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At the end of July Hampshire County Council (HCC) 
announced that Emsworth’s library would be spared from 
threatened closure. Our much loved library will continue to 
operate from 23 High Street, with reduced opening hours, 
until sometime in 2021 when it will relocate to Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Back in January, HCC 
stated that Emsworth was one of 10 libraries they wished to 
close subject to consultation. 

The people of Emsworth responded and a 
public meeting was convened on 11 February 
at the Baptist Church. Over 150 residents 
listened to Nicola Horsey, HCC lead officer 
on libraries, set out HCC’s need to save £1.76 
million from the library budget. The residents 
were determined and constructive and made 
it very clear to Ms Horsey that they wanted 
a library in Emsworth run by the Hampshire 
Library Service. The meeting was the turning 
point in the campaign. 

Across Hampshire over 21,000 residents 
completed the online consultation exercise 
with over 1,000 Emsworth people contributing. 
Behinds the scenes the Emsworth Residents 
Association (ERA), Emsworth Community 
Association (ECA) and local politicians worked 
hard to come up with a solution. Closure of 
our library would have had a devastating 
effect on our community and taken away a 
valuable resource from our town centre. Other 
towns whose libraries were threatened with 
closure petitioned and protested to no avail. 
In Emsworth we offered a workable solution 
which has saved the library. The decision by all 
the groups who met together at the start was 
to take a constructive approach rather than a 
public campaign. 

The real issue with Emsworth Library was 
not its popularity (it has 2,227 members and 
67,527 visits p.a.) but its very high overheads, 
of c. £100,000 p.a. In order to provide a 
sustainable solution it was agreed that the 
library, staffed by professional assistants, 
could be rehoused in under-used space within 
the Community Centre. The ECA, who own 
the Community Centre, agreed to offer space 
in return for a modest financial contribution 
from HCC. Once the library has relocated it 
may be possible to extend opening hours using 
volunteers. 

HCC Councillor for Emsworth, Ray Bolton 
said: “Thank you to all the residents that 
worked in partnership with us to keep open 
the Emsworth Library. The excellent result 
that we are set to achieve shows what can be 
done when the whole community comes to-
gether to achieve a common goal. So whether 
you responded to the public consultation or at-
tended one of the public meetings it all helped 
make a key difference.

HCC Leader Councillor Sean Woodward said: 
“In coming to this decision, we have carefully 
analysed data on library use, alongside the val-
uable input of more than 21,000 people who 
shared their views in our public consultation. 
I have spoken to many consultees and visited 
every library in Hampshire.”

In August a further consultation was car-
ried out about the opening hours of existing 
libraries. This is expected to reduce the open-
ing hours of most libraries by about 20%. 
Emsworth Library is currently (October) open 
on Tues 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Fri 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m and 2 pm. – 4 p.m. Sat 10 a.m. – 1 
p.m. As from 1 January 2021 Emsworth Library 
will be open: Tues 9.30 a.m. – 5 p.m., Thurs 9.30 
a.m. – 5 p.m., Fri 9.30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Sat 9.30 
a.m. – 1.30 p.m. (Closed Mon and Weds).

The Ems and the ERA has been proud to sup-
port the campaign to keep the library open. We 
first raised awareness of this issue on the front 
page of the Winter 2020 edition. In the Spring 
2020 edition we gave a full page to the 11 
February meeting (see above) and first floated 
the idea of a move to the Community Centre. 
In the Summer 2020 edition we gave another 
full page of updates about the library. The ERA 
and The Ems are your voice in the community. 
We will continue to campaign for local issues 
because we are a community newspaper who 
have been supporting Emsworth since 1977.

We saved 
the Library

“Thank you to all 
the residents 
(who) worked 

with us..it 
all helped 

make a key 
difference”  

Cllr Ray Bolton 
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Chairman’s Report
Words by Theo Schofield, Chair of the Emsworth Residents’ Association

This edition of The Ems contains a number 
of examples of the ways that commu-
nity action groups can make a real 
difference to the lives of people 
in Emsworth. These include 
the campaign to persuade the 
Hampshire Library Service to 
continue to run the Library 
in Emsworth, our front page 
story. The work of the Emsworth 
Alliance in mobilising volunteers 
to support people during the worst the 
lockdown. The charity, Verity’s Gift, raising 
funds to improve the Emsworth Park play 
area. Emsworth in Bloom maintaining all 
the floral displays in the town, and we must 
not forget the campaign to keep Emsworth 
Surgery in the community hospital. All these 
have been supported by the Emsworth 
Residents’ Association. 

The Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan 
described “what makes a successful town 
centre” as one that has a range of services 
within walking distance, creating footfall 
which benefits the local businesses and lo-
cal economy. Face-to-face interactions are 
more likely to occur on the street, and these 
chance encounters help improve individual 
happiness and wider social cohesion.

In the current climate we cannot take the 
future of our town for granted. Most of the 
businesses in the town are now open, and 
those that remained open during the lock-
down are benefitting from loyalty from their 
customers. However there are a number of 
premises that are empty or for sale.

The draft Town Plan, described on page 21, 
has been commissioned by the ERA, to con-
sider the ways that more pedestrian space 
could be created, traffic could be calmed, 
and the appearance of the town made more 

welcoming. It also proposes a cycle route 
through the town which could link with 

the Chichester-Emsworth path pro-
posed by Highways England.

The Town Plan is only a draw-
ing and a set of ideas for dis-
cussion and consultation. We 
are looking for comments from 

residents, businesses and the 
interested parties before arguing 

for its implementation.
The other immediate challenge is the 

Government’s White Paper on Planning, 
and its formula, or algorithm, for allocat-
ing housing requirements to councils. This 
would increase the number of houses to be 
built in Havant from 504 to 937 per year, 
as well as weakening Local Authorities in-
volvement in planning. If implemented this 
would have a major impact on Emsworth 
and the whole Borough, and the ERA will be 
making strong representations about this.

Your Residents Association contributes 
to the community in many ways. It pub-
lishes The Ems, which is delivered to every 
household in Emsworth. This keeps people 
informed and in contact with all the activ-
ities in the community. It represents our 
residents in discussions about planning, 
traffic and other issues. It works closely with 
other organisations, notably the Business 
Association and the Community Land Trust 
on developments in the town. For example 
the Town Plan, and has good working rela-
tionships with our three Ward Councillors. 
It also funds local groups and events. We 
depend on our members for your ideas and 
your support. Please consider joining if you 
have not already done so.

To become a member go to: https://mem-
bermojo.co.uk/era

Edition Deadline for copy and 
advertisements

Published on

Winter 2021 Monday 4 January Monday 18 January

Spring 2021 Monday 5 April Monday 19 April

Summer 2021 Monday 5 July Monday 19 July

Autumn 2021 Monday 4 October Monday 18 October

JOIN THE ERA
You can join the ERA online by going to: 
https://membermojo.co.uk/era

Why do I support the ERA?
Words by Jo Northney, ERA committee member (Youth)

I’m Jo Northey, I moved to Emsworth two 
years ago to be a pioneer minister at St James 
Church (Warblington with Emsworth). As part 
of this it’s really important to be immersed in 
the community to see its needs.  What better 
way that to be part of the ERA. 

The ERA is great; to have people who care 
about the different aspects of life in our town 
and will stand up to fight for what is right 
on behalf of the community is fantastic.  My 
background is teaching and youth work.  I’ve 
been part of the team looking at what could 
benefit our community for our youth.  It’s well 
known that our secondary aged young peo-
ple travel far and wide to school and often 
live far from school friends.  Emsworth has a 
variety of fabulous activities for our children 
and young people to be involved with if they 
like joining in sports/uniformed clubs and 
they have the money to do these.  There is a 
gap in provision for those who would prefer 
a less organised activities and places to meet 
up, especially when the weather gets colder.  

Last year we held a well-attended Youth 

Day joint with the ECLT and YMCA where the 
young people could enjoy a variety of activ-
ities and feedback to us what they would 
like.  We were hoping to repeat this but Covid 
made that hard over the summer so we hope 
by the spring we can do this and work with a 
group of young people to find a way forward 
with help from the YMCA. 

That is why I support the ERA.   Because 
it shows that when we work together we 
can make a difference to the lives of those 
in our community.  Through advocating for 
our people to the council, supporting com-
munity groups with grants and importantly 
The Ems which helps us to stay informed as 
a community in local matters.  All these make 
me proud of living in Emsworth and playing a 
part in the community here.

From the Archives     20 years ago - The Ems, October 2000
• The front page story was the news that 
Brook Meadow had been designated a Site of 
Importance for Nature (SINC) and that the Brook 
Meadow Conservation Group had been estab-
lished. (20 years on Brook Meadow is a popular 
destination for walkers and is kept in good order 
by the Conservation Group) 
• Also on the front page was a picture of the 
Mayor of Havant, Cllr Peter Quick unveiling a 
plaque on the “new” roundabout which now fea-
tured a replica of the ship Echo” and two anchors. 

(The planters on the roundabout now look very 
tired and the roundabout needs refurbishment) 
• The October 2000 edition also reported on 
the great success of the Emsworth Show which 
attracted over 5,000 visitors. (Attendances had 
been in decline in recent years and 2020 Show 
was cancelled due to the Coronavirus emergency. 
The Emsworth Horticultural Society will hold the 
2021 show on Monday 30 August 2021 at the 
New Life Church, Thorney Road)
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Letters to the Editor
Email: editor.theems@outlook.com

Cycle Lanes
I read the article in the summer edition of The Ems by 
Andrew Gould with interest and completely concur with 
his conclusions. Things have got to the point along this 
benighted road, where motorists must feel as exasper-
ated as cyclists.

With regard to the proposed new ‘safe’ cycle route 
between Emsworth and Chichester along the A259: 
this plans to do away with the pavements and turn them 
into a two-way cycle lane ‘shared’ with pedestrians. This 
idea could only be dreamed up by someone who never 
gets out of their car.

For pedestrians this would be very dangerous. Granted, 
for much of the route there are often more cyclists than 
pedestrians but at pinch points pedestrians would be 
very vulnerable. For cyclists, having to watch out for 

pedestrians, vehicles in driveways and give way at road 
junctions this would turn a 40 minute ride into an hour or 
more of weaving, stopping, bell-ringing and gear-chang-
ing, not to mention the frequent clipping and unclipping 
your feet from the pedals.

What is needed are clear, uninterrupted single cycle 
lanes on both sides of the road. These need to be smooth, 
kept free of debris and potholes and clearly indicate the 
right of way at road junctions - exactly the same as motor 
traffic. In addition, there should be no parking across cycle 
lanes. Otherwise, even as a 74 year old cyclist, I would 
prefer that cycle lanes be dispensed with altogether and I 
become a regular road user.
Chris Shaw, Woodfield Park Road, Emsworth, 

A year to remember
I have enjoyed reading the Summer 2020 edition of The 
Ems. It is always informative and covers a wide range of 
subjects, a credit to you and your team. I thought I would 
drop you a line to share our experience of the last few 
months. For many of us this will be a summer to forget, 
overwhelmed as we have been by Coronavirus and the 
national response to the outbreak. 

However, amidst the gloom in the time of lockdown 
and restrictions, we have also seen the best in people. 
Local neighbours and businesses have been so kind and 
supportive to us, we have received countless gifts and 
messages of encouragement and good wishes. I would 

like to extend our thanks to all of them.
Our residents too have been stoic and cheerful through-

out, most particularly so in the weeks that they were un-
able to receive visits from their loved ones. I would like 
to thank them and their families for their understanding 
and patience during a time when they have been unable 
to simply drop in and pay a visit. 

We will always remember this year, a moment in our 
lives that we have endured and tolerated but still some-
how found good grace and humour in. Let’s hope we can 
soon put it all behind us.
Matthew Bennett, Springfield Care Homes

Barriers
I’m afraid I must take issue with the reporting of the social 
distancing barriers on page 1 of the latest The Ems. As a 
town centre resident I do not view them as “obstructions” 
and nor do I “hope that these obstructions will be removed 
in the near future”.

Indeed, I tend more to the view of the Chairman on page 
2. They might not pretty as temporary measures but they 
point the way to a more liveable and more pleasant ver-
sion of Emsworth town centre with a little less road space, 
a lower traffic speed limit and an improved pedestrian 
environment. 

The barriers have already proved that pavements could 
be wider and the road a little narrower, making more space 
available for pedestrians and potentially allowing more 
interesting uses of the footway. With wider footways on 
a permanent basis, our cafes could have outside seating. 
We could browse Tiers’ fruit and veg without causing ob-
struction to other pedestrians. Closing off one side of the 
Square has rescued it from being marooned in the middle 

of cars and traffic. It 
is now properly joined 
into the town - how 
could we redesign and 
reuse the Square if this 
became a permanent 
arrangement? 

It is people on foot who 
provide the real passing 
trade to Emsworth’s 
shops. Cars driving 
through without stopping provide no economic benefit, 
but they do bring noise, air quality problems, and make 
it harder for pedestrians to get from one side of the road 
to the other. Reallocating town centre road space away 
from cars to pedestrians would redress a long standing 
imbalance, make the town centre a more attractive place 
to spend time, and benefit the local economy. 
Daniel Wright, School Lane, Emsworth

Vandalism
Your help please. This is one of the benches along the 
southern, seaward side of Nore Barn Woods. When out 
on my daily walk yesterday morning I noticed the bench 
below had been vandalised, the upper strut forced back 
and the seat pulled apart as a result. I am sure you knew 
John Mant well, and his family. I felt I should let you know. 
I don’t know whether the family is responsible for the 
bench, Havant Borough Council, or ERA. This mindless 
vandalism is so sad. 

As a by the by, once lockdown eased at the end of 
May those of us living at the lower end of Beach Road, 
Warblington Road and Kings Road, have seen a huge in-
flux of visitors of every description. Sadly a section of the 
visitors have shown little respect for the neighbourhood, 
parking inconsiderately, leaving litter all along the fore-
shore and in the woods. I understand it has been the same 
all the way along the foreshore, to the sailing club, around 
the Mill Pond and towards the yacht marina.

Since the end of May, 
when I was shocked 
at the amount of litter 
left one morning, I 
have gone out with my 
grabber and bin bags 
every morning. That 
first morning I picked 
up three black bin lin-
ers of litter. Even this 
morning, after the rain 
over the weekend (bliss 
for the gardens), I still picked up litter. 

Enough of my grumbles. I started this email to focus on 
the wooden seat which, over the years, my husband and I 
have enjoyed sitting on, loving the view down the estuary 
and marvelling at the wonderful bird life at low tide.
Clare Jury, Emsworth

Hints for contributors
The Ems welcomes articles from local residents, businesses and com-
munity groups. In order to ensure that your article is more likely to 
get published please note the following:
Please email the editor first with a brief summary of any proposed 
article
• Most articles in The Ems are quite short c. 300 words
• Articles should be sent in Word format or as the text of an email
• Please send a photo with your article 
• Articles should be newsworthy and of local interest
• Articles must be original and not have been published elsewhere
• We have no space for lifestyle articles or short stories
• Please try to avoid using exclamation marks

Not the 2020 news
The Autumn 2020 edition of The Ems would normally have reported 
on a number of events, all of which were cancelled.  These include:
• ERA quarterly public meetings (we hope to restart public meetings 
in 2021)
• Emsworth Beer Festival (postponed until 26 -28 February 2021)
• Emsworth Show (cancelled for 2020)
• Emsworth Artists’ Summer exhibition (cancelled for 2020)
• Emsworth Food Fortnight (last held 2018)

Need more copies of The Ems?
We endeavour to deliver The Ems to every household and many busi-
nesses in the Emsworth, Lumley, Hermitage and Thorney areas. If you 
need more copies you can pick them up from the following outlets:
Co-op, 2 High Street, Emsworth
Co-op, 610 Southleigh Road, Emsworth  
Co-op, The Square, Westbourne 
Co-op, Main Road Southbourne
Tesco , 17 North Street, Emsworth  
Newsagents, 41 High St, The Square, Emsworth 
Loretta, 3 High Street, Emsworth    
Library, 23 High Street, Emsworth    
The Ems is also available online at: www.emsworth.org.uk/the-ems/

Community Chest
The ERA offer small grants (usually in the region of £500) to local 
groups. The types of projects we have funded in the past include: 
sports clubs, youth groups, environmental groups, etc. If your local 
organisation would like to apply for a grant full details are available 
on our website. www.emsworth.org.uk/the-era/access-funding/
community-chest-project/

Jo Dyer 
Memorial Tree
A tree has been planted at 
Hampshire Farm Fields in 
memory of Jo Dyer (1942 – 
2019) Jo was a former chair 
of the Emsworth Residents’ 
Association from 2015-2017.

SPORTS WRITER WANTED
The Ems is looking for a person with an interest in a variety of 

different sports.

You will need to be able to fill a page (about 750 words) in each 
quarterly edition of The Ems with news about our local clubs 
and teams. Previous experience not required but you must be 
able to write clearly, work to a deadline and have the ability to 

take photographs. You will need to be able to generate your own 
stories and be able to cultivate good relationships with local 

clubs. This is a volunteer post. 

If you are interested please contact David Harris, editor.   
Email: editor.theems@outlook.com 



Page 4          www.emsworth.org.uk  Autumn 2020

Development

SIMON HOWELLS
BUILDERS LTD

BUILDING AT ITS BEST

01243 376299
www.sdhowellsbuilders.co.uk

Experienced Hampshire Tradesmen

All general building work undertaken

Liza Reeves
Fabulous Food

Private Caterer For Any Event
Weddings - Parties - Receptions

Dinner Parties - Corporate Events

01243 377454 / 07932 655016
www.lizareeves-catering.com
info@lizareeves-catering.com 

Quality Wines from Around the 
World to suit your budget

10am - 6pm Monday - Saturday
10% discount off 6 or  
more mixed/unmixed
Free local delivery

6 Queen Street, Emsworth PO10 7BL
01243 698838 | thesolentwinex@gmail.com
www.vinwinemerchants.co.uk

Wine & 
Cheese 
Tasting
£15pp

Updates
Boxing club for Emsworth
Planning permission (APP/20/00692) has 
been sought to convert part of the old anodis-
ing works in Seagull Lane into a boxing club. 
R & J Anodisers who own the site moved the 
business to Southbourne in January 2020. 
They are now seeking to build a boxing gym 
at 2A Seagull Road which is now a vacant 
site behind the garages and adjacent to the 
old anodising works. The owner has links to 
Chichester boxing club. The proposed new 
facility would be open from 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
Monday to Friday and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays. The club will have a 
full size ring plus training facilities. Many local 
residents have objected mainly on the grounds 
of parking. Seagull Lane is narrow cul-de-sac 
with no parking and difficult turning.

Alitex buy anodising works
The old anodising factory at 2 Seagull Lane 
remains vacant and is now fenced off. A sign 
on the building states that it is now owned 
by Alitex who also own the adjacent Marston 
& Langinger offices and yard. Alitex are 
Petersfield based manufacturers of green-
houses and garden rooms. 

Major planning applications 
still pending
At the time of going to press the following 
housing applications were still being decided:
• Tier’s Field (off Horndean Road) 

APP/19/00768
•  Former Weaver Mabbs factory, North 
Street APP/19/00854
•  Land to the west of Coldharbour Farm Road 
(44 houses) APP/19/01226. 
You can check local planning applications on-
line at:
https://planningpublicaccess.havant.
gov.uk/online-applications/search.
do?action=advanced

Major changes to the planning 
system
The government has announced that zoning 
will be introduced across all parts of England. 
All land in the Local Plan will be designated 
as either growth, renewal or to be protected. 
New houses will automatically get planning 
permission in growth zones and permission 
in principle will be given to renewal zones. 
Only areas designated as protected sites will 
be safe from housing development. This will 

effectively remove any local decision making 
from the planning process. 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
planning-for-the-future

New housing targets for local 
authorities
The government has imposed new housing 
targets which will mean that in the HBC area 
963 houses will need to be built each year, up 
from a previous target of 504. 
Councillor Gary Hughes (Deputy Leader of the 
Council and Cabinet Lead for Planning) said: 
“I fully support our Local Plan’s provision of 
more than 500 new homes in the borough per 
year up to 2037. Nonetheless, with the amount 
of land that we have available, it is a struggle 
to get to this level and will require substantial 
intervention from the council to come close. 
To then propose almost doubling the figure is 
simply impossible and cannot be achieved.”
In the Chichester DC area the target will rise 
from 753 a year to 1120 each year. 

Emsworth Forum comments 
on the changes to the planning 
system
The government’s White Paper supports the 
concept of neighbourhood plans, although 
the designation of areas for new development 
would not be within the remit of any neigh-
bourhood plan (NP). In fact the Emsworth NP 
has not attempted to designate areas for new 
development, which are set out instead in the 
HBC Local Plan for the whole of the local au-
thority’s area.
However, the White Paper does place great 
emphasis on design, local preferences and 
character, suggesting that there should be 
a continuing role for the design guidance 
which is an essential part of the NP, based of 
course on the excellent work of the ERA some 
years ago but now set to become part of the 
statutory planning framework via the NP. It 
remains to be seen whether that role survives 
the Government’s apparent wish to remove 
what it sees as the current barriers to the de-
velopment of housing. We certainly hope that 
it will, since local communities must continue 
to be able to influence the development and 
character of their own environments. (Mike 
Bateman)

Recession? What recession?
A quick look at the various property websites 
reveals that there are five houses for sale in 
Emsworth with £1 million+ price tags. 
Locations include: Dolphin Quay (see P 6), 
Tower St, New Brighton Road, Hollybank Lane 
and Lumley. 

SOSCA’S call to make a difference
Words by SOSCA

Chichester District Council (CDC) and the 
Government need to face the reality of nature 
and listen to science to ensure the district 
develops according to the National Planning 
Policy Framework’s ethos of sustainability. 
With over 70% of CDC’s area occupied by 
the South Downs National Park or an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, there is a pre-
sumption that the remaining 30% of its land 
is available to accommodate a housing quota 
handed down by central government. But 
that allocation fails to take into account the 
reality of Chichester’s low lying coastal plain.

Left without a local plan in place and a 
reluctance by government to fully accept 

predicted sea level rise, residents face the 
prospect of unplanned, unsustainable and 
speculative housing sprawl across the whole 
southern part of the district. By trying to 
squeeze thousands of new homes in a small 
and vulnerable area, the safety and distinc-
tiveness of our settlements and environment 
are at stake with a perfect storm of flood 
risk, habitat fragmentation and inadequate 
infrastructure.

SOSCA (Save Our South Coast Alliance) 
are an environmental alliance currently 
campaigning about the Not Fit for purpose 
Planning System. Currently Chichester has 
no Local Plan which will provide developers 

with a golden opportunity to build where 
they want, ‘Open Season for Developers’. 
Our historic City, magnificent coastal areas 
and environmentally sensitive areas such as 
Chichester and Pagham Harbours are at risk 
as never before.

www.sosca.org.uk 
Email: contact@sosca.org.uk

Site proposed for a new boxing club for Emsworth
The former anodising works at Seagull Lane
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Andrew & Andrew Solicitors                                                    
51 High Street                              
Emsworth                                             
PO10 7AN 

01243 680800                                              
4                                                                   
office.emsworth@a2law.co.uk         

Emily Sims, an Associate, manages the Emsworth Office and deals with 
complex residential property matters. She has integrated herself within 
the local community.  Emily continues to create strong working 
relationships with local estate agents, mortgage brokers and solicitors, 
which has enabled the reputation of the department to grow quickly 
through word of mouth and referrals.    

Established in 1954, Andrew & Andrew have been providing advice in Portsmouth and beyond for over 60 
years, and recently opened a new Emsworth office in 2018. 

For trust. For advice. For life. 
 Get touch … How can we help?  

At Andrew & Andrew, we specialise in the 
following aspects of law, an can guide you every 
step of the way: 

Conveyancing                                                         
Wills and Probate                                                    
Powers of Attorney                                                    
Family Law                                                                
Personal Injury  

For more detailed information on other 
aspects of law, and the other areas we 
deal with, visit our website 

www.a2solicitors.co.uk 

Behinds the scenes at the hospital
Working is progressing well at the former 
Emsworth hospital site with the conversion to 
the new doctors’ surgery expected to be com-
pleted by late January/early February 2021. 
The editor visited the site in late September 
and was shown around by Carl Richardson, 
Site Manager, Mountjoy Construction. Carl 
explained that there were up to 12 workers 
on site each day including sub-contractors, 
such as roofers, window fitters and carpen-
ters. Mountjoy take Health and Safety very 
seriously, especially during the Coronavirus 

emergency, with all workers have their tem-
peratures taken on arrival. 

The conversion work has been quite chal-
lenging with much new steel work having to 
be fitted into the existing masonry building. 
Many walls and chimneys have had to be cut to 
enable girders to be inserted. The actual foot-
print of the site is quite small with the build-
ing taking up most of the space. This means 
that large mobile cranes cannot be used and 
storage is very limited. In some cases very 
heavy structural steel girders have had to be 

physically carried into the building and up the 
staircase to the upper floors. 

The site is secured but there have been a few 
instances of vandalism and theft of lead from 
the roof. The entire site is covered by CCTV and 
motion sensors with a monitor in the site man-
ager’s office. This is also linked to his mobile 
phone and he can monitor any incidents that 
take place even in the middle of the night. 

Mountjoy offer good working conditions 
and staff have their own canteen/rest room 
in a portakabin. The site manager had a good 

sized office and there was also a toilet block.
Carl told me that refurbishments of old build-
ings represent a real challenge compared with 
new builds that are fairly straightforward to 
construct. He expressed admiration for the 
skills of the original builders who built the 
hospital back in 1898. 

The Ems hopes to revisit the site towards 
the end of this year for the Winter edition and 
will cover the grand opening in 2021 for the 
Spring 2021 edition.

From left: scaffolding outside the 
building; Carl Richardson the Site 
Manager; old and new walls, new 
windows being fitted
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ROBERT
LINEHAM
Central heating installation 
and up-dating, replacement 
boilers, general plumbing, 
tank renewal, bathrooms and 
kitchens, water treatment.

7 Garland Avenue
Emsworth
Hampshire PO10 7QA
Tel: 01243 371 888
Mobile: 07940 953958
robert_lineham@hotmail.co.uk

11268

P.J. BALDRY
Your Local Flat Roof Specialist
Flat Roofs • Tiles • Slates • 
Re-roofing • Maintenance
Soffits • Fascias • Gutters

Reliable
Cheerful

Experienced
Hard-working
Good Value

42 Horndean Road, Emsworth

01243 372253
Mac/PC & Laptop Repairs
System Maintenance
Remote Services

help@countrysidecomputers.co.uk
01243 370876 | 07798 728886

0 1 2 4 3 3 7 0 8 7 6

Home & Business Support
Computer Services

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Save Long Copse Lane update: an 
uncertain outlook
Words by Save Long Copse Lane Group

After a few quiet months 
during the summer, a full 
council meeting was held on 9 
September to approve changes 
to the 2037 housing plan. Strict 
terms of reference were applied 
to ensure only the specific small 
changes marked and published 
in an updated version of the 
plan were to be discussed and 
approved. 

The LCL team made strong representations 
through a letter to each councillor and a 
personal deputation advising them that 
there was a more appropriate alternative 
to providing the required number of houses 
without authorising development of inap-
propriate sites. Improving the build rate on 
the Southleigh site towards the national 
average build rate would assist in meeting 
objectives for housing numbers as well as 
providing an opportunity to provide more 
affordable housing for young people.

In addition, there is now a real possibility 
of providing a link road onto the A27 directly 
from the Southleigh site and thus preventing 
traffic congestion in the surrounding area. 
Although such significant new information 
was only available after the initial HBC ap-
proval of the 2037 plan, the planning officers 
would not allow this to be included in the 
approval discussion. The plan was approved 
for public consultation without any refer-
ence to the major changes that have taken 
place since the initial approval in January 
2019. Cllr Richard Kennet raised the point of 
inadequate provision of housing for young 
people and there were positive remarks 
from Cllr Lulu Bowerman and Cllr Tim Pike. 

The LCL team are not alone in their 
concerns about allowing development on 
inappropriate sites but so far HBC are not 
prepared to listen to such concerns. HBC’s 
priority is to enable building to restart by 
proposing a solution to the problem of nu-
trient neutrality. HBC claim their solution is 
the first of its kind but many people in the 

Borough and elsewhere are concerned about 
the validity of the solution. There appears 
to be no clear answer to simple questions 
such as how many houses does the solution 
support and over how many years can the 
solution function. 

There are even more serious concerns 
on the horizon with proposed Government 
Planning reforms. Based on the figures from 
2014 the latest projections for additional 
houses indicate that HBC are facing a 91% 
increase over the next ten years which is 
estimated as 105% more than needed. This 
in stark contrast to councils that challenged 
government demands who have had their 
numbers reduced. HBC have not challenged 
their allocations and as noted before, there is 
an alarming letter from leader of the Council 
Cllr Wilson to the Secretary of State stating 
that he wished to exceed Government hous-
ing targets. It appears at present that the 
borough must brace itself for a huge increase 
in house building activity.

The planning reforms would give develop-
ers much greater control over building sites, 
their location, and the number of houses 
to be built. How much control will be taken 
away from HBC is very unclear at this stage 
but what is clear is that residents views will 
have even less influence than today.

www.savelongcopselane.org.uk

Dolphin Quay: Final update
Words and picture by Shirley Farmer for the Queen Street Group

Sadly, the Dolphin Quay replacement slip-
way project has had to be abandoned. The 
scheme, which would have allowed the public 
to launch small craft into this safe tidal creek, 
had widespread support, but regrettably this 
enthusiasm was not shared by the owners of 
the moorings adjacent to the new develop-
ment. When the boatyard was sold, the sellers 
retained the jetties, and moorings. Their view 
is that to build a slipway now, to replace those 
lost by the construction of the new houses, 
would compromise the security of the moored 
boats. It might also attract gatherings of young 
people, with the associated risk of anti-social 
behaviour, as seen elsewhere in Chichester 
Harbour this summer. Without their support, 
the project cannot go ahead.

The gap in the flood defence wall, which had 
been approved by Havant Borough Council 
(HBC) will be bricked up. The developer’s sig-
nificant financial contribution to the project 
will be lost, together with an agreement to 
incorporate the slipway’s ownership into the 
Dolphin Quay residents’ responsibilities. A 
small victory has been achieved for the boat 
owners by way of a WC and water supply for 
them. However, our desire to salvage some-
thing to reflect Emsworth’s maritime heritage 
and enhance the area for public enjoyment has 
been thwarted. 

As a result of HBC’s planning consent in 
2017, the site of the last working boatyard in 
the centre of Emsworth has been destroyed, 
for a pastiche development of six high cost 
homes, four fronting onto Queen Street and 
two much larger waterside properties which 
look to all intent and purpose like industrial 
warehouses.

Now that the full extent of this oversized and 
wholly inappropriate development is there for 
all to see, the most widely asked question is, 
what motivated HBC to approve this scheme? 
Was it incompetence, or scant interest in 
Emsworth’s maritime environment, or lack of 
understanding of local housing needs or fail-
ure to assess the consequences of building on 
this flood prone site without the necessary sea 
defences to protect the neighbouring Listed 
Buildings, homes and businesses from the 
deflected flood waters or a sorry combination 
of all of these?

(Editor: The developers of Dolphin Quay have 
now applied to HBC to defer a payment of 
£77,635 (25% of the total) which was the so-
cial housing contribution of this development 
until Jan 2021. The payment was originally 
due in August 2020. The developers state 
that the project was delayed due to Covid 19 
restrictions.)
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Tidal Health 2 Palmer’s Road Emsworth PO10 7DL
www.tidalhealth.co.uk - 01243 956 986 - contact@tidalhealth.co.uk

Chiropractic - Sports Therapy - Massage Therapy - Acupuncture
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - Pilates

We offer a multidisciplinary approach to healthcare, accessing a 
vast wealth of knowledge and expertise. Allowing us to help with 
migraines, sciatica, back, shoulder, elbow & neck pain, muscle 
discomfort, pain relief, sports & exercise injuries & therapy, infertility 
support, stress, and offer counselling to individuals or couples, an 
array of relaxing and therapeutic massages & one to one or couples 
Pilates.

“We aim to help patients not only get out of pain but to improve their overall health.” Dr Andrea Coote.

Tidal Health 
Tidal Health offer a range 
of health services including 
chiropractic, acupuncture, sports 
therapy, massage therapy, Pilates 
and counselling services. They 
are based at 2 Palmers Road and 
opened in July. 

Andrea Coote, a chiropractor with 25 years’ 
experience, has always had the desire to have 
her own practise. When she was told about a 
closing practise in Emsworth, she grabbed the 
opportunity. Tidal Health is a family business 
with Andrea, treating patients and Simon, her 
husband, as the practise manager. 

Tidal Health was refurbished during the 
lockdown by Simon and Andrea with their 
children helping out with the decoration. 
The building has five treatment rooms with 
patients self-referring and others referred via 
GPs. 

Tidal Health aim to help patients not only 
get out of pain but to improve their overall 
health. Every patient is treated as an individ-
ual, addressing their needs and helping them 
to understand any problems. With this knowl-
edge they can utilise the different services 
offered at the clinic to find the right treatment. 

Chiropractic
Chiropractors are healthcare professional 
who assess, treat and prevent disorders of 
the muscles and skeleton and the effects that 
these can have on the nervous system and 
general health. They use their hands to treat 
disorders of the bones, muscles, joints, em-
phasizing manipulation of the spine. They be-
lieve that chiropractic care is the cornerstone 
of any comprehensive and holistic health 
programme. 

Conditions treated include: Headaches, Neck 
Pain and Stiffness, Mid and Lower Back Pain, 
Sciatica, Shoulder Pain including Rotator Cuff 
Injuries, Tennis Elbow, Knee Pain, Joint and 
Muscle Problems (Aches, Spasms, Stiffness, 
Pains), Minor Sports Injuries, Poor Posture, 
Foot Pain.

Sports Therapy
Sports therapists use a range of techniques to 
help people involved in sport and exercise train 
and compete safely. They provide a response 

if injuries occur and rehabilitate the patient 
back to fitness. They also providing advice and 
support to help prevent injuries. 

Massage therapy
Massage therapists manipulate muscles and 
soft tissue to help relieve tension and pain in 
the body. They help people with sports inju-
ries, long-term health conditions and clients in 
need of relaxation.

Acupuncture
It taps into the body’s qi (vital life force) to 
correct and harmonise its flow, relieving pain 
and restoring health. Acupuncture is often 
thought of as a treatment for pain but it has 
other benefits ranging from relaxing and en-
ergising the body to promoting improvement 
in general well-being.

Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT)
CBT is a talking therapy that helps man-
age problems by helping to recognise how 
thoughts can affect feelings and behaviour. 
CBT combines a cognitive approach (examin-
ing thoughts) with a behavioural approach. 
It aims to break problems down into smaller 
parts, making them easier to manage.

Pilates
Pilates is a method of exercise which take a 
holistic approach to fitness and wellbeing. 
Pilates offers a unique method of body control 
and conditioning, stretching and strengthen-
ing the muscles whilst improving flexibility 
and balance. Many people who have sustained 

back and neck injury are drawn to Pilates find-
ing it to be an excellent method of strengthen-
ing the whole body.

Tidal Health, 2 Palmers Road, 
Emsworth PO10 7DL  
Tel: (01243) 956986 

Email: contact@tidalhealth.co.uk 
www.tidalhealth.co.uk 

Opening hours: Mon – Fri 9 a.m. –  
6 p.m. Sat 9 a.m. – 1p.m.

PROMOTED CONTENT
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Call Phil on 01243 371415
1 Harbour Court, 29 High Street, Emsworth PO10 7AG

Vinyl >CDs >DVDs
Sold & Bought

VINYL’S
BACK
IN THE
GROOVE

A paradise for vinyl lovers 
in the heart of Emsworth

29 High Street, Emsworth, PO10 7AG
01243 371415

harbourrecordsemsworth@gmail.com
www.harbourrecordsemsworth.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL, UNIQUELY 
INDEPENDENT RECORD SHOP 

SET IN THE HEART OF BEAUTIFUL 
EMSWORTH

Specialists in pre-loved and new vinyl, CDs, books, 
memorabilia, artwork (sourced from local artists) and 

sales outlet for Wemsfest shows

WE WANT YOUR OLD RECORDS!
TURN YOUR UNWANTED VINYL INTO CASH!

Bring your records into the shop, or email us a list 
of what you have and we will get back to you!

Serious concerns about the Warblington Farm Site 
Words by Ann Buckley, HBRA Co-ordinator

Nearly a decade ago a motion was put to 
Havant Borough Council ( HBC) regarding pol-
lution in Langstone and Chichester Harbours 
and the impact of house building. Some coun-
cillors derided the motion. Last year due to 
serious nitrogen pollution, which damages 
the harbours ecology, planning applications 
for housing could no longer be granted for any-
thing apart from on agricultural sites. This had 
a serious impact on the local building industry. 

Havant Borough Residents’ Alliance (HBRA) 
expressed concern about the Warblington 
Farm Mitigation Scheme, where council owned 
land at the farm would be taken out of agricul-
tural production to reduce nitrogen levels and 
change to a nature reserve. Havant BC’s recent 
press release for the launch of this scheme was 
misleading and inaccurate. It stated that the 
council had purchased the farm, this is not 
true, HBC has owned the land for decades and 
have simply changed or re-geared the farmer’s 
lease. The press release also showed a cow 
carrying a suitcase indicating that the dairy 
was closing and also gave the impression that 
the land is intensively farmed, both are untrue. 
The launch also implied that the Borough was 
about to get a new coastal nature reserve. 

In reality the current scheme is for initially 
a third of the council–owned land to be taken 
out of production and then looked after by 
the farmer without public access, apart from 

the public footpath that already runs through 
the site. The much valued dairy is not closing. 
A few days after the launch the Council were 
forced to publish another press release stating 
that the dairy was open for business and that 
it would be some time before residents would 
see any change at the farm. HBRA has been 
very disappointed by secrecy, exclusion from 
meetings, misinformation and duplicity. 
Ann has served on as Havant Borough 
Council, Hampshire County Council, and as a 
board member of both Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy and Langstone Harbour Board 
and has a strong interest in housing and 
coastal issues. 

Warblington Castle Farm (official HBC statement) 
Words by Cllr Julie Thain-Smith, HBC Cabinet Lead for Climate Change and the Environment

Havant Borough Council (HBC) is pleased 
to announce that the mitigation scheme at 
Warblington Farm has now launched. 
We were delighted to welcome 
Rebecca Pow MP, a minister 
at the Department for the 
Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs along with 
Tony Juniper (Chair of 
Natural England), the 
Solent LEP and Bird Aware 
Solent to the site last 
month. 

The Position Statement 
and Mitigation Plan for Nutrient 
Neutral Development can be found at: 
www.havant.gov.uk/nitrogen-residents 
www.havant.gov.uk/nitrogen-developers 

Our HBC Officers will be progressing 
this project in collaboration with Natural 
England, who we are pleased to say, have 
supported the project throughout. This is a 
long-term project for the council, and little 
will change overnight. As the tenant farmer 
will continue to manage the land in the short 
term, development of the Nature Reserve 
will be through a gradual transition and at 

no cost to the Council or Havant residents. 
Conservation/targeted grazing will assist 

in enhancing the existing biodiversity 
of this habitat and no fertilisers 

will be used in producing the 
hay crop. Additionally, the 

footpath which runs through 
the site from Warblington 
Cemetery to Nore Barn 
Woods will be retained and 
upgraded as part of Natural 

England’s coastal path 
initiative. 
There are lots of exciting 

opportunities, including the land’s 
re-wilding potential, which will be added 
to the site to increase its use by the same 
protected geese and waterfowl which use 
the harbours, whilst also enabling residents 
and visitors to appreciate our local environ-
ment. I’d also like to extend our thanks to 
the farmer, who has worked with HBC on 
this journey. 

Any services residents have been access-
ing from the farmer have not stopped, so 
please continue to support this valued local 
business.

Warblington Farm - the site of a new mitigation scheme by 
Havant Borough Council

Belcher Frost
SOLICITORS | EMSWORTH

Please contact us on 01243 377231 or  
enquiries@belcherfrost.co.uk.

To ensure the wellbeing and safety of all, 
we are following Government guidelines. 
We offer prearranged appointments in the 
office with appropriate safety or can meet 
via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime or arrange a 

non-contact home visit.

Peter and his wife Wendy had 
children. Wendy died first and left 
her estate to Peter. When Peter died 
in 2015 his Executors had to make 
a Court application to clarify who 
benefited under his Will prepared 
by a legal services company. The 
Will gave his estate, about £624,000, 
to “such all of my nephews and 
nieces children”. Peter had two blood 
nephews and two blood nieces, who 
had 7 children between them. Wendy 
had 4 blood nephews (one of whom 
predeceased Peter) and one niece, and they 
had 8 children between them. 

So - did the Will mean the estate was to be 
distributed:

1. Peter’s nephews and the children of Peter’s 
nieces, or

2. The children of Peter’s nephews and the 
children of Peter’s nieces, or

3. The children of both Peter and Wendy’s 
nephews and nieces?

The Court considered the facts to find Peter’s 
intention and decide the meaning of the words 
used by the Will draftsman. The instructions 
had been taken over the telephone without 
the draftsman ever meeting his clients to get 
detailed knowledge of their circumstances, 
family situation and wishes. The Court held 

A recent case has highlighted the issues with Wills that 
are poorly drafted and where the deceased’s wishes are 

not clarified before his death.

www.belcherfrost.com
3 West Street, Emsworth

that the Will was poorly drafted 
and contained punctuation and 
grammatical errors and on the facts 
the estate was to be distributed 
equally between the 15 children.

The Court costs had to be paid 
from Peter’s estate before 
distribution. These costs could 
have been avoided had the Wills 
draftsman taken proper instructions, 
established his clients’ intentions 

clearly and used correct Will drafting 
terms, punctuation and grammar when 

preparing the Will .

It is easy to assume that preparing a Will 
is easy. This case demonstrates that Will 
drafting should be left to those who have the 
experience and training. Belcher Frost has 
three solicitors who deal with Will preparation 
daily, Penny Smith, Marie Slavov and Lauren 
Kendell. Both Penny and Marie are members 
of the Society for Trust and Estate Practitioners 
(“STEP”) and Penny has achieved the STEP 
Advanced Certificate in Will preparation.
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Call to save river as it runs dry
Words by John Millard, Greening Westbourne 

People living near the River Ems are 
calling for urgent action to save it. Long 
sections of the river, a rare chalk stream 
and a haven for protected wildlife, have 
run dry or have only a trickle of water 
left. Recently water levels have dropped 
alarmingly.

 
Friends of the Ems (FOTE), a group formed by people living 
near the Ems in Westbourne, is demanding action to limit 
the damage to the river and protect it for the future.

The Ems, made up of interlinked watercourses, is one 
of only about 200 such chalk streams in the world. It 
flows through the South Downs National Park and into 
Chichester Harbour, via Westbourne and then Emsworth.

Large amounts of water are taken by Portsmouth Water 
from the river’s underground sources. The company pumps 
some water back into the Ems at certain times. FOTE is 
worried that current arrangements are either not capable 
of keeping the river flowing properly, or are failing.

Water levels were already worryingly low in August, 
but they’ve now dropped dramatically, with awful con-
sequences for wildlife. We have recently found evidence 
of water voles in the river, and it’s a habitat for other 
protected species, including bats and rare plants. Key fish 
species include brown trout and bullheads. Kingfishers are 
regularly seen.

FOTE is part of Greening Westbourne, a local environ-
mental campaign. Greening Westbourne has been sup-
porting a proposal by Chichester District Council to make 
the area along the Ems a designated ‘wildlife corridor’ 
because of its environmental importance.

The group is also keen to receive information, especially 
written or photographic evidence that suggests the river 
once enjoyed better conditions and flows. It is also collect-
ing evidence of how the community or river wildlife has 
been affected by low flows. Tel: 07814 129786 greening-
westbourne@hotmail.co.uk

Editor: There has been an apology from Portsmouth 
Water for not pumping water into the river due to 

a breakdown. However, the environmental damage 
could take years to repair, and concerns about the 

current management of the river remain, regardless of 
this incidentAbove: the Ems near Westbourne  

Below: Westbourne Millpond, both photos taken in September 2020

Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group 20th Anniversary 
Words by Colin Brotherston

This autumn Brook Meadow Conservation Group (BMCG) celebrates 
its 20th anniversary, the first committee meeting being held on 29th 
August 2000. Leading up to this time a huge amount of work was 
done to ensure that this area of open space could remain undeveloped 
and available to residents of Emsworth and visitors as a conservation 
meadow. The meadow is managed to encourage natural biodiversity 
while still maintaining access for visitors. The meadow is owned by 
Havant Borough Council.

Brook Meadow is a haven for wildlife just a stones-throw from the 
town centre and east of North Street. It forms part of a “green corridor” 
connecting the Southdowns national park and Chichester Harbour. 
It is hoped that there will be five corridors between Emsworth 
and Chichester to help to maintain wildlife diversity in the face of 
continuous housing development. A Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC) it is protected from future development. Access 
on foot is from Palmers Road car park, Seagull Lane, or Lumley Road. 

During the last twenty years the meadow has been transformed 
into a wonderful resource for those interested in wildlife. The mead-
ow is home to a total of 233 species consisting of trees and shrubs 
(57), grasses sedges and rushes (43), herbs (129) and others (4). There 
are birds and small mammals along with fish and insect life. Lists of 
the plants are available on the website. The meadow is managed in 
such a way as to maintain and encourage this diversity. Certain areas 
of the meadow are reserved for wildflowers. Here you will find four 
types of orchid along with many other flowers and grasses. Other 
areas of woodland are left largely unmanaged to encourage birds 
and bats. 

You do not have to be a naturalist to be involved with Brook 
Meadow. There are many other ways to become involved including 
practical work. The maintenance of the meadow requires constant 
attention with tasks such as mowing, raking, path maintenance, river 
and tree work. There are a large variety of tasks to suit the abilities 
of volunteers so anyone can join the work sessions and it is a great 
way to keep fit.

Funds are needed to pay for materials, tools, and specialist con-
tractors. These funds come mainly from the annual subscriptions of 
members of BMCG who benefit from closer involvement with this 
glorious natural resource. The group is always keen to welcome new 
members and local involvement is essential to ensure this open space 
is available for visitors in the future.

If you are interested in the history and story of Brook Meadow, 
there is a booklet entitled “Brook Meadow through the ages” which 
gives a fascinating account of the history of meadow and by default 
this part of Emsworth. It is available from Bookends in Emsworth for 
£2.00 or directly from the Conservation Group.

We hope that this article might encourage you to consider 
joining BMCG. Membership is £3.00 per year and allows 

you to have a closer insight into the natural history in 
regular newsletters and wildlife blogs. Information about 
joining along with all you need to know is available at our 

website www.brookmeadow.org.uk

ADDISON LAW
SOLICITORS

01243 372306

The personal, professional service
8 North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD

www.addisonlaw.co.uk

• Residential & 
commercial property

• Home Information Packs
• Wills, Probate & Trusts
• Inheritance Tax Planning

• Powers of Attorney
• Business Formations & 
Transfers

• Town & Country Planning
• Development of Land

Motor repairs

• Servicing
• MOT testing
•  Electronic diagnostics
•  Tyres and exhausts

Bodywork repairs

•  Full bodyshop facilities
•  Mitsubishi & SAAB approved
•  Insurance and private work
• Free loan car

Tel. 01243 372336 
www.lillywhitegarage.co.uk

Complete car care under one roof

Approved 
Bodyshop

H. LOUCH and SONS
Est. 1870

Building Contractors
Incorporating JPG

29a Victoria Road, Emsworth

01243 372023
peter_griffin21@hotmail.com
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WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?
If you are infected you may have very 
minor symptoms, minor symptoms or 
more severe symptoms, but the NHS 
cites two key symptoms to look out for as:
n A new continuous cough
n A fever or high temperature
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF 
I HAVE EITHER OF THE  
ABOVE SYMPTOMS?
n Protect others - don’t call,  

or go to your GP
n  Protect others - don’t go to your 

local hospital
n  Visit the special NHS Online 111 

portal at 111.NHS.uk or call 111 
for further guidance.

HELP AND SUPPORT  
FOR RESIDENTS
The Government has announced 
wide ranging support for people 
and businesses impacted by 
COVID-19.  We are committed 
to protecting our economy and 
helping those in need. If you 
are a resident in isolation and 
in need of help, please call one 
of the useful numbers on the 
useful numbers page of my 
website.
 
FOR THE FULL RANGE OF 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 
PLEASE VISIT  
GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS

TESTING & TRACING
If you have symptoms, you can book 
a test. Visit:
GOV.UK/GET-CORONAVIRUS-TEST

LOCAL HERO AWARDS SCHEME
Please nominate individuals, businesses, 
community groups and others who 
deserve recognition for their hard work 
responding to Coronavirus.
ALANMAK.ORG.UK/HEROAWARDS

Alan Mak
Member of Parliament 
for the Havant Constituency

ALAN MAKALAN MAK  MPMP Member of Parliament for Member of Parliament for 
the Havant Constituencythe Havant Constituency

C O R O N A V I R U S  I N F O R M A T I O N
FOR THE LATEST ADVICE AND INFORMATION VISIT ALANMAK.ORG.UK/COVID19, NHS.UK AND 111.NHS.UK

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA. Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, P010 7DD.

AlanMak.org.uk/COVID19    AlanMakHavant      @AlanMakMP    AlanMak.org.uk/CONTACT

Serving the 

residents of 

Emsworth and the 

whole Havant 

constituency

ADVERTISEMENT

Seasonal Snippets
Words and pictures by Lindsay Jerome

Moths
Maybe some of you have been rescuing bees 
which are resting on paths from being trodden 
on - I always do and place them on a shrub near 
a flower if possible or at least out of harm’s 
way. Well, the other evening I spotted what I 
thought at first was a dancing leaf on my gar-
den path but there was hardly a breeze, 
so I went to investigate. It was an 
Oak Eggar Moth (the size of a 
Peacock or Red Admiral 
butterfly) which seemed 
to be being attacked 
by a Hover Wasp as it 
was fluttering madly 
on the ground with 
the hover wasp close 
above it - I’ve never 
seen anything like it! As 
I approached, the hover 
wasp flew away, I cradled 
the moth in my hands and 
she calmed down, poked out 
her lovely hairy head with great 
antennae, I opened my loose hold on it 
and she flew away - mission accomplished! I 
know it was a female as males are smaller and 
darker brown. Talking of moths, I am thrilled to 
have seen Hummingbird Moths in my garden 
(first time in 10 years) - they are spectacular 
to watch with their hummingbird trait of 

continually moving their wings whilst drink-
ing flowers’ nectar with their long proboscis. 
They have chunky bodies with black and white 
striped tails so they can look like an unusual 
bee but once you see their hummingbird wing 
action, you’ll know what they are.

Common Lungwort
You might have wondered what this plant’s 

photo was doing in my last article as it 
wasn’t mentioned there - I wrote 

too much (got carried away!) 
and so the paragraph about 

it was edited out - here it 
is now as it’s quite topi-
cal. My neighbour was 
redesigning her front 
garden and offered some 
plants to me. Never one 
to refuse gifts of free 

plants if I can give them a 
home, I acquired two types 

of Sedum (one with red flow-
ers and the other yellow), some 

white flowering bulbs related to 
the wild garlic family, and a lovely spot-

ted-leaved plant with pink/blue flowers which 
I last saw in profusion by the Kennet & Avon 
Canal at Caen Hill Locks (quite a sight itself 
with its 29 locks! complete with kingfishers!). 
This plant is Common Lungwort (Pulmonaria 
officinalis) which did strike me as sadly ironic 

in our current situation with 
Covid-19 attacking lungs. 
The plant acquired its name 
(pulmo being Latin for lung) 
through its usage down the 
centuries as a treatment for 
chest infections and respira-
tory problems. 

So, from one home to 
another - the love of 
gardening goes on 
and on. I love shar-
ing any seedlings 
of my plants in or-
der that more peo-
ple can enjoy them. 
My Hibiscus shrubs 
are abundant with 
flowers at the moment 
- I have 4: pale and dark 
pink, blue and double white 
flowering. The bees were loving their nectar 
today and 2 gigantic bumblebees in particular 
couldn’t keep away and were getting covered 
in pollen, see my photo. 

Later in the year, the seedheads will provide 
food for the increasing number of Goldfinches 
I see around my home. So, if you would like 
some Hibiscus or Hebe in your garden, let 
David Harris, the Editor, know and when I 
next have some available, you are welcome 
to some.

The Oak Eggar moth and the Common Lungwort 
making another appearance in The Ems!
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 Logs, kindling and 
eco-firelighters 

 
Locally sourced seasoned hardwood 

Delivered and stacked 
Logs cut to size 

Discounts available 

Discounts available See our website for more details 

www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

01243 377220 
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

 

www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

01243 377220 
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

 

The LATEST in Eyewear, Technology & Style
OCT Technology

With a quick OCT test we can 
detect eye problems before 
they even start affecting or 

damaging your eyesight   

Blepharitis Clinic
For suffers of inflamed sore 

eyelids, we now offer the 
BlephexTM treatment to  

provide lasting relief

High Fashion Frames   
We stock a wide selection of the 
latest fashions and innovations

Martin Steels Ltd
Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner

martinsteels.com
Saturdays: 9am to 1:00pm 
Weekdays: 9am to 5:30pm

4, The Old Flour Mill, 
Queen Street, Emsworth

01243 375141

5 Old Mill Square,
Storrington

01903 740420

39 Tarrant Street,
Arundel

01903 883444

Thorney Island Community  
Primary School 
Words by Chris Hallam, Chair of Governors

The children are back in school but to be 
fair the school never closed. During ‘Full 
Lockdown’ there were two classes that re-
mained open throughout with the staff teach-
ing on a rota system so all were involved. All 
teachers conducted ‘Home Learning’ during 
this period until YR, Y1 and Y6 returned to 
join the other Key Worker Children who had 
been in school full time. ‘Home Learning’ 
then continued for all other year groups.

In preparation for the children returning 
the Headteacher, Dean Clegg, worked incred-
ibly hard preparing a School Recovery Plan, 
a Curriculum Recovery Plan and a detailed 
Risk Assessment. The school was thorough-
ly cleaned and the classrooms rearranged 

with desks facing forward and individual 
learning equipment provided for each child. 
The playing field and playgrounds have been 
segregated so that each class bubble has 
their own area to play in. Lunchtime also 
presented logistical challenges keeping the 
classes apart but with original thought and 
common sense a plan was hatched. 

The parents have been extremely support-
ive showing great flexibility with extended 
arrival and pick up time and socially isolat-
ing. Attendance is outstanding and running 
at 98%. 

It is delightful to see that the children are 
happy to be back in school with their friends 
and enjoying their learning again. 

Happy Retirement Mrs Moody
Words by Chris Hallam

She never thought 
she would be retir-
ing from her 34 year 
long teaching career 
during a worldwide 

pandemic, but this term Thorney Island 
Community Primary School is saying goodbye 
to a wonderful teacher, Mrs Karen Moody. 
During her time at the school, Mrs Moody has 
seen it grow from a small school to its current 
size of over 200 children across 9 classes. She 
has taught over 850 children from ages 4-11, 
including different generations of the same 
families, and due to her inspiring, fun and 
creative teaching style she is remembered 
fondly by many of these pupils and families 
years later. 

Her final years at the school have been 
as class teacher in Year 6, alongside being 

Assistant Headteacher, KS2 Lead, NQT and 
Staff Mentor, Maths Lead, Assistant 
Designated Safeguarding Lead, the list goes 
on and there is not much in school she has not 
done. Mrs Moody has always been relied upon 
to get involved in all areas of school life and she 
is hugely admired and respected by all in the 
school community - staff, pupils and parents. 

Staff and Governors at the school have 
highly valued Karen’s vast knowledge and 
experience and this will be sorely missed, but 
she is looking forward to having more oppor-
tunities to travel (in term-time) and more time 
to spend with her husband Bill, two sons and 
their families. 

Everyone at the school and in the commu-
nity would like to thank Karen for everything 
she has done for the school and wishes her all 
the best for a happy and healthy retirement.

Emsworth Primary School update
Words by Kate Fripp, Head Teacher

We enjoyed welcoming all pupils and staff 
back to school in September but it has cer-
tainly brought new challenges and school is 
different. It was lovely to see children skip-
ping and running through the school gates, 
excited to see their friends and meet their 
new teaching staff. Many of them left school 
in March with no idea they would be gone 
from the school for so long. They have been 
greeted with considerable changes – fre-
quent hand washing, a daily run, separated 
year groups, zoned playground and field, 
lunches in classrooms, outdoor learning 

as much as possible, no 
extra-curricular clubs and 
a one-way system around 
the school grounds. 

We have been amazed 
by how most pupils have 
coped well with this 
changed school environ-
ment and have taken it all 
in their stride, especially 
our new Early Years chil-
dren who have settled in so 
well. The social benefits of 
all being back together are 
clear and we concentrated 
on emotional well-being 
at the start of term, with a gradual easing 
back into learning. Managing a school during 
this time has been challenging in terms of 
fluctuating levels of absence amongst staff 
and pupils. 

Teething problems with localised COVID 
testing and the time results take to turn-
around has added pressure to an already 
stretched school budget and staff wellbeing. 
What we have noticed is that many children 
have had fantastic experiences during 

lockdown – quality family 
time, daily exercise and 
an increased appreciation 
for attending school. We 
also know some families 
struggled with feeling iso-
lated and anxiety around 
a changed world and we 
continue to support them 
as much as we can. Mostly, 
children are hungry all day 
(used to constant fridge ac-
cess), noisy (perhaps we’d 
just forgotten) but overall 
absolutely delighted to be 
back in school.

Schools, Education & Youth

It was lovely 
to see children 

skipping 
and running 
through the 
school gates, 
excited to see 

their friends and 
meet their new 
teaching staff.
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The Old Pharmacy
57 High Street, Emsworth

01243 372751

Professional & friendly service 
NHS & Private Prescriptions 
Medicines Sales & Advice 
Private Consultation Room

Fine fragrances & cosmetics 
Bronnley, Yardley, Roger & Gallet 

Mason Pearson hair brushes 
Sun preparations 

Instant passport photographs

Hollybank House
Country House Bed & Breakfast

Ideal setting for private functions, 
wedding & funeral receptions in 

Emsworth

anna@hollybankhouse.com
www.hollybankhouse.com

01243 375502

FRESH MILK
FARM-PASTEURISED

AND BOTTLED
DELIVERED LOCALLY

S.H.YOUNG
& SON LTD

WARBLINGTON CASTLE FARM

(Havant) 023 9248 3374
ALSO SKIMMED AND  

STERILISED MILK, CREAM,  
EGGS, POTATOES ETC

Verity’s Gift team complete  
Three Peaks Challenge
Mike Magill, Mick Slade, 
Phil Robertson and George 
‘Topsy’ Turner all completed 
the arduous Three Peaks 
Challenge over the weekend 
of 14 -16 August 2020. 
This involved cycling to 
and from and climbing the 
three highest mountains 
in England (Scafell), Wales 
(Snowdon) and Scotland 
(Ben Nevis). This epic ride 
involved cycling for 470 
miles and running for 23 
miles. The team completed it 
without mishap in 60 hours, 
raising over £9,000 for local 
charity, Verity’s Gift. 

The challenge was organised by George 
“Topsy” Turner who runs Innovations Fitness. 
The challenge was over a year in planning 
with intensive training taking place in the six 
months prior to the event.  

They set out on Thursday 13 August in two 
support vehicles and drove to North Wales 
reaching their starting point, Snowdon Friday 
14 August. They ran up and down the 3,560 
ft high mountain in only 2 hours 49 minutes. 
It was then on their bikes for a 16 hour ride 
to Scafell including some very tricky cycling 
through the congested Liverpool city area. 

At 3 a.m. on Saturday 15 August they arrived 
in the Lake District and after a short rest peri-
od began the climb of the 3,209 ft. high Scafell 
which took a gruelling 5½ hours to complete. 
After a meal and rest it was back on the road 
again for the 24 hour bike ride to Ben Nevis in 
the Scottish Highlands. 

They arrived at Ben Nevis, in the Scottish 
Highland at 2 p.m. on Sunday 16 August and 

conquered the 
4,413 ft. moun-
tain in five 
hours. The team 
were ready to 
celebrate but 
found that only 
McDonalds were 

open on a Sunday 
night in Fort 

William. The very 
tired team consumed 

their burgers and chips 
before spending the night 

in Fort William. The next day 
they returned to Emsworth in the 

support vehicles. They completed the Three 
Peaks Challenge in 60 hours. Apparently 
the record is 46 hours but Team Verity 
were not trying for the record books and 
completed the challenge within the time 
they had planned.

The Ems first reported on Team Verity 
in the Spring edition (p15). The challenge 

was originally due to be held at the end of 
July but was put back due to the Coronavirus 
restrictions. 

Verity’s Gift Charity was launched in March 
this year by George in memory of his late wife 
Verity who died in 2018. The charity hopes to 
raise £50,000 to replace the very tired play 
equipment at Emsworth Recreation Ground. 
So far they are about half way with £24,000 
raised of which £9,000 came from sponsor-
ship for the Three Peaks Challenge. 

If you would like to contribute to this good 
cause go to the Verity’s Gift page at the just-
giving website.

www.justgiving.com/veritysgift
 

Topsy hopes to complete new 
challenges next year and is open to 

suggestions for fundraising initiatives 
to support his charity. For more 

information:  
topsy@innovationsfitness.com  

Tel: 07800 683367

Ben Nevis
4,413 ft

Scafell 
Pike
3,209 ft

Snowdon
3,560 ft
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Team Verity received 
support from local busi-
nesses including Tiers 
Greengrocers and Treagust 
Butchers. The photo shows 
the team receiving fruit 
and veg from Sarah Long 
and Victoria Long, Tiers 
Greengrocers and meat 
and Scotch eggs from 
Barbara Charlton, Treagust 
Butchers.

Funds raised will go 
to refurbishing the 
Emsworth Park Play Area 
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Updates
Havant BC Cabinet Re-shuffle
Each cabinet member is responsible for an 
area of the council’s work, known as portfolios. 
The new Cabinet Leads are:
• Cllr Michael Wilson: Leader of the Council, 
and Corporate Strategy
• Cllr Gary Hughes: Deputy Leader. Planning, 
Hayling Seafront Strategy, Commercial 
Services
• Cllr Leah Turner: Coastal Communities
• Cllr Narinder Bains: Neighbourhoods, Safety 
and Enforcement
• Cllr Lulu Bowerman: (Emsworth) People and 
Organisation Development
• Cllr Mark Inkster: Finance 
• Cllr Alex Rennie: Communications
• Cllr Julie Thain-Smith: (Emsworth) 
Environment and Climate Change
The reshuffle means that two out of three of 
our Emsworth councillors are now Cabinet 
members.

Bains reigns as youngest 
Mayor of Havant 
Councillor Prad Bains, aged 
24, is the new Mayor of 
Havant. The mayor mak-
ing event, which usually 
takes place in May, was 
postponed because of 
coronavirus pandemic. 
www.havant.gov.uk/
mayor

Shaping our Future 
to become more efficient and 
effective
Havant Borough Council is looking to become 
more efficient and effective by building on 
its close partnership with East Hampshire 
District Council. The councils are discussing a 
number of radical new ways to work, including 
having one, flexible workforce. 

Alan Mak nominated for MP 
of the Year Awards after 
launching local Coronavirus 
volunteer network 
Alan Mak has been nominated for two pres-
tigious Parliamentary accolades for his com-
munity work that went “above and beyond” 

during the Coronavirus outbreak.
Mr Mak has been nominated by local residents 
and the wider public for both the “People’s 
Choice Award” selected by public vote, and 
for the overall “Best Conservative MP” Award. 
His nominations come after he launched a 
well-supported Local Volunteer Network to 
help vulnerable and isolated residents during 
the lockdown. 

Work continues to progress 
a new Early Years, Youth 
and Community building for 
Redlands Grange. 
Now known as YMCA Emsworth, the building 
will be a flagship community centre, bringing 
together services for children, young people 
and families as well as the wider community all 
under one roof. Located at Redlands Grange, 
it will complement the existing facilities of the 
allotments, meadows and children’s play area 
to create a community space for everyone to 
enjoy. Operated by YMCA and funded in part 
by the on-site nursery, it is intended that the 
centre will be financially sustainable as well 
as properly managed to ensure its aspirations 
are realised. 
Designs have been drawn up to ensure the 
building blends in well with the local natural 

feel, and environment sustainability will 
need to be at its heart. Initial quotes sug-

gest the building will cost in the region 
of £1.5 million. to construct and work 
has begun on the financing plans and 
gathering feedback from our local 
councillors at Havant Council. Most 
recently an application for funding 

from CIL, Community Infrastructure 
fund, has been submitted.

Covid restrictions have prevented public con-
sultation, but views can still be submitted to 
emsworth@ymca-fg.org or visit our Facebook 
page where there is a plan of the proposed de-
velopment. Emsworth Community Land Trust 
and YMCA Emsworth will continue to work on 
developing the plans over the Autumn with 
the view that a decision on whether to pro-
ceed will be taken early next year. (Dwynwen 
Stepien) 
www.facebook.com/YMCAEmsworth/

Emsworth Christmas Trail
As families can’t gather for the lights this year 
the Emsworth Business Association, ERA and 
Christians Together are organising an Angel 
Trail around Emsworth.
Templates will be available from the Emsworth 

Alliance website soon. Decorate your angel in 
any way you choose. Follow the instructions on 
the site for giving these in by Sat 14 November 
and then in December you will be able to find 
them in shop windows as you go round town 
with an Angel trail form from the EA site or 
participating shops. Prizes for completing the 
trail can be collected from a stall outside the 
Pastoral Centre/village square:
Saturday 12 December and Saturday 19 
December (Farmers’ Market).between 10 a.m. 
-12 .pm. and 2 – 4 p.m.

Emsworth station now has a 
parcel pickup partnership with 
Amazon
Amazon customers will be able to pick up 
parcels at Emsworth station using Amazon 
Hub, an automated click and collect service. 
Offering a delivery alternative and greater 
convenience for rail users who are not at 
home during the day. Amazon Hub Lockers 
are secure, self-service kiosks that provide 
customers of the online retailer an alternative 
delivery option to pick up and return their 
Amazon packages. (photo)

Emsworth Community Land 
Trust (ECLT) AGM
Emsworth CLT Ltd will be holding their AGM 
on 26 November 2020. Based on the current 
government advice and social distancing 
guidelines, this will be a Zoom meeting for 

both Directors and shareholders. If you would 
like to take part in this Zoom meeting will you 
please email the Secretary ellie.turnbull10@
gmail.com by 19 November 2020 giving both 
your first name, your Surname and your Post 
Code. If you have any questions for Emsworth 
CLTD please ask these on this same email 
response.

Discount Railcards get smart 
on Southern, Thameslink and 
Great Northern 
Railcards giving discounts of between a 
third and 50% can now be used on Southern, 
Thameslink and Great Northern’s “keyGo” pay-
as-you-go smartcard service.

The Amazon hub offers an automated click and collect service from Emsworth Station
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Community Centre re-opens
Welcome back from the Trustees of Emsworth Community Association
Words by Dwynwen Stepien, ECA Committee member

It is really heartening to see so many mem-
bers, users and groups coming back into the 
centre - welcome to you all. It is understand-
able that some groups may have decided that 
they are not ready or not able to come back 
yet: we have had a long period of inactivity 
and there is much to consider.

The Trustees have produced a detailed 
Covid-19 Risk Assessment (see our website) 
and have had to make many changes to the 
Centre and the way it operates, as a result. 
Some examples include: introducing hand 
sanitisers; ensuring more cleaning of princi-
pal contact areas; removing soft furnishings; 
new signage; and increasing ventilation. In 
particular, those attending activities will 
need to wait outside, socially distanced, un-
til collected by the group leader. Therefore, 
please remember to dress appropriately for 
the weather and the fact that the Centre will 
be more ventilated than normal, and not to 
attend more than five minutes before the 
session is due to commence. In accordance 
with government guidance, face coverings 
will need to be worn at all times in the centre 
(except where exemptions apply). Please do 
not attend if you have any acute respiratory 

symptoms.
It is our legal duty to ensure Covid-19 se-

curity of our premises: all group leaders and 
hirers will have to complete a Covid-19 Group 
Risk Assessment for the sessions for which 
they are responsible. These will be reviewed 
and form part of a new contractual require-
ment. Our understanding of the guidance is 
that there can be more people than the rule 
of six attending, providing Covid-19 social 
distancing rules are followed. The Trustees 
continue to monitor government, and other 
official, guidance, and will make appropriate 
adjustments to our operations, as necessary, 
to ensure compliance.

Thank you to the group leaders, staff and 
Trustees who have all worked so hard to 
make sure the Centre can open safely and to 
allow us to enjoy the activities that we so love 
and thus continue to support the whole com-
munity. Thank you to everyone in supporting 
the measure that we have put in place to 
operate safely.

We know this is a lot to take in, so if you 
have any questions or concerns about how 
things may work out for your particular 
group please feel free to call the office or, 

preferably, email Karen or Rachael on info@
emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk , bearing 
in mind that they will be very busy as the 
centre returns to operational status and may 
need some time to respond

To Christmas and beyond
Words by Lulu Bowerman, Chairman EBA

What a year 2020 has turned out to be and who would have 
predicted it when we were all making plans for the next 12 months 
back in January.
We are so lucky here in Emsworth to have 
such a vibrant and supportive community 
and that really became so apparent from 
‘lockdown’ week in March onwards. The 
Emsworth Alliance was set up to offer sup-
port for the essential needs of our daily lives, 
offering online shopping and deliveries from 
local shops, prescription collection and many 
aspects of welfare to all residents. While the 
situation has changed recently from ‘lock-
down’, our everyday lives have not returned 
to pre March 2020. The Emsworth Alliance 
is still active and ready to assist any resi-
dents who require help and support. Contact 
us 07563 831810 www.emsworthalliance.
co.uk/support

The shops and businesses in Emsworth 
have mostly survived the impact of the last 
few months and have adapted to continue 
providing goods and services to local resi-
dents and visitors while following the new 
government regulations. Emsworth people 
have stayed loyal to shops, cafes, pubs and 
restaurants and discovered that most goods 
and services can be found locally. There is 
a strong sense of community and place and 
appreciation of the more personal customer 
service and familiarity. Maintaining this and 
shopping local is key to Emsworth’s surviv-
al so let’s all ensure we use our shops and 

businesses as much as possible in the lead 
up to Christmas and beyond.

Emsworth will have a Christmas tree and 
decorations in the Square and the Lobster 
pot Christmas tree will be on The Quay as 
usual but sadly there will not be a ‘Switching 
on of the lights’ event due to current re-
strictions on numbers. Instead there will be 
the Christmas Angel trail around Emsworth 
shops on 12 and 19 December to involve fam-
ilies in the festivities. There is also a Farmers 
Market on 19 December in the Square.

Why can’t 
I see a 
Doctor? 
Words by Darren Nickerson, Practice Manager, 
Southbourne Surgery 

As a result of the COVID 
pandemic and in line with 
Government guidance we have 
changed the way that we are 
working. Currently, we are using 
telephone triage to help make a 
clinical decision about whether a 
patient needs to be seen face to 
face. 

This is to reduce the risk to patients, surgery 
staff and the local community by limiting their 
contact with others. Our clinical team will de-
cide whether a patient needs to be seen based 
on the information that is provided. Our team 
of clinicians have undergone training in how 
to carry out telephone consultations which 
means that this can be just as effective as a 
face to face consultation. 

An advantage of working in this way is that 
in most cases you can speak with a clinician on 
the day that you call rather than waiting for 
the next available appointment. This means 
that there is no need to take time off work, 
take a child out of school or miss out on an 
opportunity to meet up with friends in order 
to go to an appointment. All you need to do is 
ensure that you have a phone nearby for when 
a clinician calls you. 

To allow the Doctors to respond to impor-
tant correspondence, interpret test results 
and carry out referrals our phones switch 
over at midday to urgent on the day clinical 
matters that are referred to our duty team. 
This is the way that we operated prior to the 
COVID pandemic. 

The surgery remains open – the way that 
we are operating has changed and it means 
that the Doctor will decide to see you if there 
is a clinical reason for doing so, something that 
will be decided by a member of our clinical 
team. Thank you to everyone in our commu-
nity who have sent messages of support– it is 
very much appreciated.

Emsworth will have 
a Christmas tree 

and decorations in 
the Square and the 

Lobster pot Christmas 
tree will be on the 

Quay
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Holidays • Cruises • Short Breaks • Ski • UK Holidays

Emsworth Travel
We specialise in providing 

professional advice on a wide 
range of ATOL protected travel and 
holiday itineraries. We can match 

your needs to literally thousands of 
options or ‘tailor-make’ your holiday 

to suit you.

As members of the largest 
consortium of independent travel 

agents you can be sure of free and 
impartial advice. The two Sues, Gill 
and Lesley look forward to helping 

you arrange your future holiday. 
01243 377211

13 High Street, Emsworth
www.emsworthtravel.co.uk

TTeell::  0022339922  441122333322
The Green, RROOWWLLAANNDDSS  CCAASSTTLLEE, PO9 6BW

TTeell::  0011224433  337766885522
High Street, EEMMSSWWOORRTTHH, PO10 7AQ

Where the locals go

i

BBaatthhrroooomm  ••  CClleeaanniinngg  &&  LLaauunnddrryy
DDeeccoorraattiinngg  &&  DDIIYY  ••  EElleeccttrriiccaall

GGaarrddeenniinngg  ••  HHoouusseewwaarreess  ••  TToooollss
KKiittcchheenn    aanndd  CCooookkwwaarree  

PPeett  CCaarree  aanndd  ssoooooooo  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!

Fine & Contemporary Art

Emsworth Harbour Arts Market 
Barbara Jones reports that 
there is still no news as to 
when the Arts Market, which 
was based at Hewitts, South 
Street can re-open. She has 
kept busy exhibiting at the 
Stansted Garden Show (4-6 
September) and was happy 
to make many sales and to 
see the art world is very much 
alive and kicking.

She also exhibited at an 
Open Studio event at the 
Artworks Studio in Aldsworth, 
on 10 – 11 October. Work on 
show included fused glass, 
silver jewellery, watercolour 
paintings, original prints and 
textiles. 

Barbara sells on line, 
contactable via website or 
Facebook and is happy to re-
ceive customers in her garden 
for viewings by appointment. 
She can also deliver locally or 
customers can collect. www.
barbsart56.co.uk Facebook 
www.facebook/barbsart56

If you are a local artist why 
not let The Ems know what 
you have been doing? Please 
send any images and details 
of events/exhibitions/com-
missions to: editor.theems@
outlook.com

Hold Still
Emsworth photographer Dr Ben 
Timmis’s photograph that he sub-
mitted for the National Portrait 
Gallery, “Hold Still” project made 
it to the final 100 (out of 32,000 
submitted).  The photo was cap-
tioned, “Isolated Together”.  

Ben was self-isolating with 
his wife, and took this picture 
of them using a remote control. 
Ben says, “when lockdown was 
announced, we realised that we 
could be facing many months 
in constant company with each 
other, something we had never done before. 
They decided to make the most of it, and if the 
COVID-19 pandemic has had any silver lining 
for us, it is the realisation of our enduring 

love for each other”. 
We hooked a piece of old black velvet on 

the wall, set the camera to take a picture, and 
that was that.

Emsworth Artists virtual summer exhibition
Words by Jan Copsey

An unusual year for us all but the Emsworth 
Artists rose to the occasion with a Lockdown 
Online Exhibition. This was organised by a 
Committee Member, Stuart Thompson and 
we were all very grateful for the successful 
outcome. We had 22 Artists taking part who 
submitted up to five exhibits each. Several of 
these were sold

There were nearly 1,500 visits to the web-
site and we feel that maybe we reached a 
bigger audience than under normal circum-
stances. The Artists who sold work voluntar-
ily donated a percentage of their sale to the 
Emsworth Community Association (ECA) as is 
our normal practice.

We hope that next year will see the return 
of an Exhibition in the Community Centre and 
that we can extend a very warm welcome 
to everyone and resume our usual Internal 
Competitions which are always interesting 
and the sales of cards which are so popular. 
If anyone would like to get in touch and/or 
view the work of our Artists they can always 
be reached on the Emsworth Artists Website. 

emsworthartists@gmail.com 
www.emsworthartists.org.uk

Isolated Together by Dr Ben Timmis

Kite surfers by Barbara Jones

Artists from left to right
Top row: Lesley Wood, Kate L’Amie,  
Vincent Lavender
Middle row: John Tweddell, Marian Forster, 
Jan Copsey
Bottom row: Carol Price, Nic Cowper
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The Blue Bell
The Blue Bell was set to reopen 
with government guidance on 
the 4 July. The pub was set to 
go with a full rugged Covid Risk 
assessment in place and all the 
necessary staff training. 

The Blue Bell had a makeover during lock 
down seeing its first coat of paint for over 26 
years. We use local master decorator Kevin 
Turner, who we consulted extensively with to 
find a colour sympathetic with the nicotine 
stained walls.  Unfortunately on Monday 29 
June, we walked into devastation as a burst 
pipe had meant water had ripped through 
the first and ground floor of the pub. This set 
back our planned reopening. We are working 
hard to re-open as soon as possible, with mid 
October being targeted. 

Blue Bell: fish and chips 
‘Blue Bell’ is our fully restored 1955 Citroen 
HY van. She has been kitted out with all 
the equipment we need to produce the 
best fish & chips. We are open Thursday 
and Friday from 5pm till 9pm behind 
The Blue Bell Inn, serving sustainable 
locally sourced Fish & Chips along 
with changing specials of seafood. 
Gluten free is available.  We use 
locally sourced sustainable fish 
from reputable suppliers including 
Emsworth based Fresh From The 
Boat. This means your fish has less 
food miles.This also makes our of-
fering a lot more interesting. Not 
just cod/haddock we use the best 
seasonal offerings the fisherman 

catch.Hake, Huss and pollock are other great 
alternatives. We use locally grown potatoes 
which are hand cut and cooked and sea-
soned with natural sea salt to ensure 
crispy chips. Our batter is homemade 
using waste beer from our pubs line 
cleaning which would usually mean 
good beer is thrown away. Again an-
other waste reducing measure. With 
the rise of allergies and coeliac‘s dis-
ease we offer excellent ‘Gluten free’ 
beer batter fish. 

Ahoy Fish n Chips is available to hire 
for events, parties and weddings.

The Greenwich Brewpub Southsea 

This is the latest addition to The Thomas 
Babb Brewing Company. In partnership 
with Mark Hogan we are happy to add this 
exciting venue to the portfolio. It is a fully in-
dependent free house and brewpub situated 
at 39 Osborne Road in the heart of Southsea 
purveying craft beers, wonderful wines and 
interesting spirits and is home  of Makemake 

Brewery. Mark and Thomas trained with 
each other at Southdowns college and have 
remained close friends ever since. It was a 
great opportunity to grow the business into 
Portsmouth. The fact we can now use the 
brewery to produce our own beer was very 
attractive. Our in-house brewer Mark from 
MakeMake is producing some of the most 
innovative and interesting beers in the coun-
try and is currently trending very high on the 
Untappd website. 

Both Giles and Mark have always been 
extremely focused and supporting local busi-
nesses as well as providing quality produce to 
their customers. 

Business

Updates
Unemployment figures
The latest figures (August) show that unemployment in the 
Borough of Havant stands at 6.3% (4,705). In the Chichester DC 
area there are 3,545 people out of work (5.2%) (NOMIS) These 
are the highest rates of unemployment recorded since 1995. 

Solicitors expand premises
Andrew & Andrew, 51 High St, Emsworth have lodged planning 
applications to convert the first and second floors of their build-
ing into additional office space. (APP/20/ 00483 and 00484) 
The solicitors who started up in Portsmouth in 1954 opened 
their Emsworth branch in 2018. 

Farmers Market 
The Hampshire Farmers Market is open from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Dates for the rest of 2020 
are: 17 October, 21 November and 19 December. 

Woosters update
The fixtures and fittings have been removed from 25 South 
Street, formerly Woosters Restaurant. The restaurant had 
been lavishly fitted out by the previous owner but closed in 
January 2018. The premises are being advertised to let for a 
rental of £35,000 p.a. 

Vin Wines relaunch 
wine events and 
tasting courses
Jonathan Rogers, owner of 
Vin Wines, 6 Queen Street 
has relaunched his highly ac-
claimed wine tasting events 
and his five week wine course. 
Call into the shop for details 
or www.thesolentwineexpe-
rience.co.uk/

Empty shop update
At the time of going to press the following commercial premises 
were vacant/not trading or available for sale or rent.
• 25 South Street (ex Woosters restaurant) to let  
(closed Jan 2018)
• 15 High Street (ex NatWest Bank) to let  
(closed 2017)
• 2 West Street (ex Town Brewery) Awaiting redevelopment. 
(closed 2016)
• 12 North Street (ex Sorting office) to let (as offices)  
(closed 2018)
• 46A High St (ex Déjà vu vintage shop) to let  
(closed March 2020)

Media chain is up for sale again
JPI Media who print The Ems and publish Chichester Observer, 
Portsmouth News and over 150 other regional titles are up 
for sale. JPI was formed in 2018 when it took over the assets 
of Johnson Press. JPI were put up for sale last year but only 
managed to dispose of the i newspaper to the Daily Mail group. 

Emsworth Town Centre Business Survey
The Ems has carried out its own survey of the town centre. 
There are 106 business premises in the town centre. (North St, 
High St, Queen St, South St and West St) These include: 22 pubs, 
cafes, restaurants and takeaways; 12 hairdressers, barbers and 
beauty salons; 9 estate agents and 5 charity shops. There are 
only 5 empty units. Nationally around 16% of all shops are va-
cant. The low figure for Emsworth is the same as the turnover 
rate of 5%. 

(This survey will be updated every quarter and the results 
published in The Ems.)

Category Total National 
Average

Independents (up to 3 branches) 68 (68%) 65%

Chains (more than 3 branches) 23 35%

Public/voluntary 10

Vacant 5 (5%) 16%

Total 106

Café/restaurant/takeaway 22 (22%) n/a

Hairdresser/barber/beauty 12 (12%) 14%

Estate agents 9 (9%) 9%

Charity shops 5 (5%) 3.6%
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Happy, Healthy Feet  
@ Hewitt’s!

Peter Adams DiP. FH MCFHP / MAFHP
Emsworth based with 25 years experience

A fabulous nail filing and cutting 
service to keep your feet in  

tip-top condition

Tel: 07505 406 261
Every 

Monday from 
10:30am
£18 per 
session, 

other 
services  
from £28

Specialist 
in 

diabetic 
foot 

health

Business

New Businesses
Emsworth bucks the trend 
when it comes to new shops. 
It may be all gloom and 
doom in the shopping malls 
and High Streets of our large 
towns and cities but here 
in Emsworth we have seen 
five new businesses open in 
the town centre since the 
lockdown was lifted. 

New barbers opens
In July Top Style Barbers opened for busi-
ness at 45 North Street. This shop had been 
vacant for a year since Navana beauty salon 
closed. Top Style is run by Danny Ahmed who 
had previous run a barbers in London. He has 
always worked in hairdressing and has found 
Emsworth to be a very friendly place to run a 
business. In addition to normal hair cutting he 
offers traditional hot towel shaves and beard 
trims. The shop is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday to Saturday and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Sundays. No appointments are needed. 

Hairdressers expands
Jonathan Ditton Hair, who have been trading 
at 28 North St since 2017 have taken over 
neighbouring salon, Obsession at 22 North St. 
Obsession opened in 2015, having previously 
been known as Studio 22. Both branches of-
fer hair styling with No 22 also offering a full 
range of beauty treatments, including mas-
sage, facials, manicures and waxing. 
www.jdsalons.co.uk

New pet shop opens
Mary Puppins Pet Pantry opened at 20 High 
St on 22 August. The premises were previous-
ly occupied by Synergy Southern (ex Grate 
Fyres/Treagust plumbing) who closed in 
March. Mary Puppins is manged by Holly who 
had previously run a doggy day care business 
in Portsmouth. They sell a wide range of fro-
zen raw meat dog food from local supplier 
Hunters Choice. Many of their pet foods are 
eco-friendly and they also sell holistic pet rem-
edies. They have food for all types of animals 
and birds plus accessories and toys. The shop 

is surprisingly large and the owners have plans 
to open more retail space upstairs and to offer 
a pet grooming service. The shop is open from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Saturday and 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sundays. 

New art gallery opens
Queen Street Photography Gallery opened in 
July at 4 Queen St. There premises had previ-
ously been a showroom for Richard Gardner 
Antiques. The gallery specialises in collectable 
photographic prints and currently exhibits a 
selection of Marilyn Monroe photos. Richard 
has been in the antiques trade for over 30 
years and previously had a shop and gallery in 
Petworth. He now sells mainly online. www.
richardgardnerantiques.co.uk Prints start at 
around £120 up to £10,000 for rare Marilyn 
Monroe prints. The gallery is open from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

Tidal Health are here to help you (see 
P 7 for main feature) 
Tidal Health who offer a range of health servic-
es including: chiropractic, acupuncture, sports 
therapy, massage therapy and counselling ser-
vices. They are based at 2 Palmers Road and 
opened at the end of July. www.tidalhealth.
co.uk

In addition to the above businesses we have 
a new fishmongers, Fresh From the Boat, who 

have opened at Emsworth Marina (see P 21).

Right: Holly at Mary Puppins Pet Pantry
Below: Richard at Queen Street Photography Gallery
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Business - Restaurants

Darbar 
restaurant

The past few months have been particularly 
challenging for us all and with the uncertain-
ty surrounding the hospitality industry as a 
whole, “Team Darbar” have taken time to re-
flect, adapt to a new way of living and really 
focus on what matters to us most, our cus-
tomers. Culinary experiences aside, customer 
safety and operating within the ever changing 
government guidelines is our number one 
priority. 

For the whole team, being able to welcome 
guests back to dine with us has been a breath 
of fresh air, and combined with a number of 
fantastic new dishes being added to our menu 
we are so pleased to be back. For anyone 
who is yet to experience our food, we pride 
ourselves on our unique approach to modern 
Indian cuisine, something we call Ethnic Indian 
Food. 

We’re not about colour, oil and garlic. We 
take delicate blends of exotic spices, dried 
fruits and fresh ingredients and incorporate 
these into delicious meat, vegetarian and rice 
dishes. Signature dishes include slow cooked 
Biryanis finished in our clay tandoor and our 

new succulent Goan special Calamari, cooked 
with fresh ginger, garlic, green chillies, tam-
arind and honey. Hot, sweet and melt in the 
mouth delicious. We’re operating a full à la 
carte evening menu to dine in or take-away 
and have been trialling a set of lunchtime Thali 
taster menus. 

Over the coming months, unless guidance 
advises otherwise we plan to announce an 
exciting calendar of private events with guest 
hosts, cooking demonstrations and specialist 
wine pairings for our exclusively imported 
Indian wines. Bookings are coming in for 
Christmas and we welcome all enquiries either 
through our new website, over the phone or in 
person. We look forward to welcoming you to 
our little corner of Emsworth and sharing with 
you our expertise, hospitality and passion for 
real Indian food. Situated over two floors we 
are perfectly situated for a midweek meal, 
special occasion or hosting your next event.

Darbar, 36 North Street, Emsworth  
PO10 7DG Tel: 01243 430095 

 www.royaldarbar.co.uk  
www.winesinindia.co.uk

36 On The Quay 
re-opens two 
days after fire 
in store
Words by Nicola Hammond

Diners at 36 On The Quay were surprised by 
Martyna Pearce in her pyjamas (and holding 
her two young sons) asking them to evacuate 
after a fire began in a store behind the restau-
rant in September. 

It is believed the fire started in a refriger-
ator’s condensing unit, it was contained and 
no-one was hurt. Owner Gary Pearce was re-
lieved that they could re-open the restaurant 
within two days, after successful health and 
safety checks.

Gary and Martyna Pearce have had an 
eventful time after taking over 36 On The 
Quay in May 2019. Since the outbreak of Covid, 
Martyna feels “We’ve been walking on moun-
tains. We overcome one obstacle then there’s 
another.” The government restriction for  
10 pm closing has meant they have had to alter 
their service times for dinner.  Opening at 6.00 
pm, last orders for the fine dining tasting men-
us are at 7.00 pm and for a la carte 7.45 pm.

They say they are having to adapt to the 
different challenges which arise week by 
week to ensure the success of their business. 
The street food truck, providing an informal 
option, will continue through the winter and 
they are still offering fine dining takeaways for 
pre-booked orders.

Gary and Martyna had some good news 
however when, in July, they were featured in 
The Sunday Times ‘Where to eat by the sea – 
Britain’s 30 best beach cafes and restaurants’ 
and also in Harper’s Bazaar’s ’10 country din-
ing spots to inspire your next trip’. They were 
also delighted to welcome their second son, 
Alexander, in April.

36 on the Quay, 47 South Street, Emsworth 
PO10 7EG Tel: 01243 375592  

www.36onthequay.com

Fat Olives Restaurant
Words by Julia Murphy

Celebrations for our restaurant, Fat Olives 
20th year of opening in Emsworth have not 
quite gone to plan. Instead of hosting our 
party events we have had to diversify our 
skills and business to continue to be very 
much part of the community and to ensure 
that one day we will re-open our fisherman’s 
cottage door. 

With our restaurant closed we were able 
to throw ourselves into supporting the 
Emsworth Alliance. From the initial set up 
this not only gave us the opportunity to help 
the community and the vulnerable but it also 
helped us to keep our strength and sanity. 
Plus also Lawrence’s fitness as no doubt 
most of you saw Lawrence whizzing around 
on his orange bike delivering prescriptions to 
housebound people. 

A huge thank you to everyone that has and 
continues to support our Fat Olives home 
delivery service which we launched in June. 
Packing up our Fat Olives experience in tubs 
and a bag to bring it to your doorstep was 

indeed a challenge. We needed a fun edge 
with our weekly Instagram video – Lawrence 
has never been on screen before and Julia has 
never had the role of movie director. For more 
information please visit our website www.
fatolives.co.uk.

The ‘Blue Skies above’ still has a question 
mark around the opening date but we have 
fingers and toes crossed that our time for 
re-opening, is not too far away. If you would 
like a chance to be with us on our opening 
night then if you placed an order for our home 
delivery or midweek pick up in October you 
will be entered into a prize draw to win a 
three course dinner for two people with a 
bottle of Raimes (English sparkling wine from 
Alresford)  

The front of the restaurant has been paint-
ed, new signs have been hung, the menu 
boxed polished in anticipation to open that 
Fisherman’s cottage door. We look forward 
to welcoming all your friendly faces in the not 
too distant future.

Fat Olives, 30 South Street, 
Emsworth  

Tel 01243 377914

STOP PRESS: Get ready for 
the fireworks. Fat Olives re-

opens for dinner on Thursday 5 
November 2020. 

We also have a table for two 
for our customers and The Ems 
readers up for grabs supporting 
the local charity www.veritys-
gift.co.uk Send through your 
bid to us on info@fatolives.

co.uk and the highest bid wins. 
The current highest bid will be 

announced daily on our website 
and after the closing date the 
winner will be published on 

our website. The closing date is 
Monday 26 October 2020.
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Business - Cafés

Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle PO9 6DX
paviliontearoom.co.uk • 023 9241 3432

Morning coffee, light lunches and
afternoon tea. All freshly made with  

seasonal local produce.

COOKED BREAKFASTS • LIGHT LUNCHES
AFTERNOON CREAM TEAS  

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 9AM

44 High Street, Emsworth PO10 7AW  
www.driftwood-cafe.co.uk • 01243 377373

Stepping up to the plate
Words by Shirley Farmer

Local people and regular visitors have been 
delighted to see their favourite cafés reopen 
with a warm welcome to everyone. The chance 
to sit in the sunshine and share views, put the 
world to rights and enjoy the lightness of 
social interaction, these convivial moments 
have been denied to us until recently. Yet it is 
evidence that the Emsworth community has 
by and large survived and poses an important 
question - why would we choose to shop and 
eat anywhere than locally?

With the exception of Carriages (Emsworth 
Station), all cafés have reopened with an em-
phasis on outside eating where possible be-
cause of the necessity for fewer tables inside. 
‘Track and Trace’ is much in evidence, along 
with hand sanitizer and helpful reminders 
about staying safe. Although these procedures 
seem strange at first, the friendliness of staff 
soon dispels any worries. 

For a while, with temporary traffic reconfig-
urations pedestrianizing St Peter’s Square, we 
harboured hopes that our enterprising café 
owners might set up tables under the trees 
for people to enjoy light meals whilst even 
listening to live music. Sadly the Square has 
reverted back to traffic on both sides, but the 
temporary change has showed what might be 
possible, especially given the greater empha-
sis on socialising outdoors. We are now in a 
more informed position to make choices as to 

how we want our future to look.
The Chancellor’s ‘Eat out to Help out’ in 

August was enthusiastically embraced by 
many who tried what cafés signed up to the 
scheme had to offer, and kept places bustling 
during traditionally quieter times of the week. 
This initiative kick-started the hospitality sys-
tem, but can it be built upon? Should we try 
to keep it going in a slightly different format? 
Perhaps combining food and culture by offer-
ing dual vouchers to eat and visit local places 
of interest – for example Emsworth Museum, 
Stansted House, Fishbourne Palace, etc. Ideas 
please to the Editor will be welcomed.

Autumn is here and deteriorating weather 
will challenge outdoor eating and drinking, so 
we need to be brave and venture inside, social-
ly distanced of course, and continue to support 
our much-valued cafés.

Adapting to life with COVID 19 - a 
café owner’s perspective
Clare Wright has owned Driftwood since 2007 and the Pavilion 
Tearooms in Stansted Park since 2000 – here she talks to Shirley 
Farmer about the unique challenges faced recently.
How did lockdown affect you?
Overnight, income dropped. Having paid 
our loyal staff and suppliers, we then took 
the difficult decision to furlough them. We 
studied carefully the crisis response of 
well-known hospitality businesses and the 
measures they were planning for re-open-
ing. We adapted the information to suit our 
business and unexpectedly found ourselves 
helping others too. Managing these changed 
circumstances and the necessary adapta-
tions had a big impact on our reserves. 

We opened slowly, testing and modifying 
our approach as we went along. Takeaways 
were trialled from the front of Driftwood. 
Now there are eight tables inside and in 
‘the pod’ with socially distanced seating 
in the garden. At the Pavilion we created a 
garden bar and outside ordering system for 
more casual eating. We also experimented 
with baskets of flowering plants outside 
Driftwood for people to enjoy whilst they 
queued. 

Are more customers making loyalty a pri-
ority by coming into Emsworth to eat and 
shop?
Yes, definitely, many people are determined 
to support local businesses and by and 
large, Emsworth is well placed to meet most 
needs. This crisis seems to have generated 
a robust community with more people look-
ing out for one another.

As autumn and winter approach and the 
weather changes, what plans do you have?
We’d like to address current ‘gaps’ in eating 
out in Emsworth such as providing early 
evening meals for families and offering 
themed events to showcase our suppliers’ 
products. 

What have you learnt from this experience 
to build on?
The crisis has demonstrated how quickly a 
thriving business can be adversely affected, 

placing suppliers at risk, and creating un-
imaginable worry for staff. I’ve learnt to 
be more resilient, embrace change, to be 
open to opportunities and to draw strength 
from the loyalty and friendship shown to 
everyone at Driftwood and the Pavilion 
Tearooms. 

There’s more to the Emsworth Delicatessen than meets the 
eye! 

Not only are we stockists of speciality cheese, charcuterie 
and delicious deli products, freshly prepared lunches and 
espresso coffee, we’re experienced caterers too.  

From weddings to wakes, parties to plated meals, canapes to 
christenings we can cater for your special event.  

We’ll deliver the service you expect at a price you can afford! 

www.emsworthdeli.co.uk – 01243 389181 – info@emsworthdeli.co.uk 

Emsworth Delicatessen, 1a West Street, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7DU 

Only Carriages at the Station has closed, all other 
Emsworth cafés have now reopened

“Difficult Covid times have brought out 
the best of Driftwood. Much effort by the 
friendly staff in coping with the changes 
needed to provide excellent food and ser-

vice to the local community. You really need 
to visit, to realise what a little gem we have 

here in Emsworth.” A Regular Customer

Driftwood Café 
and owner Clare 
Wright
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EMSWORTH 
BUILDERS

Established 1977

General builders carrying out 
work in and around Emsworth 

and surrounding areas
Extensions | loft conversions 

renovations | alterations

01243 371989
0777 860 3250

enquiries@emsworthbuilders.co.uk
28 High Street, Emsworth PO10 7AW

R.C. Decorators

01243 372337
07771 628188

Domestic & Commercial • All work guaranteed
Established 28 Years

Repair Care International  
Special Contractor

Wallpapering • Painting
Decorating (internal & external)

General Maintenance
Restoration

www.springfieldnursing.co.uk

• Nursing and Residential Care       
• Convalescent, respite and 

long term stay available

Springfield: 01243 372445Prinsted: 01243 372024

a warm welcome  
awaits you

Springfield has two family run 
care homes, located in Emsworth 
and Prinsted. We are dedicated 
to making every day an enjoyable 
and rewarding one creating a 
happy, comfortable environment 
for each individual.

Business - Emsworth Yacht Harbour

Fresh From the Boat opens 
new shop – and features on 
ITV News
Words by Nicola Hammond

Pete and Chantelle Williams’ feet have hardly 
touched the ground since they opened their 
new shop unit at Emsworth Yacht Harbour at 
the beginning of July. 
From their new specialised unit they are able to supply the freshest fish within hours of 
it being landed. The couple ran a community fish van for 10 years, selling fish which Pete 
caught from his boat, The Carly B (P600) and the success of that prompted Chantelle to 
join the business full time so that they could focus on selling locally rather than relying on 
sending fish to markets at Brighton and Brixham. 

The business grew, with sales to local restaurants and home deliveries increasing and the 
next logical step for them was opening a shop. They have a strong ethic of fishing sustainably 
and selling locally which Chantelle believes is “a win/win situation – the community gets 
the freshest fish”. Covid 19 restrictions could hardly have come at a worse time for them, 
but community support has seen them through and they distributed free food parcels dur-
ing lockdown. Pete is an active member of The Fishermen’s Mission charity and they were 
interviewed on ITV News in August on the effects of the pandemic on fishing families such 
as their own.

The business supports many local fishermen, working as a co-operative. They have ten 
boats a week landing a wide variety of fish for them including bass, turbot, grey mullet, 
lemon sole, gurnard and plaice – all caught up to 30 miles offshore in the Solent. Crab and 
lobster are provided by Selsey boats. 

Winners of the Mobile Fish Shop Award 2020 by the Worshipful Company of Fishmongers 
in June, their van is at Tuppenny Barn every Thursday from 10.00 am-1.00 pm. The Fresh 
From the Boat shop at Emsworth Yacht Harbour is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Thursdays 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 

Emsworth Yacht Harbour
Words by Nicola Hammond

Tucked away at the top of tranquil Thorney 
Island, Emsworth Yacht Harbour is a hive of 
activity. It is headed by Alison Wakelin whose 
family have been involved with the 200 berth 
marina since 1993. 

As well as the pontoon moorings, 200 hard 
standings are available ashore and, as it is on 
a popular walking route, walkers will soon 
see the autumn lift out commence. Marinas 
were fortunate in being able to recommence 
operations in the middle of May, although 
some boats currently moored there have 
been staying longer than planned – being 
caught out by quarantine restrictions across 
the Channel.The Yacht Harbour is also home 
to the oyster boat Terror which was once used 
to transfer oysters ashore from larger boats in 
the harbour. 

Alison (pictured here with her dog Molly) is 
understandably proud of the operation and 

leads a very cheerful team of 11. She says 
“we’re an informal marina – no-one has to feel 
out of place, not matter what size boat they 
have”. They were delighted to be runners up 
in the 2019 Coastal Marina of the Year awards 
(less than 250 boats). It is a full service yard 
and the Yacht Harbour’s tenants are able to 
offer boat owners a wide range of services 
including marine engineering, glass fibre, 
outboards, rigging and marine electronics. In 
addition Nick Gates and Andrew Oliver offer 
their expertise in the repair and restoration 
of classic wooden boats. Emsworth School 
of Navigation provides a wide range of RYA 
courses.

Kayak and paddleboard hires are availa-
ble from Andre King of Marina Watersports, 
who also runs Marina Yurts. Four nautically 
appointed yurts are discretely situated along 
the harbour edge. 

The Deck is a Tripadvisor Travellers’ Choice 
Winner 2020
Words by Nicola Hammond

This prestigious accolade is based on reviews, 
ratings and saves on Tripadvisor and puts The 
Deck in the top 10% of restaurants worldwide. 
Ed Collison (managing director) has made it 
his mission to provide great food, from local-
ly sourced ingredients, in a relaxed setting. 
Ed and his team were busy providing home 
deliveries and takeaways during lockdown. 
The Deck now has a new “outdoor room” on 
the balcony giving people the option of more 
space in an open environment. During the 
winter The Deck will stay open 10 a.m. – 10 
p.m. Tuesday to Saturdays and Sundays from 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. The Deck on the Go will also 

be open in the marina (weather dependent), 
offering hot drinks and snacks for walkers.

Ed has also opened a daytime brunch cafe at 
Chesapeake Mill in Wickham.

Above: A selection of the freshly caught fish
Right: Chantelle Williams outside the new Fresh from 
the Boat shop
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ERA Town Centre Review
Words by Theo Schofield, Chair, ERA

Background 
After the experience of the barriers in the town we launched a review 
of the way that our roads and pavements are laid out and traffic is 
managed, and the effects that this has. The challenge is to reconcile 
the wish for people to be safe, in a pleasant environment, which 
encourages footfall, with space for sitting, meeting and events on the 
one hand, with the need for access and parking on the other. 

The Review
The Emsworth Residents Association (ERA), 
working with Mike Ridley from the Emsworth 
Community Land Trust (ECLT) , commissioned 
Helyer Davies, Architects, based in Emsworth, 
to conduct a review and produce a drawing 
which would be a basis for discussion, consul-
tation, and hopefully some action, to improve 
the centre of Emsworth.

Key Proposals
Enlarging the paved area in the Town Square 
(2) to make more safe space for pedestrians, 

and to encourage outdoor dining, markets and 
events. This would involve making the whole 
of South Street two way (3), as it was when the 
barriers were up.

Making the road through the town 
one way
This would reduce traffic through the town, 
allow the widening of pavements and redress 
the balance between traffic and people in the 
town.
The entrance into the town could landscaped 
to make a desirable entrance the town (1), 

framing buildings with historical interest 
while hiding less desirable buildings (15)
The junction between Queen Street and the 
A259, could also be landscaped including seat-
ing with views across the Slipper Mill Pond 
(11), and increased pavement width alongside 
water’s edge to encourage pedestrian use (12).
It would still preserve short term parking, 
which is important, and allow shops to receive 
deliveries. The issue of a 20 mph speed limit in 
the town was not in the brief as this was not a 
traffic survey, but it would also help to achieve 
traffic calming.
More residents and visitors are cyclists, and 
making safe space for them, as well as more 
cycle racks, would encourage people to cycle 
into the town.
These proposals would create attractive en-
trances into the town and encourage residents 
and visitors to spend time here, and would 
help our businesses to continue to thrive, par-
ticularly in these difficult times.
The main drawback of this proposal is that 
the 700 Bus which currently goes through the 
town one way only would not be able to do 

this, which would require new bus stops at the 
Queen Street End (8), and at the end of West 
Street (9), near the new Surgery.

South Street
The plan also proposed changes in the South 
Street Car Park, with increased numbers of 
accessible parking spaces (4), temporary mar-
ket space within South Street Car park (5), and 
redesigning the public toilet to create a more 
desirable building and facilities. (6).

Discussion
These proposals are intended to be the ba-
sis for consultation with the Residents and 
Businesses in Emsworth, and for preliminary 
discussions with our Councillors about their 
feasibility.
Please send your comments to: Theo Schofield 
chairman.era@outlook.com

Town Centre Improvements
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For a free initial consultation call  
0800 980 4136

Independent Financial Solutions is the trading name of DMJ Associates. 
DMJ Associates is an appointed representative of Adviser Business Solutions Ltd. 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Address: Unit 
2-2A The Old Flour Mill, Queen Street, Hampshire, PO10 7BT.

Looking after individuals, companies 
and trustees for over 30 years. Providing 

professional independent advice on:

Mortgages1

Pension Advice
Estate Planning2

Life Assurance
Equity Release3

Investment Advice
Risk Warnings
1. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.
2. The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Estate Planning.
3. This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised 
illustration.
It is important to note that the value of investments can fall as well as rise. You may not 
get back what you invest.

Back & neck problems
Sports injuries

Rehab after falls
Home visits

Acupuncture
Pilates

Call: Karen Laurie
01243 375150
079412 13488

www.emsworthphysio.co.uk

Professional, effective,  
hands-on treatment

KR JENKINS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Landscaping
• Fencing
• Decking
• Decorating

• Re-pointing
• Roof Repairs
• Drainage
• Brickwork

Supply and Fix or Labour Only

FREE ESTIMATE
023 9247 4271
28 years’ experience

Insured
Licensed carrier

KR
JENKINS

Easy Peasy – peas and poems
Words and picture by Mark Ringwood

The ‘Easy Peasy’ project initiated by WemsFest 
sought to build on the initial seeding project 
in 2019 when nearly 30,000 Sunflower seeds 
were given away under the guise of ‘SunFest’. 
The aim of both projects was to promote 
the planting of seeds which would turn into 
plants/flowers which would benefit our na-
tive wildlife as well as encouraging young 
people to take a greater interest in nature.

This year’s project was managed by Carol 
Waldron (formerly owner of Bookends), and 
Nikki Scott, Nearly 10,000 Tom Thumb Pea 
seeds were widely distributed with the aim 

of encouraging young people, in particular, to 
participate. As an additional encouragement 
they ran an ‘Easy Peasy’ Competition which 
asked for photos or a pea-related poem, with 
two winners receiving a £25 voucher to spend 
at Bookends, Emsworth, and two tickets for 
a WemsFest event of their choice (subject to 
availability). 

An encouraging number of entries from a 
wide geographical area were whittled down 
through ‘Zoom’ meetings and two winners 
arrived at:

Sheila Taylor (from Leicester but about to 

permanently move to Emsworth) with her 
‘WemsFest Poet Laureate’ entry:

‘I know a young girl named Marie
Who is a great fan of the pea

She’s a veg growing star
But the pea is by far, the one she likes 

most for her tea.’ 
Deb May came up with a very interesting 

spin on a John Lennon song, “Give Peas a 
Chance” (see photo) All things being equal 
WemsFest will run a similar project in 2021.

Emsworth in Bloom
Words by Sheila Morris

Every picture tells a story and 
there is no doubt this sum-
mer Emsworth in Bloom 
displays have told their 
own story. The displays 
have been fantastic. So 
colourful, brightening 
up our dark Covid days. 
We receive the most 
amazing comments 
from residents and many 
visitors tell us “We come 
to Emsworth to see the 
lovely flower displays.”

All the public comments are 
so rewarding to the amazing 
team of helpers who are dedi-
cated to the project. They plant 
the displays and then have the 
mammoth task of keeping them 
watered through the hot sum-
mer days. I would also like to say 
a big thank you to the wonder-
ful residents who give us access 
to water.

This week we were honoured to have Alan 
Mak, MP visit Emsworth to see the planters 
and in particular the planter he has sponsored. 
The planter is in the square with a very smart 
plaque to honour the occasion. Alan has always 
been supportive of this community project. 

Having already sponsored the 
two displays outside the 

Surgery it is great to have 
his support and financial 
help. Raising the money 
for this project is on-go-
ing and our fund raiser 
Angela McMillan does a 
great job. 

We are so grateful for 
all the help we get, but 

next year we are going to 
have to think hard re the fu-

ture with a more reliable way 
of keeping this project solvent. 
One lovely Emsworth Resident 
has made out an annual stand-
ing order for EIB to show her ap-
preciation. This is a great way to 
support us and I am sure many 
Emsworth residents might 
consider doing the same any 
amount however small helps. 

We are having to remove all 
the lovely plants, whilst still 

looking so good in readiness for planting the 
winter displays. Our planting day is Sunday 18 
Oct. when the team will all be out there with 
their trowels to do another fantastic job. We 
are having same colours as last year the bright 
yellows gave such colour through the winter.

Emsworth’s first Virtual 
Show hailed a success
Words by Faith Ponsonby (Chair, Emsworth Show committee)

Special thanks to everyone who took part in 
the Virtual Emsworth Show, and for helping us 
to make it a success, with over 75 photos sub-
mitted across 33 entrants. I’m sure we would 
all agree that we would much rather have been 
at our traditional Show, meeting friends, ad-
miring the wonderful displays of vegetables, 
fruit and flowers in the big Marquee as well 
as the superb arts and crafts on show. Our 
stallholders and entertainers will be putting 
up information on our site about what they can 
offer virtually so we can support them as they 
have lost substantially during lockdown. We 
encourage you to visit our site and help them 
weather the storm. We hope you enjoyed the 
excellent photos sent in by people from a much 

wider area (further afield) than usual, which 
gave a flavour of what will be on offer on 
August Bank Holiday Monday on 30th August 
2021.

This virtual Show could not have happened 
without the huge effort by a very small team, 
led by Helen and Trevor setting up the website, 
and Christina getting the word out on social 
media. We also had no income, but most of 
our expenses were covered by a generous do-
nation from Jago Developments, while Henry 
Adams helped by printing some posters and 
fliers. Thanks so much to all of you for helping 
to bring such pleasure and colour to so many 
in a currently drab time.

www.emsworthshow.co.uk/

All the public 
comments are so 
rewarding to the 
amazing team of 
helpers who are 
dedicated to the 

project. 

Horticulture
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Cycling

Please contact me if 
there’s anything I can help 
with, or you want to invite 
me to a community event. 

Visit my website for 
surgery details.

By post

House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA

t:  023 9241 5620
w:  AlanMak.org.uk
e:  Alan.Mak.MP@Parliament.UK

  @AlanMakMP
  fb.com/AlanMakHavant

Please visit my website to sign-up for my new residents’ email newsletter  
and details about my surgeries.

Serving the residents 
of Emsworth and the 
whole constituency

Member of Parliament for Havant

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, Building 6000, Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, Havant, PO9 1SA.  Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD.

CONTACT ALAN

ALAN MAK MP
YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

New Cycle Lanes Chichester to Emsworth
Words by Andrew Gould, Chichester & District Cycle Forum

Plans are underway for new cycle 
lanes running from Emsworth to 
Chichester. A feasibility study has 
been commissioned by Highways 
England. £4.5 million of funding 
has been put aside for this 
scheme. 

This route has an appalling record for cycling 
accidents: Between 2013 and 2018, 40% of 
all vehicle accidents involved cyclists (mainly 
bikes being hit by cars) and yet traffic flow 
data shows that cyclists only account for 2% of 
journeys. For many people it has become too 
dangerous to cycle so new, safe, continuous 
cycle lanes are long overdue.

The Highways England scheme is for a 2.5 
to 3.5 m wide shared path running most of the 
way from Emsworth to Chichester. This is a 
shared two-way cycle lane and footpath. The 
plans have received considerable opposition 
from local residents due to the conflict of pe-
destrians and cyclists sharing the same space. 

The publication by the government of new 
cycle infrastructure guidelines has forced 
Highways England to rethink the design as 
it fails to meet these guidelines: “On urban 
streets physically separate cyclists and 
pedestrians. Cyclists must be treated as 

vehicles.” 8.3 km of the 
route is urban (defined 
as carriageway directly 
bordered by properties 
on at least one side of the 
road) and 2.95 km is rural. 
In urban areas, paths that 
are shared by cyclists and 
pedestrians are ruled 
out by the government 
and will not be funded. 
Highways England have 
agreed to work with local 
stakeholders to review 
the plans in line with the 
latest guidelines.

Meanwhile the Chic-
hester and District Cycle Forum have been 
working with the Bournes Forum Working 
Group to come up with an alternative propos-
al. The Bournes Group represents the parish 
councils. The proposal is to have continuous 
lightly segregated cycle lanes on both sides of 
the road running all the way from the Cross in 
Chichester to the A27 underpass to the West 
of Emsworth. Where the road is narrow, four 
20 mph traffic calmed zones would be set 
up in Hermitage, Southbourne, Nutbourne 
and Fishbourne. There would always be a 
separate pavement for pedestrians in built 
up areas. Even in the pinch points, cycle lanes 

would continue straight on, on both sides of 
the road and be marked as separate from the 
footpath.

With careful research, design and consid-
eration of the wider context of the A259, this 
project can deliver a series of revitalised village 
centres, providing far more than an enhanced 
cycle track. It is understood that Highways 
England is operating within a limited budget 
but the project should not be constrained by 
lack of funds. It is recommended that all ef-
forts are made to identify additional funding 
sources to broaden the scope of the project.
Chichester & District Cycle Forum and the 

Bournes Forum Working Group must be an 
integral part of the consultation process.

This proposal is designed to be a foundation 
for future communication and cooperation 
with Highways England. The local residents, 
Parish Councils, cyclists pedestrians who 
live, work and commute along the A259, look 
forward to working together with Highways 
England, West Sussex County Council and 
Chichester District Council for the benefit of 
the whole community.

www.facebook.com/
chichestercycleforum

Picture 1: taken near Gordon Road in Hermitage, 
shows the current situation with no cycle lanes 

Picture 2: shows a conceptual image of segregated 
cycle lanes, separated from the footpath
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Keeping you and your loved ones safe 
without the need for residential care

Stay Safe 
at Home

With Right
 at Home

24/7 Live-In Care

Personal Care

Respite Care

Hospital to Home

Specialist Care

Dementia

02393 878777

www.rightathome.co.uk/havant

Our services include: into your home

Bring some

T: 02392 466007
E: enquiries@aqua-ltd.co.uk
www.aqua-ltd.co.uk

Visit our showroom: 
18 Elm Grove, Hayling Island, Hampshire, PO11 9EF

If your dark, old bathroom is dragging you 
down, then change it for one that will leave you 
feeling fresh, clean and bright as a summer’s day.

Whatever your budget and ideas, our talented 
team will create and install a beautiful bathroom 

that will make you smile for years to come.

Call us today.

Church

Updates
For details of all of our local churches and their 
services go to: www.emsworthchristians.com 

How Catholics in Emsworth 
responded to Covid-19
Words by Anthony Andrews

As the country went into lockdown on 23 
March, the doors of St Thomas’ Catholic 
Church were closed to public and private wor-
ship. The Catholic bishops reassured the faith-
ful that they did not need to attend a church 
service during the pandemic as this obligation 
had been lifted. Priests would celebrate mass 
in isolation. Nevertheless, while the church 
doors were locked, parishioners continued 
to practice their faith. Online church services, 
Zoom liturgies, get togethers on Google hang-
outs; the devout became digital. 

Since the start of August, services have recom-
menced in both parish churches, St Thomas’ in 
Emsworth and St Joseph’s in Havant. Due to 
the government’s strict restrictions, an online 
booking service has been instigated. Thanks to 
the dedication of a handful of volunteers there 
are now stewards to guide people to allocated 
seats and cleaners to disinfect the church once 
the congregation has departed. Liturgy of the 
Word takes place every Sunday at 9.00 a.m. via 
Zoom. www.rchavant.com

Waterside United Reform 
Church
Words by Pam McBirnie

Waterside United Reformed Church was able 
to open its doors to Sunday worship on 13 
September after a six month gap. In common 
with other places of worship, we have had 
to make adjustments. However, because we 
cannot sing hymns at the moment, services 
are at least a quarter of an hour shorter. Face 
coverings (except for worship leaders) are 

compulsory, and hand sanitising and social 
distancing are necessary. The latter means 
that we are limited as to numbers, so anyone 
wishing to join us, needs to contact the church 
to check for availability of space. We welcome 
all visitors. We hope to restart our Friday cof-
fee mornings at 10 a.m. We look forward to 
restarting other regular activities, as soon as 
we can www.emsworthchristians.com

Methodists
Words by Rev Bill Stillwell

Our church has continued to provide pastoral 
support, encouragement and worship for our 
fellowship and the wider community. We’ve 
been using audio recordings, printed orders 
of worship and newsletters and Zoom. All 
this has been enabled by amazing people 
who’ve really been putting Christian care into 
action. A major sadness, however, has been 
that the Pastoral Centre had to be closed. The 
good news is that in September we started 
to open up (with all the proper Covid-secure 
measures in place) from 10 a.m. to midday on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, with a view to 
extending the opening hours, which has been 
a real boon to many people. 
We had our first service in the church building 
on 20 September, led by our new Minister, Rev 
Stephen Wright, who is now working alongside 
Deacon Laura and Rev Bill Stillwell. Services 
are subject to face coverings, no singing, and 
booking in during the week before a service for 
a space at that service, but it’s great to be able 
to worship together again. 

Emsworth Baptist Church 
Words by Pastor Joel Ferreira

Part of Emsworth Baptist Church’s “new nor-
mal” has been the creation of two separate 
morning services - The Nine and The Eleven. 
The church’s large, modern, well-ventilat-
ed building offers a tremendous space for 
services to take place with all the necessary 
social distancing measures in place. Booking 

is required via the church. The church is also 
producing a weekly online service which goes 
live on Sunday evenings at 6.30 p.m. and 
can be viewed via the church’s website or on 
Emsworth Baptist Church’s YouTube channel. 
The weekly service is also available by tele-
phone on the Dial-a-Sermon number: 01243 
214512. On Wednesday and Thursday morn-
ings from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m., the church is open 
to receive donations for local food banks and 
for private prayer. Emsworth Baptist Church 
would like to say a huge thank you to all those 
who have donated to the food bank thus far. 
 www.emsbaptist.org.uk.

Armistice Day Service in 
Emsworth Memorial Garden
Words by Pam Palmer, Emsworth Memorial 
Garden 

There will not be a public Armistice Day 
Service in Emsworth Memorial Garden on 11 
November. We have had to take the decision 
not to invite the general public or schoolchil-
dren, given the difficulties of controlling social 
distancing in the garden. A small service will 
be held to enable the Committee and Official 
Representatives to lay wreaths. 

RNLI Christmas cards
Words by Rona Musker

The RNLI has a supply of last year’s cards 
which will be selling for £2.50 for a pack of 10 
instead of the normal £4/4.25. We will also be 
able to provide this year’s new cards and cal-
endars at normal prices. Please contact me on 
01243 377186 ronamusker@btinternet.com 
and I will send you a list of cards from last year 
and this year. You can send me a list of your 
choices, along with your name, contact num-
ber and address and you will know what your 
order will cost. I will call you to arrange deliv-
ery and will accept cheques or cash for your 
goods at the same time, although cheques will 
be preferable. 
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Sports & Recreation

7A HIGH STREET
EMSWORTH PO10 7AQ

Find out more at www.italladdsup.co.uk

Ring Chris Dyer-Smith, F.C.A.
on Emsworth 37703701243 576563

Weldrite Engineering 
Services

Station Garage
MOT Test Centre
Servicing & Repairs
Bosch Diagnostic 
Specialists

Credit cards accepted
Free local collection & delivery
Open 6 days a week from 8am

01243 375076
07747 844961 or 07762 01102

Stirling Moss 
documentary
Words by Jim Strudwick

We had a very interesting day around Goodwood, being filmed as part of 
the Sky Documentary series, this one being the life of Sir Stirling Moss, of 
which my wife and I played a small but important part. It takes ages for 
each of us to be miked up, sounds and light tested and all that goes with 
it and to be interviewed.  You are asked the same questions over and over 
until they get a perfect sequence. I was used to the set up having taken 
part in two films, but Annie, who was not so familiar to it was brilliant.

In the afternoon, we went to the motor circuit, which had car testing 
going on, to show the crew the exact spot where he crashed on Easter 
Bank Holiday Monday, 1962 and discuss the whole thing yet again. We 
were manning the St. John Ambulance nearby. They asked us how we 
felt having watched from a few feet away the most famous racing driver 
of the time crash at speed, and I said we just ran across the track with 
cars racing at the same time, and I said “you don’t think of the danger, 
adrenaline just kicks in, you just know someone needs immediate help, 
especially  as there was a real danger of it catching fire with petrol every-
where, and just two of us without radios of phones in those days, had to 
prepare to pull him out in the event of it catching fire. 

Annie was the real hero. She realised he couldn’t breathe and with her 
small hands pulled the chewing gum from the back of his throat. It was 
ages before we got help, mainly the Goodwood Firemen.  Having finally 
got him out, I drove him to hospital in my ambulance.

Having completed the filming, they pictured us walking slowly away 
from the crash spot into the distance. All good film material. Watch out 
for the programme on Sky around Christmas, but they have promised 
me a DVD.

Updates
Council secures £18,000 boost for 
Havant football pitches
Havant Borough Council has been awarded funding 
from the Football Foundation to support grassroots 
football across the borough by improving pitches. The 
council worked with the Hampshire FA and the Football 
Foundation, a charity partnership between the govern-
ment, the FA and the Premier League, to secure a total 
of £18,450. This grant will enable the council to purchase 
new Verti-Drain machinery, which will be used by Norse 
South East on all Havant Borough Council owned foot-
ball pitches to improve compaction and waterlogging. It 
will see significant improvement in the existing pitches 
and therefore a reduction in cancelled fixtures and an 
improvement in the quality of the playing surface. Work 
will take place at Bartons Green, Bidbury Mead, Cowplain 
Recreation Ground, Emsworth Recreation Ground, Front 
Lawn Recreation Ground, Hayling Park, Purbrook Heath 
and Waterlooville Recreation Ground.

Tennis courts have been refurbished 
Tennis players in the borough will have improved playing 
conditions following refurbishment by Havant Borough 
Council. The improvements to the courts at Emsworth 
Recreation Ground, Bidbury Mead and Purbrook Heath will 
include repairs to areas of damaged surfacing, repainting 
of the courts and new nets and posts. 

Get Up and Go
If you are aged 55+ and live in Havant Borough, you will 
find a range of opportunities through this website to get 
outside, try new experiences, have fun and to socialise. 
All activities can be attended on your own, with friends or 
family and will be at a pace to suit you. 

Get up and go – and enjoy something new to you.
Walking
• Guided Walks at Staunton Country park
• Nordic Walking
• Progression 5k development guided walk at Staunton 

Country park 
Pilates
• Beginners Pilates Class- St. Wilfreds Church Cowplain/

Waterlooville
• Stretch Yourself- Beginners Pilates Class- Bedhampton 

class
• Stretch Yourself- Beginners Pilates, Hayling Island
• Stretch Yourself- Pilates, Emsworth community centre
Yoga
• Yoga at Newlands Community Hall- Waterlooville 
• Yoga Temporarily online on Zoom
• Yoga Temporary at Front Lawn Recreation Ground
Dance
• Fun Fitness (Seated) at The Meridian Centre
• Fun Fitness (Standing) Fun Class at Emsworth 

Recreation Ground
• Ballroom and Latin American Essential Dance Classes
• Fun Fitness (Standing)- Temporary location of Front 

Lawn Recreation Ground
Other
• Get up and Go Bootcamp
• Free Table Tennis 
• ‘That’s How We Row’ 6 week Rowing Course
• Ballroom & Latin American Dance 
www.getupandgohavant.com/ 
email: info@getupandgohavant.com 
tel: 023 9244 6223 or 07720 076284

Emsworth Walking Football Club
The photo is of Emsworth Walking Football Club 
with some of the trophies that player Rob Keating 
won whilst representing England. 
Emsworth Walking Football Club has been run-
ning for about six years now and has a players 
ranging from 52 to 82 years old still playing. 
Chairman Colin Thomas says that we have a thriv-
ing football club and we’re proud to have a current 
England player within our ranks. 

We play twice a week and have an active 
social scene as well.  

Email: eandhwf@gmail.com  
for more details.

Stirling Moss diving an Aston Martin DB3S, Goodwood, West Sussex, 1956
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funeralcare.co.uk

 Pre-paid funeral plans      Free bereavement centre      24 hour service

CHICHESTER Kingsham Avenue, PO19 8AW • 01243 782209
COWPLAIN 37a London Road, PO8 8DF • 02392 254490
EMSWORTH 31 North Street, PO10 7DA • 01243 37645
WATERLOOVILLE 320 London Road, PO7 7DU • 02392 266105
WIDLEY 1 Cornwall Buildings, London Road, PO7 5AB • 02392 378472
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Updates
By Nicola Hammond, Arts Correspondent

Emsworth DJs take to the airwaves on “The Flash”
Local community radio station The Flash has 
attracted a number of Emsworth residents 
and presenters who want to share their love 
of music on the radio. The Flash serves the 
greater Waterlooville, Havant and Emsworth 
areas on 104.3 FM. It is also available on DAB 
and online at: www.theflashonair.co.uk

Jake Charlton (known in his ‘day job’ as 
manager at Treagust Butchers) serves up the 
best rock tunes on his ‘Millenials Rock Show’ 
every Wednesday night from 9.00-11.00 pm. 
After butchering for 13 years, 29 year old Jake 
he feels it is now time to take to the airwaves 
as well.

Nick Simmons has worked for various 
stations since the early eighties – BFBS, the 
BBC and commercial ones too including Radio 
Victory and Wave 105. Keen sailor and drum-
mer Nick broadcasts his favourite music on 
Friday mornings from 9.00-11.00 am.

Mark Ringwood, music director of WemsFest, 
has his Routes Around The World show every 
Tuesday from 6.00-8.00 pm. Based on music 
which the late John Peel used to play, it fea-
tures sounds from all over the world as well as 
music from Mark’s 10,000+ collection.

Chris Fosbrook presents the Mojo Fingers 
Blues and Beyond every Thursday at 7.00 
pm. Brought up on a diet of blues and rock he 
continues to live his passion for this type of 

music. Chris also helps to run The Emsworth 
Music Club.

Iain Lynch presents his show on Mondays 
at 6.00 pm. His favourite DJ back in the day 
was Johnny Walker. A keen live music fan, Iain 
enjoys playing Americana and Indie music on 
his show and also promoting local artists.

The Flash is run entirely by volunteers and 
promotes the talents of local unsigned bands, 
musicians, and singer/songwriters within the 
community. 

The Spring announces a festive family show for December
Oscar Wilde’s classic family tale, The Selfish 
Giant is being brought to life by family theatre 
experts Tessa Bide Productions and Soap Soup 
Theatre. The story has a festive setting, with 
Grinter the giant living alone and surrounded 
by a snowy garden and frost-covered walls. 
Tickets for the Christmas show are £10, with six 
performances between 21 and 23 December. 
The family show is ideal for children aged 3 – 
10 years.

The Spring has introduced significant 
measures to ensure that it is safe for visitors 
to return to the centre so families can enjoy 
the festive wonder of live theatre over the 
Christmas period. As well as live performanc-
es, a family ticket costing £4 will be available 
for those who prefer to watch a specially-re-
corded performance from home.

See www.thespring.co.uk for more about 
their autumn and winter programme.

Arts & Entertainment

Book Review

Some Diamonds Are Blue by Eliza Grey
In South Africa in 1902 a rare blue diamond 
finds its way into the possession of Pearl, 
a young prostitute. Her grandmother had 
foretold Pearl’s destiny, linked to the dia-
mond. Back in England in 1968 henchman 
Charlie White is sent on a job to steal a price-
less painting and gets an unexpected prize. It 
is Christmas 1919 and Parisian Henri Brienne 
places a dazzling blue diamond on his wife’s 
finger. Fast forward to 1989 in London. The 
groom’s South African grandfather stands 
up at his wedding to address the wedding 
party. 

The story of the rare blue diamond takes 
us across continents and over decades as the 
story unfolds. It brings heartache, joy and 
redemption and, the author says, “As the di-
amond’s destiny draws to a close, we are left 
in no doubt: some diamonds are blue, and 
some grandmother’s prophecies are real.”

Eliza Grey’s debut is a jewel of a novel. 
It is cleverly plotted and has just the right 
amount of twists and turns to keep you 
turning the pages. Her characters are well 
defined and have depth and the novel is full 
of evocative scenes. Clearly a lot of historical 
research has gone into this book and Eliza’s 
prose is very intelligently written.

Eliza and her family moved to Emsworth 
five years ago. After a career in academic 
publishing and then running her own busi-
ness, she has fulfilled her dream by writing 
her first novel. Eliza began ‘Some Diamonds…’ 
in the Maldives in 2019. Her second novel is 
now with her editor.

Some Diamonds Are Blue is 
available from Amazon in paperback 

(£8.99) and on Kindle (2.99)

Concert Review

Katy Hurt. Clarence Field, Southsea 23 August
After Katy Hurt’s 2020 tour was cancelled 
after performing only three gigs, this 
Saturday night concert was then post-
poned to Sunday afternoon due to the 
high winds at Southsea. It would have 
been quite a sight to see a performance 
on the inflatable stage in those conditions. 

Undeterred, Katy took to the open-air 
stage with gusto. Telling the audience in an 
American twang that “what sounds good 
in a bar should sound good in a field” she 
launched into ‘Drink’ from her ‘Unfinished 
Business’ EP. Her gutsy, rich voice rang 
out over the field. Singer songwriter Katy 
has been steeped in country music from 

a young age and draws inspiration for her 
songs by listening in to strangers’ conver-
sations. They give her “the chance to write 
another cheating song” she said, singing the 
upbeat “Wish I could give you up” with her 
superb vocals. This was followed by “All we 
ever have” which Katy wrote in Winnipeg 
when it was -30°C outside. 

She said “country is sad songs” but went 
on to give the hugely appreciative audience a warm feeling on a chilly afternoon. Katy 
(accompanied by Gab Zsapka on guitar) mixed the upbeat with the wistful, always putting 
her heart and soul into the music. I’ve been been lucky to visit Nashville and can see Katy 
holding her own with the best.

Brought to Southsea by Ken Brown of Harbour Records, Emsworth (where Katy did 
an in-store demo last year), Katy Hurt is scheduled to appear at the Square Tower in Old 
Portsmouth in April 2021.

Nick Simmons at The Flash radio station

(Katy) said “country is 
sad songs” but went 
on to give the hugely 
appreciative audience a 
warm feeling on a chilly 
afternoon

The story of the rare 
blue diamond takes us 
across continents and 
over decades as the 
story unfolds.
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Lloyds Tree SurgeryLloyds Tree Surgery
Your local tree experts

All aspects of tree 
surgery and hedge cutting 

undertaken
Call Lloyd today for 

a free quote
07711 653401 
01243 389168

Council Approved | Fully Insured | NPTC qualified

info@lloydstreesurgery.com
www.lloydstreesurgery.com

P. M. Graphics
Visual Communications

Vehicle Graphics
Window Graphics
Banners    Posters

Signs    Labels
Business Cards

Flyers    Leaflets

0333 050 9917
07734 938959

www.pmgraphics.co.uk
info@pmgraphics.co.uk

Heritage

Emsworth Maritime and Historical Trust
Words by Dorothy Bone, Secretary

Emsworth Museum re-opened on 1 August. 
During September they held an exhibition 
about “Thomas a Becket: the Man and the 
Church”.
3 October – 1 November “Emsworth Past and 
Present”. Emsworth Museum’s photograph 
archivist has selected a variety of images from 
his own library as well as the museum archive 
and, using recent photographs that he has 
taken in the same locations, he highlights in 

this exhibition some of the changes that have 
taken place in and around the town since the 
1890s. 

Emsworth Museum, 10B North Street is open 
until the 1 November on Saturdays 10.30 a.m. 
– 4.30 p.m. and Sundays 2.30 p.m. –  
4.30 p.m. Free admission. 
www.emsworthmuseum.org.uk email info@
emsworthmuseum.org.uk Tel: 01243 378091. 
The museum will be closed from 2 November 
until April 2021. 

Noel Kinnell honoured
Emsworth’s second blue plaque 
honours the town’s greatest 
benefactor, Noel Kinnell, who 
was the Emsworth Brewery 
owner (now the South Street 
car park), chairman of the 
Warblington and Emsworth 
Urban District Council and 
donator of the Town Millpond’s 

sea wall promenade. 
He lived at Seafield House until 

his death in 1927. The plaque 
was installed by historian Bob 
Smyth, who has recounted 
Kinnell’s career in previous 
issues of The Ems and whose 

late mother lived at Seafield 
from 1977 until 2018.

Emsworth Notables
The Ems launches a series of brief profiles of some of its leading past residents, beginning with 
a longer look at its most notable - the writer who immortalised the village name.

Words by Bob Smyth

In 1914 Plum, aged 
33, sailed to the USA 
to burnish his literary 
career – and royalties. 
Displaying a regretta-
ble habit of ignoring 
anything which inter-
fered with his writing, 
he also avoided WWI 
and its consequences. 

His five war-year novels included two which 
launched his great comedic sagas thereafter – 
and continued use of Emsworth locality names 
despite giving up the Threepwood house.

Something Fresh (1915) interweaves three 
of his basic comedic plot themes: boy-meets-
girl, American millionaire and pursuing crooks 
and private detectives, in an English ancestral 
country mansion setting – plus London clubs “in 
town”. So here are introduced Lord Emsworth, 
his hapless second son Freddie Threepwood, 
the Blandings Castle butler Beach (from Beach 
Road), the Efficient Baxter officious secretary, 
and Lady Anne Warblington among fringe 
weekend guests.

Bertie Wooster and his valet Jeeves, first 
appearing in a 1915 American magazine short 
story, begin their parallel escapades in the My 
Man Jeeves (1919) stories. Yet Plum’s Psmith 
Journalist (1915) demonstrates nitty-gritty 
awareness of the real underside of New York 
life.

Plum had also now become a family man. 
Meeting and marrying twice-widowed 
Englishwoman Ethel after a blind dinner date, 

Plum also acquired her 10-year-old daughter 
Leonora – a central part of his life for the next 
thirty years. Becoming seriously rich, the trio 
globe-trotted – pursued by British and US tax 
authorities. 

Ella King-Hall, having married Herbert 
Westbrook, remained his literary agent until 
she gave up through ill health in 1934. Plum 
continued corresponding with Threepwood 
housekeeper Lilian Bayley until post 1939 
German intervention.

Needing a convenient base for cross-Chan-
nel ferries to and from the UK, and trans-At-
lantic liners from Le Havre and Cherbourg, the 
trio stayed at places such as the fashionable Le 
Touquet resort. An enthusiastic gambler, Ethel 
loved the Casino, and Plum the golf courses 
- one being immediately adjacent to a villa 
called “Low Wood”. They noticed the property 
in 1924, and rented and bought a decade later. 
When this author tried to get the Le Touquet 
mayor and newspaper owner, a leading French 
MP, to mark the house with some sort of sig-
nage back twenty years or so ago, he replied: 
“Qui est-ce?”

The books poured out – over 70 novels and 
three hundred short stories by the end. At 
least half his novels are pretty ropey pot-boil-
ers, but the gems continued as well. Settled 
in Low Wood, with Leonora marrying into 
the upper-class Cazalet family in 1934, Plum, 
Ethel and their dogs showed few worries when 
WWII was declared. Or, idiotically, up to the 
1940 blitzkrieg which caught them belatedly 
trying to escape.

Interned in “greater Germany (“If this is 

Upper Silesia, what must Lower Silesia be like?” 
he mused), he naively agreed to broadcast a 
series of humorous sketches of internment 
camp life to reassure his US readers. When 
these were also broadcast in Britain, he was 
denounced as a collaborator – but defended 
by writers headed by George Orwell.

Released from internment after age 60, he 
and Ethel unwisely settled in the Germans’ fa-
vourite Paris top-class hotel, exhibiting a fail-
ure of comprehension he suffered to the end. 
The threat of prosecution not being removed 
at war’s end, the pair eventually sailed to New 
York once again. Daughter Leonora had sadly 
died during a routine London Clinic operation, 
but left children whose Cazalet offspring are 
Plum’s “step descendants” today.

Having gained American citizenship, Plum 
settled in Long Island for three mostly happy 
final decades. While blocking any biography, 
he assisted his old friend Bill Townend in 
publishing Performing Flea - A Self-Portrait 
in Letters (1953). Always a tremendous letter 
writer, the P G Wodehouse – A Life in Letters 
(2011) collection superbly edited by Sophie 
Ratcliffe is a treasure trove. (Letters make “a 
wonderful oblique form for an autobiography,” 
he said.) But Robert McCrum’s Wodehouse – A 
Life (2004) is the go-to full account.

Awarded a knighthood in the January 1975 
New Year honours list, Plum died six weeks 
later. Still energetically writing aged 93, he 
took the manuscript of the latest unfinished 
Blandings novel into the hospital for his final 
visit. Ethel survived him by almost a decade.

His characters meanwhile flourish world-
wide. Bertie Wooster bowls down the 
Portsmouth Road in the two-seater, Jeeves 
in the front seat and luggage in the dickie. 
And at Blandings Castle, black sheep of the 
Emsworth’s family, Clarence’s disreputable 
younger brother Galahad “Gally” Threepwood, 
may be resuming his scandalous memoirs of 

Wodehouse’s pre-lapsarian world.

P.G.Wodehouse books Emsworth Museum 
has received from the P.G.Wodehouse Society 
(UK) a number of P.G.Wodehouse novels, bi-
ographies and related items. The museum has 
one of the largest collections of books relating 
to the town’s most famous writer outside of 
the Society’s own collection. This material is 
available for reading and research by visitors 
and members at any time when the museum 
is open. 
“Emsworth’s Plum”. Margaret Rogers has up-
dated and edited this book, originally written 
by Linda Newell in 2004, and it is on sale in 
Emsworth Museum at £8.00.

P G Wodehouse - Part Two

PG Wodehouse with his wife Ethel at their house in Basket 
Neck Lane, Remsenburg, New York, about 1956.
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Readers Articles

Dr Nita Gupta BDS, MDS, FDSRCS Oral Surgeon
Dr Lisa Pearce BDS (Bristol) Dentist

• Dental Implants
• General Dentistry

• Oral Surgery
• Smile Design  

6 months

• Dental Hygiene
• White Fillings & 

Tooth Whitening

01243 372643
www.thenorthstreetclinic.co.uk

Discover your smile!

 

Physio-led Pilates 

Beginner / Intermediate Pilates classes 
and specialist classes for Bone Health 
(including Osteoporosis and Osteopenia) 

You will need your own exercise mat, and 1 or 2 thin pillows / towels 

Please contact: Melissa Robinson 
melissa.robinson@astilbe.co.uk 
Or text to: 07977 466924 

Exercise at home 
when it suits you 

then £6 per class 
Request classes 

as required 

1 hour classes, easily accessed through You Tube link sent via email 

Tuition by APPI trained Chartered Physiotherapist 

Free trial class 

Days out with dogs
Part 9. Idsworth – Compton Circuit 
(or church to pub and back again) 
Words by Lupo. Photographs by Juliet Walker

We knew this walk was going to be a real 
expedition, when a map became involved, 
and was frequently referred to. This was a 
journey into the unknown. What we were 
not expecting was that it was going to be 
a historical one. We dogs have dabbled in 
the eleventh century, we’ll have you know, 
so that’s not to be sniffed at (unlike almost 
everything else we passed).

The walk was special for another reason; 
it was the first one involving our new friend, 
and Charlie’s housemate, Callie. She fits in 
very well, being one of the lads. (I’m not sure 
you can say that nowadays, Lupo. It’s not 
PC.) Huh? Well, she’s definitely a roughie-
toughie tomboy anyway. 

We travelled by car to Idsworth – three dogs 
and two people – parked near the church, and 
began our walk by going on a clearly signed 
way through fields towards Compton, our 
lunchtime destination. Our owners stopped 
to look at a chalky excavation, and exclaimed 
excitedly when they learnt that a very old 
pond was being restored. Dogs do not see the 
point of empty ponds, so we trotted on east-
wards, then climbed steeply into the woods. 

Here the path was narrower and less well 
defined, till we joined a broader track, where, 
to our surprise, we were passed by a spaniel 
riding in style in a quad bike trailer. We looked 
at our owners reproachfully. If we want 
to be seen as Proper Country Dogs, we are 
obviously lacking the right equipment. We 
soon forgot our deprivation though, as we 
approached the wide expanse of Compton 
Down, where the views were so fine, and 
so open, that we three climbed onto a rustic 
seat to sniff the air and to admire them. 

My owner pointed out the direction of the 
pub, so, with keen anticipation, we headed 
down, through flinty fields and a coppice, 
to Compton village, where we were warmly 
welcomed with biscuity treats at The Coach 
and Horses. We sat at our own bench under 
a gazebo, with the warm September breeze 
wafting the tempting smell of cheese and fish 
finger ciabattas towards us. I have to admit 
that a bit more than just the smell came my 
way.

I think our owners could have sat there all 
afternoon, but the return journey beckoned, 
and it beckoned very much uphill. It soon 

became clear that we were not planning to 
retrace our steps exactly. After more map 
consultation we branched off through a 
meadow, which rose steadily towards wood-
land. On this route we negotiated a number 
of different stiles and gates - clanging mod-
ern metal ones, and traditional quiet wooden 
ones. We passed by houses and farms, in one 
case even through a very smart farmyard. We 
were glad not to meet any Proper Farm Dogs, 
who might have scoffed at our urban ways. 
We didn’t see animals in any of the fields ei-
ther, which meant that we could enjoy being 
off our leads for most of the time.

The final stretch was through part of a 
large wood, from which we emerged into our 
original field, in sight of the little church. This 
was to be our next stop before returning to 
the car. We tramped towards it a bit wearily, 
not expecting there to be much of interest 
there for dogs. How wrong we were! This 
turned out to be St Hubert’s Chapel, and Well-
Behaved Dogs were allowed in. We were told 
that the chapel may not really be dedicated 
to St Hubert after all, but what was without 
any doubt was that there were already dogs 

in there - Very Fine Hunting Dogs, and they 
were colourfully painted on the wall. They 
had been there for many centuries, and were 
still looking in fine fettle and eager for the 
chase.

In order not to let the canine side down, we 
trotted back towards the car with renewed 
sprightliness. We had all had a good day 
out, and went happily to sleep, dreaming of 
running with red, white and yellow medieval 
hounds.

Compton

Idsworth

Hunting dog 
wall painting 
in the church
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Obituaries

Elizabeth Turner Soft Furnishings

A small, professional soft furnishings business, pro-
viding a bespoke service to meet our customers’ exact 

requirements.  
All of our products are hand-made to a very high stand-

ard. We also supply fabric, a range of curtain poles, 
tracks and other accessories.

Unit 5, Sindles Farm, Aldsworth, Emsworth PO10 8QS

01243 389939
info@elizabethturner.co.uk
www.elizabethturner.co.uk

Maurice Bedford (1926 – 2020)
Owner of Bedfords Newsagents

Words by John Cutler

Many of the Emsworth ‘old school’ will re-
member Maurice. Maurice and Eileen moved 
from Horndean to Emsworth to reside at 
Watersedge Gardens and to purchase the 
small sweet shop in the square ‘The Little 
Wonder’, this was in 1968. Maurice made en-
quiries and sourced supplies of newspapers 
and magazines, ’The Little Wonder’ was now 
‘Bedfords Newsagents’. They remained at the 
newsagents until retirement in 1986, when 
they down sized and moved into Brent Court.

After a few years they returned to their roots 
in Alton where, in 1957 they had got married. 
As Maurice’s health deteriorated they moved 

into Brendon care home in Alton where sad-
ly Maurice passed, Eileen still resides at the 
home and is very settled. In the Second World 
War, Maurice was enlisted as RAF ground 
crew, he was chosen as their poster boy for 
a time. He spent time in the ceremonial drill 
squad before coming surplus to requirement 
he was then drafted to the mines a Bevin boy. 
In retirement he enjoyed golf, horse riding 
and gardening. Maurice had many friends in 
Emsworth and will be sadly missed. I had the 
pleasure of working for Maurice and Eileen, 
marking up papers and magazines as a boy 
1968-71, we became great pals. R.I.P my friend.

Prue Madden (1921 – 2020) 
She lived in the same house in Western Parade for 72 years

Words by Maggi Williams

Gillian Prudence Hunt was born in 
1921. For a while the family lived at 
Marshlands (now Springfield Care 
Home) and Prue attended Emsworth 
Primary School. The family then 
moved to Chichester where her father 
farmed.

Prue went to Chichester Art College 
hoping to go on to the Slade School of 
Art but sadly WWII put a stop to her 
dreams. She joined the Army where 
she was taught how to drive and 
service her car. During the war she 
met and married Tony Williams who 

came from Portsmouth. Their first son John 
was born in 1944. When he came home they 
bought their first home together, Point View 
on Western Parade, in 1946. In 1947 Andrew 
was born followed by Christopher (known as 
Kit) in 1950. 

Tony died of a brain tumour in 1956 leaving 
Prue to bring up her three boys on her own. 
Her large extended family and many friends 
gave her much support. Prue was also a regu-
lar worshipper at St Thomas a Becket church. 

In 1969 Prue met Jack Madden, a local so-
licitor, and they were married the following 
year at St Thomas a Becket church. Jack had 

three children Peter, Annie and John who were 
similar in age to her three boys. In December 
1996 Jack died and once again Prue was on her 
own. She kept up with her drawing and paint-
ing skills and many of her family, friends and 
local people have had brilliant portraits done 
by her over the years.

Prue lived at ‘dear Point View‘ for just over 
72 years and will be remembered by all her 
family, and her many friends in Emsworth and 
further afield as a vibrant person, interested, 
interesting and full of good humour, always 
immaculately dressed. In March 2018 she 
moved to Prinsted Nursing Home. 

Personal reflections on Ray Cobbett  
(1938 – 2020)

Councillor and Environmentalist
Words by Brendan Gibb-Gray

I first met Ray at an ERA meeting in 1998, when 
by chance I sat next to him and we became in-
stant friends. Following the meeting he asked 
if I would join him for a pint. Ray suggested 
the Town Brewery, a local pub serving the best 
IPA between Brighton and Portsmouth. It be-
came obvious that one of Ray’s joys was good 
English beer, a passion he retained all his life. 

When I became a district councillor in 2004 
there were many public meetings drawn to-
gether to consider the contents of the next 
Local Plan. Ray attended most of these HBC 
meetings and as a result of his knowledge and 

positive contributions was held in high regard 
by local government officers at Havant. What 
struck me through all those years of “planning 
for the plans” was that Ray wanted the best 
housing for all our residents and this included 
social housing. He was disappointed in much 
of the quality of the build and the lack of green 
space on new developments. To his credit he 
was persistent, vocal and influential at HBC. 
Ray also loved and fought to keep Emsworth 
Library when it was threatened a few years 
ago.

Ray formed a local bicycle club. Whilst at the 
height of its success it only had seven “cycling” 
members, it became well known locally and at 
HBC. Under Ray’s effective pen, we comment-
ed on “green transport” issues in the Local 
Plan. Incredibly in spite of its size the club 
achieved “consultee” status at HBC! Wherever 
Ray lived he made positive contributions to 
the local community and felt the best way 
to do this was through the environment. Ray 
was a unique and an interesting man, a loyal 
friend who will be sadly missed by many in 
Emsworth. He loved his family, cycling, his gar-
den, traveling around England and Ireland. He 
was convivial company especially with a glass 
of beer in hand- a true man of Emsworth. May 
he Rest in Peace.

Volunteer deliverers of  
The Ems wanted

Could you spare a couple of hours once a 
quarter to hand deliver The Ems to local 

residents?

The newspapers will be delivered to your 
home address every three months for 

you to hand deliver to a named street or 
streets. 

This is a volunteer position. 

If you are interested in joining our team 
of over 100 volunteer distributors please 
contact: Gavin Millar Tel: 01243 377071 or 

email: jandgmil@btinternet.com

Consistantly 
excellent 
ratings

WELCOME BACK FOR
REAL INDIAN CUSINE - PAIRED WITH FINE INDIAN WINES

Eat 
in or Take 

Away
Lunch 11am-2:30pm

Dinner 5-10pm
Closed Sunday

- Traditional Indian
- Goan Specialities
- Vegan & Vegetarian

Please visit www.royaldarbar.co.uk  
for our exciting ethnic menu

Call 01243 430095 / 07976 276 216 to book

Serving freshly cooked food in an  
hygenic environment

Best Restaurant Winner in the 
Havant Small Business Awards
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Art Workshop: 9am–11am, Mondays at 
Emsworth Community Centre, North Street. 
Open to all with an interest in painting. 
Contact Edgar Baileff 01243 376674

Bench Theatre: Club nights first and third 
Thursday of month at The Spring, East 
Street, Havant. Contact: Janice Halsey secre-
tary@benchtheatre.org.uk

Bourne Quilters: 7.15pm, first Monday of 
month, Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact Averil Menzies 01243 375506

Emsworth Art Group: 9am-11.30am, 
Wednesdays, Emsworth Community Centre, 
North Street. Sessions are full; waiting list 
available. Contact Anne Elgood 01243 377228

Emsworth Flower Club: 2pm, fourth Friday of 
month, St James’ Church Hall, Church Path. 
Contact Vanessa Davies, Secretary 02392 
789282

Emsworth Meridian Singers and Choir: 
7pm-9pm, main choir meets alternative 
Wednesdays and Fridays, Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact 
Louise Russell 07985 606670

Emsworth Morning WI: 9.45am, second 
Friday of month, Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street. New members wel-
come. Contact: Kate Randall 01243 373637

Emsworth Players: Drama group. Contact Jim 
Strudwick 01243 372543, jim.strudwick@
yahoo.co.uk

Emsworth Watercolours Group: 2pm-
4pm, Mondays and Thursdays, Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact 
David Moignard 02392 267498

Havant Light Opera: 7.30pm, Mondays at The 
Spring Arts & Heritage Centre, East Street, 
Havant. Contact Judy Halpin 02392 570545, 
www.havantlightopera.co.uk

Hole in the Wall Pottery: Five groups, facil-
ities are behind the Emsworth Community 
Centre. Contact Clive Yeomans 01243 375860

Institches: Stitch ‘n’ Bitch group – knit, 
crochet, stitch – 10am-12noon, Fridays at 
Hewitts, South Street. Drop in, it’s free. 
We are about laughter, fun and friendship. 
Contact Judy Williams 07906 214963, 
Judywilliams9@googlemail.com

Renaissance Choir: Rehearsals, 7.30pm-
9.30pm, Fridays at Emsworth Community 
Centre. More info www.renaissancechoir. 
org.uk

Solent Male Voice Choir: 7.30pm, Tuesdays at 
in The Pallant Centre, Havant. Membership 
open to all men 18 years+. No musical ability 
required, just enthusiasm. Contact Dave 
McVittie dmcv@solentmalevoicechoir.org, 
www.solentmalevoicechoir.org

Babies, Biscuits and Banter: Suitable for 
babies and young toddlers. 9.30am-11am, 
Tuesdays, St James’ Church. Contact Parish 
Administrator 01243 372428, parishofficew-
we@gmail.com

Boys’ Brigade: 6.15pm-7.30pm, Tuesdays in 
term time, for boys aged 5-13 years. New Life 
Christian Church, Thorney Road. Contact: The 
Church Office 01243 373566, boysbrigade@
nlccuk.org

Girls’ Brigade (3rd): 6.15pm-7.30pm, Tuesdays 
in term time, for girls aged 5-13 years. Meets 
at New Life Christian Church, Thorney Road. 
Contact: The Church Office 01243 373566, 
girlsbrigade@nlccuk.org

Girls’ Brigade (1st): 5.45pm-7.15 pm, 
Tuesdays, for 4-10 years and 7pm-8.30pm, 
Tuesdays, 10-18 years, Emsworth Baptist 
Church Hall, North Street. Contact: Eleanor 
Day 0776 250 2380

Melana: Dance classes for young people up to 
20 years, pre-school ‘music and movement’ 
classes and adult tap dancing at Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: 
Louisa Chandler 07717 327200

Mumbaba: Music classes for babies and 
toddlers, 10am, Wednesdays in term 
time, Emsworth Sports and Social Club, 
43 Havant Road. Contact: Hester Allen 
07891310380, hester@mumbaba.co.uk

Parents & Toddlers Group: Tuesdays, 9.30am-
11.30am in term time, New Life Christian 
Church, Thorney Road. Contact: 01243 
373566, toddlers@nlccuk.org

Peek a Boo Moves: Creative dance sessions 
for children available online. Contact: Jo Cone 
07947 374222, go to Facebook @peekaboo-
moves, www.joconedance.co.uk 

Scouts: Livingstone Cub Pack, Beaver 
Section, Drake Cub Pack, Explorers, Scout 
Troop, all meet at the Scout Hut, Conigar 
Road. Contact: membership@emsworth-
scouts.org.uk

Topspin Table Tennis: 6pm-7.30pm, Tuesdays 
during term time, for 9-18 years with 
coaching and development at Emsworth 
Community Centre, just turn-up and play. 
Contact: 01243 373805

Baptist Church: North Street, Emsworth. 
Contact: 01243 375606

Methodist Church and Pastoral Centre: The 
Square, Emsworth. Contact: 01243 373773

New Life Christian Church: Meetings 
for Senior Citizens, 2.30pm-4pm, first 
Wednesday of month, Thorney Road. Main 
contact: 01243 373566. For help with trans-
port call: 01243 371647

St James’ Church (CofE): The Rectory, Church 
Path. Contact: 01243 372428

St Thomas’ Church (Roman Catholic): 24 New 
Brighton Road. Contact: 02392 484520

St Thomas a Becket (CofE): Church Lane, 
Warblington. Contact: 01243 372428

Waterside United Reformed Church: Bath 
Road, Emsworth. Contact: 01243 375557

Community First: Services in the area such 
as community transport and Shop Mobility. 
Contact 0300 500 8085, support@cfirst.org.
uk, www.cfirst.org.uk

Ems Valley Community Transport: Volunteer 
driver car service for those unable to use 
public transport. Journeys to hospital, GP 
surgery, dentists, social events and shopping 
although medical journeys take precedence. 
All enquiries including how to volunteer con-
tact: 01243 371903, email.evctsec 
@gmail.com

Emsworth Business Association: Networking 
and profiling association for local businesses. 
Join via its website: www.emsworth.org.uk/
about/the-eba/join-the-eba/. Queries sent 
to Lulu Bowerman, Chai lulu.bowerman@
havant.gov.uk

Emsworth Community Association: To 
promote the health and wellbeing of the 
inhabitants of Emsworth and neighbouring 
areas by providing education, recreation and 
social activities in premises wrhich are both 
comfortable and accessible to all. Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. 10am-12 
noon, Monday to Friday. Contact: 01243 
373805, info@emsworthcommunitycentre.
org.uk

Emsworth Community Land Trust: 
Creating affordable homes and community 
spaces. New members and volunteers 
welcome. Contact: Ellie Turnbull, Secretary 
01243 432548, info@emsworthclt.org.
uk, www.emsworthclt.org.uk

Emsworth Forum: To promote the social, eco-
nomic and environmental well-being of the 
neighbourhood. An approved Neighbourhood 
Forum under the Localism Act 2011, 
which brings together local residents and 

Community Groups & Activities
While some activities listed below will not start again till 2021, due 
to the social distancing measures in place, several groups continue 
to operate on social media and via meeting services such as Zoom. 
Many of the groups featured here are active on Facebook and 
Instagram.
Many groups are also working behind the scenes and are able to 
offer help and advice. Some groups will be seeking volunteers. 
Please contact the organisers directly for more information about 
their current activities.

organisations to a Neighbourhood Plan for 
the future. Contact: emsworthforum@gmail.com

Emsworth Good Neighbours: Offers help 
with transport to hospitals, medical appoint-
ments, shopping, befriending, collecting pre-
scriptions etc. Contact: 01243 430999, info@
emsworthgoodneighbours.org.uk, www.
emsworthgoodneighbours.org.uk 

Emsworth Horticultural Society: Organises 
Emsworth Show, Horticultural supplies hut 
at Washington Road, talks and coach outings. 
Contact: Lyn Davies 01243 373810, emshor-
ticultural@gmail.com, www.emsworthhorti-
culturalsociety.org.uk

Emsworth Library: Open 9.30am-1pm, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays. 9.30am-
5pm. 9.30am-5pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
9am-7pm, Fridays. Contact: 0300 555 1387, 
emsworth.library@hants.gov.uk, www.hants.
gov.uk/library

Emsworth Museum: North Street. Open to 
visitors: 10.30am-4.30pm on Saturdays/
Bank holidays and 2.30pm-4.30pm on 
Sundays, from April to October. 2.30pm-
4.30pm on Fridays in August. Museum mem-
bers open 2-4pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
For research, donation enquiries and event 
ticket sales contact: Museum Office 01243 
378091, emsworthmuseum.org.uk 

Emsworth Probus Club: Retired businessmen 
who meet at the Brookfield Hotel for lunch 
on the last Monday of each month. Contact: 
Leo Ward, Chair, 02393 075381 or Peter 
Spreckley 01243 371390. Annual subscription 
is £15.00 plus lunch costs.

Emsworth Residents’ Association: 
Independent, non-political organisation run 
by volunteers that work to represent the in-
terests of the whole community to help make 
Emsworth a pleasant, safe and caring place 
to live and work. New members and volun-
teers are always welcome. Contact: Theo 
Schofield chairman.era@outlook.com, www.
emsworth.org.uk/the-era. Publisher of The 
Ems newspaper editor.theems@outlook.com

Emsworth-St Aubin Twinning Association: 
For information and activities between 
both towns contact John Auric, Membership 
Secretary 01243 379018 or Judi Milburn, 
Chair 02392 471645, www.emsworthstaubin.
org.uk

Emsworth Trefoil Guild: Social group for all 
ex-guiders or girl guides. Meets at Methodist 
International Hall, The Square, Emsworth on 
the first Monday of each month from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. New members welcome. Contact: 
Marion Lea 01243 376886, marionlea7@
hotmail.com 

Friends of Emsworth Community Health: 
Supports organisations providing health-re-
lated facilities in Emsworth. Contact Irene 
Craig 01243 378635 Email: irenecraig71@
gmail.com

Art & Craft Groups Children & Youth Groups Churches & Religious 
Groups

Community Organisations
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Health Organisations

Alzheimer’s Society Memory Café in Havant 
is closed till further notice. For general 
enquiries contact the Alzheimer’s Society’s 
customer care team 0330 333 0804

ArthritisFirst: Exercise classes for those with 
mobility problems, run by an experienced 
Chartered Physiotherapist. All ages and 
abilities welcome. Classes are conducted via 
Zoom on Mondays and Thursdays. Contact 
Juliette 07974 238787, 02392 413885, www.
arthritisfirst.co.uk

Brendoncare Emsworth Keep Fit 1: shape up 
with Sally, 10am-11am, Thursdays term time. 
Emsworth Community Centre, North Street. 
Contact 01962 857099, www.brendoncare.
org.uk/clubs

Brendoncare Emsworth Keep Fit 2: shape 
up with Sally, 11.30am-12.30pm, Thursdays 
term time. Emsworth Community Centre, 
North Street. Contact 01962 857099, www.
brendoncare.org.uk/clubs

Brendoncare Emsworth Kurling Club, 
2pm-4pm, Mondays. Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street. Contact 01962 
857099, www.brendoncare.org.uk/clubs

Emsworth Stroke Club: 2pm-4pm most 
Thursdays. Emsworth Centre, South Street. 
Contact: Mrs G Knight 02392 473091

Brook Meadow Conservation Group: 9.30am-
12noon, first Sunday and third Thursday of 
every month. Meet at Seagull Lane entrance 
by HQ/Tool store. Tools and gloves supplied, 
and refreshments. Contact colin.bmcg@
btinternet.com

Emsworth Tree Wardens: Taking care of trees 
in Emsworth and surrounding area. Various 
ongoing tree-related projects. Contact 
Yvonne Copeland 01243 389877

Friends of Emsworth Memorial Garden: 
Helping to maintain the garden on the south-
east corner of Horndean Road Recreation 
Ground. Work sessions 10 am, second 
Monday of each month, contact 01243 
371486

Friends of Emsworth Waysides: A conser-
vation group set up to monitor and survey 
waysides and verges in Emsworth, in order 
to foster biodiversity and create a network of 
wildlife corridors. Contact Jane Brook 01243 
430493 / Hollybank Woods 07986 943336.

Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadows: A 
conservation group holding monthly work 
parties all year round at Hampshire Farm 
Meadows, a 42 acre area of open space in 
North Emsworth. Contact hfmfriends 
@gmail.com

Friends of Hollybank Woods: contact Andrew 
Brook 01243 430493

Friends of Nore Barn Woods: Work ses-
sions: 9.30am-12noon, second Saturdays 
of each month. Tools, coffee and biscuits 
provided, bring gloves. Meet at shore end of 
Warblington Road. Contact Roy Ewing 01243 
370705

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust: 
Holds monthly talks between September-
March, plus weekly wildlife walks and nature 
notes. Contact www.hiwwt.org.uk 

Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association: 
Protects and conserves the wildlife and nat-
ural environment of Slipper Mill Pond for the 
benefit and quiet enjoyment of the public. 
Contact: Nick Madina, Chair 01243 377749, 
info@smppa.org.uk

Emsworth Ward Councillors – Havant 
Borough Council (HBC)

Lulu Bowerman (Conservative) (2016 – 2021*) 
101 Havant Road, Emsworth PO10 7LF. 
Contact 07874 885366, lulu.bowerman@ha-
vant.gov.uk *5 year term due to cancellation 
of local elections in 2020

Julie Thain-Smith (Conservative) (2019 – 
2023) c/o Havant Borough Council, Public 
Service Plaza, Civic Centre Road, Havant, 
PO9 2AX. Contact 07895 940329, Julie.thain-
smith@Havant.gov.uk

Richard Kennett (Conservative) (2018 – 2022) 
53 Skylark Avenue, Emsworth PO10 7GB. 
Contact 07780 236443, richard.kennett@
havant.gov.uk

Regular HBC local Councillor surgeries take 
place at International House, Methodist 
Church, in the square. Councillors are availa-
ble to talk to residents about local issues. To 
make an appointment contact lulu.bower-
man@havant.gov.uk

Hampshire County Council – Emsworth & St 
Faith’s Division

Ray Bolton (Conservative) (2017 – 2021) 22 
Wade Court Road, Havant, PO9 2SU. Contact 
023 9247 9682, ray.bolton@hants.gov.uk 

Chichester District Council – Westbourne 
Ward (1 seat)

Roy Briscoe (Conservative) (2019 -2023) 
Bumblebee Cottage, Duffield Lane, 
Woodmancote, Westbourne PO10 8PZ. 
Contact 01243 696376, rbriscoe@chichester.
gov.uk

Chichester District Council – Southbourne 
Ward (2 seats) 

Jonathan Brown (Liberal Democrat) (2019 – 
2023) 21 Stein Road, Southbourne, Emsworth 
PO10 8LB. Contact 07890 595450, jbrown@
chichester.gov.uk

Tracie Bangert (Liberal Democrat) (2019 
-2023) 209 Main Road, Southbourne, 
Emsworth PO10 8EZ. Contact 01243 
375782, tbangert@chichester.gov.uk

West Sussex County Council – Bourne 
division 

Mike Magill (Conservative) (2019-2021) 
Waterways, Westbourne Road, Westbourne, 
PO10 8UL. Contact 07920 573915, mike.
magill@westsussex.gov.uk

Members of Parliament

Havant (including Emsworth): 
Alan Mak, (Conservative) Building 6000, 
Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, 
Havant PO9 1SA. Contact 023 9241 5620, 
alan.mak.mp@parliament.uk

Chichester (including Southbourne and 
Westbourne): Gillian Keegan (Conservative) 
St John’s House, St John’s Street, Chichester 
PO19 1UU. Contact gillian.keegan.mp@
parliament.uk

Badminton club: Friendly badminton club, for 
all abilities. 7.45pm-8.45pm every Thursday. 
Bourne Leisure Centre, Southbourne. First 
evening free. Contact carolbaptist@aol.com

Circle Dancing: 2.30pm-4.30pm, second 
Sunday of month. Westbourne Parish Hall, 
Westbourne Road, Westbourne. Contact Jane 
Richards 01243 378531

Dance/Social Group: 8pm-10pm, 
Wednesdays, St James’ Parish Hall, Church 
Path. Contact Brenda Payne 01243 378743

Emsworth Bowling Club: Plays April to 
September plus bridge/cribbage October to 
March and other social events. Emsworth 
Sports & Social Club, 43 Havant Road. 
Contact Martin Roberts 02392 412759

Emsworth Bridge Club: 7pm-10pm, every 
Tuesday evening, Emsworth Sports & Social 
Club, 43 Havant Road. Contact 01243 376037

Emsworth Chess Club: 7.30pm, Thursdays. 
Emsworth Sports & Social Club, 43 Havant 
Road. Contact: Kier Eyles 07761 344364, 
mail@emsworthchessclub.co.uk, emsworth-
chessclub.co.uk

Emsworth Cricket Club: Contact emsworth.
play-cricket.com

Emsworth & Havant Homing Society: Contact 
admin@kdwebsolutions.com, www.ehhs.
kdwebsolutions.com

Emsworth Rambling Club: Friendly walking 
group, Thursdays (short walks 4-5 miles) and 
Sundays (longer walks 7-8 miles). No joining 
fee, just come along. Some social events. 
Contact hiltim@btinternet.com, heathera-
gale@mypostoffice.co.uk

Emsworth Sailing Club: 55 Bath Road, 
Emsworth. Contact 01243 372850, member-
ship@emsworthsc.org.uk, www.emsworthsc.
org.uk

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club: Quay Mill, 
The Quay, South Street, Emsworth. Contact 
01243 372523, secretary@emsworthslipper-
sc.org.ukm, www.emsworthslippersc.org.uk

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club Radio Sailors: 
10am-12noon, Thursdays, and 10am-12noon 
Sunday (winter only). Contact John Galyer 
07971 827995, 02392 355745

Emsworth Sports & Social Club: 43 Havant 
Road. Contact the Steward 01243 376037, 
www.emsworthssclub.co.uk

Havant Friends of the Earth: Contact Patricia 
Williamson 01243 378560.

Havant Rotary Club: Meets every Monday 
at 6pm at Bear Hotel, East Street, Havant. 
Contact: Ian Swinton 01243 251776

Hewitt’s: 35 South Street. Community café 
and hall for hire. Contact: 01243 213600

Mothers’ Union: Contact Margaret Cornick, 
Secretary 01243 378044 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
Emsworth Branch: Contact Caroline Tilley 
01243 699451 Email: Caroline_tilley@yahoo.com

St John Ambulance: Fraser Road, Havant. 
Contact: Jennifer.quibell@sja.org.uk

SYRCH/Southleigh Community Hall: Lutman 
Street. To hire contact Steve Baldwin 07795 
321689

University of the Third Age, Emsworth U3A: 
Over 30 subject groups that meet monthly. 
10.15am, third Friday of month, except 
August and December. General meeting at 
St James Church Hall, Church Path. Contact: 
Gill Polgreen, Chair, 01243 389983, gIll.
polgreen@gmail.com, www.emsworthu3a.
org.uk 

University of the Third Age, Ems Valley U3A: 
Over 40 subject groups that meet monthly. 
2pm, fourth Thursday of month, except 
August and December. General meeting at 
St James Church Hall, Church Path. Contact: 
Anne Powell, Chair, 01243 430018, www.
emsvalleyu3a.org.uk 

Westbourne Bell-Ringers: Westbourne 
Church, Westbourne Road. Practice 7pm-9pm 
on Mondays. Service ringing on Sundays. 
Contact: Tower Captain Peter Wilkinson, 
westbourne@SCACR.org.uk or Jason Crouch 
07802 474899.

WemsFest: World music and comedy at local 
venues. Contact: Mark Millington-Ringwood, 
Artistic Director 01243 370501, 07802 
500050, www.wemsfest.com

Emsworth Surgery: 6 North Street. Contact: 
01243 378812, 01243 379080, www.
emsworthsurgery.co.uk

Wellbeing Morning: 9.45am-12.30pm, Fridays 
term time only. Free event, all welcome, 
guest speakers in the health and wellbeing 
field each week plus healing, drinks and 
snacks. The Hayloft, Palmers Road (first 
building on left hand side of Palmers Road). 
Contact: Gemma 07527 689032, gemma@
green-Wellbeing.co.uk www.green-wellbeing.
co.uk

MHA Singing for the Mind: dementia friendly 
singing group. 10am-12noon, second Friday 
of each month. St James’ Church Parish Hall. 
Contact: 023 9387 8777, havant@rightath-
omeuk.com

Southbourne Surgery: 337 Main Road, 
Southbourne. Contact 01243 388740, www.
southbournesurgery.com

Walking to Health in Emsworth: Free, safe, 
short walks, 10am, Wednesdays, meet at 
the SYRCH Centre, Lutman Street. Contact: 
Pauline Bond 01243 376302 or Robert Self 
02392 484412

Community Contacts

Please notify the editor if 
you wish details of your 
group to be added to this 
page (Voluntary, church, 
charitable, community, not-
for-profit groups only). 

Please notify editor if your 
group entry needs to be 
amended. 

David Harris, Editor, email: 
editor.theems@outlook.com

Sport & Social ClubsPolitical Representation

Nature Conservation
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Emsworth People

NEWS FROM OUR MP

Supporting Emsworth In Bloom
Emsworth is so fortunate to have many excellent community 
organisations working to make the town a better place for 
residents. In particular, Emsworth In Bloom, run by the tire-
less Sheila Morris and her team, exemplifies this wonderful 
commitment to improving Emsworth as a place to live, work 
and visit. The floral displays, all maintained by volunteers, 
and are kept vibrant during the summer and winter, adding a 
colourful touch to the town centre. 

I was delighted to sponsor a new planter in St. Peter’s 
Square in the centre of Emsworth, and I had the pleasure of 
seeing the new display along with Sheila for a socially dis-
tanced meet-up to hear about her future plans for the project. 
If you are interested in getting involved, or would like to spon-
sor your own display, you can contact Sheila by emailing she.
bar@ntlworld.com (more on this story on P22) 

In Westminster, I have been working with a group of 
Conservative MPs to improve the first draft of the new stand-
ard method for planning, which determines the housing need 
calculation for an area, and shape the wider planning reforms. 
The Government’s proposals were not suitable for the Havant 
Constituency as I believe that physical, geographical and envi-
ronmental constraints in a local authority area must be taken 
into account in the new standard method for calculating hous-
ing need figures and play a key role in deciding (and lowering) 
housing need numbers. My response to the consultation can 
be read here: www.alanmak.org.uk/PlanningConsultation 

 Recently, I was also honoured to receive a nomination for 

two prestigious Parliamentary awards. The annual MP of the 
Year Awards are run by The Patchwork Foundation charity, 
and supported by the Speaker of the House of Commons and 
the leaders of all the main Westminster parties. I have been 
nominated by local residents and the wider public for both the 
“People’s Choice Award” selected by public vote, and for the 
overall “Best Conservative MP” Award. My nominations come 
after I launched a well-supported Local Volunteer Network to 
help vulnerable and isolated residents during the Coronavirus 
lockdown.

While I’m not in politics to win awards, it is a great hon-
our to be nominated, especially after winning the “Best New 
Conservative MP” award in 2017. This year’s nominations 
reflect the wonderful support I’ve had from residents since 
being first elected in 2015. Thank you to everyone that nomi-
nated me but I want to recognise everyone who played a part 
in supporting the community during lockdown. 

That’s why I have launched my Coronavirus Community 
Hero Awards in partnership with Hampshire Police, Queen 
Alexandra Hospital, South Central Ambulance Service and Age 
UK. The awards will highlight residents, community groups, 
businesses and others who helped others in the community 
during the current outbreak, especially during the lockdown.

Alan Mak MP, 
Member of Parliament for Havant 

Steve Roberts of S Roberts Upholsterers Ltd
Words and pictures by David Harris

Name: Steve Roberts 

Position: Owner of S Roberts 
Ltd

What do you offer? The 
firm provides re-upholstery 
services to both commercial 
and private customers. 
Commercial work includes 
pubs, hotels and boats. 
Recent customers include NHS 
and the officers’ wardroom at 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth where they 
refurbished 180 dining chairs. Private work is mainly chairs 
and sofas along with headboards and stools. They uphol-
ster modern and antique furniture.
The firm has over 650 different pattern books in stock and 
can work in a vast range of materials including leather. 

When did you start the business? Steve started the busi-
ness in 1998 in Southbourne but moved to Palmers Road in 
2013 when Manchester House Blinds relocated. Steve did a 
full apprenticeship as an upholsterer studying at Highbury 
College. He was made redundant and decided to set up on 
his own.

Why did you set up in Emsworth? Steve lives in Horndean 
and has a customer base covering Hampshire, Sussex and 
Surrey. The Palmers Road site has parking and consists of a 
large building with a mezzanine floor. 

How many people do you employ? They have seven staff 
including two younger upholsterers who they took on as 
apprentices and are now fully skilled. Their apprentices 
trained at Chichester College. Each worker is responsible 
for all aspects of a job. 

What has been your experience during the Coronavirus 
emergency? The works were closed for eight weeks be-
tween March and May. The premises are quite large which 
enables staff to be well socially distanced. An upside of the 
situation has been a big increase in people wanting chairs 
and sofas re-upholstered. Steve attributes this to people 
spending more time at home. 

How do you market your business? Steve is a regular 
advertiser in The Ems and also uses the internet and social 
media. 

Any plans for the future? Steve is very happy here in 
Emsworth and has no plans for expansion. 

What do you do in your spare time? Steve is a big fan of 
Portsmouth FC and regularly attends home and away 
matches. 

S Roberts Upholsterers Ltd, Unit 10 Palmers Road, 
Emsworth, PO10 7DL Tel: 01243 377200 email; srulimited@
hotmail.com www.re-upholster.co.uk

Office hours are: 6.30 a.m. – 4.45 p.m. Mon – Thurs. Friday 
and Saturday mornings by appointment.

Local MP Alan Mak with Sheila 
Morris of Emsworth in Bloom and 
the planter sponsored by him in 

St Peter’s Square


