a b le  u s  t o  s e n d  y o u  a  m o n t h ly  u p d a t e  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  f a c e d  b y  t h e  
c o m m u n it y  a n d  h o w  t h e  E R A  i s  r e s p o n d in g .

w w w .e m s w o r t h .o r g .u k

“P le a se  jo in  th e  E R A  to d a y  
to  h e lp  u s  c o n t in u e  to  
m a k e  Em sw o r th  a  g re a t  
p la c e  to  l iv e  in ”

T h e o  S c h o fi e ld , C h a ir, E R A

J o in  t h e  E m sw o r t h  R e s id e n t s ’ A s s o c ia t io n
A  Vo ic e  fo r th e  C om m un ity

Obituaries
Shirley Dent (1952 – 2020)
Shirley was a taxi driver 
in Emsworth for 22 years 
and ran Shirley’s Cars for 
10 years. She was a very 
popular person in the town 
and as well as local trips 
also did airport runs. She 
was known for going out 
of her way to help elderly 
residents. Many people 
including the editor have 
used her services to take 
them to Gatwick to begin a 
holiday. 

Shirley was born in 
Germany to a military 
family and moved to the 
Emsworth area in 1966 
where she lived for the rest 
of her life. She is survived 
by her partner Richard, 
two daughters, one son, 
two step children, nine 
grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren. She 
was loved by all and will be 
extremely missed. 

Shirley had been living 

with bone cancer for some 
while but this did not stop 
her carrying on her business 
in a cheerful and positive 
way. She eventually suc-
cumbed to the Coronavirus. 
She died at QA hospital 
in April 2020. Taxi drivers 
and bus drivers have been 
particularly susceptible 
to Coronavirus with many 
dying, particularly in the 
London area. 

David Jones (1930 -2020) 
(ERA Committee member 1996 -2017) 
Words by Lorraine Clode 

It is with sadness that we report 
former ERA President David 
Jones’ recent death. He served 
on the ERA Committee from 1996 
and was the chair from 2003 - 
2006. He then served as Vice 
President and later President 
from 2006 – 2017. Preserving 
green spaces was his personal hot 
button and he worked tirelessly 
to achieve this despite pressure 
to lose them.

David, together with past Chairman Chris 
Curry, handled the complex Inspectors Enquiry 
on land west of Horndean Recreation Ground 
and the same Enquiry that took Redlands 
Grange off HBC’s Reserve List (subsequently 
it was developed). Brendan Gibb-Gray recalls 
the Inspector complementing the pair on their 
professional submissions. The 42 acres of 
open space at Redlands Grange is largely due 
to the commitment of these two stalwarts of 
the ERA.

The Emsworth Design Statement (EDS) was 
published in July 2008. 

Ann Davies recollects the project being ini-
tiated by the ERA and then established as an 
independent organisation. David established 
a committee to co-ordinate the five-year pro-
ject. He had the vision to produce a document 
that would be of material use in the planning 

process and also be valued by the 
community. 

Two project highlights illustrate 
how the ERA communications 
environment for this type of com-
munity project has changed in the 
last 12-18 years. In January 2004 
a questionnaire was included in 
The Ems. From the date it went 
to Press it took several weeks for 
the earliest response. Imagine 
the pleasure and encouragement 

when over 20% of households responded.
In April 2004, a full response was published 

in The Ems. In February 2005 the initial draft 
was displayed for one and a half days. Almost 
400 people visited, the majority of whom 
spent between 45-60 minutes and were very 
complementary. This too was encouraging and 
ultimately led to the final EDS publication in 
July 2008.

The Planning environment has now changed, 
and David would have been pleased that much 
of the core of the EDS has been incorporated 
into the Neighbourhood Plan and was praised 
by the Assessor. The ERA wishes to pay tribute 
to all David has done over the years, both while 
serving on committees or quietly in the back-
ground supporting those of us fortunate to 
have worked with him. We send condolences 
to Gill and family.

(Editor. If you would like to celebrate the life of a recently deceased loved 
one in The Ems please contact the editor and we will try to include short 

tribute in the next edition. Email: editor.theems@outlook.com )

Shirley - a local 
taxi driver was 

known for going 
out of her way 
to help elderly 

residents
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Art Workshop: 9am–11am, Mondays at 
Emsworth Community Centre, North Street. 
Open to all with an interest in painting. 
Contact Edgar Baileff 01243 376674

Bench Theatre: Club nights first and third 
Thursday of month at The Spring, East 
Street, Havant. Contact: Janice Halsey secre-
tary@benchtheatre.org.uk

Bourne Quilters: 7.15pm, first Monday of 
month, Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact Averil Menzies 01243 375506

Emsworth Art Group: 9am-11.30am, 
Wednesdays, Emsworth Community Centre, 
North Street. Sessions are full; waiting list 
available. Contact Anne Elgood 01243 377228

Emsworth Concert Band: 7.30pm-9.30pm 
on Thursdays, St James’ Church Hall, Church 
Path. Contact guyandjo@btinternet.com

Emsworth Flower Club: 2pm, fourth Friday of 
month, St James’ Church Hall, Church Path. 
Contact Vanessa Davies, Secretary 02392 
789282

Emsworth Meridian Singers and Choir: 
7pm-9pm, main choir meets alternative 
Wednesdays and Fridays, Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact 
Louise Russell 07985 606670

Emsworth Morning WI: 9.45am, second 
Friday of month, Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street. New members wel-
come. Contact: Kate Randall 01243 373637

Emsworth Players: Drama group. Contact Jim 
Strudwick 01243 372543, jim.strudwick@
yahoo.co.uk

Emsworth Watercolours Group: 2pm-
4pm, Mondays and Thursdays, Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact 
David Moignard 02392 267498

Havant Light Opera: 7.30pm, Mondays at The 
Spring Arts & Heritage Centre, East Street, 
Havant. Contact Judy Halpin 02392 570545, 
www.havantlightopera.co.uk

Hole in the Wall Pottery: Five groups, facil-
ities are behind the Emsworth Community 
Centre. Contact Clive Yeomans 01243 375860

Institches: Stitch ‘n’ Bitch group – knit, 
crochet, stitch – 10am-12noon, Fridays at 
Hewitts, South Street. Drop in, it’s free. 
We are about laughter, fun and friendship. 
Contact Judy Williams 07906 214963, 
Judywilliams9@googlemail.com

Renaissance Choir: Rehearsals, 7.30pm-
9.30pm, Fridays at Emsworth Community 
Centre. More info www.renaissancechoir.org.uk

Art & Craft Groups

Children & Youth Groups

Churches & Religious 
Groups

Community Organisations

Babies, Biscuits and Banter: Suitable for 
babies and young toddlers. 9.30am-11am, 
Tuesdays, St James’ Church. Contact Parish 
Administrator 01243 372428, parishofficew-
we@gmail.com

Boys’ Brigade: 6.15pm-7.30pm, Tuesdays in 
term time, for boys aged 5-13 years. New Life 
Christian Church, Thorney Road. Contact: The 
Church Office 01243 373566, boysbrigade@
nlccuk.org

Girls’ Brigade (3rd): 6.15pm-7.30pm, Tuesdays 
in term time, for girls aged 5-13 years. Meets 
at New Life Christian Church, Thorney Road. 
Contact: The Church Office 01243 373566, 
girlsbrigade@nlccuk.org

Girls’ Brigade (1st): 5.45pm-7.15 pm, Tuesdays, 
for 4-10 years and 7pm-8.30pm, Tuesdays, 
10-18 years, Emsworth Baptist Church Hall, 
North Street. Contact: Eleanor Day 0776 250 
2380

Girl Guiding UK: Rainbows (ages 5-10 yrs), 
Brownies (ages 7-10 yrs), Guides (ages 10-15 
yrs), senior (15+). See website: www.girlguid-
inghantseast.org.uk

Melana: Dance classes for young people up to 
20 years, pre-school ‘music and movement’ 
classes and adult tap dancing at Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: 
Louisa Chandler 07717 327200.

Mumbaba: Music classes for babies and 
toddlers, 10am, Wednesdays in term 
time, Emsworth Sports and Social Club, 
43 Havant Road. Contact: Hester Allen 
07891310380, hester@mumbaba.co.uk

Parents & Toddlers Group: Tuesdays, 9.30am-
11.30am in term time, New Life Christian 
Church, Thorney Road. Contact: 01243 
373566, toddlers@nlccuk.org

Peek a Boo Moves: Creative dance sessions 
for children available online. Contact: Jo Cone 
07947 374222, go to Facebook @peekaboo-
moves, www.joconedance.co.uk 

Scouts: Livingstone Cub Pack, Beaver 
Section, Drake Cub Pack, Explorers, Scout 
Troop, all meet at the Scout Hut, Conigar 
Road. Contact: membership@emsworth-
scouts.org.uk

Topspin Table Tennis: 6pm-7.30pm, Tuesdays 
during term time, for 9-18 years with 
coaching and development at Emsworth 
Community Centre, just turn-up and play. 
Contact: 01243 373805

Baptist Church: North Street, Emsworth. 
Contact: 01243 375606

Methodist Church and Pastoral Centre: The 
Square, Emsworth. Contact: 01243 373773

New Life Christian Church: Meetings 
for Senior Citizens, 2.30pm-4pm, first 
Wednesday of month, Thorney Road. Main 
contact: 01243 373566. For help with trans-
port call: 01243 371647

St James’ Church (CofE): The Rectory, Church 
Path. Contact: 01243 372428

St Thomas’ Church (Roman Catholic): 24 New 
Brighton Road. Contact: 02392 484520

St Thomas a Becket (CofE): Church Lane, 
Warblington. Contact: 01243 372428

Waterside United Reformed Church: Bath 
Road, Emsworth. Contact: 01243 375557 

Westbourne Bell-Ringers, Westbourne 
Church, Westbourne Road. Practice 7pm-9pm 
on Mondays. Service ringing on Sundays. 
Contact Tower Captain Peter Wilkinson, 
Westbourne@SCACR.org or Jason Crouch 
07802 474899

Community First: Services in the area such 
as community transport and Shop Mobility. 
Contact 0300 500 8085, support@cfirst.org.
uk, www.cfirst.org.uk

Ems Valley community transport: Volunteer 
driver car service for those unable to use 
public transport. Journeys to hospital, GP 
surgery, dentists, social events and shopping 
although medical journeys take precedence. 
All enquiries including how to volunteer: 
01243 371903, email.evctsec@gmail.com

Emsworth Business Association: Networking 
and profiling association for local businesses. 
Join via its website: www.emsworth.org.uk/
about/the-eba/join-the-eba/. Queries sent to 
Lulu Bowerman, Chairman lulu.bowerman@
havant.gov.uk

Emsworth Community Association: To 
promote the health and wellbeing of the 
inhabitants of Emsworth and neighbouring 
areas by providing education, recreation and 
social activities in premises which are both 
comfortable and accessible to all. Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. 10am-12 
noon, Monday to Friday. Contact: 01243 
373805, info@emsworthcommunitycentre.
org.uk

Emsworth Community Land Trust: 
Creating affordable homes and community 
spaces. New members and volunteers 
welcome. Contact: Ellie Turnbull, Secretary 
01243 432548, info@emsworthclt.org.
uk, www.emsworthclt.org.uk

Community Contacts
Community Activities in Emsworth
Please note, while some activities listed below will not start 
again till the autumn due to the social distancing measures in 
place, several groups continue to operate on social media and 
via meeting services such as Zoom. Many are also working 
behind the scenes and are able to offer help and advice. Some 
groups will be seeking volunteers.

Solent Male Voice Choir: 7.30pm, Tuesdays at 
in The Pallant Centre, Havant. Membership 
open to all men 18 years+. No musical ability 
required, just enthusiasm. Contact Dave 
McVittie dmcv@solentmalevoicechoir.org, 
www.solentmalevoicechoir.org

Emsworth Forum: To promote the social, eco-
nomic and environmental well-being of the 
neighbourhood. An approved Neighbourhood 
Forum under the Localism Act 2011, which 
brings together local residents and organisa-
tions to a Neighbourhood Plan for the future. 
Contact: emsworthforum@gmail.com

Emsworth Good Neighbours: Offers help 
with transport to hospitals, medical appoint-
ments, shopping, befriending, collecting pre-
scriptions etc. Contact: 01243 430999, info@
emsworthgoodneighbours.org.uk, www.
emsworthgoodneighbours.org.uk 

Emsworth Horticultural Society: Organises 
Emsworth Show, Horticultural supplies hut 
at Washington Road, talks and coach outings. 
Contact: Lyn Davies 01243 373810, emshor-
ticultural@gmail.com, www.emsworthhorti-
culturalsociety.org.uk

Emsworth Library: Open 9.30am-1pm, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays. 9.30am-
5pm. 9.30am-5pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
9am-7pm, Fridays. Contact: 0300 555 1387, 
emsworth.library@hants.gov.uk, www.hants.
gov.uk/library

Emsworth Museum: North Street. Open to 
visitors: 10.30am-4.30pm on Saturdays/
Bank holidays and 2.30pm-4.30pm on 
Sundays, from April to October. 2.30pm-
4.30pm on Fridays in August. Museum mem-
bers open 2-4pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
For research, donation enquiries and event 
ticket sales contact: Museum Office 01243 
378091, emsworthmuseum.org.uk 

Emsworth Probus Club: A group of retired 
businessmen who meet at the Brookfield 
Hotel for lunch on the last Monday of each 
month. Contact: Leo Ward, Chairman 02393 
075381 or Peter Spreckley 01243 
371390. Annual subscription is £15.00 plus 
lunch costs.

Emsworth Residents’ Association: an in-
dependent, non-political organisation run 
by volunteers that work to represent the 
interests of the whole community to help 
make Emsworth a pleasant, safe and caring 
place to live and work. New members and 
volunteers are always welcome. Contact: 
Theo Schofield chairman.era@outlook.com, 
www.emsworth.org.uk/the-era. Publisher of 
The Ems newspaper (editor.theems@outlook.
com).

Emsworth-St Aubin Twinning Association: 
for more information and activities between 
both towns Contact John Auric, Membership 
Secretary 01243 379018 or Judi Milburn, 
Chair 02392 471645, www.emsworthstaubin.
org.uk.

Emsworth Trefoil Guild. Social group for all 
ex-guiders or girl guides. Meets at Methodist 
International Hall, The Square, Emsworth on 
the first Monday of each month from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. New members welcome. Contact: 
Marion Lea 01243 376886, marionlea7@
hotmail.com 
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Health Organisations

Nature Conservation

Political Representation

Sport & Social Clubs

Alzheimer’s Society Memory Café: Support 
group for carers of people with dementia. 10 
am-12noon, fourth Tuesday of month (except 
December), Masonic Hall, Waterloo Road, 
Havant. Contact: 02392 892035

ArthritisFirst: Exercise Classes for anyone 
with mobility problems, run by an expe-
rienced Chartered Physiotherapist. All 
ages and abilities welcome. Classes at the 
Community Centre. 3pm–4 pm, Mondays. 
9.50am-10.50am and 11am-12noon, 
Tuesdays. Classes are also held in Havant and 
Chichester. Contact Juliette 07974 238787, 
02392 413885, www.arthritisfirst.co.uk

Emsworth Keep Fit 1: shape up with Sally, 
10am-11am, Thursdays term time.

Emsworth Keep Fit 2 shape up with Sally, 
11.30am-12.30pm Thursday term time. 
Emsworth Community Centre, North Street. 
Contact: 01962 857099, www.brendoncare.
org.uk/clubs

Emsworth Kurling Club: 2pm-4pm, Mondays 
at the Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact: 01962 857099, www.bren-
doncare.org.uk/clubs

Emsworth Stroke Club: Meets 2pm-4pm 
most Thursdays, in Emsworth Centre, South 
Street. Contact: Mrs G Knight 02392 473091

Emsworth Surgery: 6 North Street. Contact: 
01243 378812.

Brook Meadow Conservation Group: 9.30am-
12noon, first Sunday and third Thursday of 
every month. Meet at Seagull Lane entrance 
by HQ/Tool store. Tools and gloves supplied, 
and refreshments. Contact: colin.bmcg@
btinternet.com

Emsworth Tree Wardens: Taking care of trees 
in Emsworth and surrounding area. Various 
ongoing tree-related projects. Contact: 
Yvonne Copeland 01243 389877

Friends of Emsworth Memorial Garden. 
Helping to maintain the garden on the south-
east corner of Horndean Road Recreation 
Ground. Work sessions: 10 am, second 
Monday of each month. Contact: 01243 
371486

Friends of Emsworth Waysides: A conser-
vation group set up to monitor and survey 
waysides and verges in Emsworth, in order 
to foster biodiversity and create a network of 
wildlife corridors. Contact: Jane Brook 01243 
430493

Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadows: A 
conservation group holding monthly work 
parties all year round at Hampshire Farm 
Meadows, a 42 acre area of open space in 
North Emsworth. Contact: hfmfriends@
gmail.com

Friends of Hollybank Woods: Contact: 
Andrew Brook 01243 430493

Friends of Nore Barn Woods: Work ses-
sions: 9.30am-12noon, second Saturdays 
of each month. Tools, coffee and biscuits 
provided, bring gloves. Meet at shore end of 
Warblington Road. Contact: Roy Ewing 01243 
370705

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust: 
Holds monthly talks between September-
March, plus weekly wildlife walks and nature 
notes. Contact: www.hiwwt.org.uk 

Emsworth Ward Councillors – Havant 
Borough Council (HBC)

Lulu Bowerman (Conservative) (2016 – 2021*) 
101 Havant Road, Emsworth PO10 7LF. Tel: 
07874 885366, lulu.bowerman@havant.gov.
uk * 5 year tem due to cancellation of local 
elections in 2020)

Julie Thain-Smith (Conservative) (2019 – 
2023) c/o Havant Borough Council, Public 
Service Plaza, Civic Centre Road, Havant, 
PO9 2AX. Contact: 07895 940329, Julie.
thain-smith@Havant.gov.uk

Richard Kennett (Conservative) (2018 – 2022) 
53 Skylark Avenue, Emsworth PO10 7GB. 
Contact: 07780 236443, richard.kennett@
havant.gov.uk

Regular HBC local Councillor surgeries take 
place at International House, Methodist 
Church, in the square. Councillors are availa-
ble to talk to residents about local issues. To 
make an appointment contact lulu.bower-
man@havant.gov.uk

Hampshire County Council

Emsworth & St Faiths division

Ray Bolton (Conservative) (2017 – 2021) 22 
Wade Court Road, Havant, PO9 2SU. Contact: 
023 9247 9682, ray.bolton@hants.gov.uk 

Chichester District Council 

Westbourne Ward (1 seat)

Roy Briscoe (Conservative) (2019 -2023) 
Bumblebee Cottage, Duffield Lane, 
Woodmancote, Westbourne PO10 8PZ. 
Contact: 01243 696376, rbriscoe@chichester.
gov.uk

Southbourne Ward (2 seats) 

Jonathan Brown (Liberal Democrat) (2019 – 
2023) 21 Stein Road, Southbourne, Emsworth 
PO10 8LB. Contact: 07890 595450, jbrown@
chichester.gov.uk

Tracie Bangert (Liberal Democrat) (2019 
-2023) 209 Main Road, Southbourne, 
Emsworth PO10 8EZ. Contact 01243 
375782, tbangert@chichester.gov.uk

West Sussex County Council

Bourne division 

Mike Magill (Conservative) (2019-2021) 
Waterways, Westbourne Road, Westbourne, 
PO10 8UL. Contact 07920 573915, mike.
magill@westsussex.gov.uk

Members of Parliament

Havant (including Emsworth)

Alan Mak, (Conservative) Building 6000, 
Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, 
Havant PO9 1SA. Contact: 023 9241 5620, 
alan.mak.mp@parliament.uk

Chichester (including Southbourne and 
Westbourne)

Gillian Keegan (Conservative) St John’s 
House, St John’s Street, Chichester PO19 1UU, 
gillian.keegan.mp@parliament.uk

Badminton club: Friendly badminton club, 
for all abilities. 8pm-9.30pm every Thursday. 
Bourne Leisure Centre, Southbourne. First 
evening free. Contact: carolbaptist@aol.com

Circle Dancing: 2.30pm-4.30pm, second 
Sunday of month, 2.30pm-4.30pm. 
Westbourne Parish Hall, Westbourne Road, 
Westbourne. Contact: Jane Richards 01243 
378531

Coal Exchange Football Club. Team plays in 
the West Sussex League on Saturday after-
noons. Contact: James Laycock 0781 855 1216

Dance/Social Group: 8pm-10pm, 
Wednesdays, St James’ Parish Hall, Church 
Path. Contact: Brenda Payne 01243 378743

Emsworth Bowling Club: Plays April to 
September plus bridge/cribbage October 
to March and other social events. Contact: 
Martin Roberts 02392 412759

Emsworth Bridge Club: 7pm-10pm, every 
Tuesday evening, Emsworth Sports & Social 
Club, 43 Havant Road. Contact: 01243 376037

Emsworth Chess Club: 7.30pm, Thursdays. 
Emsworth Sports & Social Club, 43 Havant 
Road. Contact: Kier Eyles 023 9248 4778, 
emsworthchessclub.co.uk.

Emsworth Cricket Club: Go to: emsworth.
play-cricket.com

Emsworth & Havant Homing Society: 
Contact: 01243 431320 

Emsworth Rambling Club: Friendly walking 
group, meets weekly on Thursdays (short 
walks 4-5 miles) and Sundays (longer walks 
7-8 miles). No joining fee, just come along. 
Some social events. Contact: hiltim@btinter-
net.com, heatheragale@mypostoffice.co.uk

Emsworth Sailing Club: 55 Bath Road, 
Emsworth. Contact: 01243 372850

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club: Quay Mill, 
The Quay, South Street, Emsworth. Contact: 
01243 372523

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club Radio Sailors: 
10am-12noon, Thursdays and 10am-12noon 
(winter only). Contact: John Galyer 07971 
827995, 02392 355745

Emsworth Sports & Social Club: 43 Havant 
Road. Contact: the Steward 01243 376037

Friends of Emsworth Community Health: 
Supports organisations providing health-re-
lated facilities in Emsworth. Contact: Irene 
Craig 01243 378635 Email: irenecraig71@
gmail.com

Havant Friends of the Earth: Contact: Patricia 
Williamson 01243 378560.

Havant Rotary Club: Meets every Monday 
at 6pm at Bear Hotel, East Street, Havant. 
Contact: Ian Swinton 01243 251776

Hewitt’s, 35 South Street. Community café 
and hall for hire. Contact: 01243 213600

Mothers’ Union: Contact Margaret Cornick, 
Secretary 01243 378044 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
Emsworth Branch: Contact Caroline 
Tilley01243 699451 Email: Caroline_tilley@
yahoo.com

St John Ambulance: Fraser Road, Havant. 
Contact: Jennifer.quibell@sja.org.uk

SYRCH/Southleigh Community Hall, Lutman 
Street. To hire contact: Steve Baldwin 07795 
321689

University of the Third Age, Emsworth U3A. 
Over 30 subject groups that meet monthly. 
10.15am, third Friday of month, except 
August and December. General meeting at St 
James Church Hall, Church Path. Contact: Gill 
Polgreen 01243 389983, gIll.polgreen@gmail.
com, www.emsworthu3a.org.uk 

University of the Third Age, Ems Valley U3A. 
Over 40 subject groups that meet monthly. 
2pm, fourth Thursday of month, except 
August and December. General meeting at 
St James Church Hall, Church Path. Contact: 
Anne Powell, Chair 01243 430018, www.
emsvalleyu3a.org.uk 

WemsFest. World music and comedy at local 
venues. Contact: Mark Millington-Ringwood, 
Artistic Director 01243 370501, 07802 
500050 www.wemsfest.com

End the week meditation: 6.15pm-6.45pm, 
Fridays. Free event, all welcome. A simple 
led meditation. The Hayloft, Palmers Road 
(first building on left hand side of Palmers 
Road). Contact: Dinah Lawson 01243 459532, 
dinahlawson42@gmail.com

Green Wellbeing holistic services: 9.45am-
12.30pm, Fridays term time only. Free event, 
all welcome, guest speakers in the health and 
wellbeing field each week plus healing, drinks 
and snacks. The Hayloft, Palmers Road (first 
building on left hand side of Palmers Road). 
Contact: Gemma 07527 689032, gemma@
green-Wellbeing.co.uk 

www.green-wellbeing.co.uk

MHA Singing for the Mind: dementia friendly 
singing group. Everyone welcome. 10am-
12noon, second Friday of each month. St 
James’ Church Parish Hall. Contact: 023 9387 
8777, havant@rightathomeuk.com

Silver Linings: 10.30am-2.30pm, Wednesdays 
at Hewitt’s, 35 South Street. Activities for 
older people including board games, excur-
sions and theatre trips. Transport to and from 
the centre can be arranged at cost. Contact: 
Liz Porter or Sue Kell 01243 213600

Southbourne Surgery: 337 Main Road, 
Southbourne. Contact: 01243 388740

Walking to Health in Emsworth: Free, safe, 
short walks, 10am, Wednesdays, meet at 
the SYRCH Centre, Lutman Street. Contact: 
Pauline Bond 01243 376302 or Robert Self 
02392 484412

Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association: 
Protects and conserves the wildlife and 
natural environment of Slipper Mill Pond for 
the benefit and quiet enjoyment of the pub-
lic. Contact: Nick Madina, Chairman 01243 
377749, info@smppa.org.uk

Community Contacts

Please notify the editor if 
you wish details of your 
group to be added to this 
page (Voluntary, church, 
charitable, community, not-
for-profit groups only). 

Please notify editor if your 
group entry needs to be 
amended. 

David Harris, Editor, email: 
editor.theems@outlook.com
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Emsworth People

NEWS FROM OUR MP

Nominate now for my Coronavirus  
Community Hero Awards 

The last few months have been tough for many local resi-
dents, and I know the sacrifices that have been made to help 
us control the virus and save lives. But while Coronavirus has 
challenged us all, it has also brought out the very best in our 
communities. I’m proud that more than 400 residents signed-
up for my Local Volunteer Network, supporting hundreds of 
other residents across the whole constituency. 

I want to celebrate everyone who helped in the community, 
going above and beyond to help family, friends, neighbours 
and people they didn’t know at all. That’s why I’ve launched 
my Coronavirus Community Hero Awards to recognise the 

contribution that many in our community have made. If you 
know someone who has made a contribution to helping the 
vulnerable or those in need, please nominate them through 
my website to recognise and thank them for their work. It 
could be an individual, business, community group or volun-
tary body that deserves recognition.

 You can nominate online by visiting AlanMak.org.uk/
HeroAwards

If you’re still isolating and need help and support, you can 
contact me by visiting AlanMak.org.uk/IsolationHelp and I’ll 
ensure you’re connected to someone who can help. You can 
also call the Hampshire Response Hub on 0333 370 4000.

In the last month the Government has announced some 
easing of the lockdown restrictions. To find out more visit 
the dedicated section of my website www.AlanMak.org.uk/
Covid19 that I’m keeping up-to-date with the latest informa-
tion and advice I receive.

 In the last few weeks I’ve also been working closely with 
Havant and Waterlooville FC, where I am Vice President and a 
season ticket holder, to help them secure a playoff place in the 
National League South. The Hawks were second in the table 
when football stopped in March, which would have normally 
entitled them to a playoff position. They were initially told by 
the League authorities that the playoffs could not take place 
due because the League misinterpreted Government restric-
tions. I took up the case with the Sports Minister, who agreed 

with my view that the Hawks are eligible to play if they can 
do so safely. Following my intervention, the National League 
has now changed its recommendation to enable playoffs, a 
decision that has now been endorsed by the other clubs in 
the division through a vote.

I hope that everyone stays safe and I’ll continue to provide 
regular updates to my email newsletter subscribers. To sub-
scribe for updates, visit AlanMak.org.uk/Newsletter.

Alan Mak MP, 
Member of Parliament for Havant 

Philip Portal of PDN Wines (Portal,  
Dingwall and Norris) Ivy Wines
Words and pictures by David Harris

Name: Philip Portal of PDN Wines, 
Main Road, Hermitage.

Position: Managing Partner of 
PDN Wines

What do you offer? PDN are 
wine merchants who run a 
wine shop in Hermitage and a 

wine importing and wholesale 
business. We import wines from 

France, Spain, Italy, South Africa and 
New Zealand. PDN supply restaurants 

and wine wholesalers across the UK. We also sell a wide 
range of spirits and have a specialist whisky cellar. 

Where did the name Portal, Digwall and Norris come from?
In 1830 Charles and Joseph Dingwall started a wine and spir-
its business in London. They were joined by brothers, Richard 
and Bernard Portal who are ancestors of the present owner. 
The company expanded and by 1892, when Arthur Norris 
joined and brought Lemon Hart Rum with him, the company 
were already sole proprietors and shippers of Fonseca port 
and had important concerns in Glenlivet whisky as well as 
sherry, brandy and French wines. The companies merged 
to become United Rum Merchants and eventually became 
part of Allied Domecq. In 1993, Philip Portal acquired his an-
cestor’s business trading name for his own wine and spirits 
shop, Ivy Wines. 

What were your previous jobs? I have been in the wine 
business since 1987 when I began importing champagne 
from France. I then started a wine wholesale business and 
in 1991 opened Ivy Wines in Westbourne which traded until 

2001. In 1994 I acquired the present shop at 48 Main Road. 
I have also worked for Waitrose and in France.

Why did you decide to open in Hermitage? The current site 
has customer parking and a large warehouse area.

What do you like about running your own business? The 
independence and ability to make your own decisions.

How many people do you employ? We have seven staff.

What has been your experience during the Coronavirus 
emergency? PDN wines have stayed open as we are an es-
sential business. The restaurant and wholesale side of the 
business was put on hold until the hospitality businesses 
can reopen. PDN have been part of the Emsworth Alliance 
and provided deliveries of wine to local residents.

What are your best-selling lines? South African wines are 
very popular as they offer good value. PDN also sell a lot of 
French wine which we import ourselves.

Future plans: PDN have a new website and hope to develop 
online sales with free delivery in the PO9/10 area.

PDN Wines are open from 9 
a.m. – 5.30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday and from 10 a.m. –  
4 p.m. on Saturdays.

PDN Wines, 48 Main Road, 
Hermitage, Emsworth  
PO10 8AU. Tel: 01243 
377883. www.pdnwines.com

Alan delivering food to a local resident during the lockdown Alan works closely with the local police


